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Cowbarn Legits 
As Source For 


Building Road 


Click shows from this summer's 
strawhat circuit may be sent on 
tour next fall to help build up the 


road. Plan is being worked out 
by a subcommittee of the new 
Committee of Theatrical Produc- 
ers, with the cooperation of the 
United Booking Office and the 
Shuberts. American Theatre So- 
ciety-Theatre Guild mailing lists 


in various towns will be used to 
solicit business for-the shows. 
As demonstrated by the profit- 
able grosses drawn on both Broad- 
way and the road by the Tallulah 
Bankhead revival of ‘Private 
Lives,” strawhat productions can 
do hefty business in regular book- 


ings. Since such productions are 
already paid for from the cow- 
barn engagements, they have an 


initial advantage for road booking. 

It’s believed that a dozen or 
more of the shows slated to play 
the strawhat circuit this summer 
are potential road material. In 
most cases these will be revivals 
with top stars, but a few others 
may be tryouts, with or without 
name players. The UBO, which 
stands to get additional revenue 
from these tourers, has promised 


to assist the project by getting 
the best possible booking terms. 
Agents of Hollywood names are 


also being notified, so they'll con- 
Sider tours for their clients. 

Although the present setup for 
(Continued on page 55) 


Gautier’s Civil Rights 
Suit a First for TV 


Probably the first suit brought 
y a performer to charge violation 
of his civil rights by the alleged 
unauthorized telecasting of an act 
has been filed by animal trainer 
Arsene G«utier against the Ameri- 
can Breadcasting Co., Pro-Foot- 
ball,-“Inc.. Liggett & Myers To- 
baeco Co. and Newell-Emmett Co. 
Plaintiff, whose act is known as 
Gautier’s Steeplechase,” is ask- 
ing $2.750 balm in the N. Y. City 
Court. 

Gautier claims he was inked to 
perform between halves of the 





football game staged at Washing- | 


ton Stadium, Dec. 5, 1948. While 


the District of Columbia has ao) 
|eafes. The conventioneers are fiil- 


civil rights law barring commei- 
Cilal use of “an individual’s photo 
or name, New York has. Gautier 
Maintains that televising the act 
along with the game over WJZ-TV 


brought it into N. Y. and the ef- | 


fects of the law. 


According to the complaint, con- 
tract contained the usual Ameri- 
Can Guild of Variety Artists’ 
Clause which provides that the art- 
Ist should not be required to per- 
orm over video without first se- 
Curing written consent by AGVA. 


© consent was obtained, suit 
alleges, 


| radio 
| Herenthals 
| province ot 


Hartmans’ Takeoff Gets 
"Em ‘Mr. & Mrs.’ Airer 
Paul 
satirists, 


and Grace Hartman, dance 
have been signed as a Mi 
and Mrs. team by WOR, N.Y 
They'll take over the Saturday 
8:15-9 a.m. stint being dropped by 
Dorothy and Dick Kollmar, who 
are easing up on their seven-day- 
a-week sked. 

Idea of using the Hartmans came 
from the Kollmars, who recalled 
their routine from “Angel in the 
Wings,” in which they needled the 
breakfast gabbers. They’ll origi- 
nate from their Long Island home. 
Signing of the Hartmans repre- 
sents a compromise between WOR, 
which had wanted “Dorothy and 
Dick” to continue seven times 
weekly, and the Kollmars, who had 
wanted to cut down to five shows 
a week 


Insult Your Neighbor 
Over the Air for a Dime; 
Belgium’s Pirate Radios 


Brussels, June 1. 

Gheel, near Antwerp, has the 
queerest colony in the world. For 
years Gheel peasants have given 
board to lunatics and have been 
paid by the Belgian government 
for that. Lunatics help with the 
harvest, pick cherries or churn the 
milk. Some will push a wheel-' 
barrow upside down so that no 
one, they say, will put something 
heavy into it. Another one doubles 
as the “official” railroad station 
master. Amused passengers can 
see him with his whistle, whistling 
every time the station master 
whistles. Everyone is accustomed 


/to that and nobody finds it strange. 


Stranger yet is the net of pirate 
stations around Gheel, 
and Hasselt, in the 
Limburg. People, ap- 
parently fed up with the official, 
(Continued on page 55) 


Relary's N. Y. Convention 
Booming Night Clubs 


Hote! rooms are currently the 
scarcest item in New York. Influx 
of 20.000 Internationa: Rotarians, 
now in annual convention, have 
jammed every availabie room and 
overflow has been hitt'ng Brook- 
lvn and outlying sections in the 
largest convention crowd since the | 
American Legion held its confab 
here two years ago. 

However, unlike the Legion- 
naires, the Rotarians are spending 
some coin, much of it going to 





ing many late shows in the Broad- 
wav and East Side niteries, but 
are not showing up at earlier dis- 
plays. | 





— | 


HARRY JAMES’ GHOST HORN 
Hollywood June 14. 
Harry James and Ray Heindorf, 
Warner musie director, are talk- 
ing deal for trumpeter to dub in 
horn music for “Young Man With 
Horn.” 


Kirk Douglas is to appear in the 


title role. 


aoe 


af, PETAL 
GE LOGALG AND 


Vaudeville’s comeback its 
biggest shot in the arm during the 
past week—in fact, two of them— 
when heads of show  biz's’ two 
strongest unions asked their locals 











Pots 


ito relax the rules to encourage the 


vaude trend. Both Richard Walsh, 
president of the International AlI- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 
ees, and James C. Petrillo, head of 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, came out with statements 
indicating they would do every- 
thing possible to unshutter the- 
atres for stage shows in continua- 
tion of a trend started several 


(Continued on page 47) 


TV Set Output 
Hits April Peak 


Washington, June 14. 
Television set production during 
April reached the highest weekly 
rate yet attained by the industry, 





weeks ago with the successful re- 
opening to vaude of the Palace 
{theatre on Broadway after it had 
been straight pix since 1935. 

Walsh’s instructions to his lo- | 
cals specifically ask that they “re- 
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Vet Agent Dramatizes Self 
In Borscht Belt Musical 


Mike Hammer, vet vaude agent 
and a pioneer in establishing entet 
tainment in the N.Y. mountain 
area of the so-called borscht belt 
is collabbing on a new musical 
semi-biographical of his earls 
career as a “‘life of the party guy 
some 35 years ago. He'll do the 
book with Frank Finnerty, while 
music and lyrics are by Edward 
Kling. Group of indie agents are 
in on production under a limited 
partnership setup. It’s slated for 
early autumn production 

Hammer, now in his 70's. may 
also serve as technical adviser to 
George Jessel on his upcoming 
production of “Moon Over the 
Catskills” for 20th-Fox 


He Had to Be Seen to Be 
Appreciated—On AM, 
Sez Berle; Off to Coast 


Milton Berle, who telecast his 
last show for the season last night 
| (Tues.), feels that he has estab- 


lished the principle that television 
can aid a performer in any branch 
of show business. Although it was 


|} expected that his work with “Tex- 


aco Star Theatre” would get the 
attention of Hollywood picture pro 


, ducers through Coast kinescopings, 


one angle that many didn’t figure 
was that the television show would 


pull his radio Hooperating to a 
|high position on the Wednesday 


the Radio Manufacturers Assn. re- | 


ported last week in announcing the 
month's output of 166,536 re- 
ceivers. This total was reached in 
a four-week month compared to 
182,361 sets in the five-week month 
of March 

The RMA report stiowed that 
video sets accounted for a fourth 
of all types of receivers produced 
during the month. 

AM-FM __ production, 


RMA re- 


| ported, dropped to “new low lev- 


els” with output of both AM-only 
and FM-AM at 62% under the 
weekly average of the first quarter 
of the year. AM turnout, totaling 
468.906 units, was the lowest since 
January of 1946 when the indus- 
try was reconverting to civilian 
production. 


night spectrum. Current standing 
is at 8.3 on ABC, which places him 
among the top performers on that 
evening. 
Berle 
criticism of 
stemmed from 


that previous 
his radeo show 
the fact that his 
humor had to be seen to be ap- 
preciated. But since people have 
been looking at the video program, 


declares 


‘they can visualize what he’s doing 


in all radio situations and 
quently, there’s a greater 
of appreciation. 

Berle is currently in the midst 
of negotiations for next vear’s TV 
show. No deal has been seit, al- 
though he’s tentatively due to re- 


conse- 
degree 


‘turn Sept. 20. Negotiations are be- 


(Continued on page 55) 


PUSH VAUDE ‘COMEBACK’ 


Benny, USA. To 








es 


PRICE 





Share Time On 


Alternate Basis 


Cueing a possible pattern for the 
future, two sponsors will share the 


same time slot when Chevrolet 
alternates “Inside USA,” with 
American Tobacco Co.'s Jack 


Benny show starting on CBS this 
fall “Inside USA” will go on 
Thursdays at 9 p.m. as will Benny 


Kach will broadcast two shows 
monthly, 

It's regarded that this pattern 
will ultimately be followed by 
more sponsors. Several factors 
tend to support this theory. Firstly, 


felt 


necessary 


it’s that the long rehearsals 

for top tele shows will 
make it mandatory that many top 
names limit their working hours 
It’s also seen that once television 
attains full circulation and costs 
rise, many sponsors will find it 
prohibitive to sustain a top show 
move than twice a month. Idea of 
alternate sponsorship will also 
benefit a_star’s longevity on the 
medium since showings every two 
weeks will give the personalities 
more time to gather suitable ma- 
terial and prepare shows with 
greater care. 

The idea of rotating sponsors has 
been discussed for sometime 
among network sales toppers. 

“Inside USA” is packaged bv 
Arthur Schwartz who produced the 
legiter of that name which is cur- 
rent in Chicago with Bea Lillie and 
Jack Haley in the leads. 





Tune Honors Robinson 

Brooklyn Dodgers baseball star 
Jackie Robinson and the other Ne- 
gro players in both major leagues 
are the basis of a tune written by 
maestro Buddy Young and_ “re- 
corded by him for Decea. Tune 
is mainly on.Robinson, however. 
It's. titled “Did You See Jackie 
Robinson Hit That Ball?” 

It’s the same sort of idea as 
“Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio,” cut by Les 
Brown for Okeh disks before the 
war. 






























































The Hour of Charm 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir under the direction of 


PHIL SPITALNY 


Now STRAND THEATRE, New York 
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Commie’-Tainted wood |' ‘Vaudeville and G 
Allegedly ‘Commie - Tainted Hw | audeville and Gagsters 
By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Westbrook Pegler recently columned about vaudeville. One thing 


Names Dragged Into Coplon Trial 


Washington, June 14. + 

A parade of Hollywood names, 
listed FBI reports as “Com- 
niunists” and “fellow travellers,” 
are expected to take the stand as 
in the Judith Coplon 
espionage trial shortly, as defense 
Palmer 


in 


witnesses 
attorney Archibald began 
to subpoena a long list of 
film players and writers this week. 


moves 


Vieantime. the Tenney committee 
on subversive activities in Cali- 
fori issued another one of its 
periodic blasts charging several 
topfiight Hollywood players with 
“Communist Party membership.” 


In both cases. most of the show biz 


personalities issued categorical 
denials. 

A Jong list of show biz person- 
alities were dragged into’ the Cop- 
jon case when their names were 
read in court from an FBI docu- 
ment. listing “American Commun- 
ists.’ which was among alleged 
secret data slips found in Miss 


Coplon's purse at the time of her 
xrrest. FBI report, compiled by 
an anonymous informant known 
as agent No. 402, listed Edward G. 


Robinson. Fredric March and his 
wife Florence Eldridge, Paul 
Robeson, Dorothy Parker, Donald 
Ogden Stewart, Ruth McKinney 
Albert Maltz. Alvah Bessie, Dalton 
Trumbo, Millen Brand and Michael 
Blankfort. Palmer declared that 
he was calling as many of the 


listed names as possible in order 
to give them a chance to clear their 
names. 

Another secret FBI operator, 
No. T-6, filed a report stating that 
March, Canada Lee and Norman 
Corwin were “fellow travellers.” 
Lionel Berman, tagged as head of 
the Communist Party’s cultural 
committee, was described by the 
FBI informants as being “success- 
ful in using well-known Hollywood 
personalities.” 

March and Robinson were among 
the most heated denials, 


‘Unmitigated Liar,’ Sez Kaye 
London, June 14. 
Kaye has joined in the 
which followed  allega- 
tions of Communist support or 
sympathy made by the Tenney 
California State Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee. 
In a statement made at Glasgow 
Jast Friday (10) Kaye declared that 
not only had he never been a 


Danny 
protests 


Communist appeaser or supporter 


but he was in direct opposition ‘9 
the policy of the Communist party. 
“Anybody who has given any com- 


ittee or person any information 
to the contrary is an unmitigated 
liar,’ he added 


Langtord-Hail Booked 


For London Palladium 


Frances Langford and Jon Hall 
have been signed for the Palla- 
dium, London, starting Aug. 15, as 
a replacement for Dick Haymes, 
who dropped out last week because 
of film commitments. 


Haymes’ fallout is the fourth ma- 
jor cancellation of top names 
slated to play the Palladium. 
Those previously cancelled out 
were Frank Sinatra, Jimmy Du- 
rante and Abbott and Costello. 

The William Morris Agency set 
the Langford-Hall deal yesterday 
‘‘Tues.). 





U. S. Court of Appeals 
Upholds Convictions Of 
Lawson and Trumbo 


14. 


Washington, June 


U. S. Court of Appeals here yes- 
terday 13) unanimously upheld 
the conviction of John Howard 
Lawson and Dalton Trumbo tor 
contempt of Congress. They were 


convicted because, in October, 


1947. they refused to tell the House 
Un-Amerjean Activities Committee 
whether they were, or ever had 
been, members of the Communist 
party In addition, Trumbo re- 
fused to say whether he was a 
member of the Screen Writers 
Guild 

The other eight of the “un- 
friendly 10° witnesses agreed to 
be bound by the final verdict in 
this case, rather than go to trial 


themselves. 

Counsel for Lawson and Trumbo 
were expected to petition for a re- 
hearing of the appeal and then, if 


they should fail as is expected, 
to ask the Supreme Court to hear 
the case. Meanwhile the defend- 


ants remain out on bail. 


The ruling of the three-man 
Court of Appeals put two strikes 
on the “unfriendly 10’’—one in the 
trial court and one in the appellate 
court. The last word will be had 
by the Supreme Court, which will 


either pitch the third strike and 
send the entire 10 down subject to 
a vear’s imprisonment and $1,000 


fine each or reverse the lower 
courts, 
The appellate court, in its de- 


(Continued on page 6) 


Rank’s Archibald Gets 
Barony in King’s Lists 


London, June 14. 
All sections of show business 
share in honors conferred by King 
George VI in connection with the 
celebration of his official birthday 
last Thursday (9). 
Principal honor 





was a barony 


conterred on George Archibald, a | 


director of J. Arthur Rank Produe- 
tions, Ltd., an executive producer 
at Denham and Pinewood, for po- 
litical and public services. As a 
result of this elevation to the 
peerage, Archibald will later be 
able to take his seat in the House 
of Lords and will be the second 
industry peer in the upper cham- 
ber, the other being Lord Grant- 
ley. 

Another important honor was 
the knighthood conterred on John 
Barbirolli, conductor of the Halle 
Orchestra, and farmer N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic maestro, for services to 
music. 

Among those honored with the 
title of Commander of the British 
Empire (CBE), were Alexander 
Robert Atkins, actor-manager now 
producing and starring in the new 
Shakespeare season at the open- 
air theatre in Regents Park, Lon- 
don: Mary Cecilia Glasgow, secre- 
tary general of the Arts Council; 
R. J. F. Howsgill, entertainment 
controller at BBC; Matthew How- 
ard Rose, assistant head of drama 
at BBC: Norman Macrobb Wilson, 
founder and chairman of the Edin- 
burgh Film Guild, and Garnet 
Hanwell Carroll, for services in 
promotion of British stage produc- 
tions in Australia. 
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366th WEEK! 
3732 Performances 


2, 


All-time I nm re 


“KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 


ora in the 


E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


ow in world-wide release 


“BILL AND COO” 
Ken Murray's 
Academy Award Film 


And 





000 loan. 
by CBS, Edwards said he earned | 
$8,000 in 1947 and $5,000 last year. | 


(Mrs. Parks) are teaming for 
weeks of vaudeville. They've been 
set 
July 
Louis, July 28. 
Parks is with Columbia studios 

while Miss Garrett is with Metro. | 
| Beau-Rivage hotel 


Israel Bans Mile 


As Anti-Russ Pic 


Tel Aviv 
Israeli government, steering a 
neutrality policy between the 
big world powers, has banned Co- 
lumbia Pictures’ “Walk a Crooked 
Mile” after protests from. the 
League for Israeli-Russian Friend- 
ship Although the censor board 
originally okayed the film, the ban 
was clamped on three days after 
the pic opened in Tel Aviv as a 
result of the League’s pressure. 
Censorship board stated that 
since Soviet Russia is a friendly 
nation, the protest was justified. 
The board, however, will review 
the picture again before arriving 
at a final decision. “Walk a 
Crooked Mile” has an anti-Com- 
munist theme dealing with a plot 
of Soviet agents fo steal atom 
secrets from the U. S 


June 7. 





Lorre’s Creditors 
Not to Harass Actor; 
Chiff Edwards’ ‘Bath’ 


Creditors of actor Peter Lorre 
were restrained from harassing 
him in accordance with an order 


signed yesterday ‘Tues.) by N. Y. 


' Federal Judge William O. Bondy. 


Decree applies while the perform- 


er’s bankruptcy petition, filed May | 


20 in Los Angeles federal court, is 
being processed. 

Particularly affected by the or- 
der are Dr. Max Gruenthal. who is 
suing Lorre for $4,340 tor medical 
services rendered his wife; Budd, 
Ltd., of Fifth Ave., N. Y., which 
seeks $200 for merchandise, and 
the Presbyterian hospital, N. Y., 
$400. Latter tied up $800 of the 
actor’s salary while he was playing 
recently at the N. Y. Paramount. 


Cliff (“Ukelele Ike’) Edwards 
has last week filed a volun- 
tary petition of bankruptcy in 
N Y. federal court, listing 


$45,705 as liabilities and no as- 
sets. Chief creditor is musician 


Joe Venuti, for $5,000 on a judg- | 


ment for alleged breach of con- 
tract. National City Bank also 
holds a $2,602 judgment. 

Other creditors include actress 
Arline Judge, $300 on a loan, and 
Robert Young, Beverly Hills, $1,- 
Stating he was employed 


Larry Parks and Betty Garrett 


State, 
Loew's 


Loew's 
and 


for 
Zi; 


Cleveland, 
State, St. 











Albert’s Mop-Up 
_ Paris, June 14. 
Recent four-day “50th anni- 
versary celebration (five years 


delayed) at Maxim’s was a 
hard dollar bonanza for the 
restaurant's famed maitre d’, 
Albert. 


With plates going at $15 per 
to the well-heeled sector of the 


American tourist trade, tips 
ranging up to $10 were not 
unusual. \ 


two 


‘also escorted her back to the Beau- 


; one in her entourage who quickly 


'he wrote particularly interested me: “I doubt that Willie Collier, whe 


certainly was a spontaneous fellow, was the equal of Milton Berle at 
repartee.” 

With all due respect to Berle, one of the best of our trigger-tongued 
gagsters, I don’t think that even he would compare himself with Willie 
Collier, the king of Witland. 

Discussing masters of wit without ceremony, and comparing the old 
and the new, is much like fight fans discussing how Fitzsimmons would 
have done with Joe Louis, or was Christy Mathewson better than 
Bobby Feller. Only in the case of Collier ane his contemporaries we 
still have tnousands of theatregoers who have heard the old and are 
listening to the new. I am not singling out Berle, although he is far 


from a Johnny-come-lately, but he is one of the top modern tvpe 
wisecrackers and as such has been more or less of a pattern for the 
newcomers. So | use him for an example. 

The old fast-cracking reparteeists like Collier, Wilton Lackaye,. Frank 
Bert, Julius Tannen, Jack Osterman, Richy Craig, Jr., Jimmy Duffy 
Solly Violinsky, James Thornton. George Rosener, Eddie Carr, Groucho 
Marx, Johnny Stanley, Ren Shields, Junie McCree, Bert Hanlon, Tomn 
Gray, Will Morrissey, Felix Adler, Grant Clarke and Wilson Mizner 


pulled adlibs on the spur of the moment Many of their cracks are 
still being used. Whereas the modern adlibber uses stock material from 
gag files. Hecklers all get the same answers, certain answers tor 
drunks, certain answers for those that interrupt acts, come late on 
away early. True, they make it sound spontaneous, but to insides it’s 
stale as ‘“‘Who was that lady I saw you with last night?” 

Pegler has a good point in saying, “much of the entertainment of this 
day is just vaudeville in modern guise and very inferior to the original, 
and yet I think the original would lay an egg because the present public 
prefers the current version. That is just taste, that’s all.” Of course, 
acts today lay eggs, too. When an audience's sense of humor doesn't 
match the comics, an egg is hatched. It works out the same in fights, 
baseball and all the professions . even for columnists! 

Peg also claims that Collier, Raymond Hitchcock and Frank Tinney 
were mostly musical comedy men, “except in occasional ventures be 
tween big productions.’ He is right about Collier, except that he was 
a farceur and appeared in very few revues (Music Box and Cohan’s). 
He played only one week at the Palace and laid an egg. He 
fast for even the Palace—too much whimsy instead of whamsy After 
the show he said, “The audience touldn’t hear me, and I[ couldn't hear 
them.” But Hitchcock and Tinney played plenty of vaudeville routes. 
Tinney was a vaudevill* product. As to “the big stars looked down on 
vaudeville,” Pegler must mean when vaudeville first started, when it 
was called variety. It took a man like J. Austin Fynes (onetime editor 
of The Clipper), when he became manager of Keith’s Union Square, 
to get the top names of legit to go into the ranks of vaude. 

Maurice Barrymore was one of the first stars of legit to go into a 
vaude sketch. Since then there were few of the great legit and musical 
comedy stars who didn’t take a flyer into vaude at some time in their 
careers. Many came in for a few weeks (between shows) and stayed 
season after season. To name just a few of these, there were Julius 
Steger, George Beban, Edward Abeles, Julia Arthur, Henrietta Cros- 
man, Amelia Bingham, Richard Bennett, Blanche Bates, Lionel Barry- 
more with McKee and Doris Rankin, Arthur Byron, Sam Bernard and 
Louis Mann, William: H. Crane, Alexander Carr, William Courtleigh, 
Arnold Daly, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Drew, Henry E. Dixey, Jeanne Eagels, 
William Faversham, Fritz Lieber, Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., Walter Hamp- 


Lo 
as 


was too 


den, Robert Mantell, Bertha Kalich, Frank Keenan, Nazimova. Mrs. 
Leslie Carter, Olga Petrova, Nance O'Neill, Blanche Ring and many 
others. 


I heartily agree when Peg says that Frank Tinney was a great comic. 
In my book he was the most natural comic I ever saw. He was like 
a kid playing theatre. He could get more laughs out of stale riddle 
than any of the present-day comics could get out of a routine written 
by our great gagwriters. As for Hitchcock, he was 95° personality; 
to just “read” his stuff now would be very unfunny. You had to see 
and hear Hitchy. Tinney and Hitchcock weren’t the only ones who 
“went into the audience,” i.e., stepping out of character. Ed Wvnn also 
did that for many years, meeting and greeting the audience on the 

_Way in and out. Al Jolson many times mingled with his audience and 
was just as funny there as he was on the stage. I don’t ever remember 
Tinney going into the audience. 

It is easy to judge the vet comics and their methods because a lot of 
them are still around, still getting laughs, still masters of the gag, 
namely Jack Benny. Bob Hope, Bobby Clarke, Smith & Dale, Groucho 
Marx, Fred Allen, Fanny Brice, Victor Moore, Bob Burns, Jimmy Du- 
rante, Red Skelton, Phil Silvers, Eddie Foy, Jr., Jack Pearl, Joe Frisco, 
Georgie Jessel, Eddie Cantor, Bert Lahr, Al Jolson, ete. 

Pegler, also writing about burlesque, says that “burlesque was re- 
garded as a disreputable form of entertainment. Respectable ladies 
never went and respectable gentlemen turned up their collars and 
snuck in.” He must be thinking away back to the early days of burley, 
because by the 1900's burley was an established entertainment. fit for 
ladies and gentlemen. We had great artists in burley those days: Leon 
Errol, Harry Fox, Dave Marion, Roger Imhof, Fanny Brice, Clark & 
McCullough, Sophie Tucker, Alexander Carr, Lew Hearn, Jack Pearl, 
Georgie O’Ramey, Ben Welch, Bickle, Watson & Wrothe, Irene Franklin, 
Mabel Barrison, Watson Sisters, George McFarland, Marion Harris, 
James Barton, Courtney Sisters, Billie Ritchie, Charlie King, Grace 
LaRue, Al Jolson—and George Jean Nathan was one of its greatest 
boosters. 

It’s nice to have Pegler write about show biz, an interesting and 
pleasant change. It helps create interest, and show biz needs interest 
right now. Best of all it gives me fodder for another column. 








Vagabonding with Vandy MARTIN - LEWIS: FOR 
'__By Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr.— | N. Y. P AR WITH Ph 


Dean Martin and Jerry L 
have been signed for the Par. 
mount theatre, N. Y., in Septembet 
in conjunction with their film, “My 


Lucerne, Switzerland 
Stopped in at Ouchy, on Lake 
Geneva (Leman), where ex-Euro- 
pean royalty are rumored forming 
a group, financed by some Anglo- 
American banking interests, to re- 


store crowns. Princess Margaret Friend Irma,” produced by lal 
drove in from her audience with | Wallis. Comics were originally 
Pope Pius which had caused so slated to play the Roxy. N. Y. 
much discussion in British press. but insistence of Par siudio that 


Dined with the ex-Queen of Spain 
but was escorted there from the 
by voung ex- 
Rumania, who 


.they do not play any N. Y. vauders 

prior to release of the film st) mied 
that deal. 

Martin and Lewis, currently at 
the Copacabana, N. Y., will play 
cafe dates immediately afterward. 
Route hasn’t been set up as vel. 
Thev're due back on the Coast 11 
October for another Wallis film. 


King Michael of 
Rivage later. Next a.m., on a tip 
from the floormaid that Margaret 
was washing her hair (we had the 
adjoining suite), I went out on the 
lakeside of the hotel and _ tele- 
photoed Margaret drying her*hair | 
from the 4th floor lakeside bal- 
cony. Was finally noticed by some 


Comics were originally slated to 
play out a date at the Blackstone 
hotel, Chicago, which they couldn't 
make last season. Originally deal 
was postponed to this season How- 
ever, deal was called off this week 
iby mutual agreement. 


bundied her indoors. Couple of 
days later Michael was escorting 
(Cortinued on page 6) 
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HOLD HOT PIXF 


Ned Depinet Calls All Factions To 


Intra-Industry Relations Powwow OR BETT 


Special meet has been called for 
today (Wed.) by Ned E. Depinet. 
RKO prexy serving as chairman o! 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica’s intra-industry relations com- 
mittee, in a pitch for all-industry 
amity and a united public relations 
campaign. Invited to N. Y. huddles 
are not only a delegation trom the 
Theatre Owners of America, but 
agiso Washington reps of National 


Allied including board chairman 
Abram F. Myers. Whether Allied 


will be on hand is a question. 

Reportedly, the meet will touch 
off a battle between the TOAers 
and members of Depinet’s commit- 
tee. It is said that TOA will re- 
fuse to discuss any proposals for a 
united front unless an all-industry 
committee is first set up. Moreover, 
TOA will insist that this commit- 
tee be delegated complete auton- 
omy with the power to proceed on 
its own and to commit MPAA mem- 
bers to a course of action. 

Side battle on the part of Allied 
if Myers and others put in an ap- 
pearance, is also likely. Allied is 
reportedly peeved over the fact 
that it was invited to huddles in 
Washington with Erie Johnston, 
MPAA prez, in a last-minute sum- 
mons which looked to be an after- 
thought to the group. Allied re- 
fused to show up and the “‘intormal 

(Continued on page 6) 





Loew’s, Inc., Repurchases 
10,000 of Nick Schenck’s 
Shares Per Agreement 


Loew's, Inc., has exercised the 
right to repurchase from Nicholas 
M. Schenck, its own prexy, a block 
of 10.000 shares of the company’s 
common stock which Schenck orig- 
inally acquired on employment 
eontract option. Company’s right 
to reacquire the holdings was pro- 
vided last year in a decree which 
settled a minority stockholder ac- 
tion brought against Metro, its offi- 
cers and the People’s Candy Co., 
outfit running a number of conces- 
sions in Loew’s houses. 

Settlement provided for a re- 
drafting of the concession deal 
with the candy concern and also 
gave Metro one year's privilege to 
reacquire Schenck’s stock since the 
option war a subject of attack in 
the suit. M-G waited the full 12 
months then bought the stock back 


at 13's, price which Schenck orig- | 


inally paid. 

By taking the stock back, M-G 
made some $30,000 on the transac- 
tion since the market price is cur- 
rently in the 16 point range. 


ZANUCK GANDERING 
20TH O’SEAS FILMING 


Hollywood, June 14. 

Three 20th-Fox pictures, slated 
for overseas filming, will get the 
benefit of Darryl F. Zanuck’s per- 
sonal supervision. The studio boss 
leaves for London July 28. 

Productions in view are “Night 
and the City” and “21 Bow Street” 
in England and “Quartered City” 
In Germany. While abroad. Zanuck 
will Inspect the results of outdoor 
shooting on “The Black Rose,” cur- 
rently winding up desert sequences 
‘in Morocco. Interiors will be 
filmed in London. 





Par’s Ringling Deal; 
1506 Plus Percentage 


P; Hollywood, June 14. 
po tmount is paying $150,000 
sey a percentage of the gross af- 
for the picture’s cost is recouped 
o a eens to “Greatest Show 
. “arth,” story of Ringling Bros.- 
arnum & Bailey Cireus. Cecil B. 
€ Mille directs. 
hig Balities are being ironed out 
final veek, closing of deal is not 
moral Various sliding scales and 
acts ntages are being met for top 
as _— contract to John Ring- 
urt — Par is angling for 
to nig ancaster, former aevialist. 
® play lead. 





(ration of 
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Schary East This Week 


Hollywood, June 14. 

Dore Schary, Metro’s production 
chiet, leaves Friday (17) for home- 
office contabs with Nicholas M 
Schenck, company prez, and other 
execs. He just finished supervising 
the windup of “Battleground,” 
which he brought over from RKO 
and personally produced 

Schary 
the Coast 


97 


mts 


Bernhard Aims 


For Exhib Pards 
In Cinecolor Split 


Los Angeles, June 14. 

Bernhard, prez of Film 
Classics, is getting set tor an eariv 
expansion of the ownership ot FC 
by taking in some 10 important 
circuit ops as stockholders, His ac- 
tion was gunned today (Tues.) 
when Cinecolor stockholders, at a 
special meet here, ratified the sepa- 
FC from Cinecolor, 
company’s parent outfit. Under the 
terms of the split, Bernhard 
covers control of FC while sur- 


June 





Joseph 


rendering his shares in the tinting 


unit. 
Formal 
within 10 


papers will be inked 
davs to make the di- 
vorce official. Bernhard will then 
push deals with exhibs among 
whom Si Fabian is mentioned for 
sale of stock interests. These thea- 
tre men, however, will not obtain 
control of the company. That will 
continue with Bernhard. 

FC prexy plans the release of six 
A pix vearly, budgeted from $400,- 
000-$750,000 as a further buildup 
ot the company. He has a half- 
dozen already lined up. FC will noi 
bankroll the pix but stick to dis- 

.\Continued on page 20) 





Eastern Pic-Backers 
Demand New Faces, 


New Prod. Methods 


Hollywood, June 14. 

New faces, new story slants and 
new production methods are 
stressed by eastern financiers as 
the price of their support for the 
picture industry. That was the 
word brought back trom N. Y. bs 
| William Jaffe, film attorney, who 
recently ironed out financing de- 
tails on the “Nat Holt production, 
“The Fighting Plainsman.”’ 

In the opinion of the bankers. 
Jatte said, Hollywood's glamour 
gals have ceased to glam, and only 
one male sitar is potent enough to 
outdraw the picture in which he 


stars He did not mention the 
star's name 
Before the bankers will loosen 


Jatfe declared, 
page 6) 


bankrolls, 
(Continued on 


thei 


FREED TALKS WITH R&H 
ON NEW ‘SHOW BOAT’ 


Hollywood, June 14 
Arthur Freed planes to N. \ 
today (14) to confer with Richard 


Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein 
Il. on writing new version ot 
“Show Boat” tor Metro, including 


new songs to be used in addition 
to. original Hammerstein - Kern 
score. Judy Garland will star as 
Magnolia when her health permits. 
Pic scheduled to rol® in about 
eight months 

Miss Garland’s reinstatement is 
expected when she recovers, \ hich 
doctors believe she will bs that 


time. Kathryn Grayson and How- 
ard Keel are other cast toppers. 
“Show Boat" was acquired some 


vears ago from U, which made it 


; twice. 


is scheduled to return to 


the | 


re- | 


vv 


TIME SLOWOOWN 





With hot weather apparently tak- 


|}ing a greater toll of grosses this 
;year than during any spring o1 
| summer since start of the war, ex- 
hibs are about to face a mean 
scramble for product. Some dis- 
tribs are easing off pressure for 
dates, while others are actually 


slowing up release of pictures, hop- 
ing to hold them back until gen- 
| eral conditions are better 
Delaying action is the result of 
bad experiences all the companies 
have had in recent weeks in preem- 
ing pix—some of them top A's 
which achieved strong critical ap- 
praisal and _ tavorable  word-ot- 
mouth but failed to catch on as 
expected. Batfled, distributors are 
reacting to fhe hope that it is the 
weather and the that’s at 
|fault and all they have to do is 
sit it out to get improvement. 
While slowing down rel*ases and 
giving branch managers the signal 
to ease the pressure for booking 
is relatively simple for the major 
companies, it creates a problem 
that’s something else again tor the 
average exhib. He has to keep his 
house alight, hot weather or cold, 
and so he needs product 
First-runs have already 
groping for pix because of 
(Continued on page 20) 


season 


been 
the 


WB, Col and 20th 
Cut Bank Loans 


Solid financial position of the 
major film companies was played 
up again this week when three of 
the outfits, Warner Bros., Columbia 
and 20th-Fox whittled their bank 
and stock obligations. Warners 
| prepaid an instalment of $1,591,000 
due May 1, 1950, to bring down its 
total indebtedness in this bracket 
to $12,728,000. 


ial 


OR COOL WEATHER 





> 





; memoranda 
jing 


| 


|resented the 
| Mulvey 


Columbia lepped its outstanding 


loan on production to $7,200,000 by 
handing a quartet of banks $900,- 
, 000. Col originally borrowed $9.,- 
| 000,000 on available production 
credits of $13,500,000. Its note for 
| the total debt matures Nov. 30, 
| 1952. 

| Outlay of $140,500 was made by 
| 20th-Fox during the past month in 
{its drive to reiire preferred stock. 
Company bought up 
of prior preferred and 1,100 shares 
of convertible preferred. It now 
has 73,046 shares in the former 
bracket outstanding and 145,435 in 
the latter. 


1,000 shares | 


Wilcox Advocates Official Agency 


To Distrib British Pix Only in U.S. 





Skouras’ Wide Sweep 


June 14 
20th - Fox 
Starts an extended tour to- 
(Wed ot England, Ger- 
many, Palestine and Greece In 
the latter country, he'll follow 
through on his relief work 
Skouras finds conditions im- 
proved in Europe but deprecates 


Paris 
Spyros P Skouras, 


prexy, 


morroy 


the administrative restrictions 
complicating use ot frozen earn- 
ings. 


Ask D. C. to Nix 
British Stall On 


Quota Protests 


Wastington, June 14. 

Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica and the Society of Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Producers 
made an oral protest and _ filed 
today (Tuesday) ask- 
the State Dept. to reject the 
British government's recent reply 
to Washington’s squawk against 
the 45°o quota. Joyce O'Hara rep 
MPAA and James A. 
Robert ~. Rubin 
SIMPP in the session 
Webb, acting Sec- 





and 
peared for 
with James E. 
retary of State 

Action was the first joint 
by the MPAA and SIMPP since 
Eri¢ Johnston and Ellis Arnall, 
their respective prexies, agreed in 
Washington two weeks ago to 
team up in fighting foreign re- 
strictions The MPAA rep in 
today’s meeting is exec aide to 
Johnston, who was chairmanning 
the Association’s quarterly meet- 

(Continued on page 54) 


move 


Rank Uses US. TV To 


* Solution to the problem of get- 


ap- | 


| Sial 


| found it 


ting a better break for British films 
in the United States is the setting 


jup in America of a joint distribut- 


English 
the opinion 


ing company to handle 
product onls That's 
of British producer Herbert Wil- 
cox will present the plan to 
government officials on his return 
to London from New York tomor- 
row (Thursday) 

Wilcox’s idea is to interest the 
British government in financing 
the setting up of such a company. 
He teels it would be advantageous 


who 


to England in that it would in- 
crease the dollar income from the 
|U.S. and help the British industry 


distribution and 
of films here. 
American companies have 
profitable and advanta- 
geous trom every point to establish 
their own agencies in England for 
distribution of their product there. 


by hypoing ex- 
hibition 


“The 


It is just as logical! ind for the 

same reasons—for Britain to in- 

stitute its own distribution here 
“The selling of British pictures 


in the U.S. is admittedly a different 
program from. selling American 
(Continued on page 47) 


Rank Still Doesn’t Think 
The Time Propitious For 
‘Oliver Twist’ in U. S. 


Although he is the producer and 
recent defender of the controver- 
“Oliver Twist,” filmization of 
the Charles Dickens novel charged 
to have anti-Semitic overtones, J. 
Arthur Rank himself has blocked 
a revived effort to bring the film to 
American theatres. Rank has put 
the crimp into the move despite 
the fact that Eagle Lion, Yank com- 
pany originally tapped to handle 
U. S. rights, had reached agree- 
ment with the B'nai B’rith’s Anti- 
Detamution League for quiet tests 


” 


'on the pie’s impact with American 
| audiences. 


| which 


* Garner Pix Dollars 


J. Arthur Rank, British film ty- 
coon, is going to the American tele- 
vision market in an effort to garner 
dollars for a tremendous block of 
British pix which have never 
played in Yank theatres. His step 
lines him up with Sir 
Korda in seeking, through video, 
to augment the British film indus- 
try’s take from the U. S. territory. 
(Continued on page 18) 


National Boxollice Survey 
Mercury Climbs, Biz Dips—‘Brave,’ ‘Spring,’ ‘Champ,’ 
‘Barkleys,’ ‘Territory,’ ‘Edward’ Pace Field 


city firstruns 
this stanza 
dry weather wilting 
grosses in many larger spots. 
Launching of new, stronger prod- 
uct in several cities is perking up 
trade but generally biz is was 
down. Besides usual outdoor com- 
petition, bigger houses in certain 
situations are finding drive-in op- 
position a new summer headache 

Climbing up trom third place, 
“Home of Brave” (UA) is landing 
top laurels this week. It is closely 


in keys 
in doldrums 


Business 
continues 
with hot, 


followed by “Happens Evers 
Spring’ (20th). going much better 
this session than last. Liked by 


crix, “Spring” apparently is re- 


quiring some real selling. 


Third position is being copped 
by “The Champion” (‘UA’) while 
*Barklevs of Broadway” (M-G) is 


Fifth-place mone, 
Territory” 


finishing fourth 
is going to “Colorado 


(WB). 

“Edward. My Son” (M-G), just 
starting out, is inching up into 
sixth slot while “Stratton Story” 
(M-G) is seventh. “Belvedere To 
College” ‘20th’ is landing in eighth 
slot with “Blonde Bashtul Bend” 
(20th', ninth. 


Best runner-up films are “Streets 
of Laredo” (Par: and “City Across 
| River” (OU). 


With trade limping along. cur- 
rent week is not giving a iair in- 
dication of how new films will do 
subsequently. For instance, ‘““Nep- 
tune’s Daughter’ (M-G' obviously 
is not reflecting its real potential 
on unveiling at N.Y. Capitol this 
round. And “Red Menace” (Rep) 
is being caught by downbeat in 
T.A. “Illegal Entry” (U), too, is 
nol getting a solid test this week. 

“Sorrowful Jones” (Par), preem- 
ed a week ago at N.Y. Paramount, 
is displaying enough staying power 
io bespeak big tuture trade for 
the new Bob Hope. picture Ii 
likely will sta¥ five weeks at Pa 
flagship. “Johnny Allegro” ‘Col: 
is as week currently as on N.Y 
launching 
Promise” (RKO 


“Green shapes 


lively in Omaha. “Trail of Lone- 
some Pine” (Par) (reissue! is solid 
in Detroit and okay in N.Y. “The 


Fan” (20th) is okay in Indianapolis 
with vaude. 

“Quartet” (EL) continues rack- 
ing up big totals in smaller houses 
“The Window” (RKO) is doing 
nicely in Seattle “Forbidden 
Street” (20th) continues’ disap- 


pointing this round. 


(Complete Boroffice Reports on 
Pages 10-11) 


Alexander | 


In the light of adverse publicity 
reached these shores when 
(Continued on page 6) 
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PLAYING B’WAY UNECONOMIC’—DISTRIBS 
REVIVE OLD WAIL: PALACE’S 95¢ CUT-IN 


Continued weakness of 
way film biz, disproportionately 
Jow compared to other parts of the 
city and nation, has distribs and 
exhibs seriously reappraising that 


situation. On the distribution side | 


there’s a revival of the oft-spoken 
of idea of skipping a Stem first- 


run altogether, rather than “pay- 


ing for the privilege of playing 
Broadway.” On the exhib side 
there’s continued resistance to the 
suggestion that high admission 
prices are scaring potential pa- 
trons avas 


Phe business of foregoing a 
Broadway run and_=e substituting 
day-and-date openings in a group 
of nabe houses has been tried sev- 
eral time in the past, generally 
with pix of a nature that made it 
difficult to get an acceptable mid- 


town playdate. It was worked 
moderately well. Now distribs are 
talking of trving it on a larger 


scale. Some action along this line 
may be expected shortly, but few 
observers anticipate its ever really 
becoming a vogue except for se- 
lected pictures. 

The big squawk 
Broadway dates is that it is neces- 
gary to spend so much on advertis- 


ing to insure any kind of impres- | 


sive opening that there’s nothing 
jeft for a producer out of his film 
rental by the time he is finished 
paying his bills. Usual deal for a 
house calls for the producer to 
pay all or a major part of the ad- 
vertising, although it is billed 
through the theatre. 

As result of the slack grosses 
lately, it has not been rare that a 
distributor must send a check to 
the theatre to cover advertising 
expenditures in excess of film 
fentals due, rather than the exhib 
deducting ads from rentals and re- 
mitting the difference. It is under- 
stood that it recently cost Para- 

(Continued on page 6) 


MPEA Mulls Israeli Govt. 
Bonds and Other Frozen 
Pix Currency Problems 


Motion Picture Export’ Assn. 
batted around the question wheth- 
er its members should buy Israeli 
government bonds with coin frozen 
in that country in a_ discussion 
Monday (13) at the group’s annual 
meet. Company reps also gabbed 
on problems posed in Japan, Ger- 
many and Java. “fatters were then 
tabled until the next regular con- 
clave of foreign dept. execs. 





Attempts by the MPEA to obtain | 


liberalization of the uses of froz- 
en marks in occupied Germany 
took another going over. Majors 
are driving for easier terms on the 
blocked currency preliminary to 
their operation of individual of- 
fices, Jan. 1. 
cannot be used to acquire assets 
such as theatres. 

Hot Japanese poser came up for 
discussion in a continuation § of 
talks which have copped _ the 
MPEA’s attention for the past four 
meets. Big issue involved is 
whether the companies should par- 
allel their action in Germany by 
opening their own offices and drop- 
ping the MPEFA setup. Final an- 
swer is vet to come. 

With the companies returning to 
the East Indies following an end to 
hostilities, foreign reps also laid 
plans for resuming normal opera- 
tions in the new republic. 


BIG SHOW BIZ CROP 
OF SAILINGS ABROAD 


Seasonal pickup in = show _ biz 
personalities’ overseas traveling is 
reflected in the Jarge number of 
film, theatre and radio people sail- 
ing today (Wed.) on the Queen 
Elizabeth. Among passengers 
listed are Walt Disney, accom- 
panied by his wife and two daugh- 
ters. He'll sit in on the produc- 
tion of his live ‘Treasure Island” 
which starts in Britain ths month. 

Others sailing are Sam Eckman, 
Jrv., chairman and managing direc- 
tor for Metro in Britain; Joseph 
Friedman, Columbia International 
veepee: actresses Ella Raines and 
Margaret Wycherly; actors Fran- 
cis L. Sullivan and Richard Dix, 


as well as the Charles J. Corrells | 


(Andy of “Amos ‘n’ A”) and the 
Art Linkletters ‘emcee of “Truth- 
Consequences”). 


Broad- + 


concerning 


At present the coin | 





MAJOR WARNER GIFTS 
3,000 SHARES TO UJA 


Washington, June 14. 
Major Aibert Warner, veepee 
and treasurer of Warner Bros., has 
made a donation of 3,000 shares of 
his company’s common stock to the 
United Jewish Appeal, it was dis- 
closed here in a report filed with 
the Securities & Exchanges Com- 
mission. At current market price 
tor WB stock, gift adds up to about 
$33.000 in its cash equivalent. 
Warner now holds 438,800 shares 
of common plus 21,000 in trust. 
Jack L. Warner, production vee- 
pee, has acquired a block of 5,000 
shares of Warner common. Total 
of his holdings comes to 426,500 
shares of common outright and an- 
other 21,500 in trust. 


4d St. Houses 
In Big Price Cuts 


Boxoffice prices in New York’s 
double-feature alley, 42d. street, 
are beginning to topple to pre-war 
levels. Paralleling the decline in 
admission tabs at the Broadway 
firstruns, the 42d street grind 
houses are meeting the competi- 
tion with prices as low as 15 and 
20c for the early-bird showings. 
These admissions equal the depres- 
sion scales. 

Move was initiated at the 
Brandt-owned houses which in- 
cludes six of the 11 theatres on the 
street. At the Pix, morning prices 
have been slashed to 15c, plus tax, 
while the neighboring Bryant has 
gone down to 20c, plus tax in both 
cases. 
have cut back to a general level 
of about 25c during the a.m. 
period. Evening prices, however, 
are falling slower, holding at the 
40-50 cent level. 

Tipoff to the severity of the 
price drop is shown by the scales 
at the New Amsterdam which gets 
first crack at major product in the 
street’s subsequent-run operation. 
Formerly scaled from 44c in the 
morning to as high as $1 in the 
evenings, houses now ranges from 
35c¢ te 55¢ on weekdays. 








FRESH AIR POISONING 


WEEK FOR 3 PIX MAJORS 


This is “outing” week for the 
major companies. Homeotfice em- 
ploves of two distribs are taking 
a boatride up the Hudson, while a 
third will stage its fresh-air social 
at a country club. 

Warner Bros. workers went up 
the river yesterday ‘Tuesday) and 
20th-Fox employes follow 
today. Paramount will take its 
help to the Long Shore Country 
Club at Westport, Conn., Friday. 

Homeoffices shut down, except 
for skeleton crews, for the events, 
with everyone from prez to office 
bov generally taking part in the 
eat-drink-and-be-merry routines. 


Flaherty’s Korda Meet 
On ‘La. Story’ for Britain 


Robert Flaherty, documentary 
producer, is in England currently 
confabbing with Sir Alexander 
Korda on release there by Korda’s 
British Lion of Flaherty’s latest, 
“Louisiana Story.” He is also dis- 
cussing the possibility of producing 
a picture in association with Korda. 

Flaherty stopped in Britain on 
his way to Germany as a guest of 
the U.S. Military Government. 
He'll speak to the German people 
in connection with the showing 
there of “Louisiana Story.” Pic, 
which was financed by Standard 
Oil to the tune of about $200,000 
and was distributed here by Lopert 
Films, illustrates cooperative at- 
titude of industry and _ oil-land 
owners in Louisiana. Army _ has 
bought the pic for showing in 
Germany on the basis that it de- 
picts democracy and the free enter- 
prise system in action. Flaherty’s 
personal appearances will further 
point up this thought. 

Producer will be in Europe 
about five weeks and will visit 
France, as well as England and 
Germany. 





Other houses in the area’ 


them | 


Eddie Small May Buy 
And Scrap Old ‘Lorna’ 
To Kayo Any Confusion 


To avoid possible confusion with 
his projected film version of the 
x. D 
Doone.” Edward Small may acquire 
British 
based upon the novel. U.S. distri- 
bution rights to the British 
“Lorna are held by Astor Pictures 
which picked them up about eight 
months ago. With John Loder and 
Margaret Lockwood in its east, 
Lorna’ was originally set for fall 
release by Astor. 
understood that the company has 
placed the pic on a dormant status 


classic, “‘Lorna 


Blackmore 


a 14-year-old picture also 


waiting on a move from Smal! who 


presumably would shelve it. 

Harry 
rep, confirmed in New York yes- 
terday (Tues.) that tha matter had 
been discussed with Astor. But, he 
added, all angles would have to be 
weighed first in order to decide 
how much the old “Lorna” would 
hurt thé new one—if at all. Sum 
Astor -wants, of course, is the big- 
gest factor in closing a deal. 

Meanwhile, although “Lorna” 
is still on Small’s production sched- 
ule he’s undecided whether to 
shoot it as a locationer in Scotland 
or do it on the Coast. Original 
plans called for it to go before the 
cameras in the novel's natural 
setting. 


FLOCK OF BRIT. PIXERS 
LONDON TO HOLLYWOOD 


Sidney A. [Avers, assistant man- 
aging director of British Lion, Sir 
Alexander Korda’s_ distributing 
company, heads for the Coast from 
New York today (Wednesday). He 
arrived in the U.S. from England 
last Friday (10). Myers is going to 
Hollywood to confab with Herbert 
J. Yates, prez of Republic. BL 
distributes Rep product in England 
and its execs regularly make sev- 
eral trips a year to the U.S. for 
huddles with Rep toppers. Myers 
goes back to London July 4. 


Harold Boxall, co-managing di- 
rector of 
Productions, Ltd., arrives in New 
York from England next Monday 
(20). 

British producers Michael Powell 
and Emeric Pressburger arrive in 
New York Sunday (19) from Eng- 
land and will immediately plane 
to the Coast for huddles with 
Samuel Goldwyn on_ production 
deals. They're carrying a print of 
“The Return of the Pimpernel” 
for Goldwyn's o.o. Their agent, 
Robert Lautz, aceomps them. 








N. Y. to Europe 
Katherine Alexander 
Kermit Bloomgarden 
Madeleine Carroll 
Charles J. Correll 
J. S. Croeze 
John W. Cutting 
Howard Dietz 
Walt Disney 
Richard Dix 
Bobby Driscoll 
Mrs. Henry Fonda 
Madame Dusolina Giannini 
Radie Harris 
Joan Harrison 
Nicholas Joy 
Denis Johnston 
Joseph La Penna 
William B. Levy 
Art Linkletter 
Samuel Main 
Frank Maxwel! 

Joan MeCracken 
Hildegarde Neff 

Lena Peters 

Ella Raines 

Orfeo Rossi 

Frances Rowe 
Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Al Sharpe 

Julius Steger 

Maxine Stewart 
Zygmunt Sulistrowski 
Francis L. Sullivan 
Ralph Theadore 

Lou Walters 

L. Arnold Weissberger 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Valerie White 
Herbert Wilcox 
Margaret Wycherly 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


_ ritories 


However, it’s | 


Kosiner, Small’s eastern | 


PRICE-CUTTING BATTLE 


LOOMS ON DRIVE-INS 


Los Angeles, June 14. 

Fox West Coast and other west- 
ern circuits are considering a 
price-cutting war to protect regu- 
lar theatres against the inroads of 
drive-ins during the summer 
months. Reduced prices may even | 
extend to first-run houses in ter- | 
where auto theatres are 
numerous enough to be a threat. 
Another cause of concern among 
the regular theatres is the action 
of distributors in moving up cleéar- 
ances for drive-ins, putting them 
into closer competition 

In the Los Angeles 
drive-ins.are located too tar out of 
town to compete with first-run 
houses, but the auto theatres are a 
serious ; Francisco 


area the 


threat in San 
and San Diego 


‘Twofers Sweep 
Jersey Cinemas 


Trenton, June 14. 

The “change from a buck” psy- 
chology is sweeping this state in 
an exhibs’ drive to overcome slump- 
ing boxoffice returns. In an at- 
tempt to right those sagging 
grosses, estimated at 20° o less than 
last year, number of cracks have 
been showing in the theatre price 
structure. 

Widest-used practice now being 
employed by exhibs are “twofers” 
on off nights. Theatres are offer- 
ing two admissions for the price of 
one in an attempt to keep the scale 
up while luring the customers with 
bargain rates. Particular night 
that “twofers” are offered depends 


‘on the individual problem of the 
' theatre operator. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Korda’s London Film) 


Another growing trend is the 
proferring of special cutrates on 
the basis of cards issued to regu- 
lar filmgoers. Towns are being 
papered with these cards which 
are figured to spark business on 
the belief that the public can't re- 
sist a bargain. 

Third device now growing all the 
more common is the addition of a 
third request feature to supplement 
a house’s usual double-bill diet. 
Flock of theatres are booking re- 
issues as the third feature and then | 
heralding the added pic as a film 
brought back at the “request” of 
the patrons. 





FLEITMAN JOINS PR 

George Fleitman, former comp- 
trolier and assistant foreign sales- 
manager of Eagle Lion, has joined 
the staff of Producers Representa- 
tives, Inec:, the Irving Lesser-Sey- | 
mour Poe unit. He will serve as 
office manager and accountant. 

Prior to the amalgamation of 
PRC into EL, Fleitman was comp- 


| troller and manager of homeoffice 








operations for the former outfit. 





N. Y. to L. A. | 
Milton Berle 
John Bromfield 
Corinne Calvet 
Charles de Cruz 
Faith Domergue 
James Edwards 
Dale Evans 
Hugo Fregonese 
Hugh French 
Rumer Godden 
Forrest Judd 
Dorothy Kirsten 
Jessie Royce Landis 
Robert Lantz | 
Joyce Matthews 
W. Siewart McDonald 
Norman Moray 
Sidney Myers { 
Louella O. Parsons 
Lea Penman 
Michael Powell 
Emeric Pressburger 
Roy Rogers 
Gertrude Sayre 
Victor Volmar 
Jack L. Warner | 
Mae West ' 
Carey Wilson | 

| 


Roland Young 


Europe to N. Y. | 
Stephen Alexander 
Joe Corwjn 
Lester Cowan 
Susan Douglas 
Theresa Helburn 
Lena Horne 
Arthur W. Kelly 
Clare Tree Major 
Dr. Frank Stanton 
Russell Swann | 
Sherlee Weingarten 


| 


Other Provisos 


SWG Asks 100%, 
Guild Shop Plus 


Hollywood, June 14. 
With negotiations coming up 
soon with the majors on a new 
pact, the Screen Writers Guild is 
drafting new contract 
which call for 100% Guild 


proposals 


shop 
and minimum salaries of $187.50 
after 52 weeks plus one screen 


credit minimum of $350 weekly 

Additional contract revisions 
would hand members $3,500 for a 
minimum flat deal on a screenplay, 
with a $500 advance. Sum of $1,000 
would be paid on delivery of the 
treatment and not less than $3.150 
when the initial draft of the screen- 
play is delivered. 

A strike clause provides for con- 
tract suspension during a walkout 
while another clause calls for leas- 
ing, rather than outright sales of 
literary properties. This provision 
would demand a 50% down pav- 
ment on a seven-year lease with 
the author retaining the right to 
recapture the rights if principal 
photography is not started within 
three years. 

While SWG evidently is well 
prepared to wage a contractual 
battle, no guns as yet have been 
fired. Neither the majors nor the 
union have sat down at the nego- 
tiation table. Seeking a 100° shop 
under the new proposals, the labor 
organization already has a 90‘6 
Guild shop. 





Sues UA on Charge Of 
Unfair A & C Competish 


Current Abbott-Costello starrer, 
“Africa Screams,” represents un- 
fair competition to its 19-year-old 
picture, “Africa Speaks,” Classie 
Pictures is charging in a suit filed 
against United Artists last week in 
N. Y. federal court. Plaintiff wants 
an injunction to restrain UA from 
advertising or distributing the film 
under the title of ‘Africa Screams” 
or any similar title. Accounting of 
profits is also sought. 

“Africa Speaks,” according to 
the complaint, was made in 1930 
by Paul L. Hoeffler, a member of 
the Explorers Club, and is said to 
be a pictorial record of his explora- 
tions. Classic acquired exclusive 
distribution rights in 1947. It's 
also claimed that the Abbott-Cos- 
tello film causes “confusion to the 
public” and is a violation of the 
plaintiff's rights. 





L. A. to N. Y. 
Dick Arlen 
Florence Auer 
Irving Brecher 
Billie Burke 
Merian C. Cooper 
Robert Cummings 
Peggy Cummins 
Ned Depinet 
Ann Dvorak 
Arthur Freed 
Jack Greenberg 
Bernard Hart 
Margie Hart 
Henry Herbel 
Joy Hodges 
Seaman Jacobs 
Louis Jourdan 
Fay Kanin 
Michael Kanin 
Leon Kaplan 
Bill King 
John Klempner 
Jesse L. Lasky 

. David Loew 
Paul Lukas 
Jeffrey Lynn 
Lon McAllister 
Patricia Medina 
Lauritz Melchior 
Allen Miner 


fe Harvey Orkin 


William Perlberg 
Milt Pickman 
George Raft 
Howard Reinheimer 
Dore Schary 
George Skouras 

Sid Strotz 

Franchot Tone 
Nancy Walker 
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Pa'sBlock-of-5 (20% Cancellation) 


PAR’ “SAMSON 


To Cut Single Pix Selling Costs) warps ‘jqAy’ 


Philadelphia, June 14. 

In a significant move aimed to 
cut the terrific cost on selling 
single pix to smaller accounts, 
Paramount is swinging back into 
block sales of its features, it has 
been learned here. Within the next 
few days, Par will offer a group of 
five films which have not yet been 
tradeshown to exhibs. Under its 
consent decree with the Govern- 
ment, company will extend the 
right to exhibs for 20% cancella- 
tion of the block within 10 days 
after the theatre ops have the op- 
portunity to see the features. 

Action by Paramount to lop the 
cost on individual sales of features 
may be. followed by other com- 
panies. Several of the smaller 
companies, Columbia, for one, have 
tried out the new group selling but 
Par is the first of the Big Five to 
launch into the practice. Because 
of the block-booking ban, individ 
ual terms on each film must be 
provided in the contract but that 
is the only real difference between 
group selling and the oldtime block 
sales. 

Par’s new plan, it has_ been 
learned, is nationwide in extent 
and will cover all exhibs who pay 
less than $75 top for a film. Com- 
pany is dubbing the scheme “Para- 
mount’s security contract’ and 
baiting the hook for exhibs with a 
future campaign which will play 
up the fact that the theatre man 
can solve his product problem by 
buying a group of films in advance. 

Understood the plan will apply 
to all Paramount product available 
through this December which have 
not already been tradeshown, The 

(Continued on page 18) 


Exhib Assns. May Help 
Own Exchequers Via 
‘Sponsored’ Shorts 


New angle to promote the play- 
ing of “sponsored” shorts in 
theatres is use of the income to 
support exhib organizations. First 
such move has been made by 





North Central Allied, and other pands during the first three months | 
outfits, it is expected, may ee 


suit. 

Shorts involved in the NCA proj- 
ect are the Chesterfield-sponsored 
one-reelers, “New Tobaccoland” 
and “Out from Tobaccoland.” They 
are being distributed by Tom Con- 
nors Associates, Inc. Connors is 


former v.p. in charge of distribu-| 


tion for 20th-Fox. Associated with 
him now, incidentally, is Claude 
Lee, former exhib relations rep for 
Paramount. 

The Minneapolis Allied group 
last week sent a bulletin to its 
members asking that they play the 
Shorts and sign a blank turning 
over the income to the organization 
for its support. Connors pays $8.50 
for each 1,000 people in attendance 
and pro rata for fractions of 1,000. 

NCA convention had previously 
voted approval of the idea. Bulle- 
tin last week, in urging playing of 
the pix, pointed out that they were 
in Technicolor, featured such stars 
as Bob Hope, and offered ‘‘a chance 
for you to get a good short subject 
free and give your organization 
some badly needed revenue without 
any cost to you.. .It is a painless 
way of helping pay for the legis- 
lative and other work of the organi- 
zation.” 

National Screen handles physical 
distribution of the films for Con- 
hors. He anticipates in the near 
future adding pix sponsored by ad- 


Vertisers other than Chesterfield to 
his list. 





Jones as Smith Aide 


Lem Jones, formerly aide to 
20th-Fox prexy Spyros P. Skouras, 
has been named assistant to Andy 
Smith, company’s vice-prexy over 
Sales, 
ioe was closely associated with 
the ewe Wendell Willkie during 
seae nee presidential campaign 
a 0. He joined 20th as Skouras’ 

when Willkie became chair- 
Man of the board. 


+ 





Anchors Away 

Directors of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America ruled 
yesterday (Tuesday) that a 
dame’s okay as long as she’s 
afloat. It approved use by War- 
ner Bros. of the title, “The 
Bright Dame.” 

MPAA has a standing rule 
against the word “dame” in 
pic tags. Directors opined it 
would be okay in this case, 
however, since it refers to a 
ship. 


As Richards-Par | 
Pool Ends, Pix Co. 
Out to Sell Him 


Paramount's distribution forces | 
swung into immediate action to 
win southern theatre operator E. V. 
Richards as a customer for its 
product following the announce- 
ment that Richards and the film 
company have reached agreement 
on the breakup of their partnership 
circuit. Seeking to cut a deadlock | 
which has caused Par to sell away 
its picture lineup from the 79-the- 
atre circuit for the past year, Al- 
fred W. Schwalberg, Par’s sales 
veepee, trekked to New Orleans 
last week for huddles_ with 
Richards. | 

Schwalberg, returning over the 
weekend, conceded that the pur- | 
pose of his trip was to reach a deal | 








with the Dixie exhib for those | 
houses which Richards will be | 
operating on his own. While no 


|agreement was reached, Schwal- | 
berg indicated that further talks | 


would be pushed. Par’s falling out | 
ability to agree on terms. 

Under the Paramount-Richards 
dissolution pact, the major acquires 
its pard’s entire stock in the cir- 
cuit, with the shares changing 


with Richards stems from their in- | 


(Continued on page 18) | 





i ¢. McCARTHY NAMED | U. S. was made to Korda a couple | 


FORE'GN V.P. OF MPAA. 


Further solidifying the newly- 
revised exec setup of the Motion | 
Picture Assn. of America, the! 
organization’s board in New York | 
yesterday (Tuesday) upped John 


|G. McCarthy to v.p. in charge of 


international affairs. McCarthy | 
has headed the international de- 
partment since last November. 
His promotion to a vice-presi- | 
dency underlines the complete 
authority in foreign matters he was | 
recently given when Francis Har- | 
mon, v.p. in charge of the New 
York office, was relieved of all 
jurisdiction in these matters. Har- | 
mon has been shifted to topper of | 
the newly-combined exhibitor and | 


community relations departments 
and will give most of this his time | 
to those fields. | 


Board also named Maurice Berg- | 
man, exec aide to Universal prexy | 
Nate Blumberg, to the exhibitor- | 
community relations committee. | 
Latter group, headed by RKO) 
president Ned E. Depinet, is the 
board’s supervisory unit over Har- 
mon’s new setup. It’s all part of | 
a recently-formulated scheme to 
cut down anti-trust suits against 
the majors by exhibs through | 


'wooing their friendship and pro-| 


moting a new spirit of cooperation | 


‘between the segments of the in- | 


dustry with the coming of divorce-| 
ment. aa 
American companies will again 
participate in the Royal Command 
Performance in London this year, 
the board decided. It will be held 
Nov. 17. Likewise okayed was 
participation in the Irish Catholic 
Stage Guild performance in Dublin 
a few days later. Hollywood pix 
will be the prime attractions at 
(Continued on page 20) i 


Day of the advanced admission 
picture is over, RKO execs pri- 
| Vately feel as result of the rough 
time they are currently having 
with “Joan of Arc.” The Walter 


Wanger production, starring Ingrid 
Bergman, is proving disappointing 
—particularly in smaller towns— 
in its upped-seale plavoff 

RKO’s experience is being care- 
fully watched by Paramount and is 
known to be a factor in that com 
pany’s thinking on Cecil B. de 
Mille’s “Samson and Delilah.” Par, 
which will send the pic into release 
early next year, has been wavering 


on policy and the results with 
“Joan” may swing the decision for 
or against roadshowing 

Also being watched by Par, al- 
| though it is felt that the situation 
is less of a parallel with “S&D” 
than “Joan” is, are ‘“‘Hamlet” and 


“Red Shoes.” They both continue 
to be sold at tilted prices with good 


results They're playing art or 
semli-art houses, however, rather 
than the standard theatres that 


“S&D” would be forced to play. 
RKO finding that potential 
patrons just won't shell out the 
$1.20 that being asked. Public 
balking particularly in = small 
towns, in which some of the busi- 
ness has been murderous. Never- 


is 


IS 


1S 


'theless, RKO will continue with the 


tilted-tap policy,. booking as many 
(Continued on page 18) 


Korda Sells 2 Pix 
Outright to 20th 


Alexander Korda has sold 
outright to 20th-Fox American 
rights to the two British films 
which the company had been dis- 
tributing for him on a percentage 
basis. They are “An Ideal Hus- 
band,” starring Paulette Goddard, 
and “Anna Karenina,” starring 
| Vivien Leigh. Korda is understood 
|to have received approximately 


Sir 


| $650,000 for the residual income in | 


the pair of pix. Payment was 
made to the producer in sterling of 
20th’s blocked funds in England. 

Advance of $500,000 on anticipat- 
ed earnings of the two films in the 


years ago by the Bankers Trust 
Co., N. Y. Bank of England at 


vide Korda with a sufficient num- 
ber of dollars to cover the advance 


MISH PIX 0 


VER? 
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Distribs’ Feud Over $3,000,000 Due 


From British Film Earnings in U. S. 





? 


Fishy Device 


For the 


third successive 
year, the U. S. State Depart- 
ment has selected a com 
mercial film to represent this 
country at the Venice Film 
Festival The 10th = annual 
opens Aug. 11 This “year’s 
choice, “It’s the Maine Sar- 
dine,” produced by Sun Dial 


Films, is an institutional docu 
mentary sponsored by Maine 
sardine companies. 





Sears Nixes Rank 
On2 UA Bookings: 


Terms Too Low 


United Artists’ prexyv Grad 
Sears, reporting to the companv’'s 


board in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) on his recent trip to 
England, disclosed that he had re 
ceived an offer from J. Arthur 


Rank to book two UA pix on his 
circuits. Sears said he hed turned 
Rank down because he considered 
the terms offered too low and like 
wise objected to Rank’s “picking 
and choosing.” 

| The two films the Rank circuits 
wanted were Sam Bischoff’s “Out 
post in Morocco” and Edward Nas- 
sour’S “Africa Screams.” Refusal 
of the UA topper to accept dates 
for them on Rank’s Odeon or Gau- 
mont-British webs means that the 
distrib will have to peddle them, 
as it has been doing with most of 
its product recently, to indie cir- 
| cuits. 

Nevertheless, UA announced fol- 
| lowing the meeting, Sears feels 
the Rank situation is clearing up 
|}somewhat and bookings on Odeon 
{and G-B may be worked out. 
| UA has been in a running battle 


ee 


with Rank execs for several years | 


(Continued on page 18) 





UA BOARD OK’S 3 DEALS; 
WILCOX’S 2 LOOK LIKELY 


Improvement in United Artists’ 
| product situation 
| proval by the board in New Yor 





\that time guaranteed the loan, in| yesterday (Tuesday) of three re- 
effect, by committing itself to pro-| Jeasing deals and the 


likelihood 
_that the company will get two toy 
| grossing British pix made by 


| 


is seen in aP-| Ap 


Controversy has sprung up among 
the major film companies that is 
jeopardizing some $3,000,000 in 


earnings of British pix in the U.S. 
during the past 12 months. As a 
result of the tiff, the ‘B’ pool to 
which this coin would go for later 


distribution among the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s mem- 
bers under the Anglo-American 


film pact is currently almost com- 
pletely depleted. During the first 
year of the agreement, which ex- 
pired yesterday (Tues.), because of 
the dispute, not a single penny 
from the pool has been divvied 
among the companies 

Anglo-Ameriean pact set up ‘A’ 
and ‘B’ pools for dollar remittances 
to Yank companies. Monthly pay- 
ments (totalling $17,000,000 for 
the year just ended) have been 
regularly made out of the ‘A’ pool. 
The ‘B’ pool, which was to hold 
all earnings from British films in 
the U.S. and serve additional 
remittances, has suffered from a 
number of special deals between 
Yank and British distribs which 
kept the coin out of this fund. 

Current battle is raging over a 
threat of Universal to withhold 
the take from its British-made re- 
leases from the pool. U is burning 
over the special deals made by 
other companies which skirted this 
special fund. While originally com- 
mitted to turn over its earnings 
on Anglo imports, U officials now 
claim it is. being made a _ patsy 
while other units salvage their 
entire earnings on British pix. 

U is one of the two chief distribs 
in the U.S. for J. Arthur Rank, 
top British producer. Hence, its 
stand takes in a lot of ground. For 
one, U is distributing Rank’s 
“Hamlet” which was the top Brit- 
ish earner here in the past 12 
months with a take close to $1,- 
500,000. Outfit also has been 


(Continued on page 18) 


as 


U Starts to Show Black; 
$252,293 Net 2d Quarter 
But Still 4656 in the Red 


Adding an official note to the 
company’s comeback into’ the 
black-ink side of the ledger, Uni- 
versal has showed up with a net 
profit of $252,293 for the second 
quarter of its fiscal year, ended 
ril 30. U, however, still winds 


with a oss for the first six months 


| 


if the proceeds of the films in the | Herbert Wilcox. Five films would | 


U. S. were insufficient. 

Since the two pix proved dis- 
appointing at the b.o., it was nec- 
essary for the Bank of England 


to make good on its pledge. Thus, 


when 20th handed sterling to Kor- 
(Continued on page 18) 











Par Theatre Lineup 

With Paramount rapidly 
getting set for its two-com- 
pany operation by the end of 
the current year, management 
has now fixed the final lineup 
of officers of the dual units. 
Leonard Goldenson, of course, 
will step into the presidency 
of United Paramount Theatres 
and may also be drafted for the 
board chairmanship. Walter 
Gross will serve as both vee- 
pee and general counsel while 
Robert O’Brien, now secretary 
of the parent org, becomes 
secretary-treasurer of the new 
circuit. Understood Edward 
L. Hyman and Robert M. Weit- 
man will be tagged veepees. 

New production unit will 
start business with its present 
officer lineup virtually un- 
changed. Only _ substantial 
alteration seen is the assump- 
tion by Austin C. Keough of 
the post of secretary along 
with his jobs as general coun- 
sel and veepee. Keough for- 
merly served in the triple ca- 
pacity for Par before O’Brien 
took over the secretarial 
chores. 


| be of material aid 
UA’'s releases, which will now run 
until about the end of tke year. 

| Okayed by the board were Edward 
|, Aw Golden’s deal for “Guilty of 
Treason,” yarn about the lron Cur- 





immediately; Seymour Nebenzal's 


remake of ‘“M,” to be produced in | ; 
| remake aa = cl don fron. 1% windup in the profit side when 


‘sar,’ which Ronald Colman will 
| star in and co-produce. 

| Colman pic will be the second to 
| be made out of the $600,000 fi- 
'nancing jackpot which Howard 
| Hughes advanced to UA last winter 
| for waiver by the company of dis- 
| tribution rights on three of his pix. 
| First film made from the fund is 
'the Mickey Rooney-Sam_ Steifel 
| production, “Quicksand,” now edit- 
ing. 


in stretching | 


of $465,242, since it started with a 
$717,535 handicap in the form of 


)- : : 
‘losses suffered during its first 
quarter. 

Six-month crimson compares 


with a profit of $232,866 for the 


|corresponding period of last year. 


U’s second quarter take is ahead 
of 1948’s, when the company net- 


| ted $98,660 in its final period of 


tain which will go into production | profitable operations preceding a 


sharp decline. 
U’s rally is believed to preface 


its fiscal year ends. Amortization 


/of costly pix, released last year, 


Wilcox pix which UA will prob- | 


} 

| ably get are “Spring in Park Lane”’ 
|and “Maytime in Mayfair.”’ They 
| would go to UA under the contract 
/of one of its own producers, who 
| would in turn make a reciprocal 
| arrangement with Wilcox for Eng- 
land. 





| Sues Kathryn Grayson 

| Los Angeles, June 14 

| Breach-of-contract suit for $41,- 
050 against actress Kathryn Gray- 
'son was filed in L. A. superior 
court by Murray Lazar, her former 
| business manager. 

| Plaintiff declares actress refuses 
'to go through with a one-year con- 
| tract, signed last Nov. 1, calling for 
5% of her gross income. 


tion 


is now almost completely absorbed 
and the company is showing about 
the same gross rentals as last year 
on cheaper features turned out 
during the past 12 months. 


VOLCANO LATEST TO GET 
INTO BERGMAN HAIR 


Rome, June 7. 

It has been necessary to find an- 
other location for the Ingrid Berg- 
man-Roberto Rossellini film, “God’s 
Earth,” other than the island of 
Stromboli, off the coast of Sicily, 
because the volcano on Stromboli 
has become too active for good 
working conditions. 

A similar (in landscape) loca- 
area will be selected this 
week, and Miss Bergman has al- 
ready left Stromboli. Rossellini is 
in Rome for a day or two, but 
expects to return to his work as 
soon as possible. In spite of the 
many delays due to weather, visit- 
ors and volcanos, the picture is 
progressing as well as though there 





{were a real schedule. 
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Freedom of the Press’ Application 


To Films to Be Legally Tested Out oe ee ere ace | 


Right of any U. S. governmental? 
body, state or municipal, to cen- 
sor films drew closer to a final 
test before the U. S. Supreme 
Court this week in two develop- 
ments. The National Council on | 
Freedom from Censorship, group | 
affiliated with the American Civil | 
Liberties Union, announced that it 
will bring a special test case chal- 
Jenging the constitutionality of 
censorship bodies. At the same 
time, United Artists and _ Hal 
Roach studios filed its brief in the 
Supreme Court of Tennessee at- 
tacking the Memphis board’s ac- 
tion on Roach’s “Curley.” 

The Council declared that it had 
instructed its attorneys to prepare 
an appropriate test and to report 
not later than Sept. 1. It is de- 
termined to rig a test case on the 
basis of the Supreme Court rul- 
ing in the Government anti-trust 
case which lumped pix along with 
mags, newspapers and the radio as 
protected by the free speech 
amendment to the constitution, at- 
torney Roger Baldwin and play- 
wright Elmer Rice, ACLU officials, 
said. 

Org is on the hunt for a “pub- 
lic-spirited exhib” willing to risk 
prosecution and possible financial 
loss to show an uncensored film or 
one which has been banned, Bald- 
win said. If it cannot find an ex- 
hib ready to act as guinea pig, the 
group will hire a theatre and play 
an unlicensed film to put the prin- 
ciple to the test. 

‘Curley’ the Guinea Pig 


Pushing its own case which the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
4s backing, UA flatly declared in 
its 128 page brief that films are 
exempt from censorship. It quotes 
the Supreme Court anti-trust 
statement that “we have no doubt 
that moving pictures, like news- 
papers and radio, are included in 
the press whose freedom is guar- 
anteed by the First Amendment.” 
UA also asserts: “‘to use race or 
color as the sole legal basis for 
censorship of talking motion pic- 
tures is illegal and unconstitu- 
tieral.” 

In the “Curley” case, the Mem- 
phis board barred the film be- 
cause it depicted a Negro child 
playing with whites. UA lost in 
the lower court. 

ACLU’s test suit will probably 
be brought in either New York or | 
Ohio, it is said. Outfit does not 
anticipate any difficulties in se- 
curing a film. In the event that 
the “Curley” action squarely pre- 
sents the poser to the high court, 
or? may wait out that ruling first. 

Subiect has not been brought 
before the Supreme Court in over) 
30 years and ACLU is convinced 
that the interpretation has changed 
since then. In 1916, court held 
that films were entertainment and 
thus not 
speech and press proviso. 
ever. it is said. Supreme Court re- 
cently declared in an_ action 
brought by Murray Winters vs. 
N. Y. State that ‘‘the line between 
the informing and the entertain- 
ing is too elusive for the protec- 
tion of that hasic right” (free 
sveech), thereby’ indicating a 
chenge of heart. 

Seven states, besides a flock of 
mnicipelities now have censor- 
shin boards. States are New York, 
Pennsvlvania, Virginia. Ohio 
Louisiana, Kansas and Maryland. 





Test Polish Pic Ban 


Baltimore, June 14. 

In the wake of protests against 
the ban on a Polish film by the 
Maryland censorship board, Gov. 
W. Preston Lane has asked a rul- 
ing from the attorney general on 
whether a pic can be barred on 
the grounds it is “Communist 
provaganda.” “On Polish Lend.” 
a cocumentary distributed bv the 
Poe'-Ton Film Co. of New York 
was recently nixed by the Marv- 
land censors hecause it was “bosed 
on deceit and misrepresentation of 
facts.” 

"oder Maryland law, the cen- 
sor board is authorized to bar the 
showing of anv film which it con- 
siders “immoral. obscene and _ in- 
decent.” The censors. however, 
contended that the Polish pic con- 
stituted just as much a moral 
breach as a “film depicting sexnal 
misconduct.” Newspaper editoria!s 
and civie rights groups have at- 
tacked the ruling as an action 
based on nolitical rather than on 
moral grounds. | 





vrotected by the Pang livan, Herman Levy, Walter Reade, 


Bidding Elimination Up 
At MPA-TOA Talks 


Washington, June 14. 

Possibility of eliminating com- 
petitive bidding sales by the major 
distributors was brought up here 
last week at the secret huddle on 
industry public relations problems 
between Motion Picture Assn. of 
America and Theatre Owners of 
America toppers. 

Proposition that the majors kill 
off the competitive proposition was 
made by one of the TOA officials 
who did not like the way such sales 
have been working out. However, 
MPA people contended that they 
had no authority to handle or 
recommend such things to their 
members. Nevertheless, it was un- 
derstood that the suggestion would 
be handed on to the individual 
companies. 











Depinet Powwow | 


talks’ were held with the TOA 
delegation consisting of Ted Gam- 
ble, board chairman; Gael Sullivan, 
exec director; and Robert Coyne, 
board member. 





Continued 





All-Embracing 


It is believed that what Depinet, 
Francis Harmon, MPAA chief of 
exhib-relations dept., and other 
MPAAers want 
blanket the field of intra-industry 
and public relations problems. 
MPAA wants exhib cooperation in 
studying anti-trust litigation, film 
distribution, audience research, at- 
tendance figures, drive-ins and a 
multitude of other posers. 


However, a hurdle is expected by 
way of the TOA demand for the 
preliminary creation of an all-in- 
dustry committee. Whether the 
MPAAers can consent to a passage 
of control to such a_ body which 
might take the bit in its own teeth 
is problematical. One MPAA olf- 


ficial expressed doubt on the ques- | 


tion when quizzed this week. 


Understood that TOA feels the | 


past record of the MPAA on pro- 
posals for cooperation has not been 
a particularly shining one. 


all-out cooperation when it launch- 
ed its public relations drive last 
year despite promises that it would. 


Hence, it wants the committee set | 


up as an guarantee of good faith 
on MPAA’s part. 


Besides Depinet, Eric Johnston, 
Austin C. Keough, William F. 
Rodgers, 
jamin Schwerber and Harmon will 
rep MPAA. Group fronting for 
TOA includes Gamble, Coyne, Sul- 


Jr., Harry Lowenstein, Si Fabian 
and Stanley W. Prenosil. 


to discuss would | 


Exhib | 
outfit claims it was unable to get | 


Maurice Bergman, Ben- | 











| Pic-Backers 


Continued from page 3 





they insist on the observance of 
five rules: 

1. The package must be so con- 
stituted that second money and 
completion bond givers are amply 
protected in the estimated gross. 
First money will not be available 
if this requirement is not met. 

2. Reputation and past perform- 
ances of the producer will not 
enter into conclusions on any deal. 
Each package must be considered 
entirely on its own merits. 

3. Each package must contain a 
certain number of fresh players, 
male and femme. Bankers point to 
surveys showing that less than 20 
Hollywood stars mean anything at 
the boxoffice because people are 
tired of familiar faces and old- 
timers trying to be bobby sockers 

4. Each package must offer 
fresh production talent. Surveys 
show that film customers are just 
as tired of the old tricks of direc- 
tors, writers and cameramen as 
they are of looking at old faces. 

5. The package must be so con- 
stituted that it shows it has built 
“rom the bottom up, and not from 
the top down. In other words, the 
producer must have a solid story, 
told in a manner that will permit 
cheap production costs, rather than 
starting with a $600,000 budget and 
then trying to cut costs to fit that 
figure. 






Vagahonding 


Continued from page 2 


about town. 


Greek Queen is really a honey. 
Of course the Princess does too, 
‘ie. get around. The UN’s Pales- 
/tine-Arab Settlement Commission 
is quartered also at the Beau-Ri- 
vage, as well as many US. oil 
,company reps. The management 
indicated a desire that we move on 


—they were charging us $24 for two 
the eaves on the | 


doubles, under 


backside of the hotel. Hotel claim- 


ed governments and UN Commis- | 


sions paid double, so that private 
trade wasn’t welcomed much any 
longer. 
National Tourist Office, at nearby 
Lausanne, who dispatched their 
manager, P. Martinet, to the hotel 
to reprimand the hotel’s “direct- 
orate”; 
moved on to _ the 
for a week and from there here. 

The Lucerne’s Palace’ was com- 
pletely refurnished after World 
War II; all new plumbing. Rates in 
these de luxe joints all about the 
same; doubles $10; single, $6. Food 


expensive in Switz; averaging about | 
$8 per diem per person in cities; | 
and $6 en route. Everything spot- | 
plenty of | 

Shops bulging | 
Gas unrationed; | 


less, of course, and 
everything to eat. 
with US goods. 
but averages about 70c a gallon— 
in some places 80c. 


Spent two sunlit days high up on 


the Jungfrau with my cameras; and 

' after one such had slight return of 
my old ticker-trouble in the form 
of a slight, but painful, 
strong enough to knock me out 
for awhile and bed me for a few 
days. Excellent local specialist. 

We're playing hide-and-seek with 
the Tom Deweys: missed them by 
minutes in Zurich, Interlacken, 
Berne and Lucerne. The De Gaulle 
Military Coup, believed planned 
for June 18, is thought by some 
to be political maneuvering of the 
“Quelle (?) faction” to block the 
French generals’ ambitions. 

In Geneva houses, J. Arthur 
Rank’s “Take My Life,” dubbed in 
French; “Holiday in Mexico” also 
dubbed; Gaby Morlay, Jean Tis- 
sier, Frank Villard and Daniele De- 


lorme in “Gigi”; and Jean Gra- 
| nier in ‘“Mirages.”’ In Lausanne- 
| Ouchy: Vivien Leigh and Ralph 


Richardson in “Anna Karenina.” 
with dubbed-in French: at the Coli- 
| see, Boyer and Ann Blyth in “Ven- 
geance de Femme,” also dubbed; at 
the Palace O’Hara, Dick Haymes, 
Harry James and his orchestra in 
| Technicolor, “Do You Love Me,” 
in English with French titles: John 
| Garfield and Hazel Brooks at the 
Capital in “Blood and Gold”: 
“Belita” at the ABC; “Francois Pre- 
mier,” with Fernandel, at the At- 
lantic; and ‘“‘The Sheriff of Bullion 
City” at the Bio. 

In Interlaken: Basil Rathbone 
and Nigel Bruce in “Sherlock 
Holmes” and “The Lady in Green”; 
and Laurel & Hardy in “Olivier 
VIII.” In Berne: “The Hunted,” 
“A Woman Betrayed” with French 
dubbed in, “Gigi” and “Fantasia.” 

Here in Lucerne: “Somewhere in 
the Night”; “Hold That Blonde”; 
“Fantasia”; Tyrone Power in “Je 
Cherche le Charlatan”;: “Anna and 
the King of Siam” and in Zurich: 
“Thief of Bagdad,” “Smash-Up” 
and Abbott & Costello in “Die 
Table Runde” with dubbed-in Ger- 
man. Swiss head'ine-of-the-week: 
“Charlot Papa-7-60-et-4,” after the 
order of the French freight-car! 








Reported this to the Swiss | 


but we took the hint and | 
comfortable, | 
sprawling Victoria, in Interlacken, | 


attack, | 


period of its growth. 


With Lionel Barrymore as the 
able sentimental and nostalgic 





| 
| 


their stars: “The Merry Widow,” 


clips from current and upcoming pix. 
should be of considerable interest to fans, 


M-G's ‘Some of the Best’ 


As part of its 25th anniversary celebration, Metro is distributing 
free a 40-minute compilation of its most notable pictures during the 
Called “Some of the Best,” included are 


It is an interesting film and 


interlocutor, the pic has consider- 
value in unspooling memorable 


scenes from a flock of memorable pictures, starting with the John 
Gilbert-Renee Adoree starrer of 1924, “The Big. Parade.” 
scenes that follow certainly emphasize the prestige-development of 
Metro during its quarter of a century. 


Following “Parade” come sequences from the following pix and 


The 


1925 (Gilbert-Mae Murray); ‘Flesh 


and the Devil,’ 1926 (Garbo-Gilbert); “Ben-Hur,” 1927 (showing 


race); “Tell It to the Marines,” 


Ramon Novarro and Francis X. Bushman, in their famous chariot 
1928 (Lon Chaney, Eleanor Board- 


man and William Haines); “Broadway Melody,” 1929 (Charles King, 


and Wallace Beery); ‘Trader 
Booth and Duncan Renaldo); 


Bessie Love and Anita Page); “Min and Bill,” 1930 (Marie Dressler 
Horn,” 
“Grand Hotel,” 


1931 (Harry Carey, Edwina 
1932 (Garbo, John 


Barrymore, Wallace Beery, Joan Crawford shown in scenes from 


the pic); “Tugboat Annie,” 1933 


(Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, 


(Gable and Tracy); ‘‘The 


(Dressler-Beery). 


“Dinner at Eight’ was the 1934 pic, showing scenes with Jean 
Harlow, Marie Dressler among ethers; “Mutiny on the Bounty,” 
1935, shows Clark Gable, Charles Laughton; 
(Spencer Tracy, Clark Gable and Jeanette MacDonald); “The Good 
Earth,” 1937 (Paul Muni and L 
(Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney); “The Wizard of Oz,” 1939 
Jack Haley); 
Philadelphia Story,” 1941 (Cary Grant 


“San Francisco,” 1936 
uise Rainer); “Boys Town,” 1938 


“Boom Town,” 1940 


and Katharine Hepburn); ‘Mrs. Miniver,” 1942 (Greer Garson and 


Walter Pidgeon); “Random 
Colman); “National Velvet,” 


“The Green Years,” 
“The Yearling,” 


Garland): 
Stockwell): 


did the writing and compilation; 


Harvest” 
1944 (Elizabeth Taylor and 
Rooney); “Meet Me In St. Louis,” 


1947 

Parade,” 1948°(Judy Garland and Fred Astaire). 

from 1949 pix, current and coming, follow. 
Frank Whitbeck supervised the compilation; Herman Hoffman 


(Greer Garson and -Ronald 
Mickey 
1945 (Margaret O’Brien and Judy 
1946 (Charles Coburn and Dean 
(Claude Jarman, Jr.); ‘‘Easter 
Brief excerpts 


Laurie Vejar the editing. Kahn. 











B’way Dates 
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'mount $1,400 in this manner on 
|one picture played in its own flag- 
|ship, the Paramount theatre. Uni- 
| versal is reported to have been 
| nicked $12,000 in the same way for 
ja Criterion run. Thus the cry 
| playing Broadway.” 

| Distribs see the day not far off 
'when the Mazda Lane exhibs will 
have to make concessions in their 
| deals or run the risk of being with- 
|out product. They point out that 
|terms are now such that the thea- 
itre is virtually guaranteed its nut 


'and some profit no matter how | 


| weak the b.o. The producer, there- 
| fore, is bearing all the brunt. With 
|fewer top quality pix now avail- 


able and runs shorter, theatre ops | 


|already are having quite a scram- 
ble for suitable product and will 
have to give way, distribs say, if 
| they want pix. Maurice Maurer, 
_operator of the Astor and Victoria 
for the City Investing Co., has al- 
|ready made some concessions in 
his terms, but still sticking to their 
'guns are Harry Brandt, who con- 
| trols the Globe, Gotham and May- 
fair; United Artists Theatres Corp., 
| which operates the Rivoli in a deal 
/with Paramount; and _ Charles 
_Moss, who operates the Criterion. 
The others are said to be some- 
what burned at Maurer. 


Cutting Prices? 


| As for the matter of admission 
‘prices hurting Broadway biz, ex- 
hibs are almost unanimous in re- 
jecting the thought that reduc- 
tions would bring enough addi- 
| tional patrons to compensate for 
the revenue lost per person. They 
claim they cannot afford to make 
a cut that would be big enough to 
really mean anything and that a 
| nickel or a dime slash would prove 
|a futile gesture. 








‘Oliver Twist’ 


Continued 








f-om 





This is a position they’ve taken 
consistently since grosses started 
to fall a couple years ago. The 





the film played in Berlin several 
months ago with resultant rioting, 
Rank now stands adamant against 
turning the Dickens work loose on 
American screens. Reportedly, he 
feels that the harm which the pic 
would work to the Rank label 
would far outweigh the cash intake. 


Under the axed plan which EL | 


had worked out with the Anti-Defa- 
mation group, ‘Twist’ would have 
been quietly shown in a number of 
small situations throughout the 
country. Audience would then 
have been quizzed as to their reac- 
tions. Specific questions on 
whether the pic has anti-Semitic 
atmosphere would have been in- 
cluded. Plan, incidentally, is al- 
most identical with an earlier one 
which was dropped when the 
furore became too hot to handle. 

Chief criticism leveled at 
“Twist” is that the portrayal of 
Fagin is a Streicher-like stereotype 
of a villanous Jew. 


‘only development that is now giv- 
ing them pause is the continued 
| strength of the Palace with its new 
vaude policy at a 95¢ top. Sol 
Schwartz, general manager of the 


RKO circuit, which operates the ' 


house, feels that the “change from 
a buck” price has as much to do 
with the success of the new policy 
as anything else. 

Other showmen likewise see the 
|Palace biz meaning that patrons 
are hunting bargains. This may 
prove effective in eventually stimu- 
lating price cuts, especially if 
grosses continue so weak. There 
was a flurry a couple months ago 
of reductions in ‘early bird” and 
matinee fees, but they were not 
sufficiently large in size or wide- 
spread enough to have any real 
effect. 

What’s needed, most astute ob- 
servers feel, is not only substantial 
cuts, but an accompanying adver- 
tising-publicity campaign to ac- 
‘quaint the public with the fact 
| they can again afford to come to 


‘about “paying for the privilege of | 


‘Uneconomic’ 








a Broadway theatre. Many peo- 
ple, it is feared, having been 
scared several times by the hole 
|a pair of tickets make in a $5 bill, 

have gotten out of the habit of 
| midtown theatregoing. 

















Lawson-Trumbo | 
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cision written by Justice Bennett C. 
Clark, agreed that a Congressional 
committee had a right to a respon- 
sive answer to a pertinent question. 

The decision commented in part: 


“The committee was and is con- 
stitutionally created . . . it func- 
tions under valid statute and 


resolution which have repeatedly 
|and without exception been up- 
|held as constitutional. Power of 
| inquiry includes power to require 
|a witness before the committee to 
| disclose whether or not he is a 
| Communist, and failure or refusal 
| of a witness so to disclose is prop- 
erly punishable... . 

“No one can doubt in these 
|chaotic times that the destiny of 
all nations hangs in balance in the 
|current ideological struggle  be- 
'tween Communist - thinking and 
| Democratic-thinking peoples of the 
_ world. Neither Congress nor any 
court is required to disregard the 
| impact of world events, however 
| impartially or dispassionately they 
view them... .” 


= 





Edw. Dmytryk to Direct 
Indie for Phil Waxman 


One of the “Hollywood 10,” Ed- 
; ward Dmytryk, will return from 
| Britain next August to direct a 
‘film version of Stanley Ellin’s 
novel, “Dreadful Summit,” which 
| Philip A. Waxman will produce. 
Despite the tacit industry blacklist 
‘against Dmytryk and the other 
nine, the indie filmmaker declared 
jin New York last week that he has 
no qualms about hiring the direc- 
bed for “he’s the best man for the 
jo 8 

Waxman closed the deal for 
Dmytryk’s services in a recent two- 
week trip to England where the di- 
rector completed N. A. Bronstens 
“Obsession” and is now handling 
|a forthcoming J. Arthur Rank re- 
| lease, “Give Us This Day,” based 
upon the book, “Christ in Con- 
crete.” Pact hands the megger & 
“substantial sum” plus a_ percent- 
age of the profits. 
| Screenplayed by Ellin, “Summit” 
|is a “suspense, chase-type” yarn 
| built around a boy and his father. 
| Locale is New York where the pic- 
ture is scheduled to roll in Septem- 
ber on a budget “close to $500,- 
000.” Waxman, who produced the 
Broadway legiter, “Strange Bed- 
fellows,” last season said the cast 
hasn't been set as yet, but he ex 
pects for draw upon stage person 
alities for the most part. It’s his 
first venture into film production. 
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WB's New Production Slate Geared ef MP PATE AY 
To Retaining Many of Own Theatres 


arner Bros.’ 
a ad on to its_theatres for the | 


eral years at least is re- 

need in the ‘production plans an- 
nounced at the company s three- | 
day international sales meeting in 
New York last week. Crossing the 
general industry trend of stepped- 
up production and releasing, execu- 
tive producer Jack L. Warner dis- 
closed to the sales meet that 38 
films will be finished or in work | 
during the balance of this year to | 
the end of 1950. This figure varies | 
slightly from Warners’ traditional | 
policy of about 20 releases per 
year. Production slate, however, 
revealed the company’s intention | 
to throw its weight behind bigger 
pix in the next period. eo 
Paramount and RKO, prepping 
for the splitoff of their theatre 
holdings under the consent de- 
cree, are stepping up their pro- 
duction activity by about 20°% over 
their normal quota. Strategy is 
aimed at compensating for loss of 
theatre profits by distrib volume. 
Warner execs, however, are ob- 
viously proceeding on the calcu- 
lation that theatre take is safely 
in the company’s coffers. 
Warners, through prexy Harry | 
M. Warner, has already disclosed 
its intention to make a last-ditch 
fight to retain its theatre holdings. | 
Even if the Federal court were to | 
order some form of divorcement, it | 
is estimated that appeals to the 
U. S. Supreme Court would delay 

(Continued on page 20) 


TIESLERS OK NOW AFTER 
A FIRE ON THEIR YACHT 


Injured by a fire which broke out 
last Thursday (9) on their yacht at 
City Island, N. Y., Canadian film 
exee Hans Tiesler and his wife, 
Gertrude, have been discharged 





from the Parkchester General Hos- | 


pital, Bronx, N. Y., where both 
were taken for treatment. Former 
sustained second degree burns of 
the face and body while Mrs. Ties- 
ler suffered from shock. 
Veepee-g.m. of Audio Pictures, 
Ltd. of Toronto, Tiesler was ready- 
ing the craft for a trip to Canada 
when the blaze started in the en- 
gine room. He’s associated with 
Arthur Gottlieb, a Montreal film 


man who is the husband of Gladys 
Tiesler is/| 


Glad Hellinger. Mrs, 
also an Audio official, supervising 
its script department. 





Bergman’s New U Duties: 
Dave Lipton to Commute 


Maurice Bergman, Universal’s 
eastern ad-pub director recently 
upped to an executive post with 
the Company, takes over his new 
chores July 5. While his duties 
Pte not yet been completely de- 
ag Bergman will be avaiiable 
o U’s prexy and top-bracket of- 
pies On any pressing problems. 

though handling exhib relations. 
ve will also trouble-shoot on rov- 
ing assignment. 
ou ae A. Lipton, U’s national ad- 

UD chief, wil] definitely not make 
- permanent h.g. in New York 
‘he will continue shuttling be- 

o the Coast and the h.o. 
in te York flackery will work 
with - independent departments 
the “Ca enry A. Linet as chief of 
leg Peto Philip Gerard head- 
nelle ns licity, and Charles Simo- 

i directing exploitation. 








is 
Indie s Waterfront Pic 
crime 24 articles on waterfront 
oa In New York which 

Malcolm Johnson, N.Y. 

: & Pulitzer prize 

have been bought as 
lar a film by Monti- 
doting wi; Pe? .2. new indie. 
& will be 100% in New 
0 release is set. 
cello paid Johnston $5,000 
gainst 5% of the net profits. 
S headed by E. S. Hart and 


Monti 
down a 
Outfit 


ii 
mg Hart. Associated with 
Sullivan, “‘torney Joseph T. P. 


confidence that it+ 





Better Run 

Saranac Lake, N.Y., June 14. 

Ted Gamble, as a member of 
the Variety-Clubs-Will Rogers 
hospital board, was making an 
inspection tour of the institu- 
tion here last week with a 
group of Variety - Clubbers 
when he ran into a former 
theatre man who is now a pa- 
tient. “How’s” everything?”, 
asked Gamble. ‘‘Fine,” was the 
reply, “except for our clear- 
ance. We have to follow the 
Schine house in the village.” 

Gamble, as a circuit oper- 
ator and board chairman of the 
Theatre Owners of America, 
found the problem no new 
one. He promised quick con- 
sulations with the distribs to 
get the hospital a better run 
for its one-night-a-week shows. 


Variety Clubs 
Takeover of San 


Now Official 


Variety Clubs all over the Unite 
States, in Canada, Mexico and 








| London, are now open to accept- 


ance of applications from anyone 
in any branch of show business for 


admittance to the Variety Clubs- | 


Will Rogers Memorial hospital at 
Saranac Lake, N.Y. 
has opened the doors of the famed 


19-year-old Adirondack landmark, | 


following formal acceptance last 
week of responsibility for financing 
its $200,000-a-year nut. 

With depletion of the Will 
Rogers Memorial Fund, headed by 
Walter Vincent, population of the 
sanitarium had sunk to 24 patients 
in the past two years. Eight more 
| have been admitted in the weeks 
since Variety agreed to take over 
‘and the Clubbers have promised 
to let the total rise to the hospital’s 
capacity of 96. If that’s not enough, 
they hope to embark on an expan- 
|sion program that will push the 
number of beds up to 140. 

To facilitate admissions, Variety 
| is eliminating all possible red tape. 
|ier runs, attorneys point out that 


|a house which can get a fair ad-| 


| mission price and return a reason- 
| able rental to the distributor is en- 
| titled to an equal break with other 
| theatres, whether the spot is a 
(Continued on page 18) 


AFL AND CIO UNIONS’ 
PRO-LABOR PIX SERIES 


Several major AFL and CIO 
unions have joined a cooperative 
film project to promot_ the pro- 
duction of new documentaries and 
increase the use of current public 
service and labor pix. New out- 
fit, National Film Cooperative, will 
begin operations within six months 
on the initial contribution of $20,- 
000 made by the labor groups. 
Robert Delson, labor attorney, is 
chairman of the project. 

Delson said the cooperative will 
provide social-minded documen- 





tarians with organized facilities to. 


assure the recovery of production 
costs plus a profit. Initial venture 
will be a film to tell “labor's 
story.” Cooperative will also act 
as a distrib agency and film li- 
brary and as a central purchasing 
agency for motion picture equip- 
ment. 
Among the unions supporting 
the cooperative are the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union. American Newspaper Guild, 
Textile Workers Union, United 
Hatters, Cap & Millinery Work- 
ers. United Automobile Workers, 
and Amalgamated Meat Cutters. 
Other gromps include National Co- 
operatives, Jewish Labor Commit- 
tee, Georgia Workers Educational 
Service and the Anti-Defamation 


| League. 


Organization | 








OGTWAR BOOM 


With the number of drive-in 
theatres having increased from 
; about 60 to 1,000 in the four years 
since the end of the war, film com- 
pany attorneys are girding them- 
| selves for a walloping number of 
|clearance suits from that source 
|The great increase in ozoners con- 
| tributes a serious new complica- 
ition to the matter of runs and 
clearances, which the distribs 
| thought 
| straightening out during the past 
|few years amidst a welter of law- 
| Suits, out-of-court settlements, de- 


| 
| 
| 


| crees and Dept. of Justice pressure. | 


| Some litigation has already been 
| started by the drive-ins in efforts 
to get an improvement in the sit- 
uation which originally found them 
| being handed only last-run prod- 
'uct, slough-offs and reissues. Lat- 


| . ° . ] 
| est of these suits is by the Grays-| 


|lake Outdoor Theatre Co., Ltd., at 
Grayslake, near Chicago, against 
|all the majors, Balaban & Katz 
and Publix-Great States Theatres. 

Grayslake suit, filed in Chicago 
federal court, is unusual in that no 
monetary damages are sought. Ex- 
| hib merely wants an injunction to 
eliminate clearances’ given to 
houses in nearby Waukegan and 
| Libertyville, so that he gets a 
quicker whack at product. 

Counsel for the majors feel that 
| there are a good many points on 
| both sides of the argument for 
| earlier runs for the fresh-air em- 
| poriums and it will probably take 
| some court decisions to eventually 
| determine a pattern. In the in- 
terim, some companies have been 
avoiding trouble by letting the 
ozoners in certain situations bid 
for pix or by moving up runs and 
cutting clearances by negotiation. 

Regarding the demands for earl- 
drive-in or not. The fact that the 
establishment might be in competi- 
| (Continued on page 18) 


Small-Young-EL 





| Edward Small’s deal for assump- 
_tion of control of Eagle Lion is still 
on the griddle and warm, although 
\chief stockholder Robert R. Young 
|is apparently sending out feelers in 
|other directions in the event Small 
|negotiations fall through. Ap- 
proach has been made to Stanley 
Kramer as a potential production 
head for the studio, but there have 
been no negotiations and the pro- 
ducer is known to be little inter- 
'ested in the proposition. 

| Serge Semenenko, Boston banker 
who is attempting to put the Small 
‘deal together, ‘reportedly will head 
for the Coast this week in an effort 
to get Small to reduce the demands 
which he asks be fulfilled if he is 
to assume control. Small is under- 
stood insisting that before he takes 
over, arrangements must be com- 
plete for a production fund of $5,- 
000,000 to $7,500,000 to cover all 
picture. financing required for the 
next two years. 

Semenenko, whose First National 
Bank of Boston, manages loans by 
four banks totalling about $10,500,- 
000 to EL and its parent company, 
Pathe Industries, has been en- 
deavoring to put the production 
fund together from outside sources 
in order to get Small to take over. 

(Continued on page 18) 


TV AND DRIVE-INS HOT 
ON TOA’S CONV. AGENDA 


Television and drive-ins will 
prominently feature discussions 
at the annual meet of the Theatre 
Owners of America, set for the 
week of Sept. 12 in Los Angeles. 
TOAers expect an attendance of 
600 to 800 exhibs and filmites on 
hand. 

Ted Gamble, board chairman, 
and Gael Sullivan, exec director, 
‘head west within a few days to 
huddle with Charles P. Skouras, 
National Theatres chief, who chair- 
| mans the convention. 





RLS ON DRIVE-INS 





a 


they had been gradually | 


Talks Still Warm 





Real Hot Fans 
Toledo, June 14. 

Drive-ins may soon be oper- 
ating not only all day, but all 
year, even in areas with the 
coldest weather. That was re- 
vealed last week to the central 
section of the Society of Mo- 
tion Picture Engineers here by 
J. D. Phyfe, of RCA. 

He disclosed that scientists 
are now working on two de- 
velopments that would give a 
further tremendous spurt to 
the mushrooming ozoner in- 
dustry. First is an innovation 
in projection that will permit 
daylight operation and second 
is asystem by which the house 
would run heat into parked 
cars to make drive-in theatre- 
going comfortable in any 
weather. 








Pix Admissions 
Still Patsy For 


Taxes Everywhere 


Washington, June 14. 

Nations around the world are 
turning increasingly to the thea- 
tre admissions tax for extra reve- 
nue—sometimes for special pur- 
poses but usually for general 
spending. Roundup of several of 
these situations is disclosed by the 
U. S. Dept. of Commerce today. 
As in the U. S., increased taxes 
frequently curb the sale of tickets. 

Argentina has made two changes. 
The theatre tax on performances, 
previously based on total seating 
capacity, has been changed to 
8.45% of the value of the tickets 
sold. In addition, there will be a 
flat 10% admissions tax—up from 
15%. 

Nicaragua has levied a new ad- 
missions tax on first and second 
| class admissions, to run until Oct. 
'15. Purpose is to collect money 
to clean the lava and sand from 
|the town of Leon. Deposit was 
‘left by a volcano eruption last 
| year. 
| Government of West Bengal, In- 
|dia, has upped admissions taxes for 
all price tickets and imposed levies 
for the first time on complimentary 
tickets. The government explained 
_that it needed more revenue and 
| hopes to pick up an additional 
|} 2,000,000 rupees a year. (A rupee 
is worth about 30c. American.) 

(Continued on page 18) 


COHN EUROPEWARDS 
TO ICEPICK COL. CASH 





Now It's Depth Research’ as Means 
~ To Probe Anemia at Film Boxoffices 


+ In line with the industry's ad- 


| America has 


mitted need for scientific boxoffice 
research, Motion Picture Assn. of 
under consideration 
a plan to probe filmgoers’ reactions 
to Hollywood product with the 
same methods used successfully in 
other major industries. Plan was 
submitted last week by Dr. Ernest 
Dichter, psychological consultant 
for a number of major concerns 
including Lever Bros., Chrysler, 
Serutan, E. I. DuPont and Colum- 


| bia Broadcasting System 


|**depth research,” 


Dichter’s technique is known as 
an analytic ap- 
proach to inner responses which 
several of the major studios helped 
poularize in their recent cycle of 
psycho pix. Through a field staff 


| of trained psychologists distributed 
jin key areas, Dichter has proposed 


a major plan to psycho-interview 
about 2,000 typical Americans to 
find the root cause why only 50°% 
of the potential film audience ac- 
tually go to the theatre. 

Each individual interview, as 
conducted for other industrial ad 
campaigns, usually takes about 
three hours. With the buried, but 
decisive reactions brought to the 
surface during such a period, Dich- 
ter says he can discover the mech- 


| anisms which either bring or repel 





| Whether Columbia will reenter | 


British production depends upon 
conferences to be held in London 
next month by company prez 
| Harry Cohn, Columbia Internation- 
al chief Joseph A. McConville and 
| Joseph Friedman, veepee 
| firm’s foreign division. Cohn leaves 
for Europe June 30, McConville is 
already abroad while Friedman 
sails from New Work today (Wed.) 
on the Queen Elizabeth. 

While some of the majors, nota- 
bly 20th-Fox, have been especially 
active in shooting pictures in Brit- 
ain in an attempt to utilize blocked 
remittances, Columbia has been 
comparatively idle in that respect. 
Since the end of the war it turned 
out “The First Gentleman” at a 
British studio and one other fea- 
ture. Prospects of resuming film- 
making in England were also dis- 
cussed by top Col execs at a recent 
Coast conclave. 

Friedman, who visited Hollywood 
in his six-week stay in the U. S., 
is well versed on all angles of the 
British situation inasmuch as he 
long was the company’s managing 
director in Britain. Upped to the 
post of veepee last winter, he was 
replaced in his old berth by his 
assistant, Max Thorpe, 


in the! 


, tactic this week 


people from plunking their coin 
down at the boxoffice for a specific 
film. 

The trouble with conventional 
forms of research currently em- 
ployed, according to the depth re- 
searchers, is that direct questions 
usually result in superficial and 
misleading answers. Dichter’s prin- 
ciple involves never taking a re- 
ply at its face value but under- 
standing it as a clue to basic per- 
sonality structure. 

With proper data at their dis- 
posal, Dichter predicts the major 
studios will be able to touch off 
the right buttons in their adver- 
tising which will correspond to the 
filmgoers’ emotional needs. Pro- 
duction and story problems will 

(Continued on page 18) 


COLLARITES REJECT 
RENEWING OLD PACT 


Homeoffice whitecollarite unions 


flatly rejected this week an indus- 


try proposal to settle the six- 
month’s dispute by renewing the 
old contract, expired last Septem- 
ber. Hitch in the proposal, as far 
as the unions are concerned, is the 
industry proviso that the old pact’s 
double severance pay clause be 
omitted. General membership 
meeting Monday (13) of Screen 
Publicists Guild voted 223 to 1 to 
reject the offer while the Screen 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild is expected to take similar 
action later this week. 

Union's position was buttressed 
with a pledge of support from the 
New York City CIO Council, rep- 
resenting several major unions in 
the city. Mike Quill, Council 
prexy, threatened to put the ma- 
jors on the unfair labor list if a 
settlement was not reached before 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Quill made the 
warning in an open letter to Metro 
prexy Nicholas M. Schenck while 
promising the union additional 
manpower for theatre picket lines. 

Whitecollarites launched a new 
in the form of 
musical picket lines before Loew's 
Victoria, N. Y., with ballad singer 
Pete Sieger leading the chanting. 
Additional demonstrations were or- 
ganized against major-owned thea- 
tres in Philadelphia, Buffalo, De- 
troit and Chicago by national 
unions helping the film collarites. 


% Chiz Suits in Ore. 


Portland, Ore., June 14. 
Three percentage chiselling suits 
have been filed here in the Federal 


district court against Jesse E. 
Jones by Paramount, RKO and 
Metro. Actions claim false rental 


returns from the Roseway and St. 
Johns theatres, Portland, and the 
Majestic and Rio theatres, Dallas, 
Ore. 

Both actual and punitive dam- 
ages are demanded. 
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“Picture of the Month.” | 
-—Louella Parsons, Cosmopolitan 


“New Yorkers are talking about Bob 
_ Hope's latest movie !—-Walter Winchell 


“Gives Bob the best role of his career.” 


—Jimmie Fidler, Mutual Broadcasting Co. 


“Oil up the cash register, men. It will be 
_ working overtime.” —~ Boxoffice 


“Any exhibitor who doesn’t clean up with 
this is in the wrong business.” 7 
— ee AAP. Herald 


“Hope is wonderfol and so is the movie,” 


—Rose Pelswick, N. ¥. Journal-American 


“Hope at his clowning best.” 
—Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald Tribune 


“Sparkling with 1949's brightest lines.” 


~~Archer Winsten, N. Y. Post | 


“For mirth, this is way, way out front.” 
. —McCall’s 

“Best of the Runyon stories.” 
—Good Housekeeping 
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e World Premieres in New York City and Manhattan, 
remendous! N. Y. Paramount's opening nearly double 
” and tops the top Para its of the |; 
“Road to Rio,” “Blue Skie 
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VARIETY 


‘Belvedere’ Best Bet In 
Montl., Wow $20,000 


Montreal, June 14. 


Pacing the new entries this 
week is “Belvedere To College” at 
the Capitol. Loew’s “Connecticut 
Yankee” also is nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par). Nice 
$16,000. Last week, “Enchantment” 
| (RKO), about same. 


Wednesday, June 15, 1949 


Hub Higher: ‘Spring’ Lively $23,000, 
Brave Neat 356, ‘Territory’ 186 


Boston, June 14. 
Bis is fairly steady around town 
| this stanza, with new product doing 
okay for this time of year. “It 
|; Happens Every Spring” at Memor- 


1 PICTURE GROSSES 


L. A. in Doldrums But Territory Oke 
$39,000; ‘Menace’ Dull 226; ‘Entry’ 
Slow $31,000; ‘Allegro, ‘Street’ Ditto 


Los Angeles, June 14. + 











Key City Grosses 











Sie Sa Nia 


‘ : i Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — This Week ..... $2,264,000 ial is leading town. “Home of 
at dean bore cud nome. ge Broadway Grosses “Belvedere To College” (20th).| Estimated Total Gross | Brave” at Orpheum and _ State 
a entries is doing much to ease the | Great $20,000 or near. Last week, (Based on 22 cities, 186 shapes fairly good. Colorado 





£ 


(Par) (re- at Met is only fair 


an 


'“Northwest Mounted” theatres, chiefly prst runs, tn | Territory 





slump. Best new bill is “Colorado 
: Perrtory,” which is sighting okay | agg AN w 500 issue) (2d wk), $9,000. . cluding N. ¥.). Week ae ong a7 — 
g $39,000 in three theatres. But} (Based on 16 theatres) Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) —/ Total Gross Same V = 01.000 Boston (RKO) (3,200; _40-85)— 
¢ “Forbidden Street” looks only slim Sent Wear $600,000 “Kiss in Dark” (WB). Oke $10,000. Last Year ES tle o1 “Hitler’s Children 4 (RKO) and 
‘ $31,000 in four sites while “Johnny " F Last week, “Command Decision (Based on 22 cities, 2 “Behind Rising Sun” (RKO) (reis- 
. 


(Based on 16 theatres) 














aareet? wal only about $31,000 (M-G), $14,000. | theatres). sues). Oke $15,000. Last week, 
a vag neler , ’ mal Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — mene nr “Johnny Allegro” (Col) and “Lost 
{ “Tilegal Entry” is shaping to |¢ 9 “Tarzan’s Magic Fountain (RKO). 6 * e Tribe” (Cob), $18,000. 
: land mild $31,000 in six situations Nice $11,000. Last week, “Force Esquire (ATC) (1,000; 40-85) 
and “Red Menace” is scraping) DECIVE@GATE DO of Evil” (M-G), $11,500. rave rg “Champion” (UA) (4th wk). Mild 
: bottom at only $22,000 in two spots. Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) — $2,000 after $2,800 for third 
: “Cover Girl” and ‘Never Lovelier” | ‘Rogues’ Regiment” (U) n d | . Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
4 reissue combo, is hitting $23,000 in Z “Henry the Rainmaker” (U). Okay | 4 “Night Unto Night” (WB) and 
te. four locations. Holdovers are re- { OUIS $7,000 or close. Last week, ‘Shock il riscod “Streets San_ Francisco” (Rep). 
| fiecting biz slowdown although the | b b] e proof” (Col) and “Blackie’s Chinese 9 Average $6,500. P Last week, 
four Music Halls will reach nice | ; Venture” (Col), $7,500. “Streets of Laredo” (Par) and “C- 
$38,000 in second frame of “Home | St. Louis, June 14. Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— San Francisco, June 14. Man” (FC) (2d wk), $5,000 
of Brave.” Opening of Municipal Theatre “Champion” (UA) (2d wk). Good | Backed by outstanding exploita- Mayflower (ATC) (700: 40-85) 
Estimates for This Week Assn. season in Forest Park Play- | $7,000 following smash $12,000 tion, “Home of Brave” is rolling up “Champion” (UA) (4th wk). Down 


to $2,000. Last week $3,200 








Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, house is blamed for generally lag- , opener. |a very big total here this week in ; : 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) | gard state of the boxoffice here | two theatres. Otherwise, biz gen- * Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85) - 
(384; 902; 1,106; 512; 55-$1) —)|this week. Rainy spell over the 5 |erally is suffering from the sum- “Happens Every Spring’ (20th) and 
“Home of Brave” (UA) (2d wk).| weekend was some help. Out- 6 mer heat. Surprise entry is reissue “This Was a Woman (20th) Lead- 
Fine $38,000. Last week, big $60,-| standing is ‘‘Belvedere to College,” tratton OC 0 combo of “Gunga Din” and “Lost. ing town with $23,000, and will 
000. socko at the St. Louis and giving | Patrol,” rolling up a fine total at hold. Last week, Lady Gambles” 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, | this house best biz in many weeks. | | the Golden Gate. “Happens Every (U) and Brothers in Saddle 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248: | “The Champion” also is nice at| Spring” is disappointing at the, (RKO) (2d wk), oke $15,000. a 
1,719; 60-$1)—‘“Forbidden Street” Fox. Metropolitan (NET) (4,267: 40-85) 


| the Ambassador. | 


Estimates for This Week —‘“‘Colorado Territory’’ (WB) and 


‘ : oor s Vi a” ( Fi is Week i 
(20th) and “Tuna Clipper” (Mono). Estimates for This We “Qmoo Omoo” (SG), Mild $18.000 


$15,000 in Indpls. 


Slim $31,000. Last week, “Beauti- Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-| | Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- Last week, “The Fan” (20th) and 
ful Blonde” (20th) and “Leave to 75)—"Tulsa” (EL) and ‘Happens | Indianapolis, June 14. | §5)—“Gunga_ Din” (RKO) and ‘owsia Chee t” (FC) $15,000 in 6 
Henry” (Mono) (2d wk-4 days), tr Ole 9 = ee Okay | Biz is still in a rut at firstruns | “Lost Patrol” (RKO) (reissues). dave able Unea ’ =i n 
very dim $13,500. $12,000. ast week, “Flamingo | phere this week. Good in spots but Surprisingly fine $15,000. Last ys. ile tal 
Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern Road” (WB) and “The Window” sco it o bad it’s Rady. Tex week, “Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 


y pa mee. 6 RO domn : ” ‘ “Home of Brave” (UA) and “Rust 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— | (RKO) (m.o.), $9,000. Beneke band and Peter Lorre are| and “The Avenger” (EL) (2d wk), PB st a Life” (Col). Trim $21,000 


“Colorado Territory’ (WB). Okay! Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— sparking “The Fan” to a fair take | fair $11,000. aves a 1 0 
$39,000, Last week, “Night Unto “The Champion” (UA) and “This m% Circle. “Stratton Story” is big} Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘Hap- i oF Broadway” (M-G) Figen 
Night” (WB) (6 days), very thin| Is N. Y.” (EL). Nice $14,000 or | at Loew’s. But bottom fell out pens Every Spring” (20th) and “C- oke $15,000 , 
$14,000. : better. Last week, “Stratton Story” from under “Criss Cross” at Man” (FC). Not so hot at $18,000| "paramount (NET) (1.700: 40-85) 

Egy,;:ian, Los Angeles, Wilshire (M-G) (2d wk-6 days), big $13,000. Indiana, and “Manhandled” was or less. Last week, ‘Younger | —“Night Unto Night” (WB) pose 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097: 2.296; 60-$1)— | Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— so weak at Lyric it lasted only Bros.”’ (WB) and “Streets San “Streets Seon Alte: 0 (Rep) i 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d wk).) “Night Unto Night” (WB) and | three days. | Francisco” (Rep) $15,000. $9 000 Fess Geak “Rivesis of 
Down to oke $27,000. Last week, | ‘“Lady Gambles” (U). Good $13,- | Estimates for This Week | Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)—| Laredo” (Par) and “C-Man” (FC) 
nice $46,000. /000. Last week, “Tulsa” (EL) and| Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 50- | “Younger Bros.” (WB) and “Streets | (2d wk), fair $8,000 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) | “Last Bandit” (Rep), $14,500. |90)\—"The Fan” (20th) with Tex) San Francisco” (Rep) (m.o.). Thin| © State’ (Loew) (3500: 40-85)— 
“Cover Girl” (Col) and “Never | St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— | Beneke orch, Peter Lorre, onstage. $8,500. Last week “Big Cat” (EL) } re ar ts Braye” give — 
Lovelier” (Col) (reissues). Mild | “Belvedere to College” (20th) and | Mild $17,000. Last week, “Green| and “Broken Journey” (EL), $12,-| “Rusty Saves Life” (Col). Okay 
$9,000 with $23,000 in 4-day-date | “Tuna Clipper’ (Mono). Sock Promise” (RKO) and “Loveable 5099, — | $14,000 or near, Last week  «Bark- 
spots. Last week, “Hellfire” (Rep) $18,000. Last week, ‘Happens| Cheat” (FC), thin $5,500 at 44c- | Paramount (Par) (2.646: 60-85)—  levs of Broadway” (M-G) (2d nan 
and “C-Man” (FC), fair $11,500|Every Spring” (20th) and “Red | 65~ scale. '“Manhandled” (Par) and “Special nice $12,000 , 
here with $20,600 in 5 day-daters. | Stallion Rockies” (EL) (2d wk),| Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— | 4 ent” (Par) ‘rr> e UY. 


Okay $17,000. 








Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) | mild $7,500. |“‘Criss Cross” (U) and ‘Fighting pe ah aioe iaaiiiaceas™ 
(2,812; 2.890; 50-$1)—“Johnny Al- | postck tga a Engen (MLC) (3d wk) nice $1200." J d V d Bo stin 
legro” (Col) and “Kazan” (Col). | i |'week, “Belvedere To College”. wR gh ae - 
odurete $31,000. Last week, “Lust | i Fine $11,000, 0 (20th) and ‘Fighting Fools” (Mono), | BP soloed Mgr st fp ), an ~~ e ° g 

” ( ) “6 » t St. e M4 nice $12,000. | x zaredado ( ar aw . - a 

for Gad (Co and Secret (St) Omaha; ‘Promise’ $7,500 mice oe mr oew's) (2,480; 44-65)—| Down to $6,500. ‘Last week, solid| ‘Secret’ to Hep $16,000, 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para-| “Champion” is mat” — 14. | “Stratton Story” (M-G) and “Make | $13,500. : , ee 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) | will give the P out ahead and Relieve Ballroom” (Col). Fine! Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- Cincy; Spring $13 500 
—‘Red Menace” (Rep) and “Flam- | \, Sait ad gap & nice | $15,000, and likely to get extra|85)—‘‘Ma, Pa Kettle’ (U) and BPs. ; 
ing Fury” (Rep). Only $22,000. Last | Stifr” ] yee! Pid plus “Lucky |days. Last week, “Champion” | “Secret of St. Ives” (Col) (2d wk). Cincinnati, June 14. 
week, “Streets Laredo” (Par) and inesa  eumiee” ca eo (UA) and “Valiant Hombre” (UA),| Oke $8,000 in 5 days. Last week,| A temporary shot of ae 
“Streets San Francisco” (Rep) (3d | Magic Fountain” are doing oke at | modest $9,000. | $14,000. | lifting the overall count for majo 


stands this week above seasonal 


Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) —| 
i ae ~ ~ | (UA), | Par. “Woman’s Secret,” coupled 


Biz is up slightly this «“Manhandled” (Par) and “Denver | —_" » 
week. |Kid” (Rep). Pulled. after thin | tevene siaone Fo ay, week | With an all-colored stage show 
Estimates for This Week | $1,300 in 3 days. “Mummy’s Tomb” | “Crooked Way” (UA), $7,000 ’ headed by Louis Jordan band, is 
Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- | (Indie) and “Mummy's Ghost” (In-| Stagedoor (Ackerman)  (370- tOPPing the town in_ satisfactory 
65)—*“Champion” (UA). Fine $11,- | die) (reissues) hit $3,500 in 4 days. $1.20-$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (3d_ Stride at Shubert’s. Of two new 


| 
wk), $14,200. United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; | 


United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) 
(Continued on page 20) 


‘Champion’ Sets Pace In 


, Brandeis. 

















000. Last week, “Belvedere to | Last week, “Younger Bros.” (WB) wk) bills “It Happens Every Spring” 
" _ | College” (20th), $12,000. ‘and “Vicious Circle” (UA), dim sock. $onoq. 900 Last week, | has a balmy lead over “Colorado 
Mild K.C., Hefty $17,000; .prandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | $4,500. Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) _ Territory.” 
p ° om aad gg (RKO) and “Tar- —‘‘Home of Brave” (UA). Sock | Estimates for This Week 
Belvedere Big 166, 2d Lively $7500. Last week -1e| Sues on L.A. Ouster | $29,000 jor, petter, | Last week,! Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — 
| ’ . © ’ { ; “a ” (¢ 
Kansas City, June 14. | Window” (RKO) and ‘‘Woman’s Los Angeles, June 14. | } Clay. (Roesner) (400: ones) vaauee $13,500. a soi 
Bulk of biz being done by new — none her wl ; Galston & Sutton, film house op-|\Volpone” (Indie). — Very _ big “Africa Screams” (UA), modest 
ix is going to “Champion” at MiG | on) lee, Mer oe 3,000; 16- | erators, filed a damage suit for $3,500. Last week, “Mons. Vin- $10,000. 
Jand and “Paisan” at Esquire. aria rd a and “Lucky $75,000 against Mark Hansen, C@®t” (Indie) (8th wk), $2,400. Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 
Bride of Vengeance’ is fair at. Sine Bre = saa noun owner of the Marcal theatre prop- “Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (3d 
Paramount. “Mr. Belvedere” on, pp g e. ast week, | erty, and Moritz & Nichelson, cur- wk). Good $7,000 after solid $10.- 


second week in three Fox Midwest | “Strike It Rich” (Mono) with Will 500 last week. 


rently operating there. Plaintiff 


‘Window’ Clear $10,000, 


houses, Tower - Uptown -Fairway,| Osborne orch, Jerry Colonna, o “ye Grand (RKO) (1.400: 55-75)— 
"ied : th ° charges unlawful eviction from the a “s 9 : ak} eee 
Sore sul weather, “<°* **™ 20-800 scale ° ©. ** house on Hollywood bivd. Buff; ‘Blonde’ Big 18G (Wir ireissuesy. Okay “$7-500 
Estimates for This Week _ | , State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)—| _ Woritz & Nichelson moved in : Last week, “Big Jack” (M-G), 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45-| “Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Fight- | S€vera’ months ago, after the thea- Buffalo, June 14. $7,000. 


ing Fools’ (Mono) (3d wk). Good tre had been closed to repair fire 


65)—‘“‘Paisan” (Indie). Smash $8, 
$3,500. Last week, about same. 


000. Holds. Last week, “Without | 
Reservations” (U) and ‘‘Badman’s 
Territory” (RKO) (reissues), mod- 


Biz is shaping up better this; Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 


week than it has been in recent —“City Across River” (U) (2d wk). 
sturd 
rounds, Best bet looks like “Blonde A al ee Serer 


| damage. 














erate $3,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 
2.40)—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (8th wk). 
reat $2,500. Last week, $2,700. 

Midland (RKO) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Champion” (UA) and ‘Valiant 
Hombre” (UA). Hefty $17,000. 
Last week, “Stratton Story” (M-G) 
and ‘Feathered Serpent” (Mono) 
(2d wk), big $11,000. ; 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Impact” (UA) and “Jigsaw” (UA) 
closing bill for house under RKO 
management; darkens Wednesday 
(15). Average $9,000. Last week, 
“Gunga Din’ (RKO) and “Lost 
Patrol” (RKO) (reissues), good 
$10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1.900; 45-65) 
“Bride of Vengeance” (Par). Fair 
11,000. Last week, 





“Commandos Strike at Dawn” (Col) 
and “The Invaders’ (Col) (re- 
issues). Fair $3,500. Last week, | 


“Penny Serenade” (Col) and “More | 


the 
$4,000. 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—‘‘Belvedere To College’ (20th) 


Merrier’’ (Col) (reissues) 


(2d wk). Great $16,000. Last week, 


terrifie $24,000. _ 


“Streets of | 
aredo” (Par) (2d wk), trim $9,000. | 
Roxy ‘Durwood) (900; 45-65) — | 


Det. Better: ‘Street’ 


Fair $26,000, 


Kettle’ Oke 11, ‘Pride’ Good 106 


Detroit, June 14. 
Business is up slightly over last 
week’s low as air-conditioning is 
rediscovered by 
“Forbidden Street” at 
looks best but only fair. 


the Fox 


issue at United Artists are show- 
ing surprising strength. “Pride of 
Yankees” and “Tall in Saddle” 
also are good for oldies at Madi- 
son, 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Forbidden Street” (20th) and 
“Rimfire” (SG). Fair $26,000. 
Last week, “Happens Every 
Spring” (20th), $23,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,- 
000; 70-95)— ‘Africa Screams” 


|(UA) and “Tuna Clipper” (Mono). 
_Slim $14,000. Last week, ‘Streets 


of Laredo” (Par) and ‘“Blondie’s 
Big Deal’ (Col) (2d wk), oke 
$15,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 


theatregoers. | 


“Lone- | 
some Pine”’ and ‘‘Geronimo” on re- | 


‘“Champion” (UA) and “Jigsaw” 
(UA) (2d wk). Okay $14,000. Last 
week, nice $19,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
95)—"“Lonesome Pine” (Par) and 
“Geronimo” (Par) (reissues). Solid 
$15,000. Last week, “Bride of 
Vengeance” (Par) and “Alaska 
Patrol” (Par), mild $13,000. 

Madison (UD) 
“Pride of Yankees” (RKO) and 
“Tall in Saddle’ (RKO) (reissues). 
300d $10,000. Last week, ‘Casa- 
blarea” (WB) and “G-Men” (WB) 
(reissues), $11,000. 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 
—‘'Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Search 
for Danger” (FC). Oke $11,000. 


Last week, “Ball Game” (M-G) (3d 
wk), fine $12,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900: 70- 
95)—“Caught” (M-G)' and “Model 
Wife” (Mono). Slow $7,000. Last 
week, “Red Canyon” (U) and 
“Trouble Makers” (Mano), $8,000. 





'—‘Blonde Bashful 


(1,800; 70-95)— | 


(dndig), $7,500, 


From Bashful Bend” at Lakes. 
“The Window” looms fairly good 
at Century. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500: 40-70)— 
“Edward, My Son” and “Homicide 
for Three” (Rep). Okay $12,000. 


Last week, “Champion” (UA), solid 
| $15,000. : 


Great Lakes (Par) (3,400; 40-70) 
: Bend” (20h). 
Big $18,000 or near. Last week, 


“Jigsaw” (UA) and “Stop Music” | 
show onstage, $12,000. 


Hipp (Par) (3,400; 40-70) — 
|“Guadaleanal Diary” (20th) and 
“Purple Heart” (20th) (reissues). 


Fine $5,500. Last week, “Keep 'Em 


Flying” (U) and “Ride "Em Cow- | 


boy” (U) (reissues), solid $6,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70)— 
“City Across River” (U) and “Old 
Fashioneu Girl’ (EL). Passable 
$11,000. Last week, “Red Canyon” 
(U) and “Lone Wolf and Lady” 
(Col), $10,200. 


Century (20th Ceri) (3,000; 40- 


70)\—‘‘The Window” ‘RKO) and 
“Fighting Fools” ‘ jono). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Red Pony” 


(Rep) and “Daredevils of Clouds” 


$10,000. 
Gold” (Col), $9,500. 


_ 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Colorado Territory” (WB). Fairish 
Last week, ‘Lust for 


Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 64-94)— 
“Woman’s Secret” (RKO) plus 
Louis Jordan orch, Paula Watson, 
others, onstage. Vaude injection 
is for this week onty. Jordan 
boosting to satisfactory $16,000. 
Last week, - “Champion” (UA) 
(m.o.), at 55e-75c scale, normal 
$5,500 in 9 days. 





‘Cat’ NSH in Seattle, 


$8,000; ‘Lady’ Dul! 76 


Seattle, June 14. 
Daylight saving and summer 
heat are teaming up to knock down 


biz here this week with not too 
forte product a handicap. “Big 
Cat” looks fair at Coliseum. “Lady 


Gambles” is way down at Para- 


mount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Big Cat” (EL) and “Daughter of 
Jungle” (Rep). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, “Window” (RKO) and 


(Continued on, page 20) 
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Chi Brisk; ‘Barkleys’-Stager Hefty 
$58,000, ‘Blonde -Trace-J. Edwards 


Nice 496, Edward Okay at $14,000 


Chicago, June 14. 


Loop 
brighter hue abetted by four new 
bilis and some reissue product 
closing of parochial schools and 
ROTC parade Several large con- 
ventions also helped. Tops among 
the newcomers will be “Barklevs 
of Broadway” at Oriental with 
Gordon MacRae and Joey Bishop 
topping stage bill at hefty $58,000 
Across the street, the Chicago 
with “Blonde From Bashful Bend 
and Al Trace band, Joan Edwards 
and Jackie Green shapes rice 
$49,000 

“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” at 
Palace is thin $10,000 “Edward 
Mv Son” at State-Lake is likel) 
to garner okay $14,000. 

“Home of Brave” tops the hold- 
over pack with lofty $27,000 in 
third stanza. Second weekers are 
slow with “Bride of Vengeance” 
at United Artists, light $10,000 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th) 
plus Al Trace orch. Nice $49,000 
Last week, “Connecticut Yankee” 
(Par) with Harmonicats heading 
stageshow (2d wk), $42,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) 
“Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) (3d 
wk) Light $6,000. Last week, 
$9,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G) (4th wk) 
Good $8.000 or over. Last week, 
$10,000 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50- 
98) ‘Barkleys of Broadway” 
(M-G) with Gordon MacRae and 
Joey Bishop onstage. Hefty $58.- 
000. Last week, “Massacre River” 
(Col) and eight vaude acts, $29,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” (RKO) 
and “Green Promise” (RKO) 
Very slim $10,000 despite Lex 
Barker p.a. Last week, “Pride of 
Yankees” (RKO) and “Tall in 
Saddie” (RKO) (reissues nice 
$13.000 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 50-98) 
—‘Younger Bros.” (WB) (2d wk) 
Weak $9,000. Last week, $11,500 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98) 
“Keep "Em Flying’ (U) and “Ride 
"Em Cowboy” (U) (reissues). Fair- 
ish $8,500. Last week, ‘Casa- 
blanca” (WB) and “G-Man” (WB) 
(reissues) (2d wk), $8,500. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40\—"‘Red_ Shoes” (EL) (25th 
wk). Holding well at $6,000. Last 
week, $7,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 50-98) 
—‘Edward, My Son” (M-G). Okay 
$14,000 possible. Last week, “Lust 
for Gold” (Col) (2d wk), $10,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98'—"Bride of Vengeance” (Par) 
(2d wk). Mild $10,000 after last 
week’s $12,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Home of Brave’ (UA) (3d. wk). 
Comparatively heaviest grosser in 
Loop with very strong $27,000. 
Last week, $32,000 but below 


hopes. 


‘Women’ Lofty $19,000, 
Denver; ‘Strangers’ 186 


Denver, June 14. 
“Colorado Territory” is still a 
Sensation at local drive-ins. It’s 
playing the East drive-in and top- 


~ 





Ping the Broadway’s second week. | 


It preemed day-date with Broad- 
Way and West drive-in last week. 
‘Little Women” is big at Orpheum, 
and holds. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74) “Colorado Territory” (WB), 
day-date with East drive-in. Good 
55000. Holds. Last week, big $12.- 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
— Bride of Vengeance” (Par). Oke 
$12,000 or less. Last week, “Streets 
of Laredo” (Par) (3d wk) and 

Rusty Leads Way” (Col). $3,500 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) —‘We 
P Sa Strangers” (Coi) and “Rim- 
rie (SG), day-date with Esquire 

ine $15,500. Last week, “Red 
Pony (Rep) and “Last Bandit” 
‘Rep), $17,000, 

5 East Drive-In (Wolfberg) (1,000 
(Wa, i4) — “Colorado Territory” 
$10,000.) ate with Broadway. Big 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)—“‘We 


jere Str ” ~ setae 
pete Strangers (Col) and “‘Rim- 
500 'SG), also Denver. Fair $2.- 
: Last week, second-rus. 


: Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 

aoe Women” (M-G) and 

‘others in Saddle’ (RKO). Big 
(Continuéd on page 20) 


boxoffice is taking on a! 


caret ectnreeceetreeenteneenneeenenn 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net. ie. 
without the 20°) tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
cole 

The pavrenthetic admission 
prices. however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax 


Laredo Okay 156 
Pitt: ‘Outpost’ 96 


Pittsburgh, June 14 

Biz looks spotty this week. but 
is generally down trom. recent 
stanzas Midsummer heat is ap- 
parently keeping them out of the 
Golden Triangle Penn is taking 
the lead with “Streets of Laredo.” 
although ‘way off trom sensational 
fortnight ot “Stratton Story.” 
“Blonde From Bashful Bend at 
flarris is oka\ 

Estimates for This Week 
Harris (Harris) (2,200: 45-80) 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” 20th) 
Betty Grable’s name gave this one 





brisk tee-off. but full week looks * 


just) good $13,500 Last week, 
“Undercover Man” ‘Col). $12,500. 
Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 45-80) 
-Streets of Laredo” (Par). Okay 
$15,000 or near. Last week. “Strat- 
ton Storv’” (M-G) (2d wk very 
big $17,000 
Stanley (WB) (3,800: 45-80) — 
“Outpost In Morocco” (UA). Will 
be lucky to get $9,000 or over. Last 
week, “Casablanca” (WB) and “G- 
Men WB) ‘(reissues)’. about same. 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 45-80) — 
“Mourning Becomes. Electra” 
(RKO and “Woman's Secret” 
(RKO Very dim $5,500 Last 
week, “Younger Bros.” (WB) (m.o.) 
$4. 700 


Summer Slaps Philly; 
‘Lady’ Modest $22,000, 
‘Electra’ NSG $16,000 


Philadelphia, June 14. 

Summer is making its fest big 
inroads on film biz here with torrid 
temperatures over the weekend 
cutting firstrun trade. New prod- 
/uct is not much help, either. ‘The 
Lady Gambles” looks only fair at 
Mastbaum, Nearly all holdovers 
and extended runs are off sharply. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 530-99)—"‘Jig- 
saw’ (UA). Thin $9,000. Last week, 
“Life of Riley” (U) (2d wk), nice 
$7,500 

Boyd (WB) (2.360: 50-99)— 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO). Fair $16,000. Last week, 
“One Woman's Story” (U), $16,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—“E]l 
Paso” (Par) (2d wk). Fair $14,000 
after $18,500 opener. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘Hap- 
pens Every Spring” (20th) (2d wk). 
Down to $15,000. Last week, fine 
$20,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99'\—"‘Barklevs of Broadway” ‘(M- 
G) (5th wk). Nice $10,000. Last 
week, $13,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) ‘1,000; 50-99) 
—“City Across River” (U) (3d wk). 
Off to $7.000. Last week, fancy 
$10,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Lady Gambles” (U). Getting big 
play. but not strong at $22,000. Last 
week. “We Were Strangers” (Col) 
(3d wk), okay $14,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99)— 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (3d) wk) 
Neat $14,000. after $19,000 second 
trame 

Stanton WB) (1,475: 50-99)— 
Johnny Apollo” (20th) and “Show 
No Merev” (20th) (reissues). Slim 
$8,000 Last week, “Younger Bros.” 
(WB) (2d wk), $8,500 

Studio (Goldberg) (490; 50-99)— 
‘Quartet’ (EL) (6th wk). Still prot- 
itable at $4.800. Last week, fast 
$6,000 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; $2 40-$1.20) 

‘Red Shoes” (EL) (25th wk) 
i Good $6,000. Last week, $6.500. 


| ‘Younger’ 106, Toronto 


Toronto, June 14 


With heat and holdovers hurting, 
biz is light all over town this week 
Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th Cent) (1.059 955. 698. 
694; 36-60:—""Younger Bros.” (WB) 
and “Big Fight’ (Mono). Oke $10.- 
000. Last week. “Shockproot” (Col) 
and “Streets San Francisco” (Rep), 
ditto. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 40-70) 
“Knock on Door” (Col) (2d wk) 
Satistactory $10.000 after last 
week's $14,000 

International (Tavylo: 605: 48- 
66'—"‘Quartet’ EI llth wk) 
Steady $3.500 after about same last 
week 


Loew's ‘(Loew 2096: 40-70 
‘Little Women” (M-G sd swk 
Good $9,000 after last week's $12.- 
000 

Odeon (Rank) (2.390: 35-$1.20 
Cardboard Cavalie: EL Fan 


$12,000. Last week, “Went Away” 
(SRO) (reissue). $8,000 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 40-70'—‘‘Hap- 
pens Every Spring” (20th) (2d wk 
Oke $7,000 after last week's $8,500 

Towne (Taylor) (690; 40-70) — 
““Paisan” (Indie! (3d wk Good 
$5,000 after last week's near Ca 
pacitv $5,400 

University (FP 1.556: 40-70 
“Belvedere To College” (20th) (Sth 
wk). Okay $5,500 after last week's 
$7,000 

Uptown (Loew: (2.743: 40-70)— 
‘City Across River” (l 2d wk) 
So-so $6.500 atter last week's $8.- 
000 


Mols, Slow But 
Laredo $13,000 


Minneapolis, June 14 

Hot weather, is cutting down the 
boxoffice ettectiveness this week 
of such virile newcomers as “It 
Happens Every Spring” and “The 
Window General business slump 
is no help either. Despite these ad- 
verse factors, this pair is making 
some headway. Otherwise the en- 
tries are in the also-ran category 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) 1,600: 50-70 
“Belvedere To College” (20th) (5th 
wk Good $5,000 Last week, 
$5,500 

Radio City (Pai 4.000: 50-70)— 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th) 
Much praise spilled over this but 
looks very mild $12,000. Last week, 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th), light 
$12,000 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
70)—"The Window” ‘(RKO Very 
highly regarded picture and _ skill- 
fully exploited. Lack of cast names 
is holding to fairish $10,000. Last 
week, “Green Promise” (RKO), 
$8,000 

RKO-Pan (RKO: (1.600: 50-70) 
—“Gunga Din” (RKO: and “Lost 
Patrol” (RKO) (reissues'. Modest 
$7,000 Last week. “Slightly 
French” (Col) and “Song of India” 
(Col), $6,500. 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-70) — 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par). Socko 
$13,000 looms. Last week, “Bride 
of Vengeance” (Par), $8,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70\—‘‘No 
Minor Vices” (M-G'. Okay $3,000. 
Last week, “We Were Strangers” 
(Col) (2d wk', $2.200 


TULSA’ TIGHT $8,500, 
D. C.; ENTRY’ FAT 126 


Washington, June 14. 

Biz continues in low gear here, 
with little promise among new- 
comers currently. Best bet is 
“Tulsa” at  Trans- Lux, which 
shapes fairly bright, but below 
initial weeks of top pix at this 
house. “Illegal Entry,” at RKO 
Keith's, ballyhooed by a very 
fancy preem, shapes tops in re- 
cent weeks but still is not sensa- 
tional. 

Estimates for This Weck 

Capitol (Loew's! (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Blonde Bashtul Bend” (20th) plus 
vaude. Slow $19,000. Last week, 
“Outpost in Morocco” (UA) plus 
vaude, about same 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.939; 44-80)— 
‘IHegal Entry” (U) Marked im- 
provement over recent weeks, 
with nice $12,000, hypoed by one 
of most glittering invitation 
preems town has had. Last week, 
“Crooked Way” 'UA), $8,000 

Metropolitan ‘WB? (1.163: 44-74 
—‘‘Hellfire’” (Rep) Mild $5,500 
for firstrun. Last week, “We Were 
Strangers” (Col) (2d run), ditto 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Champion” (UA Biggest dis- 
appointment of week, despite criti- 
cal acclaim. So-so $17,000 Last 
week. “Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d 
wk!, big $16,000 


Playhouse (Lopert) (432: 50-85) , 


(Continued on page 20) 





Biway Way Off ‘Spring -Andrews Sis 
Okay $85,000, Daughter’-Rey $65,000, 
~ Night’-Spitalny Dim 226, ‘Entry’ 156 


Upsurge of hot weather over the 
past weekend and through Mon- 
day (13) and yesterday (Tues.) is 
inflicting a heavy blow on Broad 
way firstrun business this stanza 
The high temperatures and humid 
weather sent thousands to the 
beaches and others seeking out 


door recreation the highwavs be- 


ing jammed with motorists 


1 


iv 22 


Trade is estimated to be 
off trom what might normally 
would have been expected. par- 
ticularly in view of seven new 
bills Fact that the usual summer 
vacation crowd has not started ar- 
riving in the city in any appre- 
ciable number and that schools 
will not be out until the end of 
the month also is hurting 

Roxy. Capitol, Strand and Cri- 
terion all are disappointing with 
their new lineups Andrews Sis- 
ters and highly praised film, “Hap 
pens Every Spring,” shapes barely 
good $85,000 or under at Roxy 
Cap, with “Neptune’s Daughter” 
and Alvino Rey band, Jerry Les- 
ter, Vagabonds, is just fairly good 
at $65,000 Strand, with “Night 
Unto Night and Phil Spitalny 
band, is dragging bottom at around 
$22.000, particularly dull for a 
first week 

“[llegal Entrv” will be luekyv to 
land a very light $15,000 at the 
Criterion Mayfair, with “Trail of 
Lonesome Pine” reissue, is not so 
bad with $13,000 

“Tron Crown’ Italian - made 
spectacle, is cashing in on a flashy 
bally to reach sock $17,000 at 
Rialto Palace, with “Song of 
India” and new vaudeville, also is 
suffering at $19.000 

“Sorrowful Jones” with Louis 
Prima band heading stageshow 
continues solid at around $68,000 
at Paramount for second week, 
and is in for an indet run “Ed- 
ward, My Son” is down to $115,000 
in second Music Hall Session 

While Broadway deluxers  suf- 
fered, N. Y. neighborhood houses 
were even more badly hit over the 
weekend. The weather was blamed 
but quality of product also was 
held responsible — for sluggish 
trade 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor ‘City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 

~‘We Were Strangers” (Col) (8th 
wk.). Seventh stanza finished last 
night (Tues.) was just limping 
along at $7,500 or under. Last week 
$8.700. Stays until end of month, 
with “Last Boundaries” (FC) due 
in June 30 

Bijou ‘City Inv.) (589; $1.20-! 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (34th 
wk.). Down to $8,500 this session 
after okay $9,500 last week. Con- | 
tinues. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820: 80-$1.50) | 
—‘‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
with Alvino Rey orch, Jerry Lester, 
Vagabonds topping stage bill, Not 
up to hopes but house is doing 
better, despite heat, than in recent 
weeks, with passably good $65,000 
or near. Holds. Last week, “Tul- 
sa” (EL) plus Marilyn Maxwell, 
Eddy Howard orch, others (2d wk), 
thin $42,000. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700: 50-$1.75) 
—‘Illegal Entry” (U). First week 
looks to hit very light $15,000 or 
less. “Cover Girl” (Col) and “Never 
Lovelier” (Col), reissue combo, 
supplants Friday (17). In ahead, 
“Lady Gambles” (U) (3d wk), $11.- 
000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500: 50-$1.20) 
—“Champion” (UA) (10th wk.), | 
Down to $10,000 this round after 
$13,500 last week, Continues. 
“Movie Crazy” (MPSC) (reissue) 
opens July 2. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 50-$1.20) 
—'‘Lonesome Pine” (Par) (reissue). 
Doing well enough all considered 
at around $13,000. In ahead, “‘Jig- 
saw” (U) (2d wk.), $10,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Song of India” (Col) with vaude. 
Down with the rest of the Street 
at about $19,000 or near. While 
lowest since current policy was 
launched, it still is slightly in 
black. Last week, “Judge Steps 
Out” (RKO) and vaude, big $24,500. 
“Roughshod” (RKO) and new 
vaude opens tomorrow (Thurs 

Paramount (Par (3,664; 55- 
$1.50! — “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) 
with Louis Prima orch, others, on- 
stage (2d wk’. Down a bit at $68.- 
000, solid after fancy $84,000 in 
first seven days. Appears set for 
an extended run, and may go five. 

Radio City Music Hall ‘Rocke- 
fellers'! (5.945; 80-$2.40\—“Edward,° 
My, Son” (M-G); with, sfageshow 
2d wk). Out of town visitors in- 


‘bus strike on Friday (10). 


cluding Rotarians swelling total 
but sliding to okay $115,000; first 
was $127,000. Holds a third week, 
with “Look For Silver Lining” 
WRB) next In 

Rialto (Mage (594 44-98 '— 
Iron Crown” (Indie Heat prob- 
ably kept this from hitting near 
capacity but still smash $17,000 or 
close anvway., biggest here in weeks 
despite being pre-war foreign film 
Holds, naturally In ahead Cali- 
fornia Ahead’ FC) and ldol of 
Millions FC reissues!, $6,500 

Rivoli (UAT-Par 2.092; 60- 
$1.25\—"Johnny Allegro” (Col: (3d 
wk Second week hit skids 
with only $6,500, very dim, alter 
slight $10,000 opener. Facelifting 
operations no help. Next picture 
not set but “Fallen Idol” (SRO) 
may come in, 

Roxy (‘20th’) (5.886; 80-$1.80)— 
‘Happens Every Spring” (20th) 
with stageshow headed by Andrews 
Sisters. Despite praise for pic and 
draw of Andrews Sis this looks 
barely good $85,000 or less. Holds 
In ahead, “Blonde Bashful Bend” 
(20th) with Berry Bros Viola 
Layne, iceshow, topping stage bill 
(2d wk), very dull $36,000, and be- 
low hopes. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50'— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) ‘7th 
wk.) Sixth frame ended last night 
(Tues.) dipped further to $17,000 
after fine $22,000 last week. Stays 
about one week more, with “Great 
Sinner” (M-G) already advertised 
as next film 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)\— 
“Night Unto Night” (WB) with Phil 
Spitalny orch = onstage Heavily 
panned film no help here, and very 
dull $22.000 or near looms In 
ahead, “Younger Bros.” (WB) with 
Bobby Byrne orch, others, onstage 
(2d wk), $18,000 

Victoria (City Inv (1.060; 95- 
$1.80'\—“*‘Home of Brave” (UA) (5th 
wk). Wilting with the others, with 
$14,000 likely this session after 
stout $18,000 fourth round. Con- 
tinues 

Sutton (R&B) (651; 70-$1.20)—~ 
“Quartet” (EL) (12th wk). Eleventh 
week ended last Monday (13) 
moved up to $10,600 as against big 
$10,300 tor 10th stanza. Stays on. 


Bus Strike Off, L’ ville 
Perks Up; ‘Laredo’ Light 
$12;000, ‘Younger’ 736 


Louisville, June 14. 

Biz is back on an even keel this 
week, coincident with ending of 
While 
drive-ins and hot weather are 
keeping patrons outdoors, down- 
town houses are doing fairly well. 
“City Across River’ at State looks 
perky. “Streets of Laredo” at 
Rialto is medium. National started 
Thursday policy of two feature 
films and musical stock company 
of “‘girlesque” type onstage. Starts 
out like suitable summer fare for 
house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 
400; 45-65) — “Younger Bros.” 
(WB). Looks modest $7,500. Last 
week, “Night Unto Night” (WB), 
dim $3,500, with bus strike hurt- 
ing. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 50- 
85)—“‘California Straight Ahead” 
(FC) and “Hit the Road” (FC) ‘re- 
issues) plus summer musical stage- 
show with four acts. Fair $6,500. 
Last week, “Man of Evil” (U) and 
Dick Contino unit onstage, slim 
$5,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—"Streets of Laredo” (Par) 
and ‘Alaska Patrol” (FC). West- 
erns not too forte at this house, 
medium $12,000. Last week, “Bel- 
vedere to College” (20th) and 
“Duke of Chicago” (Rep), slim 
$8,000, transportation strike hurt- 
ing. 

_State (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
45-65)—"City Across River” (U) 
and “Force of Evil’ (M-G'. Perk- 
ing over last week when bus strike 
was on, but only modest $13,000 
looms. Last week, “Champion” 
(UA) and “Valiant Hombre” (UA), 
mild $7,000 

Strand (FA) (1,000: 45-6@5)— 
“Nick Beal” (Par) and “Streets 
San Francisco” (Rep). Neat $6,500. 
Last week, “Red Stallion Rockies” 
(EL) and “Old-Fashioned . Girl” 
EL). pale $3,500. 
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out there at the 
MGM Studios? All 
the picture people 
flying to the Coast 
seem to talk more 


- about MGM than. 


any other company, 
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House of Strangers 


ase of Sol C. Siegel pro- 
shFos = Edward G. Robinson, 
duction. ayward, Richard Conte; features 


one. ler, Paul Valentine, Etrem | 
ther AGT Hope Emerson. Directed | 
woe Mankiewicz. Screenplay, | 


L. 
by Jowrrdan. based on novel by Jerome 


i Krasner; edi- 
rsidman; camera, Milton Ki 3 i- | 
Weidmetrmon Jones; special camera | 
ts, Fred Sersen. Tradeshown in | 
eftec*: june 3 °49. Running time, 


N. re 
10) MINS. 


Gine Monetti...+++- ._Edward G. Robinson 


pamett...eceeecres Susan Hayward 
meee senetti faved eweunns Richard Conte 
, oo een Luther Adler 


Joe Monetti... a 
Pietro Monetti....--. re 
Tony sac eecenes 
Maria Domenk Ss dees 
Helena Domenico. . 
Theresa . 

Eiaine Monetti 


Paul Valentine 


Debra Paget 
Hope Emerson 
Esther Minciotti 
Diana Douglas 
= sp ath aan Tito Vuolo 
ee ee Albert Morin 


t » . - 
waiter . . Sid Tomack 
Judge Thomas Browne Henr 
Prosecutor David Wolfe 


John Kellogg 


Dann 
Ann Morrison 


Woman Jdurol 

Despite a rather weak title 
“riguse of Strangers” is a strong 
picture Given extensive selling 
campaign, film should do well at 
the boxoffice; it looks sure of good 
word-of-mouth. The stars, Edward 
G. Robinson, Susan Hayward and 
Richard Conte, contribute some of 
their finest work in this one. 

Robinson plays a New York east- 
side Italian banker who switched 
from barbering to money-lending 
when he discovered the high in- 
terest obtainable. Yarn deals with 
the hate of three of his sons for 
their father’s unyielding nature 
and slave-driving tactics The 
fourth son (Richard Conte), an at- 
torney with headquarters at the 
bank. sticks by his father and 
ultimately winds up doing a seven- 
year stretch after being two-timed 
by one of his brothers in attempt- 
ing to bribe a juror 

Whole story is told with mount- 
ing fury as the father ridicules the 
indolent, well - groomed Tony 
(Efrem Zimbalist, Jr.) taunts the 
dumb but strong, prize-fighting 
Pietro (Paul Valentine) and evades 
the persistent demands ot Joe 
(Luther Adler), his  business- 
minded son, for a larger salary. 
Only Max (Conte), the shrewd 
barrister, can do no wrong. Max 
comes to his father’s aid when 
slate examiners close the banking 
institution. When he appeals to 
his three brothers to come to their 
father’s help and share the blame, 
the plea falls on deaf ears. Mean- 
time, Max becomes enmeshed ro- 
mantically with Irene (Susan Hay- 
ward), a society beaut 

Joseph L. Mankiewicz has di- 
rected with a feeling for balancing 
the more humorous moments with 
the dramatic ones. Sol C. Siege! 
has given the film good production 
values Philip Yordan’s screen- 
play is a faithful, workmanlike 
adaptation of the Jerome Weid- 
man novel. 

Care has been used to faith- 
fully show the homelife of a typi- 
cal Old World Italian family (in 
the U. S.), while contrasting it 
with the younger generation. 

Robinson is especially vivid 
when he realizes that the three 
sons have turned against him and. 
when he seeks revenge through 
his fourth son. Conte is excellent. 
and Miss Hayward chips in with 
one of her standout performances. 
Adler. Valentine and Zimbalist 


are likewise fine in the major sup-_ 


port, while Esther Minciotti, as the 
mother; Hope Emerson, Diana 
Douglas, Debra Paget and Tito 
Vuolo, likewise give sturdy char- 
acterizations. Lens job by Milton 
Krasner is topflight, while Har- 
mon Jones has edited skillfully 
Wear. 


The Big Steal 
: Hollywood, June 14. 

or KO. Telease of Jack J. Gross produe- 
wilt Stars Robert Mitchum, Jane Gree, 
iliam Bendix; features Patric Knowles. 
Ramon Novarro, Don Alvarado, John 
Qualen. Pascual Garcia Pena. Directed by 
ze Siegel. Screenplay. Geoffrey Homes. 
rerald Drayson Adams; based on story 
by Richard) Wormser; camera. Harry J. 
Wild; editor, Samuel E. Beetley. Trade- 


Sona June 13, °49. Running time. 71 





Duke 5 eae Robert Mitchum 
Joan ‘ Tr erie Jane Greer 
Blake ee eee William Bendix 
Fiske oceccssee Patric Knowles 
Colonel Ortega _. ; Ramon Novarro 
leutenant Ruiz .......... Don Alvarado 
Seton np , John Qualen 
Manuel Pascual Garcia Pena 





Tight melodramatics and the 
Robert Mitchum name should give 
The Big Steal” a fast run through 
the majority of situations. Mar- 
Quee flash of Mitchum is backed 
we With co-stars Jane Greer and 
William Bendix, and there’s a good 
Mystery thriller plot to keep things 
on the move for 71 minutes of ac- 
tion. 
_ steal” was lensed on location 
In and around Mexico City. It 
Rains added sight interest from 
this, aS well as strengthened melo- 
dramatics. It takes a little time 
for an audience to sort out what 
a shootin’s about since the 
aan dives immediately into its 
Wher Without explanatory footage. 
interec) s<40S become clear the 
Sleve) is strong as director Don 
Dial unfolds a good chase yarn. 
68 Is often racy and saucy, 


Sharpening Miss Greer's s.a. fac-| 





Miniature Reviews 


“House of Strangers” (20th). 
Exciting version of Jerome 
Weidman’s novel; strong b.o. 

“The Big Steal” (RKO). 
Nifty chase thriller, localed in 
Mexico and bolstered by Rob- 
ert Mitchum, Jane Greer, Wil- 
liam Bendix. 

“Kazan” (Col). Minor league 
item based on the James Oliver 
Curwood dog story. 

“Stagecoach Kid" (RKO). 
Just fair Tim Holt western tor 
Saturday matinee trade. 

“Alimony” (Songs) (EL). 
Dull drama of alimony-racket- 
eering femmes and a struggling 
songwritei Fill-in bookings 
only 

“Flaming Fury” (Rep). Okay 
program melodrama based on 
arson squad activities of metro- 
politan fire department 

“Gun Runner” 
Viono So-so__low - budget 
western suitable for dualers 

“Marry Me!” (GFD). Weak 
British matrimonial comedy 


Songs) 





tors, and the situations into which 
the characters are plunged play 
with plenty of suspense. 

Footage is one long’ chase 
through Mexico. Mitchum 1s 
chasing Patric Knowles and, in 
turn, is being chased by Bendix 
All are interested in a $300,000 
Army pavroll, stolen from Mitchum 
by Knowles. There's a third party 
atter Knowles—Miss Greer All 
she wants is her heart and a $2,000 
loan back from the crook Plot 
crosses her fate with Mitchum, 
they take up the chase together, 
and end the picture that way 

Star trio is good, each polishing 
the meller antics with a breezy 
lightness under Siegel's smooth 
direction of the excellent Geoffrey 
Homes- Gerald Drayson Adams 
script. Knowles also is expert and 
there’s a nifty performanee by 
Ramon Novarro as the hep Mexi- 
can police officer who lets the 
pawns in the game do most of his 
work for him Others are ¢Ca- 
pable. 

Use of rural and city Mexican 
locations and characters add fresh- 
ness to the thriller yarn and there 
are other excellent production 
touches under the guidance of 
Jack J. Gross that dress up the 
film without going overboard 
Neat technical assists come from 
smart lensing and concise editing 

Brog 
Kazan 
Hollywood, June 11 


Columbia release of Robert Cohn pro 
duction. Features Stephen Dunne, Lois 
Maxwell Joe Sawyer. Roman Bohnen, 
George Cleveland, John Dehner. Directed 
by Will Jason. Screenplay, Arthur A 


Ross: based on novel by James Oliver Cur- 
wood: camera, Henry Freulich: editor, 
Richard Fantl. At the Pantages, June 11, 


"49. Running time. 65 MINS. 
Thomas Weyman Stephen Dunne 


Louise Maitlin . : .. Lois Maxwell 
Sandy Jepson ; Joe Sawyer 
BOOTIE. coy cs ses ebowe Roman Bojinen 
Trapper _.ee.... George Cleveland 


John Dehner 
Ray Teal 
Loren Gage 


Henri LeClere....-..-.- 
McCready — 
Bartender 





Screen adaptation of this James 
Oliver Curwood tale comes out as 
only a mild secondary feature, Just 
passable for the kiddie trade be- 
cause of its dog theme. Scripting 
and direction are listless and there 
are only a few moments of good 
action, occurring in the final reel. 

The Curwood story concerns the 
career of a handsome white canine 
who goes wild in the Canadian 
woods. falls into the hands of 
brutal masters and is finally regen- 
erated by kindness and under- 
standing. Scripter Arthur A. Ross 
has given foggy motivation to the 
human antics in the story and plot 
is told in flashbacks that do not 
make for clarity. Will Jason's 
direction moves the yarn and the 
players slowly through the 65 
minutes of footage. 

Stephen Dunne, portrays the 
Government. wildlife expert who 
wins over Kazan after Joe Sawyer 
and Roman Bohnen attempt to 
make a pit fighter out of the dog 
Bohnen'’s sadistic tendencies are 
kept a mystery in the script until 
final footage and his relatien with 
daughter Lois Maxwell is never 
clearly drawn. George Cleveland 
adds some alcoholic humor as a 
north woods souse and John 
Dehner does a stock Canuck por- 
traval. 

Picture has standard budget 
appurtenances under the produc- 
tion supervision of Robert Cohn, 
with sepia lensing by Henry 
Freulich. Brog 


‘MADE IN GERMANY’ 
Frankfurt. May 31. 

A documentary film on the eco- 
nomic recovery ot Germany s three 
western zones will come out soon 
under the title “Made in Ger- 
many.” 

Film will depict effects of Mar- 
shall Plan aid, currency reiorm, 
etc. 


| Stagecoach Kid 


Hollywood, June 14. 

at RKO release of Herman Schlom produc- 
| tion. Stars Tim Holt; features Richard 
| Martin, Jet Donnell, Joe Sawyer, Thurs- 
| ton Hall, Carol Hughes. Directed by Lew 


Landers, Story and screenplay. Norman 


| Houston; camera, Nicholas Musuraca; edi- 
| tor, Les Millbrook. Tradeshown June 13 
|; 49. Running time. 60 MINS. 


| Dave ia Tim Holt 
ime hito pat ik ae Richard Martin 
Jessie Sedae em seater ; Jeff Donnell 
| Thatcher... ... Aree: Joe Sawyer 
| Arnold aah ; ay Thurston Hall 
BIN 56:5. d av inns Carol Hughes 
eS cr Gol Pou-ak Robert Bray 
Parnell ths Sawa Robert B. Williams 
\ Sheriff ; Kenneth MacDonald 
Dabney Harry Harvey 


“Stagecoach Kid” is not up to 
par tor the Tim Holt oater series 
However, it will fill the not too 
exacting demands of the Saturday 
matinee trade sufficiently enough 
to get by 

Holt and his saddle sidekick 
Richard Martin, have been short- 
changed by the Norman Houston 
script and Lew Landers’ direction 
For a western hero, Holt demon- 
strates some incredibly bad marks- 
manship and too much romancing. 
The kiddies won't go tor the love 
mush nor the lack of accuracy 
when Holt is slinging his six- 
shooter 

Plot mostly concerns attempts of 
a trio of crooks to rub out the 
father of Jeff Donnell so he won't 
discover they have been robbing 
his ranch. In attempting the kill, 
bad bovs are thwarted by Holt and 
Martin, stagecoach operators, who 
are also interested in recovering a 
box ot gold lifted by the crooks 

Miss Donnell is called upon to 
be both heroine and comedienne 
by the plot and the doubling up 
isn’t satisfactorv. Thurston Hall is 
Okav as the gal’s father and dirty 
work is capable as delivered by 
Joe Sawver, Robert Bray and 
Robert B. Williams Supply- 
ing romance for Martin is Carol 
Hughes 

Production framework supplied 
by Herman Schlom is standard for 
» *alloper, as are lensing and edit- 
ing. Brog. 


Alimony 
(SUNGS) 
Hollywood, June 11. 

Fagle-Lion release of Constantin J. 
David (Orbit) production Stars Martha 
Vickers, John Beal. Hillary Brooke; fea- 
tures Laurie Lind. Leonid Kinskey, Doug- 
lass Dumbrille, Ralph Graves. James Guil 
foyle, Marie Blake Directed by Alfred 
Zeisler. Screenplay Lawrence Lipton 
George Bricker, Sherman L. Lowe: orig 
inal story. Lowe and Roval K. Cole: cam 
era, Gilbert Warrenton: editor, Joseph 
Gluck: songs, L. Wolfe Gilbert, Alexander 
Laszlo, Fred Frederick At the Iris, Holly- 
wood, June 11, "49. Running time, 7f MINS, 
Kitty Travers Martha Vickers 
Dan Barkei John Beal 
Linda Waring Hillary Brooke 
Helen Drake Laurie Lind 
Burt Crail Douglass Dumbrille 
Paul Klinger James Guilfoyle 
Mrs. Nesbitt Marie Blake 
Joe Wood Leonid Kinskey 
George Griswold) 

Curtis PF. Carter\...cs. Ralph Graves 
Fred Richards William Ruhl 
Doctor ; Hiarry Lauter 

“Alimonv” is a minor league 
effort built around femmes who 
racketeer in alimony, plus a hearts- 
and-flowers fable about a strug- 
gling tunesmith. It misses the en- 
tertainment mark by a wide mar- 
gin and will serve only to pad out 
a double bill. 

A rather tired fiashback  tech- 
nigue is used to untold the plot and 
Alfred Zeisler’s directorial! pace is 
plodding. Seripters Lawrence Lip- 
ton, George Bricker and Sherman 
L. Lowe have tossed in a_ top- 
heavy load of dialog in telling the 
storv by Lowe and Roval K. Cole. 

Martha Vickers plavs the bad 
girl, a midwesterner who comes to 
the big city to make a fortune with 
methods that aren’t fussy. Her first 
play for a bankroll is breaking up 
the romance of songwriter John 
Beal and Hillary Brooke. When 
Beal's royalties run out, so does 
Miss Vickers. She sees herself 
through a lean period by acting as 
a professional correspondent in the 
divorce mills, marries a million- 
naire with the connivance of an 
alimony ring. but the law and fate 
catch up with her in the end, giv- 
ing a pointless varn a stock moral. 

Miss Vickers is adequate in the 
lead. as are Beal and Miss Brooke 
in the other top. roles. Trio. of 
tunes for the Beal character were 
cleffed by L. Wolfe Gilbert, Alex- 
ander Laszlo and Fred Frederick. 
They are “That’s How Dreams Are 
Made.’ “You Are All the World to 
Me” and “Lullaby.” Among. east 
members trying hard with little 
success are Douglass Dumbrille, 
Leonid Kinskey and Raiph Graves 

Producer Constantin J. David 
and his associate. Anthony Z. 
Landi, have given the story of a 
stock presentation and the flash- 
back technique used makes the 
rambling varn more confusing. 
There’s a standard lensing chore 
Editing needs considerable tight- 
ening ; Broa 

Rodolfo Loewenthai, European 
pie producer, has inked with Pro- 
ducciones Rodriguez for world dis- 
tribution of his production, “Tor- 
bellino” (‘Whirlwind’), that he’s 

; making in Mexico City. 


The Blind Goddess 


“The Blind Goddess” 
(Rank), being tradeshown in 
N. Y., Monday (20), was re- 
viewed in Variety from Lon- 
don, Sept. 29, 1948, by Myro. 
who thought it “should achieve 
reasonabiy modest results at 
the boxoffice.” Yarn revolves 
around a British Lord accused 
of converting public funds to 
his own use. Review cited that 
“lack of movement. is not of 
prime importance in this type 
of production, which is clearly 
designed to stress the melo 
dramatic angles brought inio 
full play during the = trial 
SCeCHeES 

Hugh Williams and Erie Port 
man were noted for porttray 
als as the lord and his detend 
ing attorney 





Flaming Fary 
Hollywood, June 11 


Republic release of Sidney Picker pro 
duction Features Roy Roberts. George 
Cooper. David Wolfie. Billy Wavne. Pete: 
Brocco, Ransom Sherman, Paul Mavcioa 
Celia Lovsky Directed by George Blain 
Screenplay. John K. Butler: camera. Joho 


MacBurnie; editor, Tony Martinelli At 
the Paramount June 9 49 Runnine 
time, 59 MIEINS 

Capt. Taplinges Roy Roberts 
Russ Haine George Coopel 
Tony Polacheck David Wolfe 
Berkeley Billy Wayne 
E. V. Wessman Peter Bracco 
Mer. Hollingworth Ransom Sherman 
Sam Polacheck Paul Marion 
3ertha Polacheck Celia Lovsk 
Rollins Chk Clark 
Kenneth Bender Jiminie Dodd 
Sattalion Chiet Pat Collins 
Deputy Fire Chief Bob Purcell 


Documentary on the operations 
of a fire department's arson squad 
has been wrapped around a cops- 
and-robbers melodrama. tesults 
make for an okay supporting fea- 
ture of a well-paced 59 minutes. 

The Los Angeles fire department 
is used to give an air of authen- 
ticity to the action involving the 
arson squad’s running down of a 
ring ot crooks using fires to cloak 
their crimes. In some respects 
film bears a resemblance to an- 
other recently released meller 
dealing with the L.A. arson squad 
work, because both cover the same 
general background. 

Rov Roberts portrays the fire 
captain who assigns a young rookie, 
George , Cooper, to work under- 
cover as a member of the arson 
gang. Trail leads him to a family 
of firebugs. ruled over by a blow7z, 
mother who uses her two canaries 
to tip off whether or not a fire 
should be started. Proper amount 
of thrill scenes are injected in the 
John K. Butler script and George 
Blair’s direction keeps it moving 
to the finale where bullets and 
arrests put an end to the gang's 
deeds. 

Okay budget values have been 
obtained by Sidney Picker. Editing 
and lensing are good. Brog. 





Gun Rauaner 
(SONGS) 

Monogram release of Louis Grav pro- 
duction. Stars Jimmy Wakely: features 
“Cannonball” Taylor, Noel Neill, Mae 
Clarke, Kenne Duncan Directed by 
Lambert Hlillver. Screenplay, J. Benion 
Cheney: camera, Harry Neuman: editor, 
John Fuller; music, Edward Kay At 
New York, N. Y., dual, week of June 8, 
49. Running time, 54 MINS, 

Jimmy: 
Cannonball 


Jimmy Wakelv 
“Cannonball” Taylor 


Jessica Noel Neill 
Kate Mae Clarke 
Nebraska Kenne Duncan 
Riley ‘ ‘ Marshall Reed 
Stacey ; Carol Henrys 
Burt ‘ ‘ Bud Osberne 
Sheriff Harris ee . Steve Clark 
Ser CT eT Ted Adams 
Allen. vere re re Pascale Perrys 
Joe er Eddie Maiors 
Tex Pars Clem = Fuller 
Sam Bob Woodward 


This pinto pic unwinds as a so- 
so draw for adult action market, 
with some improbable plot twists, 
but it should have more pull for 
the young Saturday matinee 
crowd 

Jimmy Wakely is adequate as an 
All-American cowpoke,. trying to 
ferret oul a gang smuggling guns 
to some raiding Indians. His old 
friend. who has thrown in his lot 
with the outlaws, is adeptly plaved 
by Kenne Duncan Latter ca- 
pably handles the role of a good- 
Zuy-gone-wrong and makes it be- 
lievable when, in the last reel. he 
winds up on the side of the law. 
“Cannonball” Taylor is cast as 
Wakely’s slap-happy-go-lucky pard- 
ner, and is the butt of some inane 
humor (including exploding cigars). 

Among the femmes. Mae Clarke 
is properly menacing as the brains 
of the gun-runners, pumping lead 
into two confederates with remark- 
able sang-troid. The ingenue. Noel 
Neill, is good to look at. but is 
given some moth-eaten lines. 
Situation that pushes the limits of 
credibility calls for Miss Neill to 
turn up as the long-lost daughter 
of Duncan, which causes the gun- 
man to go straight 

Action highlights are some 
scenes of Indian raids, a_ few 
demonstrations of sharpshooting 
tricks by Wakely and Duncan, and 


| some trigger talk in the battle that. 


rings down the curtain. Wakely 
sings two mustang melodies well. 
Camera work is good, and pic is 


tightly edited. Bril. 


Marry Me? 
(BRITISH) 


London, June 7. 

GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Gains- 
borough (Betty E. Box? production. Fea- 
tures Derek Bond, Susan Shaw. Directed 
by Terence Fisher. Screenplay, Denis 
Waldock, Lewis Gilbert; camera, Ray El 
ton, David Harcourt; ediior, Gordon Pil- 
kington; music, Clifton Parker At Do- 
minion, London, June 7. ‘49 Running 
time, 97 MINS, 


Andrew “e Derek Bond 
Pat eotes ree Susan Shaw 
Miariin bait Patrick Holt 
Davis Carol Marsh 
David David Tomlinson 
‘iarcelle P ‘ Zena Marshall 

Gordon Guy Middleton 
Enid Nora Swinburne 
Brenda Brenda Bruce 
Hester Parsons Jean Cadell 


Emily Parsons Mary Jerrold 

Matrimonial desires of a number 
of young people provide the com- 
mon theme for four separate Ca- 
meos which between them vield a 
modicum of comedy, drama and 
slapstick. Doubtful for the U.S 
market. 

The characters are chosen trom 
the card index of a marriage bu- 
reau and the tribulations ot the 
various couples inevitably make for 
a disjointed plot 

Variety of characters chosen 
lends contrast to the main theme 
but the constant changeovers ot 
plot and tempo is disconcerting 
Principal roles are adequately 
taken care of by experienced tea- 
ture players, notably Derek Bond 
Susan Shaw, David Tomlinson and 
Nora Swinburne. Muro 


ry ‘ 

The Iron Crown 
(Corona Di Ferro) 
(ITALIAN) 

Superfilm release of Minerva produe- 
tion Features Gino Cervi, Massimo Gi 
rotti, Flisa Cegani, Luisa Ferida. Directed 
by Alessandro Blasetti. Screenplay by §S 
Blaseiti, Renato Castellano: camera. Vae 
law Vich, Mario Craveri English titles, 


Armandeo Macaluso Previewed N Y .» 
June 9, *49. Running time, 100 MINS 

Elsa ’ —Tr Sek Elisa Cegani 
Tundra Peer rereTrcrT ely 
La Fata ‘seahes Rina Morelli 
Sedemondo Gino Cervi 
Arminio Ter Massimo Girotti 
La Nutrice... ‘ Dirce Perbeltini 
Ariberto oie Osvaldo Valenti 
Triflli . errr ery Paolo Stovpa 
Klasa ba Wibiee Primo Carnera 
PAPCR . cccves , Umberto Silvestri 
Sestio ee —- Pietro Pastore 
Artace rat cee ee es Stelio Carnabuel 
Artalo igo Sasso 


(In Itahktan: English Titles) 

“The lron Crown,” adaptation of 
a legend written in the 13th cen- 
tury, is surefire for foreign houses 
Recipient of the first prize at the 
Venice Film Fetsival. “Crown” is 
a prewar film produced on a DeMil- 
leian scale, with lavish and spectac- 
ulor scenes. Jt has a running Eng- 
lish narration in addition to the 
titles. 

An iron crown, constructed as a 
eymbol of justice, and the effect it 
has on the life of a lustful, tvran- 
nical king, is the basis of the plot. 
Yarn develops the myth through a 
series of apparitions in which the 
king is forewarned of the conse- 
quences resulting from his detiance 
of the crown. At the windup the 
king is overthrown and a romantic 
tangle is also ironed out 

The acting is overshadowed by 
the pageantry, but Massimo Girotti 
gives a forceful performance as the 
ambitious king. Gino Cervi is en- 
tertaining in a Tarzanesque role, 
and Luisa Ferida, a looker, lends 
plenty s.a. as one of the femme 
leads. Alessandro Blasetti'’s direc- 
tion is proficient, especially in his 
handling of the mob sequences 
Picture, running 100 minutes, could 
stand tighter editing. 

Le Point du Jour 
(The Mark of the Day) 
(FRENCH) 

Paris, June 7. 

AGDC release of Cine France produe- 
tien Directed by Louis Daquin. Screen- 
play by Viadimir Polzner, Louis Daquin. 
Features Jean Desailly, Rene Lelevre, 
Catherine Monot, Loleh Bellon, Gasion 


Modot. Guy Sargis. At Ermitage, Paris. 
Running time, 95 MINS, 


Larzac Rene Lefevre 
Marie Brehard ... as Loleh Bellon 
togzer Brehard Michel Picolle 
George Gohelle.... Guy Sargis 
Marles ‘ J P. Grenier 
Coal Sorter ae VNS Catherine Monot 
liead Engineer Jean Desailly 


This can have a good run in a 
foreign house for discriminating 
film goers. It is a documentary 
type fiim, shot in its entirety in ,a 
little French mining town. The 
omnipresent machinery of the 
mine underlines all actions of the 
characters. The underground 
photography is brilliantly done and 
captures the dangerous work ot the 
miners. 

The mine dominates the film 
completely in its story of a youth 
who finally overcomes his fear and 
takes his rightful, hereditary place 
with the men. There are various 
secondary complications. 

The film was backed by various 
mining syndicates, but remains a 
work of cinema rather than a prop- 
aganda tract. The actors all do ad- 
mirably, but director Louis Laquin 
wisely overshadowed them by the 
workings of the dramatic mine. 

Mosk. 
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RKO’s Reisman Bullish on Europe: 





Sees Upped Biz, Eased Rules on Coin 





Returning this week from a¢ 


j 


seven-week swing through most of 
Europe, Phil Reisman, RKO’s for- lrene & Leopold Set 
eign dept. chief, sees the upswing | : a 
on for American pix on the Con- | F Littl W It 
tinent. Reisman faced himself | Or LITTer $ aitZes 
“more optimistic after this trip London, June 14. 
than on any that I’ve taken since Emile Littler is back from Paris 
the end of the war.” after having engaged Irene and 
“I think a general economic im- Leopold for the revival of “Waltzes 
provement in these countries (Eng- From Vienna” (titled in America 
land. France, Belgium, Holland and “The Great Waltz”), with show 
Germany) is under way,” Reisman opening July 11 at Bournemouth. 
declared. “Such an improvement— Littler. while in New York re- 
and there is no question of its cently, also signed Lucienne and | 
presence—will help the film in- Ashour for his next Christmas | 
dustry more than any other Amer- pantomime at Bournemouth, With 


option for the act to appear in the 
new edition of “Latin Quarter” at 
the London Casino next year. He 
has Al Robins for 


ican business.” 
At the same time, Reisman con- 


ceded that dollar remittances will sie 





a panto- | 


|and managerial sense, 


be down 40° -50° during 1949 
oe ve A : ’ eae ere mime engagement at the London} 
mainly because of the restriction ,. ; 
on coin from England. Gross film Casino for 10 weeks, and may 
4 ae . x Se " . . - . 
aes : _' hold him over for the new Casino 
biz, however, is off overseas only “Latin Quarter” show 
10-15%, he said, and appears 48 , ; ; 
much firmer than domestic rev- 
enues. 
Reisman said there is a notice- 
able dropoff in the number of pix l 


produced in England by native pro- | 
ducers. As a consequence, the Brit- 
ish industry ‘‘won’t come anywhere 
near meeting the quota.” He re-| 
ferred to the recent enactment re- | 
quiring houses to play 45% Brit- | 
ish product. On the score of RKO’s | 


Pique Mayer 


June 14, 


Paris, 


dealings with J. Arthur Rank’s Gerald Mayer, continental man- 
Tideue ‘end British Gautnant cir- | 48er for Motion Picture Assn. of 
cuits, bookings have been upped | America, is heading for Italy and 


calling an urgent 
of foreign managers in 
discuss the latest Greek 
Greek government 
has curtailed permissible remit- 
tances from a former annual total 
of $500,000 to $350,000. 


Greece after 
meeting 
Paris to 
restrictions. 


and the American distrib will finish 
the year with a normal number ol 
pix played off. 

RKO biggie trekked to Germany 
to look over the possibilities of 
opening an office in the occupied 
sector. He judges the German eco- 


Mex Pix House Closed For 
2 Weeks for Faked Ads 


Mexico City, June 14. 
Franchise of the Cine Alham- 
bra, large local secondrun cinema, 


Enough US. Film Product in Arg. For 


was suspended for two weeks by | 


the city amusements department | 
‘because it drew a mob, responding | 
to its ads that it was exhibiting a 


» Jorge Negrete pic. 


Then it let the public down by 
screening a film in which the stage- 
radio star was not even mentioned. 


Three Major Arg. 
Studios Being 
Reorganized 


Buenos Aires, June 7. 
Argentina’s three major studios 
are in the throes of complete re- 
organization, both in a financial 
and the in- 
dustry is wondering where the con- 
trol eventually lands, with a num- 





| ber of tycoons angling for the top 
| executive jobs. 


It also de-| « 


| over 
| tion office, 
| staff. 


jpiamae: eee ‘ bars paying operating expenses | 
nomic Situation as “very encourag- from frozen balances, forcing the 
ing” and believes most Yank jj portation of dollars for this pur- 
majors will be operating on their pose 
own by the end of the year. RKO Other problems facing Mayer 
will seek to employ = — Ger- currently include a strike threat 
mans as possible in its office be-| yom Israeli's film workers unless | 
cause it can then pay these aides | they are given a raise plus back 
in blocked eager ; pay. Foreign managers are also 

sw © > 4 "Ti. ae ‘ 

Liberalizing of all rules gov ern-| disturbed about German where 
ing use of frozen pix funds in Eu-| [; §. indie operators are swamping 
rope is seen as a trend by Reis- the market while the majors are 
man. First harbingers, he said. waiting until December before be- 


were a slight boost in remittances 
from Holland and the fact that it 
is now easier in France to get per- 
mits for use of the money within 
the French borders. 

Production in France is at a low 
point because of a rule which re- 
quires the producer of an English- | 
Janguage pic to make an accom-} 
panying French version. Because of | 
this, number of French producers 
have been driven to Italy where 


ginning solo operation without the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. 


ALLEN QUITS HYGIENIC 
AND HEADS FOR STATES 


Sydney, June 7. 
Allen, rep for Hygienic 
handling “Secrets of 





Mort 
Productions, 





: : ir Life” (‘Mom & Dad”), has re- 

the rules are less stringent. ‘signed and returns to N. Y. this 
|week. Allen has been in this ter- 

S ritory for the past four months. 
Canadian War Vet Sets "sie is" a'tersitic nit in Sydney 
° e ° | (10th week) and Newcastle (2d 

Up Israeli Collective Pix = week. it will play all the keys 
-and major stix. It was through 


Allen’s efforts that the pic got the 


Project; Filming to Hum! 


Tel Aviv, June 7. the government for the Down Un- 


With three partners, an _ ex-' der dating. 
Canadian World War II vet has or-| Allen, it’s figured, will join with 
ganized a collective film project. a major film unit in a_ selling 


capacity. 


British Austerity Makes 
Pix Biz Grimmer—Lantz 


Robert Lantz, eastern rep for the 
Phil Berg-Bert Allenberg agency, 
recently returned from a_ trip 
abroad, found British producers 
with few exceptions projecting 
small pix suitable only for domes- 
tic exhibition. Occasional big pix, 
such as the Jennifer Jones starrer, 
“Gone To Earth,” are now ventured 
only 
the 


Venture is headed by Eddie Hirs- 
covitz, now an Israeli citizen. One 
partner is British, another a Greek, 
and the third a Cypriot. 

Already working with the quar- 
tet are some 15 people. Now in|! 
charge of the Israel Air Force’s 
film projection unit, Hirscovitz has | 
drawn up blueprints for a_ film-'! 
making cooperative settlement and 
government authorities have 
shown interest. He first came to 
Palestine in 1946 when he assisted 
in the production of religious films 
in Nazareth for the Rank organ- 
ization. 

Israel film production is likely 
to be perking soon. Bela Pasztor. 
Hungarian film-maker, has arrived 





U, SS. 


from Budapest to reside here  g)mmakers reflects the general de- 
permanently. Shooting is slated within the 


pressed atmosphere 
country, Lantz said. Tourists on 
the Continent are generally struck 
by the contrast between the revi- 
val of spirit in France and Italy 
and the continuing restrictions in 
England. This fact has seeped into 
British awareness and deepened 
the gleom, Lantz reports. 

Britain’s current legit season has 
also been disappointing, Lantz said. 
Only two standout hits have been 
Sir Laurence Olivier’s production 
of “Daphne Laureola” and _ the 
Flora Robson vehicle, “Black Chif- 
fon.’ The number of experimental 
theatres, however, is greater than 
ever. Among the major upcoming 
productions will be Sir Charles B. 
Cochran’s musical, “‘Tough at the 
Top.” 


to start next week on a full-length 
documentary, ‘24 Hours in Israel,” 
his initial picture here. Avigdor 
Hameiri will write the commentary 
while I. Boscovits is composing the 
music. 





Londen Costumer 


Opens in Hollywood 
London, June 7. 

M. Berman, Ltd., local film and 
theatrical costumer, has acquired 
premises on Sunset boulevard 
Hollywood, for establishing a cos- 
tume house for films, legit and tele. 
Firm has already dispatched large 
basic stock of costumes and uni- 
forms consisting primarily of at- 
mospheric clothing and armor. 


{to turn out four 


| fici, 


censor’s okay and greenlight from ! 


The reorganization at 
Studios has been on the carpet 
ever since the government banks 
took over from Curt and Frederico 
Lowe, who have both left the 
country. Important thing 

find competent people who 
take care of the management of 
the outfit. The problem has now 
been solved from the distribution 
side, with Emelco signing a con- 


is 


tract for distribution of all its ma- | 


terial through the Cinematografica 
Inter-Americana (C. Waissman and 
ds J. Guthman), starting with 

“Vidalita,”’ latest of the Emelco 
pix to come out of the cutting 
room. Inter-Americana will take 
EMPA, the Emelco distribu- 
and absorb most of its 
It has complete South 
American distribution and _ also 
produces pix in Mexico and Chile, 
so the Emelco material is thus as- 
sured an outside market. 

On the production side, it’s gen- 
erally anticipated that Emelco will 
be split into three major produc- 
tion groups, headed by Mario Sof- 
Manuel Alba and Carlos 
Schlieper, who would be expected 
pix a year each. 

San Miguel Studios continue 
shuttered, while the reorganization 
is afoot, with considerable hard- 
ship for its staff. Latest reports 
are that Narciso Machinandiarena, 
an Argentine banker, 


his brother, Miguel, as company 
prexy. If new capital is found, 
Miguel Machinandiarena and _ his 


wife, Lena, may be given produc- | 
tion jobs in the organization. 
AAA (Artistas Argentinos Aso- | 
ciados) is also in a state of up- 
heaval, with Enrique Muino and 
Antonio Garcia Smith withdrawing 
once more, this time to form their 
own production unit, to be known 
as Inti-Huasi. Muino is angling 


| for a contract with Emelco which 


would allow him studio space on 
its lots. AAA is to remain under 
the chairmanship of Eduardo Be- 


| doya, former part owner of Baires 


with financial backing from | 


Prevailing blues among British | 


Studios and managing director of 
the newspaper La Critica, evening 
paper with the biggest circulation 
before its takeover by the gov- 
ernment. 

Pablo Cavallo, part owner of the 
Rex theatre and Central Cinema- 
tografica theatre circuit, is expect- 
ed to finance the Muino venture. 


ANGLO-SOVIET PIX DEAL 
NOW BEING MULLED 


London, June 14. 

An Anglo- Soviet film 
modeled on the lines of the Motion 
Picture Assn. agreement with Rus- 





sia, is now being considered by the | 


Soviet Trade Delegation in London. 

This development is a sequel to 
the breakdown of negotiations for 
exchange of product put forward 
by Harold Wilson when he was in 
Moscow in 1947. British distribs 
have advised the Board of Trade 
prexy they could not popularize 
Russian-made_ films for English 
audiences, but were prepared to 
operate a purely financial deal for 
the renting or outright sale of 
British product. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 16 











Emelco | 


to | 
can | 


will replace | 


MEX FILM GROUP ASKS 


an amicable settlement. 


deal, 


_ destruction 
| property. 


| ber” and “Brighton Rock.” 


graphic industry commission com- 


‘chief pic censor, 


Only Six Months as Impasse Holds 


Buenos Aires, June 7. 
Ban on the importation of Amer- 
'ican pictures, in effect since March 
10, finds U. S. distributors here 
with enough product on hand to 
/see them through for another six 





MPEA Product Gets New 


Outlets in Indonesia 


An improvement in Indonesia’s'| months. Impasse appears to be a 
political situation has resulted in long drawn out one, for despite 
additional outlets for Motion Pic- the extended huddles of Joaquin 
ture Export Assn. product. Or- | Rickard, Latin-American chief for 
ganization is also benefiting by the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
partia! removal of military restric- | ica, with high government officials, 


his dickerings seem to have come 
up against a blank wall. 


tions in Sourabaya. Boxoffice re- 


ports from Sourabaya’s firstrun . 
houses for the past month show Peron government reps handling 
that attendance is higher than at the film situation are treating the 
anytime since the first of the | American negoUators with extreme 
vear. toughness and are insisting that 
~ On the heels of the MPEA’s re- Argentine pictures receive playing 
cent move into Jogjacarta, former ume in the U. S. before the bars 
Indonesian Republic capital of 4 let down here. Reportedly 
central Java, the MPEA Batavia they are demanding $100,000 as a 


| fair return on an Argentine film, 
which is sheer optimism, trade ob- 
servers note privately. 


branch reveals that U. S. pictures 
are now being screened in the in- 
terior city of Solo, which has come | 


“gs : But success of an Angentine 
under administrative control of | ; ae - 
roducers 1iss i as 
the Netherlands government. Lone |! oe ducers’ mi ion in Italy has 
Era = stiffened local attitude, and there 
exhibitor there inked a longterm! ; er ager cereke 
MPEA contract despite spirited | is no doubt that U. S. distributors 


in particular will have to make an 
effort to meet this attitude in some 
form or other if they are to be able 


offers from competing distributors. | 





. 9 to sell their product in Argentina, 

where the dollar deficit has for 

Finance Corp. S some time considerably cut down 
the imports of U. S. films. 

P | Only hope for future is that 

the deliberations of the Argen- 

ar laf Oall tine-U. S. Joint Commission, aimed 


at devising a new pattern of com- 
| mercial and economic assistance 
between the two countries, may 
find new dollar earning opportun- 
ities for Argentina and so pave the 


London, June 14. 
Film Finance Corp. has okayed 
a loan to Parthian Productions for 
- 15-minute shorts for 


four series : 
sale to U video stations. Series | WY for a more liberal Argentine 
will Ne Bg puppet features, who- attitude in the question of imports 


from the U. S. 


dunits and vaude. Films are be-| gl ate a 
ing made at Carlton Hill studios Most observers agree, however, 
and are slated for completion that Argentina cannot expect much 


assistance in this respect from the 
U.S. unless there is more freedom 
of capital investment, and the 
menace involved in the new Con- 
stitution of expropriation of local 
enterprise by the government, is 
eliminated. 


U.S. Pix Distribs Won’t Be 


within eight weeks. 

Finance Corp. regards the proj- 
ect as a prospective dollar earner. 
There will be no restrictions, how- 
ever, on screening the shorts on 
BBC television. Other recent loans 
approved include those to David 
Rose’s Coronada Productions for 
“Your Witness’; Anatole De Grun- 
wald for “Personal Appearance,” 





and Filipe del Giudice’s Pilgrim | ° e 
Pictures for “Chance of a Life- | Penalized on Brit. Quota 
time.” 


revealed 
current 


Finance Corp. survey 
last week that seven of 15 


Lack Under Old Films Act 


productions are being made with | ; _ London, June 14. 
government financing. Altogether! American distribs who failed to 
15 loans have been made to date | comply with their distrib quota 


commitments in the last year of the 
‘old Films Act are not to be prose- 
cuted by the Board of Trade. This 
is officially confirmed in the an- 
nual report of the Films Council, 
AID which explains that as the distribs 

|'quota has been abolished in the 


with 21 applications rejected. 





_ ALEMAN FOR GOVT. 


Mexico City. June 14. 1948 Act no useful purpose would 
Further official aid, in the form. be served in recommending prose- 
of such concessions as tax cuts, | cution. 


In its report, the 11th which they 
have made, the Films Council in- 
|dicates a hardening attitude 
‘towards quota tickets for reissues 
and orders that in future these will 
be reserved only for first features. 

The report also explains Coun- 
cil’s reasons for advocating a 
3314% quota, subsequently upped 
to 40% by Board of Trade prexy 
Harold Wilson. This was based on 
an assumption that a maximum of 
74 first features would be com- 
‘pleted during the 1949-50 quota 
year. 


was asked of President Miguel | 
Aleman by the national cinemato- 
posed of Antonio Castor Leal, 
chairman, and 
top producers Mauricio de la 
Serna, Santos Galindo, Jesus Palo- 
mino, Raul de Anda and Celestino 
Gorostiza. 

President was told that the 
Mexican pic biz is depressed, al- 
though export trade is good every- 
where excepting in Britain, where 
home products competition — is 
stiffer. Reducing taxes for the 
Mexican market and for export 
would be a great help, the commis- 
sion said. It informed the chief 
executive that the trade doesn’t 





London Likes ‘Champagne’ 


expect trouble from _ pic labor’s itt 
demand for pay hikes with the | Though Critics Lukewarm 
expiration tomorrow (15) of the! London, June 14. 


two-year work pacts and looks for| ‘Champagne for Delilah,” a friv- 
‘olous domestic triangle comedy by 
Ronald Miller, opened at the New 
theatre June 9, after an auspicious 
tryout in Leeds, May 1. The play 
was cordially received by firstnight 
audience, but got lukewarm notices 
from the critics. Henry Sherek 1s 
presenting the comedy, which 1s 
splendidly acted, with Googie 
Withers and Nigel Patrick in the 
leading roles. 





British Mothers Prefer 
Slapstick Pix for Kids 


London, May 31. 
British mothers believe the best 
films for their children to see are 
slapstick comedies and musicals, , 
with educational, documentary and 


travelo ix asr ars- iew- ’ . . Torr 
08 pow ae runners-up. View The offering, directed by Murray 
point was given to a government 


Macdonald, has an even chance for 
committee on children and the ’ 


cinema by the Women’s Institutes, | >"“°°*™ 
and is based on information re- 
ceived from.39 county federations. 

On the other hand, mothers de- 
plore films dealing with drunken 
brawls, torture, war atrocities and 
of human life and 





Harlan Voted ‘Unbearable’ 

Frankfurt, May 31. 
A working group of film pro- 
ducers associations in the three 
western zones unanimously decided 
to reject Veit Harlan, producer of 
“Jud Suss,” anti-Semitic film, 4s 
“unbearable” for the film industry. 
It voted also to bar his future 

| employment. 


Among the pix considered harm- 
ful to children are ‘No Orchids 
for Miss Blandish,’ “Forever Am- 
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E’S BOOKED SOLID 


Thanks to the company that DELIVERS what it promises! 
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Aussie Headache for U.S. Distribs; 


Newsreel Quirk Newest Angle 


Sydney, June 7. ¢ 


Certain Aussie exhibs are at- 
tempting to sell U.S. distribs the 
idea that by screening 52 locally- 
made newsreels, they (the exhibs) 
are entitled under the quota act to 
reject one additional Yankee film 


in addition to the regular 25% 

right of rejection on U.S. pix. 
Distribs say that under the 

Cinemaiograph Act, where there 


are not sufficient locally-made 
feature pix to cover the playdating 


by exhibs of a 212° home quota, 


the exhibs can play 52 newsreels 
per annum to offset the quota rul- 
ing. But distribs say emphatically) 
that exhibs can’t nix an additional 
U.S. pic because of playing news- 
reels. 

The Down Under zone is a 


headache for U.S. distribs. They're 
faced with a 25° right of rejection 
by exhibs, a 15° British quota, a 
2'2> local quota and a 50% freeze 
of rentals, plus a nix on any at- 
tempt to erect own showeases in 
opposition to the native exhib. Add 
to this 16¢c for every foot of film 
imported into the zone, plus tax- 
ation on earnings. 





Paris Hypoed as Disney 
Foreign Hatrs. to Save 
On Expense, Sez Cutting 


Current transfer of Walt Dis- 
ney’s dubbing operations from 


Hollywood to Paris is motivated by 
strong economic reasons, John W. 
Cutting, chief of Disney foreign 
versions, declared in Hoboken Fri- 
day (10) prior to sailing for the 
French capital on the Nieuw Am- 
sterdam. ‘‘We can’t continue on 
the Coast,” he added, “when it’s 
economically impractical to do so.” 

By making Paris the headquar- 
ters for the company’s foreign pro- 
duction, Cutting revealed, not only 


can the firm’s frozen remittances 
be utilized, but considerable time 
will be saved by eliminating the 


shipment of dubbed versions to 
Hollywood, since France is a 
central point in terms of the con- 
tinental and other world markets 

Shift to Paris is by no means a 
completely new step for Disney, in- 
asmuch as the company long has 
carried on operations there. Ac- 
tivities are merely being expanded 
Cutting disclosed. He pointed out 
that 
abroad, while the mechanics of 
superimposing new sound tracks 
and other technical details were 
handled in Hollywood. 


WEIATT BACK AFTER 
S. A. SURVEY FOR RANK 


Robert Weiatt, J. Arthur Rank’s 
Latin American’ supervisor, re- 
turns to the British filmmaker’s 
New York office Friday (27) after 
a two-month trip below the Rio 
Grande. 

Weiatt visited every Latin 
American country in checking on 
the sales setup and lining up new 
Rank product for overseas con- 
sumption. 


Aussie Need for Nat'l 
Theatre Vital: Gary 


Sydney, June 7. 

Yial Gary. U. S. comie in “Okla- 
homa.” which is touring Australia, 
recently spanked the Down Under 
show biz setup for its lack of a 
national theatre. Speaking via 
radio, Gary said the wealth of top- 
line Aussie talent could get no 
further than the chorus or ballet 
at home and therefore left the 
country. 

Frankly stating that the Aussie 
theatre is living on the talent and 
brains of other countries, Gary 
said there was no reason why a 
healthy development of a native 
theatre industry hadn’t taken 
place. He suggested the importa- 
tion of topflight producers to work 
with local producers as a_ be- 
ginning. 











Int’! Music Olympic 


Vienna, May 31. 
Salzburg Festival committee an- 
nounces plans to introduce an In- 
ternational Music Olympic in 1950. 
Music societies the world over 
Will be invited to participate. 


recording always was done | 





Pathe Reopens Studio 


In London’s Film Row 


London, June 14. 
Only studio in Wardour street, 
London’s film row, the Pathe single 
outfit has reopened after 
complete rebuilding and refitting. 
Ribbon-cutting ceremony was per- 

tormed by film star Sheila Sim. 
Associated British-Pathe chief 
William Moffatt intends to use the 
studio for the production of its own 


stage 


second features, “Pathe Pictorial” 
documentaries and screen tests. 
It’s also being made available to 


other producers on a rental basis. 


0th Pic Sparks 
Jap State Fair 


Tokyo, June 14. 

Impact of Hollywood films upon 
the 
up by the recent “American-style” 
fair held by the city of Osaka. Idea 
for the exposition, according to 
Osaka newspaper Asahi Shimbun, 
was inspired by 20th-Fox’ “State 
Fair,’ which clicked solidly in Nip- 
pon. Closing last week after draw- 
ing 2,000,000 patrons, the spectacle 
was even tagged ‘State Fair,” since 
its sponsors felt the public would 
thus get a better conception of 
what the event was all about. 

Fair’s physical layout was pat- 
terned closely after the picture’s 
setup as an indication of “State 
Fair's’ wide influence. Other U.S. 
pix which helped Japan toward 
democracy, according to the Motion 
Picture Export Assn., are Metro’s 
“Boystown,” RKO’s “The Farmer’s 
Daughter” and Samuel Goldwyn’s 





“Best Years of Our Lives.” Trio 
respectively helped the juvenile 
delinquency problem, aided 


women’s political movements and 
brought about greater assistance to 
war disabled. 


TV Estry Into London 
Newsreel Field Cues 
New Theatre Hassle 


London, June 14. 
Entry of TV into the newsreel 
field is likely to lead to a new war 
between news theatre operators 





and the big five newsreel com- 
| panies. 
| Hamstrung by existing labor 


|agreements which permit only a 
limited number of “specials” each 
|year, major newsreel units have 
| been taking a severe beating from 
' video, which is using the instanta- 
neous method of recording direct 
from the tube, and has a completed 
reel in a matter of minutes. 

With boxoffice takings dropping 
steadily in the area around London 
covered by the existing TV service, 
one news theatre—the Monseig- 
neur in Marble Arch—has begun 
its own film coverage of important 
events, and although still behind 
television, is way ahead of the rec- 
ognized newsreels. 

Experiment was tried for the 
first time last Thursday (9) for the 
Trooping the Color ceremony to 
mark King George VI’s_ official 
birthday, and a nine-minute reel 
was on the screen the following 
morning, whereas 
serviced by the majors, had to wait 
till yesterday (13). Tele service, 
apart from featuring the event as 
a special morning’ transmission, 
ended its program the same eve- 
ning with a half-houh newsreel. 

Monseigneur chief Jack Davis is 
to continue the experiment by 
filming the fashionable Ascot rac- 
ing week. which is also being cov- 
ered by video cameras. 


Tours Israel Sked 





Tel Aviv, June 7. 
Jennie Tourel ends a series of 
highly successful concert engage- 


ments in Israel June 11. 
Originally scheduled to make 17 
appearances in 25 days, the Met- 
opera soprano was forced by trans- 
portation delays to telescope her 
12 orchestral engagements and five 
recitals into 21 days. She is ap- 
pearing with the Israel Phil- 
harmonic orchestra and in recital 
at Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and Haifa. 


Japanese masses was pointed | 


| Baird Co., is to 


other theatres, | 


Stolz, Ending Vienna Pic 
Chore, Preps U. S. Return 


Vienna, June 7. 
Robert Stolz is winding up his af- 


to New York the end of June. He 


tivals. Working hard at present 
on the musical score for the Ex- 
celsior film “Charming Swindler” 
(to be directed by Hans Wolf), he 
has composed several other num- 
bers besides. 

Stolz’ annual conducting tour of 
the U. S. will start at the Lewisohn 
Stadium, New York, July 17. 


Weekend Filming Okayed 
On Hitchcock ‘Fright’ To 


Avoid Vacation Hassle 


London, June 14. 


To insure that “Stage Fright,” 
the Alfred Hitchcock production 
starring Jane Wyman, is com- 


pleted on schedule by Aug. 12, the | 


date of the studio’s annual closing 
for the summer vacation, weekend 
filming, subject to union agree- 
ment, may be necessary from time 
to time. 

Hitcheock, who starts actual 
filming at Associated-British Els- 
tree studios tomorrow (15), is an- 
xious that production should be 
completed before the annual shut- 
down, otherwise he and the entire 
unit would be faced with a fort- 
night’s enforced idleness which 
would seriously affect the budget. 

In addition to Miss Wyman, the 
international cast lined up for the 
pie includes Marlene Dietrich, 
Michael Wilding, Alastair Sim, 
Kay Walsh and Richard Todd. 


BATTLE FOR THEATRE TY 
HEADS FOR PARLIAMENT 


London, June 14. 

New offensive to overcome the 
barrier imposed against TV trans- 
missions direct to picture theatres 
is to be launched when Parliament 
reassembles after the Whitsuntide 
recess next week. Samuel Seeman, 
managing director of the Scophony- 
circularize every 
MP and put the case for big-screen 
television. 

Seeman, who is also associated 
with the Capital and Provincial 
group of news theatres, has been 
agitating for some time to get gov- 
ernment okay on plans to install 
Scophony big-screen equipment in 
some of his houses, but all efforts 
have so far been frustrated by the 





official Television Advisory com- 
mittee, which have refused him 
licenses. 


wreenlight from the government 
would inevitably lead to an intense 
TV race in the London area as all 
the major circuits are advanced 
with their plans and_= smaller 
groups, such as Sidney Bernstein’s 
Granada circuit, are also in the 
field for licenses. 

Seeman’s overtures to MP’s are 
the first stage in an all-out offen- 
sive designed to break down exist- 
ing barriers. 





Paul A. Frombartz has been 
named head of the Motion Picture 
Export Assn.’s_ homeotfice sales 


contro] department, replacing Irv- 
ing Eckstein. who switched to 
Paramount International. 


Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, June 14. 

“Adv. Story,” James (13). 

“Ann Veronica,” Piccadilly (4). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (106). 
“Beau Stratagem,” Phoenix (7). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (9). 
“Belinda Fair,” Savoy (12). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (7). 
“Champagne Delilah,’ New (1) 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (12). 











“Dark of Moon,” Ambassador (9). | 


“Foolish Gent'’w'n,” Duch. (16). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (64). 
“Harvey,” Wales (24). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (20). 
“Lady’s Burning,’ Globe (6). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (13). 
“Lilac Time,” Palace (8). 

“My Mother Said,” Fortune (2). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (111). 
“On Mondey Next,” Comedy (2). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (28). 
“Sauce Tartare,’ Cambridge (4). 
“September Tide.” Ald. (27). 
“Third Visitor,” York's (1), 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (114). 
“Turners Husb.,” St. Mart. 
“Two Dozen Reses,” Lyric (3) 
“Worm's View,” Whitehall (112) 


(7), 


Littler Rushes 2d ‘Annie’ Co. To 





| 
| 


| Provinces: 


fairs here and getting ready to fly | 





| played a prominent part here in| 
|arranging the Johann Strauss fes- 


Kungsfilm Working On 


Impressive Pic Sked 
Stockholm, June 7. 
Kungsfiim, which recentiy turn- 


ed over its physical distribution to | 


Svensk Filmindustrie, is still going 


strong as a producer. At present 
the company has three new films 
in work These are “Swedish 
Horseman,” “Lang-Lasse From 
Delsbo” and “Second Floor in the 
House Across the Yard 

Outfit has also received requests 
from distributors in a number ol 


countries, including the U. S., for 
rights to the film “Gatan.” 


French-Arg. Pix 
Deal Hopeful 


Buenos Aires, June 7 

As a result of the Argentine- 
Italian agreement, signed 
in Rome, Italian pix may be re- 
leased without difficulty in Argen- 
tina, while a syndicate has been 
formed in Italy to exploit 10 Ar- 
gentine pix, with Italian subtitles, 
which the Ente Nacional de la In- 
dustria Cinematografica of Waly 


has undertaken to distribute’ in 
Italv. Apart from these 10 pic- 
tures, Argentine distributors may 


contract individually for release of 
any further material in Italy, 

Juan Jose Guthman, of Cine- 
matografico Inter-Americana, who 
represented the Argentine produ- 
cers in the negotiations with Italy, 
has now moved on to Paris, and 
has hopes of working out a sim- 
ilar agreement with France. So 
far reports from Paris are that 
the going is tough, but on the Ar- 
gentine side there is a strong de- 
termination to conclude a similar 
deal to the one with Italy, or else 
French material will not be al- 
lowed on the Argentine market. 

These negotiations are an imple- 
mentation of the policy initiated 
last year by Argentina’s entertain- 
ment czar, Claudio Martinez Paiva 
(director of the Municipal Enter- 
tainment Board), who stated quite 
fiatly that Argentina was only pre- 
pared to import pix from countries 
which took an equivalent amount 
of the Argentine product. 


New Stock Deals Still 
Leave 20th & Mocdabe 
50-50 Partners in N. Z. 


Sydney, June 7. 

It's understood now that 20th- 
Fox hasn't vet gotten a bigger take 
in the Moodabe Amalgamated The- 
tres’ loop in New Zeland. It’s still 
a 50-50 operation, according to 
insiders. Mike Moodabe, 
m.d., and presently on biz 
here, still refuses to make 
statement olficially on new 
deals. 

Present indications are that 20th, 
under Sid Albright, will turn in a 
top gross this vear. The 20th prod- 
uct has its key outlet via Hoyts 
major loop, in which 20th holds a 
‘big stock interest. 

There seems little chance of 20th 
and RKO getting together as a biz 
combo in this area following the 
breakdown of negotiations in N-Y. 
some months back. 20th. it’s 
understood, would prefer to sink 
a major slice of frozen coin into 
theatre expansion, hence the play 
for a bigger share in the Moodabe 
New Zealand loop. 





visit 
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‘Vincent’ Film Receives 


Tax-Free Irish Okay 


Dublin, May 31. 

Irish tax authorities have ap- 
proved Maurice Cloche’s 
tion of “Monsieur Vincent” as an 
educational film, to be admitted 
into Ireland free of duty of 10¢ a 
foot normally charged on foreign 
films. 
for showing free of entertainment 
tax in cinemas, provided 


of program is also made up of 
shorts holding an educational 
rating. 


“Monsieur Vincent” is being 
handled here by Cinema and Gen- 
eral Films, Ltd., with a = splash 
opening set for the Savoy in Sep- 
tember. 


recently | 


loop’s | 


produc- | 


balance | 


Season Stay Likely 


+ London, June 14. 
Emile Littler’s “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” current London Coliseum 
hit, finished its second year’s run, 
comprising 925 performances. te 
1,907,725 people. Despite “Okla. 
homa,” at Drury Lane theatre. hav- 
ing been running six weeks longer, 


it has beaten its intake by many 
thousands. 

When Littler learnt that a film 
of “Annie” was being made by 
Metro, he rushed a special com- 
pany of the show to the provinces. 
with first stand at Manchester nec 
essitating the moving of the D'Ov] 
Carte Opera Co., fixtures to be re- 
placed by “Annie.” Grosses in 
Manchester and Glasgow thus far 
have broken all records of the 
towns. 

Littler’s desire to book the show 


in Blackpool, without finding a 
theatre available, meant his trans- 
forming the Winter Gardens Payij]- 
lion, which has not had a live show 
there in 25 years, into practically 
a new house, with theatre having to 


be closed for several weeks for 
complete renovating with modern 


lighting and fireproofed curtain 
This is the first time that a mu- 
sical has been booked at Brit- 
ish resort for the entire summer 
season. “Annie” opened 
June 3 to capacity, with advance 
well over $20,000. Show is expected 
to stay there at least five months, 
and may even stay over Christmas. 
When company finishes its Lon- 
don run at the Coliseum, which is 
not expected to be this year, 
Littler intends to store the entire 
Coliseum scenery, as the sets are 
too large for a provincial house. 
and is having a special duplicate 
production built to play seasons in 
the southern English key cities, 


the 


there 





‘Joint U. S-Argentine 
| Film Production Pgm. 
| Being Mapped on Coast 


Argentine film director Hugo 
Fregonese and Charles De Cruz, 
tradepaper publisher and head of 
the Motion Picture Crities Assn. of 
Argentina, planed to the Coast 
Monday (13) to discuss plans for a 
joint American-Argentine produe- 
tion program with an undisclosed 
major distributor. Proposed ven- 
ture calls for one and possibly two 
pictures to be made in the Argen- 
tine with American stars in the top 
roles. 

Financing of the films would be 
accomplished partly in pesos and 
balance in dollars. Initial pie, 
Fregonese revealed in New York 
prior to leaving for the Coast, 
would be “Tiger Pampa.” Budget 
would be around $200,000. To 
‘duplicate “Tiger” in Hollywood, 


De Cruz said, would cost at least 
$1,000,000. 

In New York for the past two 
weeks, the two have been holding 
screenings of an Argentine film, 
“Apenas Un Delincuente” (“Hardly 


a Criminal”), which Fregonese pro- 
duced and directed for Interameri- 
cana. They hope to arrange an 
American distributional deal for 
the entry. Both Fregonese and 
'De Cruz collabed on the seript. 


BERNSTEIN PLANS FILM 
ON SWIFT WITH MORLEY 


Dublin, 





June 14 


Sidney Bernstein, British indie 
producer, weather-bound at Shan- 
non while en route to the U. 5. 


said he is planning a picture about 
the life of Dean Swift, famous 18th 
century satirist, and hopes to get 
Robert Morley to write the script 
and play the lead. 

Morley, who was on the same 
plane. made no comment, except 
that his current plans go no fur- 
ther than Australia. He is bound 
there for a tour with his “Edward, 
My Son.” 


Bad Boy Dali 


Barcelona, Jine | 

At the Liceo, the sets of “Tristan 
el Loco” (“Mad Tristan”), painted 
by Salvador Dali, shocked the aud! 
ence. 

"General comments were that 
Richard Wagner’s music merited 4 
little more respect. 





The rating also okays film | 











— 





eduesday, June 15, 1949 
a VARIETY ae 
| 













Gera 


ALBANY 
Worner Screening Room 
79 W. Pearl St. + 12:30 P.M. 
ATLANTA 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
197 Walton St. N.W. + 2:30 P.M 
BOSTON 
RKO Screening Room 
122 Arlington St. + 2:30 P.M. 
BUFFALO 
Poramount Screening Room 
464 Fronklin St. + 2:00 P.M 
CHARLOTTE 
20th Century-Fox SKreening Room 
308 $. Church St. - 10:00 A.M. 
CHICAGO 
Warner Screening Room 
1307 Se. Wabash Ave. + 1:30 P.M. 
CINCINNATI 
RKO Pelace Th. Kreening Room 
Polace Th. Bldg. E. 6th + 8:00 P.M, 
CLEVELAND 
BF Wormer Screening Room 
AS a 2300 Poyne Ave. + 8:30 P.M. 
c 
5 ® DALLAS 
Don't let this Trade Show get away! 2 sem ‘xray tom 
bad 1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M. 
e DENVER 
Paramount Screening Room 
2100 Stout St. + 2:00 P.M. 
DES MOINES 


ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY St" 
AND FOR SURE- Seria 


20th Century-Fox Sreening Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. - 1:30 P.M 


THE PRIZE LOS ANGELES 


2025 $. Vermont Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 


MEMPHIS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 


COMEDY CATCH MARE 
THIS SUMMER IS 























212 W. Wisconsin Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Worner Screening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. + 2:00 P.M 
NEW HAVEN 

Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M. 
NEW ORLEANS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 $. Liberty St. - 8:00 P.M. 
NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 PM. 
OKLAHOMA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
10 North Lee St. - 1:30 P.M. 
OMAHA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport St. - 10:00 A.M. 
PHILADELPHIA 

Warner Screening Room 

230 Wo. 13th St. - 2:30 P.M. 
PITTSBURGH 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Blvd. of Allies - 1:30 P.M. 
PORTLAND 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

1947 W.W. Kearney St. - 2:00 P.M. 
SALT LAKE 

29th Catury-Fox Screening Room 
216 Eost Is? South + 2:00 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Republic Pict. Screening Room 

221 Golden Gate Ave. + 1:30 P.M. 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Kreening Room 

2318 Second Ave. - 10:30 AM. 
$T. LOUIS 

S'renco Screening Rvom 

3143 Olive St. + 1:00 P.M. 
WASHINGTON 

Worner Theatre Building 

V3th & E Sts. WLW. + 10-30 AM, 













‘THE GIRL FROM 
JONES BEACH’ 


starring 


RONALD REAGAN 
VIRGINIA MAYO 
EDDIE BRACKEN 


directed by produced by 
PETER GODFREY ALEX GOTTLIES | 
screen play by t. A. L. Diamond GEAR 
based on a story by Allen Borete : | « 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Although “Look For Silver 
next, is the first Warner picture to 
were many WB films in the house p 


in the Hall was “One Foot In Heaven” in 1941. 


and Heaven, Too” played in 1940 wh 


“Dark Victory” were Warner productions to show in the Hall. 


that, WB films included “Four’s A 
“Forest,” “Green Pastures” 


also the Hollywood. since sold to A 
called the Mark Hellinger. 


Various departments at Paranx 
in the ithin the next 
vear-end divorcement of theatres fr 
Par prexy Barney 
the new operation be made 
minimum of confusion when the de 

Changes are gradually being 


homeofiice wv 


as soon 


physical services and other aspects, 


of departments. Balaban hopes in 
tion of both the theatre and distril 
ment becomes complete. 


and “Another Dawn.” 


its key pix for its own Broadway flagship, the Strand, and before that 


Balaban is anxious that all changes necessary 


made 


Lining,” due at Radio City Music Hall 


play the Hall for some time, there 
rior to 1941. Last previous Warner 
Prior to that, “All This 
ile in 1939 “We Are Not Alone” and 
Before 
Crowd,” “Robin Hood,” ‘Petrified 
Thereafter WB kept 


nthony B. Farrell as a legiter, now 


yunt will begin shifting locations 
few weeks in 
om the production-distribution end. 
under 
as possible so that there will be a 
adline comes 

operationally, in accounting, 
as well as in geographic location 
this way to maintain smooth opera- 
ution Companies after the divorce- 


Producing-directing team of Cha 


rles Brackett and Billy Wilder are 


steering a narrow course in current shooting of Paramount’s ‘Sunset 


Boulevard,’ which headlines pristi 
with William Holden, Erich von Str 
by Miss Swanson’s thesping and 


looks in 


ne film star Gloria Swanson along 
‘oheim and Nancy Olson. Impressed 
playing a onetime screen 


queen, Brackett and Wilder have been gradually building her part past 


the script’s original limits. 
that Miss Swanson doesn’t want to 
possibilities by making the current 
is a saga of pioneer Hollywood. 


What makes that course difficult is the fact 


jeopardize her own biopic’s future 
opus too generous. “Sunset Blvd.” 


Indie film producers in Hollywood, worried by financial woes, 


getting more worries by mail from 
them that prints of their pictures, 
are subject to taxation when shown 
to pay 2% after July 1 on “all ta 


are 
the State of Connecticut, notifying 
equipment and advertising material 
in that state. They will be required 
ngible personal property purchased 


outside of Connecticut for use in this state.” 














—— Continued 











tion with a regular theatre that has 
been operating for years, they Say, 
is merely a reflection of the Ameri- 
can competitive private-enterprise 
system. Any man with an estab- 
lished business is subject to the 
same risk that something new and 
different will capture the public’s 
fancy and leave him in the cold, 
That Year-Round Customer 


On the other hand, attorneys de- 
clare, the film company has a right 
to protect a year-round customer 
from whom it will aggregately get 
more rentals in a 12-month period 
than from the drive-in. Part of 
this protection, it is said, must be 
in recognition of lower taxes and 
other costs that the outdoor house 
might enjoy. 

One of the most ticklish of the 
legal points, attorneys say, is the 
plea of the drive-ins that it is out- 
side of the business district and 
theretore not in competition with 
the early-run houses in midtown. 
That may not be a fair plea, the 
legalites point out, since it is this 
very fact of being out-of-town that 
gives the drive-in an advantage and 
is its attraction. It is a point that 
probably will only be seitled in 
the courts. 


250 New Ovoners Yearly 


Toledo, June 14 

Drive-ins are increasing at the 
rate of about 250-a-vear, J. D. 
Phyfe, RCA engineer, told a meet- 
ing here last week of the central 
section of the Society of Motion 
Picture Engineers. He said they 
were being built at the rate of only 
about eight-a:vear before the war. 

Introduction of the in - car 
speaker, ending the public nui- 
sance caused by spill-over of sound 
into adjoining residential areas. 
Phyfe declared, was one of the rea- 
sons tor the mushrooming of the 
theatres. Development in equip- 
ment, he told the engineers, is 
aimed primarily at improving quai- 
ity of the projected picture and re- 


produced sound. Trends are to- 
ward more light through use of 
more powerful are lamps which 


will reguire cooling devices to pro- 
tect both equipment and film. 
stepped up amplitving equipment, 
improvement in speakers, post and 
road lighting to guide patrons to 
ramps, and development of signal- 
ling devices for concessions 


N. H. Drive-Ins Pop Up 


Manchester, N. H 

Even in the face of a legislative 
move to restrict their operations. 
drive-in theatres continue to pop 
up in New Hampshire’s hinter- 
lands. Latest to open is the Ba- 
boosic Lake ozoner, which offered 
free admission to the initial show. 

Others recently launched include 
the Starway, outside Scmersworth: 
Sky-Ray, between Manchester and 
Hooksett, and Manchester drive-in, 
in the Grenier Heights section. 
The Pine Island Park drive-in, 
which has been in operation sev- 





Drive-Ins’ Clearance Snarls 











from page 7 





eral seasons, is now luring the 
youngsters with an offer of free 
rides on the park concessions with 
their ticket purchases. 











| Richards-Par | 
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of next vear. While the original 
partnership agreement provided 
for a highly advantageous (to 
Paramount) option in the event 
their collaboration ended, it is re- 
ported that the breakup was not 
made under its terms. It is be- 
lieved that the New Orleans exhib 
would have put up a strong legal 
battle if Par sought an out under 
this provision. 

Possibility of Par and Richards 
smoking the peacepipe is strong 
because the latter has also been 
shorn of Universal, Metro and RKO 
celluloid as result of tiffs on terms. 
While Richards’ competitors are 


paying higher rentals for major 
product, understood the net take 


is no greater because he holds the 
choicest theatres. 

Announcement of deal stressed 
continued managen.ent of the the- 
atres under the supervision of Nor- 
man L. Carter, current top man un- 
‘der Richards. Carter’s aides, Gas- 
ton J. Dureau, Harry K. Oliphint 
and Maurice F. Barr will also stay 
on. 





preparation for the | 
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also be solved with an eve towards 
satisfving the ego drives, as put in 
the jargon of the psycho trade. 

Dichter recently was employed 
by CBS to solve similar research 
problems on several of the net's 
top programs. The compiled data 
was instrumental in determining 
the form and content of the net’s 
documentary on atomic power, 
“Operations Crossroads,” and in 
the case of the mystery series, 
“Suspense.” was responsible’ for 
correcting important errors in the 
use of sound effects. 

Jersey Allied's B.O. Survey 

Survey to determine how much 
business is off compared to last 
vear and the reasons why was voted 
by New Jersey Allied at a member- 
ship meeting staged Monday (13). 
The move was made to check into 
state grosses after exhibs com- 
plained that business has dipped 
30° ¢-60% ©. 

Each exhib in the state will be 
sent a questionaire asking for per- 
centage figures. Additionally, pa- 
trons will be canvassed to deter- 
mine what is wrong with Jersey 
film biz. Allied wants exhibs par- 
ticularly to go after customers who 
have not been attending the flick- 
eries as frequently now as they 
have in the past. 








‘B’ Pool 


| 
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handling a number of other Rank , 





features. 

Series of special meets are being 
staged at the MPAA in an attempt 
to iron out the difficulties. Mean- 
while, U has the right under its 
reciprocal distrib deal with Rank 
to offset the earnings of its British 
pix against profits of its American- 
made product in Rank’s 
General Film Delivery handles U’s 


England. 


product in the United Kingdom. 

Controvery got its start when 
20th-Fox bought “Man About the 
House” and “Mine Own Execu- 
tioner” outright from Sir Alex- 
ander Korda. Twentieth paid off 


in frozen sterling instead of hand- 
ing Korda a percentage here on 
the two films’ earnings. That deal, 
by the implied effect of its terms, 
kept U.S. grosses out of the ‘B’ 
pool since 20th owned the rights 
and did not need to send earnings 
to Korda in England. 
20th Agrees 

U promptly squawked over the 
pact and a battle ensued. Twen- 
tieth later relented and agreed that 
the earnings would be included in 
the pool regardless of the fact that 
it owned the pix in toto. 

Added special deals, however, 
have muddied the waters again and 
inspired another revolt by U. Both 
Samuel Goldwyn and David O. 
Selznick have made their own 
special pacts with Korda thereby 
taking a number of other pix out- 
side the veil, ; 

Final straw came, it is said, when 
| Eagle Lion, not a member of the 
MPAA, started dickering to swap 
revenues from Rank’s “Red Shoes” 
with its take in Britain on Walter 
Wanger’s “Tulsa.” EL is the other | 
‘top distrib in the U.S. handling 
Rank’s product. If the proposed 
deal, or some variant, goes through 
it is expected that over $1,000,000 
earnings from “Shoes” in the U.S. 























will never find their way to the 
‘B’ pool. 
__— Continued from page § ae 


da in Britain, B. of E. sold him the 
dollars he required to pay off the 
Bankers Trust. Amount due the 
latter was something under the 
{$500,000 total loan, since part pay- 
iment had been made out of the 
U. S. income of the pix. 

Prior to the purchase by 20th of 
|““Husband” and “Karenina,” it had 
'made outright buys of two other 
Korda films. They were ‘Man 
About the House” and “Mine Own 
Executioner.” There was no switch 
in these deals, however, they hav- 
ing originally been purchases of 
western hemisphere rights out of 
blocked sterling. 
| “Husband” and “Karenina” buy- 
‘out washes up a relationship be- 
tween 20th and Korda that has tre- 
*quently been strained and mutual- 
lv recriminating. Korda com- 
plained that the distrib was not 
making the _ best» possible effort 
to milk the films, while 20th 
squawked that it was doing as well 
as could be expected considering 
‘the American b.o. potential of the 
pix. 


| Upped Admish 
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houses as it can on that basis be- 
fore shifting over to regular ve- 
lease, 
50°. More to Go 
On the basis of present returns, 
RKO estimates that “Joan” will do 


between $4,000,000 and $4,500,000 
on its upped admission release. 
That's a very sturdy figure, of 


course, except that the pic was so 
expensive it will have to do around 
$9,000,000 to break even. RKO 
execs Say it is impossible to tell and 
refuse to hazard a guess as to 
whether there’s a chance of regu- 


lar release, plus foreign, pushing 
income that high 

RKO. which also. distributed 
Samuel Goldwyn’'s “Best Year of 


Our Lives” on a roadshow basis. is 
using that pic for comparison with 
“Joan.” Latter started out doing 
between 65%° and 70° of “BYOL” 
biz, but now, as it gets into smaller 
| towns, ratio has sunk to 55°%-60°¢. 
The Goldwyn pie did about $8,000.- 


(000 its first time areund plus 
i slightly over $2,500,000 in its first 
jregular release. H 


RKO’s 5 Sales Meets 


RKO will launch into a series of 


five regional sales meets. with 
Robert Mochrie, sales chief, wield- 


ing the gavel. First meet is set 


for Buffalo, July 11-13, followed by | 


Toronto, July 14-15; New Orleans, 
July 18-19; Chicago, July 20-22; 
and San Francisco, July 25-27. 

A. A. Schubart, manager of ex- 
change operations, accompanies 
Mochrie on his swing. Others will 
be Harry J. Michalson, short sub- 


ject sales topper; Nat Levy, east- 
ern division manager and aide 
Frank Drumm; Charles Boasberg, 


north-south division chief and asst. 
Carl Peppercorn 
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been decided that ony three 
of the 14 members of the executive 
committee of the Variety Clubs 
International-Will Rogers Memo- 
rial Fund, Inc., can constitute an 
admissions committee and approve 
applications forwarded via any of 
the clubs. 

Establishment, of which Dr 
George E. Wilson has been medical 
director since 1934, is said to be 
one of the most efficient of its type 
in the country, with per-patient 
cost running only $40-per-week at 
96-bed capacity. That figure has 
risen to $70 with the few patients 
the hospital has been able to take 
care of in recent years. 

Most of the patients pay nothing. 
Contribution for seven of them is 
being made by the Actors’ Fund; 
$10-a-week is being paid by a union 
for one of its members; and the 
same amount is being paid by a 
theatre circuit for one of its em- 
ployes. Minimum stay is generally 
a year and the average around two 
years, 

Robert J. O'Donnell, Dallas thea- 
tre exec, International Chief Bar- 
ker of Variety and new prez of the 
hospital, disclosed some of 
organization’s 
accepting the deed and keys to the 
institution from Vincent at a cere- 
'mony and luncheon there last 
Thursday (9). He said that Variety 
had a pledge of $75,000 from the 
eight major film companies for the 
hospital and they had also prom- 
ised to’supply one picture a year 
“of the calibre of ‘The Jolson 
Story” for benefit preems in some 
40 cities. These would be mid- 
night or other special shows for 
which the clubs would charge a 
minimum of probably $5 per ticket. 

Thirty-eight club members and 
newsmen journeyed to Saranac for 
the official transfer to Variety last 
week. Standing with Vincent when 
he presented the deed and keys to 
O’Dornell were Pat Casey, who as 
president of the Vaudeville Man- 
agers Asstn. led the way with the 
National Vaudeville Artists in 
collecting the $1,250,000 which the 
hospital cost, and Harold Rodner, 
Warner Bros. exec, who has been 
actively menaging the 
affairs of the hospital for years. 


Smaill-EL 
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Small and Young are also each 
slated to put up coin to complete 
the deal. 

it is believed now that Semen- 
enko’s aim will be to convince the 
producer that a financing fund as 
large as he is demanding is not 
really necessary, that continuity of 
production can be adequately as- 
sured with a considerably lesser 
amount. Whether Small will ae- 
cede to this suggestion is a ques- 
tion, since he is a favorable bar- 
gaining position. He figures EL 
needs him more than he needs it. 


In the meantime, the EL studio. 
which has been shuttered since 
about last November, has been re- 
lighted and employes called back 
to work in anticipation of the start 
of lensing of two films. They are 
Bryan Foy productions. First is 
“Trapped.” which starts next Mon- 
day (20) and the second “Port of 
New York.” which goes before the 
cameras June 27. 

This in no way indicates a solu- 
tion to the lack of production 
financing which has kept EL from 
operation for more. than six 
months. Coin for the two pictures 
has been loaned specifically for 
their production under an arrange- 
ment with Semenenko. Further 
limited amounts possibly will be 
Similarly loaned, but EL’s major 
problem is to set up a fund for 
continued and planned operation. 


financial | 


|; Same amount since it 


the | 
financing plans in| 
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Korda, two years ago, sold a large 
block of features to television. 
Rank is currently shopping 
around for American tele bids via 
United World Films, subsid of Uni- 
versal which handles both televj- 
sion and 16m rights to the Brit- 
isher’s product. It is estimated 


that Rank has on his shelves a 
block of 70-80 features which not 
only have never seen the projee- 
tion light in this country but prob- 
ably never will. It is on these 
pix that UWF is now asking fo, 
video bids. 

Features have accumulated since 
1945 when Rank first went into 
big-scale production. The block 
is being offered as a package to 
networks and sponsors. Ii is ques 
tioned whether the British film 
magnate can get a price which 
would warrant their tele release. 
However, that point is the ontv 
obstacle in the way of the tele- 
casting of this flock of British 
features. 

In deference to possible exhib 


squawks, no offer is being made to 
tele on British films which have 
played in the U.S. In this way. 
Rank’s approach differs from that 
of Korda, who sold oldies after 
they had completely played off in 
Yank theatres. Rank believes he 
is on solid ground—that no real 
exhib griping can follow—since the 
pix never were circulated theatri- 
cally here. 
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first block is five and it is likely 
that future blocks will be in the 
permits a 
mathematically even 206% cancella- 
tion of one film. 

Par’s action, fixed by sales vee- 
pee Alfred W. Schwalberg, is taken 
under Section II of the company’s 
consent decree. While that proviso 
bars conditioning of one feature 
on another, it then says further: 
“To the extent that any of the fea- 
tures have not been tradeshown 
prior to the granting of the license 
for more than a single feature, the 


licensee shall be given by the 
licensor the right to reject 20% 
of such features not tradeshown 


prior to the granting of the license, 
such right of rejection to be ex- 
ercised in the order of release 
within 10 days after there has been 




















an opportunity afforded to the 

licensee to inspect the feature.” 
Sears Nixes 

em, oonlinued from page 5 | 


because of their unwillingness to 
find playing time for UA pix. Sears 
and Arthur W. Kelly, exec v.p.. 
have gone to London a number of 
times in efforts to find a solution, 
most recently a month ago. 

With the terms Rank offered in- 
sufficient in any case, Sears figured 
it would be better to retain the 
good will of the minor circuits 
which have been booking the com- 
pany’s pix. In some cases these 
have provided up to 80%. of the 
income that would have’ been 
available from Rank. 

Kelly, who followed his trip to 
England with visits to Paris and 
Rome, returned to New York over 
the weekend. 





Pix Taxes 
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However, since the new taxes went 
into effect April 1, there has been 
a 20° attendance drop in theatres 
showing foreign pictures, and a 
10°¢ decline in theatres featuring 
native product. 

Denmark reports film houses de- 


livering about 85° of its enter 
tainment tax money. However, rev- 
enue has fallen off from the pre- 
ceding year. 

At the beginning of this vear 


Syrian exhibitors shut down 
theatres to protest new film 
taxes. Theatres reopened atier a 
week when the government conm- 
promised the increases. 


irate 
their 





RKO’s 60c Divvy 


RKO maintained its annual divi- 
dend rate of 60c¢ on its common 
stock last week when the directors 
declared 15¢c. quarterly divvy. 

Dividend will be paid July | te 
stockholders on reeord at close oi 


_ business June 17. 
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S NATIONAL FILM AWARD 1949 














x * * THE TRIPLE CROWN 


Goes to the “Team” of Herbert Wilcox’s 


“SPRING IN PARK LANE” 


* BEST BRITISH ACTRESS... ANNA NEAGLE / 











* BEST BRITISH ACTOR... MICHAEL WILDING 


* BEST BRITISH FILM... ... HERBERT WILCOX’S 


“SPRING IN PARK LANE” 


FOR U. S. RELEASE SOON! 
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+++ vauder will now present new bills | — —— 


Clips from 


944444444444 654 4444444444 
‘Lion drawing this week. 


NEW YORK 


Paramount's annual Canadian 
sales convention gets under way to- 
dav (Wed.) with a sizeable covey 
of homeoffice execs on hand for 
the Toronto three-day meet. New 
York delegation is headed by 
board chairman Adolph Zukor and 
distribution veepee Alfred W. 
Schwalberg. Others attending are 
E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, ass’t sales 
head: Max Youngstein, ad-pub top- 
per, and Oscar Morgan, short sub- 
ject sales chief. Gordon Light- 
stone, Dominion general manager, 
is presiding 

Max and Joe Berenson, operat- 
ing the newly-formed Chicago Car- 
bon Co., named as sales reps in 
Chi for Carbons, Ine. which Ed- 
ward Lachman, prez of New Jersey 
Allied, heads. 

Warner theatre v.p. W. Stewart 
McDonald and shorts sales mana- 
ger Norman Moray planed Coast- 
wards over the weekend for studio 
huddles. 

Seymour Florin, 20th-Fox’s New 
York exchange manager, is ankling 
his post July 15. Florin is setting 
up a buying-booking office in asso- 
ciation with Samuel Leggett. Sam 
Diamond, former Philly branch 
manager, has been named to suc- 
ceed 

George Campbell, operator of the 
Colony, indie Detroit house, came 
up with a cuffo two-week trip to 
Hollywood or New York in an Eagle 


Sealed Bid Sale 


Government Surpius Property 


Onen to Generar Public 
No Priority Needed 


Approximately 


96.2 ACRES OF LAND 


27 BUILDINGS AND 
UTILITIES 


(FOR ON-SITE USE) 


Located At 


FORT TRAVIS, 
Galveston, Texas — 


This offering comprises a parcel 
of land, 96.2 acres, more or less, 
approximately 27 buildings with 
their preseatly contained fixtures, 
and all utilities located thereon, 
known as the Cantonment Area of 
Fort Travis. This facility, which is 
a@ portion of what is known as the 
“Galveston Harbor Defenses,” is 
situated aiong the Texas Gulf 
Coast on the Eastern part of Gal- 
veston Island. and the Southern 
part of Bolivar Peninsula, near the 
City of Galveston, Texas. 


HOW—WHEN—AND WHERE TO BUY 


Bids are invited tor purchase and use 
on-site of buildings and utilities and 
iand iocated at the above site, on an 
“as is, where is’ basis, and briefly de 
acribed above. 

All bids mus. be submitted on Bid Form 
RHO-PN1.43. This bid form describes 
ihe property. states the terms and con- 
ditions of sale ana provides instruc- 
tions on how to bid 

This advertisement is not a basis itor 
negotiation and War Assets Adminis- 
ration reserves the right to consider 
all bidg in the iight of the applicable 
objecti ot the Surplus Property Act 
and to reject any or all proposals. 


The sale number and bid opening date 
must be plainly marked in the lower 
left-hand corner of the envelope, as fol. 
tows: Bid or Sale RHO-PNI-43; Open- 
ing Date lune 27, 1949. Bids received 
which are not so identified will not be 
considered, but will be returned to the 
bidder. 

Any transfer of titles will be subject to 
the provisions of Executive Order 9908 
relative to fissionable materials. 

items currenily being purchased by the 
Federal Government for national de- 
fense are subject to withdrawal, trans- 
fer or purchase with priority up to time 
of a commitment tor sale. 

Sealed bids will be received at War 
Assets Administration Office of Real 
Property Disposal. N.A.A. Plant ‘A,’ 
Grand Prairie [Texas unti] 11:00 A.M. 
CST, june 27. 1949. at which place and 
time they will pe oublicly opened and 
read. Inspection of the property may 
be arranged with the Office named be- 
low, or the Resident Manager on the 
Site. 

If you desire to bid on this Offering 
write the Office named below for a 
copy of Invitation to Bid and Bid Forms 
and for further information. 


* LP tee 
WAR ASSETS ADMINISTRATION © {ff 

















GRAND PRAIRIE REGIONAL OFFICE 
NON-INDUSTRIAL DIVISION 


twice weekly. 


| The Bandbox, Germantown 
OW (house of William Goldman chain, 
dropped matinee prices from 45c 


to 35c. 

Perry Lessy, former manager of | 
Junket Lincoln drive-in, will manage | 
: |newly refurbished Frolic (W.| 


was the prize in EL’s current sales aan. ag 
xed Dnata oe Welian § Philly), which Bob Abel and Art 
drive. Circuit ops Si Fabian, Ted | Silver reopen June 15. 


Gamble and Sam Rinzler pulled the | Mi “ah : 
‘ ike Weiss, former 20th-Fox 
numbers from a hat. | flack who lately was on the road | 


ieicsalimigtasadecdl |for “Red Shoes,’ joined local 
MINNEAPOLIS 








| | 
| Eagle Lion exchange staff as sales- | 























Picture Grosses 








Heat Bops Prov. Albeit 
‘Champion’ Hot $21,000; 
‘Promise’- Judge’ 1236 


Providence, June 14. 


State is looking up currently 


, eis ig wo, pire pe ms 2a with cir on ge ll —— oe 

rying to a cut-tnroa com- | & are feeling ow. ot weekenc 
ciety oe a Rig Rm _ ‘ ; ‘~ weather sent motorists out of town 

caused two competing ; ~ | and that is cutting in. 

lying theatres to pay as high as| Hold Hot Pix . Estimates for This Week 

te Reg Me 4 "anne . ped Continued from page — Albee al gg eer 
( e tor . ‘ “Green romise” | DO) anc 
levard and Richfield are the two} speed with which releases have “jJydge Steps Out” (RKO). Good 


house. They recently got the) heen chewed up recently. Less biz 
earliest availability, 28 days. at the b.o. means shorter and 


With North Central Allied con-| fewer holdovers, with the result 


vention won over to new 20th-Fox kita s age 

ms < : that a larger number of pix are re- 

pond oe el go ge quired. Holdback of releases just 

meeting Prexy Bennie Berger of complicates an already difficult 
3 " situation. 


Allied, who was antagonistic to the . 7 
new plan before the two sales ex-| _ Experience generally is that the 
ecutives’ visit, now is asking the| first hot spell throws grosses off, 
area’s independent exhibs to give | since potential patrons rush for the | 
it a fair trial. If Lichtman andj outdoors. Business then gradually 
Smith mean what they say, “we/| picks up until about Aug. 10, when 
should string along with them,” he | the fresh-air-and-sunshine urge has 
is telling his constituents. apparently completely wilted and 
Charlie Green, one-time vaude-| the b.o. solidifies. This year there 
villian and radio performer, named | was an abnormally early hot spell 
manager of East Lake, nabe house. | and almost a complete lack of rain, 
Ted Bolnick, Bennie Berger Cir-| which undoubtedly is one of the 
cuit general manager, bought Peo- | causes for the weak biz. 
ple’s theatre, Superior, Wisc., from| While the distribs realize that 
Harvey Buchanan and associates. exhibs must have product, tend- 


eer eat kat Canale ae ency of each is to take the attitude 
ad of ‘‘Let. George supply it.’’ No one 


conventional and drive-in stands. | - : 
| wants to risk losing hundreds of | 


~ | thousands of dollars by opening his | 
PITTSBURGH 


| picture soft when a few weeks 
Vince Aldert, manager of Loew's | ™ight make much difference. 
Ritz, resigned to join Meyer Fein’s 


Even United Artists’ “Home of 
indie circuit in Ohio. He'll pilot| the Brave,” one of the hottest en- 
chain’s newest house, the Avon-| tries of recent weeks, is getting 
Lake at Avon-on-the-Lake. O. Rob-| the slowdown treatment. George J. | 


ert Sokol, assistant at Loew’s Penn,! Schaefer, sales rep for Screen 
moves into Aldert’s old spot. | Plays Corp., the producer, has is- | 

Floyd E. McClellan, Jr., son of | sued the word to UA to lay off fur- | 
the late president of Ideal Amus. | ther bookings for a while. Film has | 
Co. of Johnstown, and Cuba Walk-| opened in six cities and has regis- 


er, executive of corporation, han- | ‘ : . 
| dling the circuit since death z| tered good to big grosses, but 


elder McClellan on April 14. Young | Schaefer's feeling is that under 


McClellan formerly managed one | better general conditions it could 

of the theatres. | have galloped home with even 
Andrew F. Battiston, veteran ex-| ™ore bacon. 

hib who is credited with launching | 

drive-ins in this territory, has with-| “Brave’’ beyond the present group, 

_drawn from outer field. which includes New York, San 


George Long, manager of Strand,| Francisco, Boston, New Haven, 
Kreag, Fabian city manager, is tak- 
| George Katsilas. Malanos, however, | 


Altoona, for Fabian circuit, re-| Chicago and Los Angeles. 
signed and left for Cleveland to 

: ’ 

| ing over as manager. 

| Nick Malanos transferred Fred- | WB S Plans 

will continue to operate the Urban | the final split of distrib-exhib op- 
_in East McKeesport. erations for at least a couple of 

















join Associated Theatres. Ward B. 
/erick theatre in East Pittsburgh to | -™ Continued from page 7 








| 


land drive-in, acquired Sagamore,| for which the company is now. 
|Pa., theatre from A. L. Hodgson, | gearing. 
; who had closed house March 1 on| Jack Warner accented to the. 
| account of illness. | sales meet that WB was readying | 


| (20th) and 


|—*‘Edward, My Son” 


UA is accepting no dates for} 


William P. McMahon, of Wood-| more years or beyond the period (RKO) 


$12,500. Last week, “Outpost in 
Morocco” (UA) and “Sky Dragon 
(Mono), $12,000 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400: 44-65)—‘‘Red 
River” (UA) and “Curley” (UA). 
Just so-so $5.000. Last week, ‘Till 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G) and “Tar- 
zan’s N. Y. Adventure” (M-G) (re- 
issues), fair $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) : 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) and ‘‘Homi- 
cide” (WB). Fairly good $10,000. 
Last week, “Blonde Bashful Bend” 
“Tucson” (20th), nice 
$15,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"“Ride "Em Cowboy” (U) and 
“Keep ’'Em Flying” (reissues). Mild 
$4,800. Last week, “Adventure’s 
End” (Indie) and “Conflict °” (In- 
die) (reissues), $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Champion” (UA) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Diary” (M-G). Big $21,- 
000. Last week, “Barkleys of 
Broadway” (M-G) (2d wk), snappy 
$16,000. ~ 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Streets of Laredo” (Par) and 
“Secret of St. Ives’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Second week began Monday (13). 
First week was good $12,500. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 10) 





i‘‘Woman’s Secret” (RKO), okay 
$8,900. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) 


(M-G) and 
“Leave It to Henry” (Mono). Mild 
$8,500 Last week, 
| St.” (20th) and ‘Main St. Kid” 
(Rep), dim $5,700. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
50-84)—‘‘ Barkleys Broadway” 
(M-G) and ‘‘Mutineers’” (Col) (3d 
wk). Good $7,000. Last week, 
| great $12,000. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84)— 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) and ‘Miss 
Rhythm” (Mono). Floppola at 
$3,500. Last week, “Were 
Strangers” (Col) and ‘“‘Make Be- 
{lieve Ballroom” (Col) (2d wk), blah 
$3,800. 
| Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Champion” (UA) and ‘Rustlers” 
Nice $10,000. Last week, 


| 
| 


| 


(2.200: 44-65)— | 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 10) 
(2,100; 1,370; 60-$1)—‘Illegal En- 
try” (U) and “Alimony” (EL). Me- 
dium $16,000 here, with dim $31.- 
000 in 5 day-daters. Last week 
“One False Step” (U) (8 days), 
slight $10,700 and $18,500 total. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (24th 
wk). About $5,000. Last week, oke 
$4,500. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890: 85) — 
“Quartet” (EL) (3d wk). Sturdy 
$7,000. Last week, fine $8,000. 


MPAA Board 


as continued from page 5 = 








both events. Participation was re- 
commended to the board by the 
companies’ managers in London. 

Upping of McCarthy to v.p. of 
the MPAA comes after 2!2 years’ 
association with the outfit. He 
joined the staff Jan. 1, 1947, as 
associate managing director of the 
international division. With trans- 
fer of Gerald Mayer to Continental 
manager last November, McCarthy 
was upped to the top spot. He’s 
40 years old, served during the 
war as a lieutenant commander in 
the executive office of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy and is a graduate 
of the Harvard School of Business 
Administration and Harvard Law 
School. 

Schreiber New MPEA Sec 

Sidney Schreiber, general coun- 
sel for the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn., and secretary 
of the MPAA, was elected secre- 


itary of the MPEA at the annual 


| York Monday (13). 


“Forbidden | 


“Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Homi- | 


cide” (WB) (2d wk), good $7,400. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) | 


—‘File 449” (FC) and ‘‘Daughter 
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CHICAGO 


Max Roth, former district man- 


| ager for Film Classics, and Charles 
|Landau bought controlling inter-| and the number of deals made 


| 


| 
| 


' salesman for last 11 years, quit to | 


est in Henri Elman Enterprises, 
distributors of reissues. Lindau 
was associated with Elman prior 
to his death a month ago. Mrs. 
Elman will retain an interest in 
firm. 
Gordon 


Wilcox, Paramount 


| sell autos. 


| force, 


| elected 


Mack, Filmack Trailers, 
chairman of amusement 
division of Jewish Charities drive. 
Bill Dorsey, of Paramount sales 
replaces Harry Schlar as 
Chi office manager, with latter 


Irving 


_ taking over Milwaukee branch job. 


| an impressive roster of pix from a 
qualitative viewpoint. He _ but- 
tressed the claim with a roundup 

| of the new name players pacted 
by the Burbank lot in the last year 


|with indie producers including 


Cagney Productions, Bryan Foy/g days. 


| Productions, Norma Productions, 
| Roberts Productions (John Gar- 
field) 
(Alfred 
' stein. 
| Ben Kalmenson, vice-prexy over 
| sales, told the assemblage of 150 
' foreign and domestic division and 
| branch managers that Warners will 


Hitchcock-Sidney  Bern- 


| launch a 52-week sales drive be- | 


ginning Aug. 28. 
| divided 


! Drive will be 
into three periods with 
'cash prizes awarded winners in 














and Transatlantic Pictures | 


|of West” (FC) (2d runs) and vaude. 
| Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Force ot 
| Evil” (M-G) and “Boy With Green 
Hair” (RKO) plus vaude, $4,400. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
“Lady Gambles” (U) and ‘Lovable 
| Cheat” ‘FC). Very slow $7,000 in 
Last week, ‘Streets of 
'Laredo” (Par) and “Law Barbary 
| Coast” (Col) (2d wk), fairish $5,400. 


DENVER | 


| (Continued from page 11) 











' $19,000. Holds. Last week, “Big 
Jack” (M-G) and “Caught” (M-G), 
$11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) -(2,200; 35-74) 


| —‘‘Walking Hills” (Col) and “Song 
of India” (Col), day-date with Web- 
| ber. Thin $7,500. Last week, “Girl 


| 


| Howard | DeCampble, recently each period and a grand prize for | Manhattan” (JA) and “Last Wild 
= switched to Para- the winner of Flic Mysrosnry a ee a.” 35-74) 
| : | Mort Blumenstock, ad-publicity “Walking Hills” (Col) and “Song of | 
chief, outlined — merchandising | tndia” (Col), also Paramount. Fair 
KANSAS CITY l plans for current product. | $2,500. Last week, “Red Pony” 
Proposed aew 20th-Fox sales (Rep) and “Last Bandit” (Rep), 
policy found few takers at second || same. 


‘and film 


annual spring convention of Allied 
Independent Exhibitors of Kansas- 
Missouri here last week. Indiffer- 
ent audience greeted unveiling of 
plan. 
stand of national board in adopt- 
ing standback-and-wait attitude on 
proposal. 


Orpheum closes for summer this |. 


week ending RKO’s film exhibi- 
tion in house. RKO is readying 
the Missouri, formerly the Main- 
street, for firstrun pix and vaude. 
Expects to have house ready late 
in July. 

Mrs. E. M. Block, Sabetha, Kans., 
exhibitor, severely injured in auto 
accident six months ago, is slowly 
recovering. 


PHILADELPHIA 


The Carman has changed to a 
split-week policy for both stage 
shows. Big uptown 


Convention reaffirmed the | 


| Bernhard’s Pards 


Continued 








from 





tribution only. Chemical Bank & 
Trust Co., of New York, which has 
a stake in the company in the form 
of loans, will back the bigger films. 

Extension of stock interest to ex- 
hibs will give the latter a hedge 
against the majors on terms of pix. 
Circuit ops are interested, it is 
said, because they fear that thea- 
tre divorcement will preface de- 
mands for bigger rentals. As for 
the release of A’s by FC, Bernhard 
wants them as leaders to help 
sell his lesser product. 

Cinecolor originally took over 
FC as a result of a deal whereby 
Bernhard surrendered some of his 
FC stock in return for that of Cine. 
The split involves a re-transfer ot} 
the shares plus other provisions. 


page 3 aan! | 





WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 11) 
—‘‘Quartet” (EL) (6th wk). Steady 


$4,500 for second successive week. | 


Holds again. 


Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)—! 
“Undercover Man” ‘Col). Slug- | 
gish $11,000. Last week, “Night 


Unto Night” (WB), below estimate 


at $11,000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 
“Tulsa” (EL). Firm $8,500, but 


not quite up to usual house stand- 
ard for preem. Last week, ‘Por- 
trait of Jennie’ (SRO) (7th wk), 


$4,000. 


i 





Weidman’s Ist Fic Script 
Hollywood, June 14. 
Jerome Weidman’s in from N, Y. 
for his first film scripting stint, on 


meeting of the Association in New 
Schreiber re- 
placed Gordon E. Youngman, RKO 
counsel, who resigned because he 
had been transferred from _ the 
RKO homeoffice to the studio 


Otherwise, the directors re- 
elected all incumbent officers. 
They are Eric Johnston, prez; Irv- 
ing A. Maas, v.p. and_ general 
manager; John G. McCarthy, 
head of the international depart- 
ment of the MPAA, v.p.; Fred Du 
Vall, treasurer of the MPAA, 
treasurer; Herbert J. Erlanger, as- 
sistant secretary-treasurer, and 
Frank J. Alford, assistant treas- 
urer. 


OPPORTUNITY 


for adventure loving photographer 
with motion picture or television ex- 
perience to accompany us on our 
beautiful 76’ Alden schooner on yeur's 
cruise St. Lawrence, East Coast. West 
Indies, South America, ete. Leaving 
July. Share expense basis, but good 
companionship more important than 
financial contribution, Schooner Con- 
stellation, Box 623, Grand Kapids |}, 
Michigan. 
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from Coast to Coast Service for 


ADM Raas DRIVE-IN THEATRES 
SPORTSERVICE, Inc. scons BROS. 
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BETTY GRABLE 


“THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
From BASHFUL BEND” 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 


ON ICE STAGE—Excerpts from ‘Mile. Modiste’ 
starring ARNOLD SHODA - JEAN ARLEN 


ON WONDER STAGE— BERRY  8ROS. 
VIOLA LAYNE - 


ROX 


GASTON PALMER 


7th Ave. & 


50th St. 
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Spencer Tracy ® Deborah Kerr 


{“EDWARD, MY SON” 


lan Hunter Leueen MacGrath - James 
Donald - Mervyn Johns - Harriette Johns 
y A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


“The Victim,” WB-Joan Crawford ][ SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 


starrer. 
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NBC SURVEY TO SHAKE UP SCENE 


~ Getting Inte Godfrey's Hairdo 


CBS found itself in the middle of an awkward dilemma involving 
two of its prize personalities—Arthur Godfrey and Bing Crosby— 
in resolving who would get priority on morning time in the web’s 
key New York market. Crosby appears to have won in the show- 
down, but not until it brought home intra-family (William S.. Paley 
ys. John Hay (Jock) Whitney) action into play. 

When Godfrey negotiated his deal to do an extra quarter-hour 
morning network show for Spray-a-Wave, the California hairdo 
outfit in return for a large chunk of the company stock, it was with 
the understanding that he would get the 10:15-10:30 morning slot, 
immediately preceding his full hour coast-to-coast programming. 

What apparently had been overlooked, however, was the fact that 
Crosby’s morning disk show for Vacuum Foods (under a similar 
deal that makes him a company stockholder) had been allocated 
to the 10:15 period on WCBS, the all-important Gotham outlet. It 
was a case of splitting Godfrey in New York, with a transcribed 
pickup of his Spray-a-Wave broadcast for afternoon showcasing in 
New York, or yanking Crosby out of the morning time. 

Latter course hit a decisive snag, however, when Whitney, Paley’s 
brother-in-law and an important factor in Vacuum Foods’ destinies, 
reportedly stepped in and nixed the Crosby ouster. 

That’s why Godfrey’s 15-minute stanza is divorced from his 60- 
minute morning show as far as New York audiences are concerned. 

Oddity, too, is the fact that Crosby becomes a nighttime CBS 
luminary in the fall under Chesterfield sponsorship. That’s the same 
pankroller for Godfrey in the morning. 


Fate of Top-Salaried Personnel In 
Overstaffed Agencies Beclouded 


Hollywood, June 14. + 
With more and more Coast-orig- 
Inating program cancellations com- Hold OF on That 
ing through and bigtime agency i 
production being whittled down al- AM Obit 
most weekly, the big question here 
centers around the ultimate fate of says 


top-salaried personnel in over- 
- staffed agencies. This particularly Mark Woods 
x * 











applies to the $750-$1,000 a week 
producers who, by virtue of the 
flock of cancellations, are being 
rendered show-less at the end of 
the season. 


An Editorial Feature 
in the 4th Annual 


The trade points to such notable ’ Radio-TV 
examples, among others, as Tony|| Review & Preview Number 
Stanford (Young & Rubicam), now of 


that Ed Gardner’s ‘“‘Duffy’s Tavern” 
has been cancelled; Ted_ Bliss ARIETY 
Out Next Month 





(Young & Rubicam), in the wake 
of the Ozzie & Harriet bowout 
from International Silver; Joe 
Rines (Sherman & Marquette), pro- 


ne ved on the Judy Canova show, | ¢ = 9 
which Colgate is dropping; Glenhall | M t 
Taylor (N. W. Ayer), producer of the ee ing, 











exiting Dorothy Lamour Sealtest 
program being lopped off by Gen- In Stalemate 
eral Foods; and Cal Kuhl (J. Walter 
Thompson), who produced the Al 
Jolson “Kraft Music Hall” getting 

axed. 

nighttime radio productions over | ing of the Air” and the ABC net- 
the years. Rines is currently in| 
New York exploring video hori-— 
zons. Indications are that many tions for a new contract and the 
will be TV-bound next season. fate of “Town Meeting’s” continu- 


stanza; Sam Fuller (Young & Rubi- 
On New Pact 
All are toprated men who have 
ance on ABC hangs in the balance. 
Sponsors Renew 





cam), producer of the Jack Carson 
figured prominently in major George V. Denny’s “Town Meet- 
Program is currently being sold 


|} on a co-op basis. 
Hour-long forum program, which 


( also gets a simultaneous telecast in 
- a es 100% ‘the key video areas, has been iden- | 
tified with ABC and its predeces- | 

Enviable record of CBS riding sor, the onetime Blue segment of | 


apron =s “pce renewal on all NBC, since 1935, easily rating in 
the 49-50 pat er aoe prestige and stature as the No. 1 
this week, The network sales boys Program of its kind. As evidence of 
Saas General Foods okay on the its regard, every station but one 
band” steer My Favorite Hus- on the entire ABC network car- 

Joining in th . ries it. 
prise on (batt oenataes i The Town Hall contract with 
‘ipton Tea (“Godfres's Talent ABC expires next January. The 
Scouts”): Pepsodent ou Friend network has notified Denny that it 
Irma”): Colgate (“Our " atigs wants to continue the program, but 
rooks”); Auto-Lite (“Sus senne’’): without the guarantee, which re- 
iles Labs (“Hillto House’): Toni portedly amounts to about $3,000 
“Give and Take”) and Ravve a week. At that figure, ABC argues 
(“Winner Take All”). Toni order that it is losing approximately $1,- 
On renewal of “Crime Photog- | 200 a week on the deal and wants 
“ . Denny to come in on a “share and 


Tapher” is still ; 
pending, but CBS erg tem 
Says another client has the option Share alike wegen 


en the program if Toni fails to At the moment both Town Hall 
come through, and ABC are engaged in some 
‘ | shadow-boxing, the web pede 
in’ Denny that he’s at liberty to soun 
Curtain Renewed out other webs. But the feeling 
Chicago, June 14. 
has renewed ‘“Cur- 


prevails that in a showdown ABC 
tai will fight to retain its No. 1 pres- 
nn Time” for 52 wee NBC. tige builder. 
qurting July 6. Gubariatastad With “Town Meeting” embark- 
re Show will continue in the ing on a global tour early in July, 
full way, 9:30 p.m. slot on the ABC has given Denny assurance 
—— ‘that nothing will be done until the 
handiew Advertising agency, Chi, fall. Negotiations will be resumed 
- \late in September. 








work are stalemated on negotia-. 


A 
+. 





NEW DEAL LIKELY White's Appraisal, ‘Reforms’ to Be Ist 
FOR INOUSTRY On MBS White Sulphur Springs Meet 


The desk-to-desk study of the 
;entire NBC organizational struc- 
ture currently being made by the 
firm of Booz, Allen & Hamilton, 
is expected not only to bring about 
|a wholesale realignment within 
the network, but may establish 
fresh patterns for the entire in- 
| dustry to follow. 

| The trade, particularly t*®.at seg- 
ment of it which has a stake in 
| television’s inroads on radio, will 
ibe watching closely for the NBC 
repercussions stemming from the 
B, A & H analysis of Operations 
NBC, for it may chart new courses 
in the AM vs. TV administrative 
picture. 

Those close to the administra- 
| tive surveyors see the likelihood 
of two major alternatives as the 
outgrowth of the exhaustive an- 
alysis, which will be concluded 
within the next six weeks. On the 
one hand, there is the very definite 
possibility that a formula for the 
future will be pitched up to Niles 
Trammell & Co., detailing ways 
and means of expanding the web’s 
radio and 
but not necessarily as competing 
media. 

Thus, NBC would be hewing to 
the patterns establisheA in the 
automotive industry by 
Motors, for example, eliminating 
to the greatest degree possible the 
element of competition resulting 
from a parent company involved 
in the sale of more than one make 


car. This, of course, would in-, 


volve new sales approaches, a re- 
vamp in administrative thinking 


and structural changes within the | 


organization. 
AM-TV ‘Divorce’? 


On the other hand, it’s consid- 
ered likely that By A & H may 
come up with a proposal for a 
complete divorcement of televi- 
sion from radio, with a National 
| Television Co. as a complete RCA 
| subsidiary entity detached from 
|the National Broadcasting Co. 


The final study and recommen- | 


dations will be submitted to web 
president Trammell and exec vee- 
| Pee Charles R. Denny, 
| others, for further analysis, with 
| likelihood that the RCA hierarchy 
'/may be called to sit in judgment. 
| Pending its completion, every- 
thing is in an “‘iffy’”’ status. Rumors 
,have been rampant the past few 
| weeks regarding the fate of NBC 
execs and these have run the 
| gamut from top echelon to page 
boy. But it’s a certainty that un- 
‘til the sealed findings are deliv- 


ered and sifted, the status quo will | 


prevail. 





Radio’s Private Eyes 
‘Confusing to Public’ 
Sez Secret Service Prez 


San Antonio, June 14. 

Number of radio programs glam- 
orizing the life of private detec- 
tives give anything but a true pic- 
ture of the work of a member of 
that profession, was the statement 
made by the prez of the Interna- 
tional Secret Service Association, 
Inc., which closed its annual meet- 
ing here last week. 

Although the programs and the 
stories don’t do the group any par- 
ticular harm, they rather “confuse 
the public.” It was pointed out 
that clients come to them with 
problems after hearing a detective 
story on the air. 


, 
Eversharp’s Plans . 

Eversharp, currently dividing its 
sponsorship coin for a _ two-net- 
work Sunday night ride on “Take 
It Or Leave It’ (NBC), and a 15- 
minute pickup of hour-long “Stop 
the Music” giveaway (ABC), is 
planning to cancel out of the 
latter. 

“Take It” bankrolling is ex- 
pected to continue next season, 
but whether it stays on NBC or 
moves to Sunday night on CBS 
along with Horace Heidt’s show 
remains undetermined. 
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Ed Kobak 
Knocks with 25 Points 
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Fineshriber 


To Mutual As 


television operations, | 


Program Y. P. 
| William H. Fineshriber is resign- 
ing from the CBS program dept. to 
join Mutual president Frank White 
(ex-CBS) as his programming vee- 


> ‘ineshriber, it’s reported, has | . . 
pas. Fineenenes, ty 8 ep |}and while it’s conceded that Mu- 


inked a two-year contract at $35,- 
000 a year. He moves July 15. 
Move represents White’s initial 
appointment since he stepped in as 
Mutual prez a couple months back. 
| Fineshriber takes over the program 
helm vacated several months ago 
when Phil Carlin stepped out. 
Fineshriber has been associated 
with Paley & Co. for about 15 
years, being one of Columbia's “old 
guard” on the programming side. 
CBS’ execs, incidentally, say 
“‘t’aint so” regarding published 
rumors that web programming 
|chief Hubbel! Robinson, Jr., has 
been given three months in which 
to find a new job. Rumor had been 


| weeks. 


* The Mutual board of directors 


will meet at White Sulphur Springs 
the weekend of June 24-25, and 
chief interest centers on the initial 
White Paper on Operations Mutual 
to be submitted by Frank White, 
the network’s new president. 

White has been spending the 
first two months integrating him- 
self into the operation and his 
“this-is-what-I-found” network ap- 
praisal and series of recommenda- 
tions occupies No. 1 attention on 
the directorate agenda. 

Having already set his new pro- 
gram chief (William H. Fineshri- 
ber), whether or not he’s ready to 





} 





project a No. 2 man (though not 
necessarily a general manager) is 
cuing lots of speculation. 

White’s attitude and thinking on 
the sales leadership at the web 
(seen by some as the crux of a 
dilemma which reportedly finds 
Mutual’s billings about 25°% under 
last year) will probably also get 
a thorough kicking around. 

Attitude of some of the stock- 


neidecs who, it’s reported, may put 


ithe heat on the New York-Holly- 
wood groups who have. been 
blamed for unrest among the di- 
rectorate; and how to stave off 


|raiding of Mutual stations (a situ- 
|ation that’s only cropped up in the 


past year or so), will also share 
the spotlight at the White Sulphur 
Springs meet. 

Television is also on the agenda 


tual has the nucleus of a top opera- 
tion (embracing WOR, WGN, 
Yankee and Don Lee), it’s report- 
ed that some of the directors favor 
a “let’s see what we do with AM 
before going into TV” policy. 


Camel Smokes Out 
Better Segments 


CBS put in a bid to the William 











Esty agency, which handles the 


circulating in the trade for several Camel cigaret account, seeking to 
| effect 
There have been reports, too, of Guild Players” from NBC to Friday 
'an impending economy wave at night on Columbia. 


a switchover of “Screen 


Network was 


CBS, and the return of prexy Frank | thus hopeful of filling at least half 
|Stanton this week from his Euro-/|the gap created by the pullout uf 
| pean jaunt is expected to establish “Ford Theatre.” 


| whether the reports have any cre- | 


| dence. 


ECONOMY DRIVES ABC 
OFF AIR EARLIE 


Hoilywood, June 14. 

| ABC yesterday (13) started shut- 
ing down its western division net- 
| work at il p.m. nightly. Move is 
' being made in conjunction with 
web’s economy drive during which 
ABC is lopping a full 10% off the 
last semi-annual budget in person- 
nel cuts. 

ABC has just completed a sur- 
vey of its 43 Western division af- 
filiates. Results proved to net top- 
pers that web’s 11 to midnight 
sustainers were merely running 
ABC an unnecessary expense. Web 
has found that the great majority 
'of its affiliates are picking up local 
band remotes or running local disk 
jockey programs with home town 
participating sponsors. 


Mars to Move Its ‘Dr. I. Q.’ 
To NBC Friday Spot in Fall 


In tune with the wholesale 








| jockeying among sponsors for bet- | 


|ter time segments, Mars, Inc., is 
moving its “Dr. I.Q.”’ stanza out of 
the Monday night 9:30 period on 
NBC next fall and into Friday 
night at 10 

Latter niche has been occupied 
this season by “Life of Riley,” but 
now that “Riley” has been bought 
by Pabst as replacement for Eddie 
Cantor it goes into the Friday at 
9 period. 

Cities Service meanwhile is 
mulling switchover of its Friday at 


8 musical on NBC into the Monday . 


i “I.Q.” time, 


Esty, however, nixed the idea. 
Just where Screen Guild will wind 
up appears uncertain at the mo- 
ment. Agency, unhappy over the 


| Thursday at 10 slot (which Chester- 


field inherits for the new Perry 
Como program), has given up that 
|time and may move the dramatic 
airer either into Thursday night at 
9 on NBC (where it will meet the 
stiff competition of CBS’ “Sus- 
pense’) or put it into the Monday 
night 10:30 time on CBS in place 
of Bob Hawk, who would be moved 
to NBC. 

| Camel, meanwhile, has effected 
_a time change in its Friday night 
Jimmy Durante stanza on NBC. In 
place of its present 8:30 period, it 


(Continued on page 36) 


Mrs. FDR to Head Notables 
In Salute to WFDR Debut 


WFDR, FM station of the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers 
Union in New York, will be 
launched tomorrow (Thurs.) with a 
host of notables saluting the new- 
comer on a two-hour broadcast 
from Carnegie Hall at 8 p.m. 


Among those taking part in the 
ceremonies will be FCC Commis- 
sioner Frieda Hennock, Mrs, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Gen. Walter 
Bedell Smith, David Sarnoff (repre- 
senting the commercial broad- 
casters), Henry Morgenthau, Jr., 
Mayor William O’Dwyer, ex-French 
Premier Leon Blum, ILGWU prexy 
David Dubinsky, AFL prexy Wil- 
liam Green, United Auto Workers 
topper Walter Reuther and Ed 
Murrow. Edward Arnold will be 
emcee. 

The show from Carnegie Hall 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Country Divided on Whether TV Will | 


Doom Radio, Gallup Survey F inds 


By GEORGE GALLUP 
(Director, American Institute of 
Public Opinion) 


Will television ultimately doom 
radio? 

According to a recent magazine 
article by Merlin H. Aylesworth, 
who was for 10 years president of 
NBC, network radio will be wiped 
out within three years by the new 
challenger. 

The average American, however, 
doesn’t go quite that far in his 
speculation about the future of 
television 

A survey by the American Insti- 
tute of Public Opinion finds that 
one adult in four believes radio will 
become extinct as the result of 
television, while another 11% think 


«> 





that radio will be seriously affected | 


but not eliminated. 
About a third believe that the 


new medium will not harm radio. | 


Many of these think that television 
will actually stimulate and improve 
radio. 

Just in case radio broadcasters 
become too much heartened by 
these survey results, however, 
here's a fact to ponder: 

More than half the adult popula- 
tion has never seen a television 
broadcast, but those persons who 
have are almost twice as likely 
to think radio 
those who haven't seen television 
yet. 

In_ short, 


is doomed as are| 


those who base their | 


° ° P } 
opinions on actual contact with the | 


two media take a dim view of the 
future of radio. 

As of May 15, 1949, the number 
of adults who have seen a tele- 
vision broadcast was 44°% of the 
population 21 years of age or more, 
the survey indicates. 

They had viewed a telecast either 

(Continued on page 36) 


Elgin Scrams 
Holiday Shows 


Chicago, June 14. 
Elgin Watch is pulling out of 
the annual NBC two-hour holiday 
shows Thanksgiving and Christmas 
this year, in the face of poor busi- 





‘So Proudly We Hail’ 


Washington, June 14. 

The Maryland Court of Ap- 
peals’ decision reversing the 
convictions of three Baltimore 
stations was coupled with the 
recent FCC relaxation of its 
Mayflower editorial ban by the 
NAB last week as proof that 
it pays to fight. 

“The decision,” said Justin 
Miller, NAB prexy, “coming as 
it does at the end of the his- 
toric week whose beginning 
saw the modification of the 
‘Mayflower’ rule which had 
gagged the right of broadcast- 
ers to express opinions, gives 
us another graphic proof that 
we can never lose by standing 
on fundamental rights.” 

Like the FCC report, Miller 
said, the Maryland ruling “rep- 
resents a noteworthy victory 
for those of us who refuse to 
acquiesce in the nibbling proc- 
ess so frequently used by those 
who would break down the 
freedoms of the American peo- 
ple.” 








Fireworks Still 
On Tap in Balto 





| 
| 
| 





"KLZ anes Editor 
JIM BENNETT 


A former 
news 
tops with fans who like his brisk, 


and 


rates 


newspaper 
writer, 


man 


radio Bennett 


copy and news announcing. 
KLZ, Denver. 


Veine’ State Dept. 
Divorce Favored 


Washington, June 14. 
The United States Advisory Com- 
‘mission on Information was ad- 


| lively 








'vised last week that this country’s 
international shortwave operations, 
{including the Voice of America, 


| private management. 


Stations Acquittal 


Baltimore, June 14. 
Baltimore’s radio stations, carry- 


ing the legal ball by their acquittal 


| 
| 


| 
| 


ness conditions and unavailability | 


of top talent. 
Shows last year cost Elgin an 
estimated $100,000 each, of which 


$26,000 went for network time and. 
$60,000 for talent. First program to | 


get the axe was 
package, which was aimed at coax- 
ing recipients of 
into post-holiday buying of time- 
pieces. Last year’s January busi-| 
ness, however, was reportedly so 
far from expectations that the 
watch company figured 


white elephant on its hands. J. 


the Christmas | 


it has a| 


gift- certificates | courts) 


Walter Thompson agency made a} 


fight to save the plum, with no 
luck. 
Thanksgiving program was 


sloughed off too, when Elgin of- 
ficials took a good long look at 
current biz conditions, and decided 
on a radio retrenchment. Even the 
fact that the 1948 Thanksgiving 
program outdistanced the compara- 
ble CBS Wrigley-sponsored show 
in a special Hooper survey, 11.2 to 


8.5, didn’t deter Elgin from lowe - | 


ing the boom. 


Company has no plans at pres- 


ent to substitute a television show, 
and it doesn’t seem likely, since 
costs of a reasonable TV facsimile 
would match if not exceed the 
radio version. 


LOMBARDO’S 5006 ZIV 
DEAL EXTENDS TO ’52 


Guy 
Frederic W. Ziv calls for the band- 
leader to turn out his transcribed 
series through 1952, with options 
to follow, and will earn the Lom- 
bardo orch upwards of $500,000. 
New contract gives the maesiro a 
substantial increase over 
pact with Ziv. 

John Sinn, 
fion outfit, also is making 





arrange- 


v.p. of the transcrip- 


ments to package a Lombardo show | 


for television, based on the success 
of the AM platters. The 
stanza is now being aired on 273 
stations with more than 135 spon- 
sors. 


waxed | 


‘ 


last week of contempt charges for 
broadcasting crime news in 
vance of a murder trial, have 


brought out into the open the 
;moot question of how far radio 
(and press) can go in invading the 
sanctity of a court. The decision 
of the Maryland Court of Appeals, 
voiding $300 fines separately im- 
posed by the Criminal Court of 
altimore against WFBR, WITH 
and WCBM, may be carried to the 
U. S. Supreme Court. 
torney General Hall Hammond is 
studying the ruling to determine 
whether the case is appealable. 


While the majority opinion of 
the Appeals Court was an invali- 
dation of Rule 904 of the Balti- 
more Criminal Court referring to 
contempt by publication, it dis- 
couraged a constitutional test of 
the issues. Said the majority: 


“The question whether they (the 
can now deal with the 
radio stations or the press in cases 


matory, false, or designed to in- 
timidate is not before us. We 
simply hold that upon this record 
the broadcasts did not create such 
a clear and present danger as to 


meet the constitutional test.” 


The opinion, written by Judge 
William L. Henderson, said the re- 
ports broadcast over the stations, 


based on dispatches supplied by 


the United Press, 
/mentative but factual.” 
| that 


“were not argu- 
Declaring 
the Constitution, as inter- 


, preted by the Supreme Court, does 


Lombardo’s new deal with} 


his last | 


|The Committee agreed that 


ad- | 


should be removed from the De- 
partment of State and put under 
This recom- 
mendation was made unanimously 
by the Advisory Committee on In- 
ternational Broadcasting of the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters. 
Under the NAB proposal, a cor- 
poration with government support 
and “the appropriate liaison with 
government agencies on matters of 
foreign policy” weuld be formed. 
“the 
American method of broadcasting 





{ 


Heave; Weigh 


AYCO Rule Lays an Ege, Gets FCC 


Alternate Proposal 





‘FRENCH TO HEAR BOUT 


NIXED FOR U. S. AIRING 


Middleweight match of Marcel 
Cerdan and Jake LaMotta, nixed 
for AM and TV airing in the U. S., 
will be carried tonight (Wed.) by 
Radiodiffusion Francaise through 


ispecial permission of the Interna- 


'to carry the contest at 3 a.m., 
| time. 


tional Boxing Club. French inter- 
est in the bout stems from the fact 
that Cerdan is their current na- 
tional sports hero. 

The French Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, which usually signs off at mid- 
night, will keep its facilities open 
Paris 
Georges Briquet, sports di- 
rectors of the French web, planed 
to Detroit to do the blow-by-blow. 


| While in the U. S. he'll take a two- 


is just as important as the mes- | 


sage which is transmitted through 
the shortwave facilities.” 

Upon the Committee’s recom- 
mendation, a group of impartial 


| have lower ratings in Gotham than | 
throughout the country as a whole. | 


technical experts was appointed by | 


NAB prexy Justin Miller to make 
an on-the-spot survey of the do- 
mestic and foreign facilities of 
“Voice.” Chairman of the group 
is Royal V. Howard, director of the 


'NAB Engineering Department. 


State At- | 


The recommendations were made 
at an Advisory Committee meeting 
attended by John J. Gillin of WOW, 
Omaha, chairman; Earl Gammons 


‘of CBS; William Brooks of NBC; 
|A. A. Schechter of Mutual; Robert 
'Peare of General Electric; Walter | 
'Lemmon of World Wide Broadcast- | 


ing Foundation; 


2,093,000 cars 


John Steen of | 


Westinghouse; Wesley I. Drum and | 


G. E. Hughes of Associated Broad- 
counsel | 


casters; Leonard Marks, 
for World Wide; Forney Rankin of 


|'NAB; Judge Miller and Howard. 
|where the statements are inflam- | 





BENNY, PER USUAL, TO 


Jack Benny’s transcontinental 
auto jaunt will get him into New 
York in time for the final 
Allen broadeast June 26, when 
Benny guests on the program. 

Thus will remain unbroken the 
year-to-year habit of either Benny 
or Allen guesting on _ season’s 
final. 

Allen is scheduled to lay off next 


ing is greater 


day gander at broadcasting and 
telecasting facilities. Broadcast 
rights were given the French cuffo 
by International toppers James D. 
Norris and Joe Louis. 


Ratings Belie 
Summer Pull, 
Survey Shows 


Two studies made by WOR, N.Y., 








reveal (1) that summertime listen- | 
| higher than rating serv- | 
|ices indicate: and (2) that AM net- |! 


ing is far 


work advertisers fail to get their 


| money’s worth in New York City 


because 90° of shows on the webs 


In a broadside of facts on why 
bankrollers should continue ad- 
vertising during the warm months, 
WOR researchers cited a special 
Pulse survey conducted for the 
MBS outlet last month, revealing 
that 72.8% of the cars in metro- 
politan New York are equipped 
with radios. The statistical depart- 
ment also estimated that there are 
in the New York 
area, with 1,523,800 having radios 
—a figure equal to 43.5% of the 
total number of 
the area. 

In addition, Bob Hoffman, WOR 
research head, estimated that more 
than 10° of the families in New 
York City own portable radios, 
with more than 410,000 families in 
the metropolitan area having port- 
able sets. Impact of these figures 
is seen when added to the fact that 
leisure and summer colony listen- 
than year-round 


_ listening, Hoffman said. 


GUEST ON ALLEN FINALE 


Fred | 


In his study of New York Hooper 
(Continued on page 36) 





St. L.’s ‘Cousin Emmy’ Divorced 


St. Louis, June 14. 

Elmer Schaller, farmer living at 
Lenzburg, Ill., near here, last week 
won an uncontested divorce from 
his wife, who has been the ‘Cousin 
Emmy” of KMOX’s early a.m. hill- 
billy program. Couple was married 
April, 1945, and separated March, 








not support application of Rule season, then moves into the AM- 1948. 

904 in the present case, Judge Ty picture under his new NBC Mrs. Schaller has been a radio | 
(Continued on page 36) “exclusive.” entertainer for seven years. 
Nielsen's Newest Top 20 

—Current Rating— 

Current Previous (000) wr) Change 
Rank Rank Program Homes Points 
1 1 Lux Radio Theatre. . 10,604 27.0 —1.9 
2 3 My Friend Irma er 7,855 20.0 —0.3 
3 2 Godfrey’s Talent Scouts................ 7,384 18.8 —4.5 
4 6 Walter Winchell 6,952 Lia —1.5 
5 5 Ce OIE Gas Kae ak DSRNA SOR EA 6.795 173 —2.6 
6 27 People Are F j 6,323 16.1 + 1.9 
7 4 i. 8. BO See errr 6.245 15.9 —4.2 
8 14 en Rg i 9,773 14.7 —2.1 
9 8 ee err eT eee 5,459 13.9 —4.] 
10 36 RUE PE. kines seed bieetbaaaee'es 5,381 13.7 +0.9 
11 30 Ur BESS BrOGKS...... cians iaevteteasraas 5,341 13.6 +0.1 
12 34 Stop the Music (4th gtr.)............ 5,145 ee +0.3 
13 9 Crime Photographer .................6. 5.027 12.8 —5.1 
14 2: Big Story ‘ ore eer rer 4.988 12.7 —2.3 
15 53 Stop the Music (3rd qtr.)............... 4,909 12.5 +1.4 
16 55 Big Town jis Saka Reaatieeae A 4.909 12:5 +1.7 
17 7 Mr. Keen 4,909 12:5 —6.0 
18 10 ge, ae ae 4.870 12.4 —5.2 
19 20 Hit Parade ee Cer 4.870 12.4 —2.9 
20 25 Pe «+ icthvntbiabamnneneiar 4,831 12.3 2.1 


radio homes in| 


Washington, June 14. 


_ The AVCO procedure for the 
| Sale of broadcast stations, a noble 
experiment that turned out a head- 
ache, was killed last week by the 

FCC. 

Designed to safeguard the pub- 
lic by giving the agency a choice 
of new owners for a station chang- 
ing hands, the system, FCC ad- 
mitted, “failed to realize the ex. 
pectations.” It also caused hard- 
ship in many cases to management 
and personnel of stations waiting 
for the cumbersome machinery of 
the regulation to be carried out. 

In throwing out AVCO, Commis- 
sion left itself free to consider a 
procedure which would require 
that all major broadcast applica- 
tions, including station transfers, 
be advertised in local newspapers 
for a stipulated period prior to a 
cut-off date for official considera- 
tion. This proposal, on which oral 
argument is to be held June 27, 
has been strongly opposed by NAB 
and other segments of the indus- 
try as being unwieldy and un- 
necessary. Trade papers, the daily 
|press, and FCC’s own releases 
give interested parties sufficient 
| notice of broadcast applications, it 
is argued. 

The AVCO procedure came into 
| being as a result of the transfer 
|of the Crosley broadcasting and 
| manufacturing properties in Cin- 
|cinnati to the Aviation Corp. in 
| 1945. While it allowed the trans- 
fer, the Commission, then under 
the chairmanship of Charles 
Denny, expressed misgivings as to 
the mixing of station and non- 
| broadcast properties in a package 
deal and also of public interest 

(Continued on page 36) 


Com] Religioso 
Nix Cues Beefs 


Washington, June 14. 


Abandonment of commercial re- 
ligious programs for sustaining, 
equal time to the various groups 
doesn’t satisfy all the churches in 





its area, Camden’s municipal sta- 
tion, WCAM, told the FCC last 
| week. The fringe element, it sug- 
gested, feels it is squeezed out 
when it can’t buy time. 

Replying to a charge of dis- 
crimination by the New Jersey 
Council of Christian Churches, 
WCAM said: “Apparently, there 


are in the Philadelphia and Cam- 
den area a great number of min- 
isters of the gospel not attached 
to any of the well recognized sects 
who are anxious to obtain commer- 
cial time on various radio stations 
in the area. If time is sold to one 
or more of these persons it would 
be extremely difficult to avoid dis- 
crimination in denying time to 
others.” 

WCAM agreed with the Council 
‘that there may be a ‘‘strong cleav- 
age” between the principles of the 
churches in its group and those of 
other Protestant groups, but it 
pointed out each of the sects dif- 
fer in their beliefs. If equal time 
were given to answer opposing 
views of various ministers, said 
WCAM, “the day would not be 
long enough for any radio station 
to schedule all of such programs.’ 

_ WCAM said it not only allocates 
‘time fairly between the faiths but 
‘leans backward to avoid possibility 
(of discrimination. Of the three 
hours per week allotted to the 
| Protestants, it assigns one hour to 


(Continued on page 36) 


NBC’s Answer to CBS 
Family Hour of Stars’ 


Hollywood, June 14. 

NBC’s answer to CBS’ ‘Family 
Hour of Stars” will be ‘“Four-Star 
Playhouse.” Rosalind Russell has 
been inked as first of the quartet 
of film stars who will appear on 
the show. Layout tees off Sunday, 
July 3, in slot vacated by Fred 
Allen for the summer. Web hopes 
to build the sustainer into a top 
commercial offering by fall. 

Remaining trio of stars, who will 
alternate with Miss Russell in same 
fashion that other filmites alternate 





on the rival net’s strip, are eX- 
pected to be signed within the 
week. 
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“MOOD IS BULLISH FOR FALL BIZ 


Kraft Into Daytime in Fall With 
Soaper, Feels Tele Night Threat 
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NAB’s ‘What Goes With FM?” 


National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
its FM Executive Committee, has decided to find out what 
The organization’s FM department will undert 
audience studies 


with FM 
looking toward new 
storecasting, 
revenue builders. 

The committee, 
WNBF, Binghamton, N. Y 
expressing concern over 
broadcasters to duplicate the full 


promotion ideas for 


under the chairmanship of Cecil D 
recommended that something be done 
to improve fidelity of FM receive: 
possibili 


Washington, June 14 
following a meeting last week of 
goes 
ake projects 
data on transit radio and 
FM stations, success stories and 


Mastin, of 


adopted a resolu 


Ss It also } 
that FCC may require AM 


schedule on their FM auxiliaries 


It was further recommended that publications carrying station rates 


include FM in a combined 

Tenor of the committee's 
Chairman Mastin who told the 
tient effort 


AM-FM section rather than separately) 
meeting was reflected in remarks of 
group it is time to cash in on pa- 
in the FM field. “Let 
show whether FM is a protection o1 


us make some studies that will 
whether it has a plus—and 


the amount of the plus.” he said. “I think it will show a plus 


value 


Let’s put the dollar sign back in business.’ 


Other committee members attending were Matthew H. Bone- 
brake, KOCY-FM, Oklahoma City; Milton L. Greenebaum, WSAM- 
FM, Saginaw, Mich.; Edward A. Wheeler, WEAW, Evanston, III, 


and Everett L. Dillard, of 
 enmenetan, D. C. 





KOZY, 


Kansas City, Mo., and WASH, 





Senate Hearings Due on FCC Pay 
Hikes and Speedups on Procedure 


Washington, June 14. 

Hearings will begin Thursday 
(16) before a Senate committee to 
consider the McFarland bill to 
raise salaries of FCC members and 
to speed up procedures of the 
agency. Little opposition is ex- 
pected on the measure. 

Leading a list of government and 
industry witnesses to appear before 
a subcommittee on communications 
of the Senate Committee on Inter- 
state & Foreign Commerce will be 
acting FCC Chairman Rosel Hyde. 
He will probably be followed by 
Guilford S. Jameson, prexy of the 
Federal Communications Bar Assn. 

Among others to appear are 
Joseph Ream, executive veepee of 
CBS; Gustav B. Margraf, veepee 
and general attorney of NBC; Don 
Petty. general counsel of NAB; 
E. K. Hartenbower, member of the 
legislative committee of NAB; and 
Leonard Marks, general counsel for 
the FM Assn. 


The subcommittee is headed by 


Sen. Ernest W. McFarland (D., 
Ariz.), who is anxious to get the 
legislation passed at this session 
of Congress. Unless his measure 
is acted upon, there is little likeli- 
hood that recommended hikes in 
FCC salaries will be carried out 
this year. The bill would raise 
Commissioners’ pay from $10,000 
to $15,000 and increase salaries of 
key staff officials. 

Other provisions would authorize 
issuance of cease and desist orders 
against stations for violation of 
Commission regulations. Failure 
to observe such orders could result 
in revocation of license. The 
measure also authorizes each Com- 
missioner to hire a legal assistant 
at $10.000 per year. 

Serving with McFarland on the 
subcommittee are Edwin C. John- 
son (D., Col.), chairman of the full 
committee: Estes Kefauver (D., 
Tenn.), Charles W. Tobey (R., 
Das and Homer E. Capehart (R., 
nd.). 


NAB Gets Canada to Use 
356 on Air Promotion 


Washington, June 14. 

The NAB advised its membership 
yesterday (13) that it has persuaded 
the Canadian government to ap- 
propriate $35,000 for radio to ad- 
Vertise travel to the Dominion 
The deal was the work of NAB’s 
newly enlarged Broadcast Adver- 
tising Bureau of which Maurice B 
Mitchell is director. 

_ The decision to include radio in 
is media list was taken by Can- 
ada’s travel bureau at the last 
Minute, but Mitchell saw prospects 
for a much larger share of the 
bureau's million dollar budget for 
next vear. 

“We're more than pleased with 
the decision,” he said. “It’s a token 
Victory because it promises recog- 
nition of radio by more and more 
advertisers as the pre-eminent mass 
Medium of advertising.” 
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Lotsa Hoopla On 
NBC's Campaign, 
With Top Budget 


Aside from using hoopla adjec- 
tives, NBC is keeping under strict 
wraps the details connected with 
its unprecedented advertising-pro- 
motion-exploitation campaign it’s 
about to spring in connection with 
the '49-'50 broadcasting season. For 
one thing, NBC would prefer that 
it “open cold” on the unsuspecting 
CBS crowd. 

At any rate, the Station Plan- 
ning Advisory Committee (SPAC) 
at a meeting in NM. Y. last Thursday 
(9) gave an enthusiastic greenlight 
to the campaign, involving un- 
precedented coin, with the network 
carrying the national load and the 
stations bankrolling the local tab. 

Although mags, newspapers, etc., 
will be used extensively both on a 
national and local level, the major 
accent will be via on-the-air pro- 
motion, a recently-completed sur- 
vey convincing the web and SPAC 
boys that it brings the best returns. 
The on-the-air promotion is said 
to be loaded with ‘surprises.’ 


_ 


CBS Auditions Carter 





Cross-the-Board Show to 11 siso oper 


Fifteen-minute comedy-musica! 
show starring Jack Carter has been 
auditioned by CBS. If it jells, it 
will go into the 7:30-7:45 cross-the- 


board evening stretch as the web's 
Camp- 


summer replacement fo! 
bell Soup’s “Club 15° program 
Also on the audition stanza was 


singer, with 


Rosemary Clooney 
background- 


Howard Smith's orch 
ing 

Carter is 
on DuMont 
show. 


spotlighted 
own 


current!: 
video with his 





UPEN SEGMENTS 
TO ALARM 


Despite the _ belt - tigl 





itening 


almMong radio 


sponsors and tele- 


sion’s inroads on AM, there's a 


decided feeling of optimism among 
K @% itives in regard to 
$9-'50 broadcasting season On 
the eventuality of the bottom fall 
ing out and the nation going into 
an economic tailspin, they contend 


stands in the way ot the 


upcoming 


season paying off with impressive 
billings 

The AM sales boys took consider- 
able heart last week in the findings 


of Sam Gill, director of researc! 


for Sherman & Marquette agency 
who after an exhaustive study into 
istener-viewer habits, came up 
witn the revelation ‘Listeners who 
D television setS pay less atten- 
tion to their radios for a while. but 
the listener curve returns to almost 


he former level when the T\ 
honeymoon is over.” 

At NBC, which on the basis of 
current cancellations and program 
shifts finds itself with open time 
segments at least five nights of the 
week, there is definite conviction 
that. come the fall, the network 
wont have more than one or two 
half-hour periods open for sale 
That's the thinking, too, at CBS, 
where the “Time for Sale” shingle 
is also hanging out five nights a 
week 

On the basis of current NBC ne- 
gotiations, most of the empty seg- 
ments will be occupied by clients 
by the fall inaugural 

As of the present, here’s how the 
picture shapes up at the two major 
webs on plugging the half-hour 


holes 
NBC 
Sunday: 6:30 to 7:30 (hour-long 
“Hollywood Calling” giveaway 
with half already sold to Gruen 


Watch goes in July 10); 10:30 to 11 
open, with switchover of Hor- 
ace Heidt to CBS. (10 o’clock 
still in doubt, depending on Ever- 
sharp’s decision on “Take It or 
Leave It.’’) 

Monday: 9:30 to 10 open, with 
“Dr. I. Q.” switching to Friday 
night Cities Service may move 
from Friday night at 8 on NBC into 
the “I.Q.” time. 

Tuesday: Sold Out. 

Wednesday: 8 to 8:30 opens up 
with Colgate cancelling out ‘“Blon- 
die.” Colgate may keep time. 

Thursday: 9 to 9:30 opens up 
with Kraft dropping time (although 
it’s likely that Camel may move 
into the period with “Screen Guild 
Players’): 9:30 to 10 open, with 
Sealtest bowing out; 10:30-11 still 
in doubt, depending on whether 
General Electric continues with the 
Fred Waring program. NBC claims 
9 to 10 sale already clinched. 


Friday: 8:30 to 9 open, with 
Camel switching Jimmy Durante 


If Cities Service 
8 o'clock will be 


back to 9:30 
moves to Monday, 
open 

Saturday: 9:30 to 10 Judy Canova 
show cancelled, but Colgate is 
moving Dennis Day into the time 
and also retaining the 10-10:30 seg- 
ment for a new show. 

CBS 

10 to 11 open 
sold out. 
9:30 to 10 open 


Sunday: 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
to 11 open 
Wednesday: 19 to 11 open. 
Thursday: Sold out 
wee 9 to 10 open 
eatre’ has cancelled out 


10:30 


“Ford 
10:30 


Saturday: 8:30 to 9 open. also 10 


- 
to ii 


Coronet’s Spot Biz Hypo 


Chicago, June 14 
ynet magazine is laying out 





Cor 
$15.000 per month in its current 
radio spot campaign. an increase 
over last year’s budget. in a move 
» hvpo newsstand sales. 
Schwimmer & Scott agency is 


nianning the “fluid drive” on a na- 
with a shift in ad 


markets every month. 


tionwide basis 











Riselaw Taylor 
CBS Director of Public 
{ ffairs 

asks 


‘Is the Documentary 
Dead?’ 


* * * 


One of the many editorial features 
in the 4th Annual 
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Review & Preview Number 


of 


VARIETY 
Out in July 


$75,000 ‘Bait If 
Mullen Delivers 


KMPC to NBC 


Washington, June 14 

Frank E. Mullen, former NBC 
veepee, will get $75,000 if he brings 
KMPC. Los Angeles, into the NBC 
fold by Aug. 1, 1952 This was 
disclosed in an agreement made 
public yesterday (13) by the FCC, 
terminating Mullen’s contract as 
prexy of the G. A. Richards sta 
tions A condition of the fee is 
that KMPC is still under the con 
trol of Richards, his trustees or 
executors 

Only a bare announcement was 
made here by Richards’ public re- 
lations consultant, Don Hogate, 
that Mullen is out A statement 
was issued that Mullen would re- 
ceive a year’s salary ($75,000) 
upon leaving, July 1, and that pa- 
pers had been filed with FCC. It 
is understood that FCC legalites 
were studying the document for 
possible bearing on the Richards 
proposal to transfer his voting con- 
trol in the stations to a group of 
trustees. 

The agreement with KMPC, 
signed by Mullen and Robert O. 














Reynolds, veepee of the station, 
was dated May 18, 1949, but was 
not filed until last Friday (10), 


about three weeks later. It pro- 
vides that Mullen be paid $25,000 
on the date of affiliation and that 
he receive similar payments one 
year and two years later. 

KMPC has no network affilia- 
tion The NBC affiliate in L.A. 
is KFI 

Under the arrangement cancel- 
Continued on nme 26) 


indaties Leaders Will 
Give WOR Account Execs 
First-Hand Info Weekly 


Leaders of 20 major companies 
will address the weekly sales meet- 
ings of WOR. N. Y., account execu- 
tives, according to a new policy 
adopted to meet the requirements 
of a buyers’ market. Project was 
launched Monday (13) when Wil- 
liam H. Dinsmore, public relations 
topper of General Electric, spoke 
to the group and screened a film 
on the ele industry 

Idea behind the meetings is that 
station personnel has to know the 
problems of the organizations and 
ndustries that advertise on its pro- 





ctrica! 


grams. At the same time an Idea 
Committee has been set up, with 
heads of promotion, research, pub- 


Heity and departments 
aking part. to mull problems of 
1e ba nkrollers and offer specific 


ich radio can fit into 


program 

7 
‘ 
Aavs in Vw 
their plans 
Another policy instituted by 
Pete Maddux. sales v.p., is to have 
the outlets account executives at- 
trade organization con- 
ventions. such as the furniture 
market and home appliance fairs 


Chicas June 14 
Kraft Foods execs fer that 
nightt r d ilready feeling 
the inroads of television. and that 
oo tar off vhen 
i mpact | be 
eve neg Witl this 
a K t na ene ‘d, 
) 1 J. Walter Thompson agen- 
Cy the Kraft Musi Hall on 
N Bt oO until Sept. 29, after 
hich time the evening show will 

be cancelled out for good 

Beginning Oct. 3, Kraft is plung- 


g into daytime radio for the first 
time on a big scale with a full 
network serial on NB(¢ slated for 
five a week at 9:30 a.m. Format 

probably be soap opera, al- 
though final details haven't been 
worked out 

Previous Kraft sorties into day- 
ime programming have been 
vyveekly cooking shows, along with 
pot announcement New show 

plug all Kraft lines on a rotat 
ing basi similar to Music Hall 
practice Company officials are 
huddling with the Thompson agen- 
1 


to work out a definite format, 
but it is known they would like a 


serial somewhat along the lines of 


present housewife ‘‘weepers” with 
healthy ratings 

Music Hall, which got a short 
lease on life for 11 weeks from 


July 21, will continue its summer 


format Thurs., 8 p.m., with Nelson 
Eddy-Dorothy Kirsten until sign- 
off time, ho 29 


dalaaiene Philco 
Exec, Fatally Stricken 
At Son’s Graduation 


Philadelphia, June 14. 

John Ballantyne, 49, chairman of 
the board of directors of Philco 
Corp., collapsed while delivering 
the welcoming address at his son's 
graduation exercises in suburban 
Meadowbrook School for Boys, and 
died before medical aid could 
reach him 

Ballantyne was speaking only a 
few minutes when he clutched at 
his chest and fell to the floor. One 
of the first to reach him was his 
son, John William. In the audience 
were his wife, the former Alberta 
F. Baker, and their daughter, 
Dolores Marie. both of whom 
rushed to his side. Attempts by 
a physician to. administer first aid 
proved fut le and Ballantyne was 
pronounced dead upon arrival at 
the hospital. 

The son of a Philadelphia police- 
man, Ballantyne was a graduate of 
the Univ. of Pennsylvania. He 
worked as an accountant until 
1929. when he became a partner 
in the firm of Mathieson and 
Aitken & Co., where he remained 
until 1934 when he joined the old 
Philco Radio and Television Corp., 
as treasurer. 

In 1940 he became treasurer of 
the new Philco Corp. and was 
named vice-president of operations 
the following year. He became 
president in 1943 and held that 
post until 1948, when he was made 
chairman of the board, succeeding 
Larry E. Gubb, who declined re- 
election because of ill health. 

During his vice-presidency, Bal- 
lantyne supervised the conversion 
to war work and the plant's pro- 
duction of radar equipment He 
was given citations from both the 
Army and Navy for his accomplish- 
ments, 


ABC Seeks 3 New Account 
Execs in Reshuffle 


Because of its tele sales expan- 
sion, ABC is looking for three new 
account executives for its AM divi- 
sion. The new men will work un- 
der Charles Ayres, head of the 
ABC eastern radio network sales 
department 

Vacancies are caused by the shift 
of salesmen Bill Dix, Bob Somer- 
ville and Norm Prouty to TV. The 
account handlers are being moved 
into the video department on the 
basis of seniority. 
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Telesonic Process Opens Way For 


Daily Script Show Across Board 


Way has been opened for a daily+ 
McCleery to NBC 


gcript show across the board on 
Albert McCleery is resigning as 








video. Problem has been solved 
head of Fordham U.’s theatre de- 


by telesonic system of broadcast- 
ing to performers on a set which | partment, to join NBC-TV as a di-| 


eliminates the necessity for mem- | rector Aug. 15. 
orizing, reduces costs by trimming Warren Wade. 
rehearsal time to a fraction of w hat 


is now necessary, and virtually ‘and Juliet” production. 
eliminates fluffs. 


| As Army colonel, he directed the | 
Process was developed by S. A. | gy 


“Jock” MacGregor, radio and TV 
director, and Philip N. Clarke, a 
radio actor, who conceived the idea 
and had a laboratory work it out 
from telesonie processes, some pat- 
ents on which are held in England. 
Process was demonstrated Mon- 
day (13) at the School of Radio 
Technique studios when a cast was 
given scripts it had never seen be- 
fore and at the end of three hours | 
was televising a show. lish a standard service contract for 
System calls for voices to be tele sets, the Television Manu- 
recorded as they are read on a/facturers Assn. this week sent 
wire tape. On a second reading the out a survey questionnaire to man- 
cast goes through a camera re- ufacturers and servicemen. Re- 
hearsal. cuts are made to conform sults of the survey are expected to 
with the allotted broadcast time,| yield policies which will lead to 
and performers then don a tiny uniform standards and solve a 
hearing aid which fits in the ear. problem which has been harrying 
Only a tiny fraction is seen on a_ the industry for some time. 
front view and a somewhat larger Policies the industry is being 
piece of wire in back of the neck.| polled on include: one-year con- 
The verbiage is then broadcast tracts at fixed charges covering In- 
from the tape recorder by audio- stallation and replacement of parts; 
induction waves and is repeated by 90-day warranties for parts and 
the performer. There is no dis- | Service, with charges for each ser- 
cernible time lag between the ac-| Vice call; regional contracts based 
tor’s hearing his lines and his | 0M the number of channels in each 
speaking them. The result in three 4F€a; manufacturers designating 
hours can equal that of a show their own service agencies; TMA 
which takes several days’ rehearsal. | designating service agencies based 
The telesonic system has its 99 experience and performance, 
‘ with the outfits posting bond; and 


atre at Biarritz during the war. 


TV Mfors. Seek 





Launching its campaign to estab- | 


He’ll work under | 
McCleery recently | 
directed NBC’s arena-style “Romeo | 


American School of the The- | 


Standard Service 


| 
| 
| 


shortcomings, since it cannot be | jimitati = af the Sumber of con- 
used for studio shows. Audience | | acts re encies can execute. based 
reactions, laughs, applause, etc., 8 : | 


will throw the timing off. System on manpower and facilities. 


isn’t feasible on vaudeo shows, and 
another drawback is the fact that 
apparatus will show on completely 
bald men, or women in backless 
evening gowns. | 

Widespread use of the telesonic 
system is expected to be beneficial | 
to both broadcasters, sponsors and | 
performers. With rehearsal costs 
eliminated to a bare minimum, : A 
practicaly to that of radio, where 900 it spent on showing 16,000 
actors read scripts, more sponsors | doctors at the American Medical 
will be attracted to the medium. | Assn. convention in Atlantic City 
| last week, surgical operations via 
color television the best advertis- 
| ing investment it ever made. The 


video demonstrations stole the 
| show, with hundreds of the medicos 





Drug Company’s ‘Kildare’ 
Routine, Via Television, 


May Be M.D.-Roadshowed 


Smith, Kline & French, whole- 








Flanagan’s Return Poses 


Problem for Chi’s WENR 




















BILL HARRINGTON 


Singing star “Your Hit Pz 
for Lucky Strike cigarettes on cc 
Pore to Coast. | 
alian Recording Artist 
 Siakeldlane of Decca) 
Exclusive Management | 
DOUG STORER 
RKO Building, New York 20 








Pix Seen Needing 


Better Product 
To Lure TV ers 


St. Andrews, N.B., June 14. 
If the motion picture industry 
should lose another 20% or 25% 
of its business to television, on top 


of the loss of foreign markets, it | 
might be doomed, George E. Ster- 
ling, member of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, said here 


‘last week in an address before the 


|Canadian Manufacturers Assn. 


“T think it is apparent,” he said, | 


'“that the film house is not going 


sale drug house, figures the $30,- | 


to lure people eut of their homes 
away from their television sets 
with its nightly films, old as they 
may be, with vaudeville, drama, 
opera, comedy, newsreels, baseball 
and other events—all free—unless | 
it can offer them something far 
better than it is now making 
available.” Hollywood, he assert- | 
ed, ought to be supplying video 

(Continued on page 32) 


| 
| 





KATE SMITH’S VIDEO 


| ski tant tt d 
On Baseball B’casting Spectaty ‘meetings to stick close. 


| disk jockey stint, has also signed | 


Chicago, June 14. ° the sets and marvel. 


Sports announcer Pat Flana- 
de pare ol cecbiem for Win and state medical association con- 
TV and Goebel’s Beer, which is Ventions and stanzas which the 


bankrolling the pickup of Chi Cubs. doctors want to set up specially in | 


home games. | their home towns. Drug house has 


Flanagan started Monday (13) on 


| put its show on the road. 

sports review, replacing Bob El,| The $30,000 which it spent was for 
son who got tied up with previous Construction by Zenith of six spe- 
radio commitments. Tickler is the | ©i@! sets which can receive either 
potential viewer pull of Flanagan | color or black and white TV and 
on Cubs games, because of his! ** . 
1928-1943 radio stretch announc-|Cidental to the demonstration. 
ing the Cubs games via WBBM. | Transmission was by microwave 

WENR-TV and Goebels started | from the Atlantic City hospital, 
off the baseball season with ex- 
player-manager Rogers Hornsby, | 
but brought in announcer Bill 


Brundige for an assist when view-| Went to A.C. to view the video 
ers complained they couldn't tell demonstration declared if to be a 


| 
h , : : terrific boost for the Columbia 
pe yy 8 combo Broadcasting System, which had 
perked up Chi ratings for the sta- ear chien — as against 
tion, but with Flanagan ready and | “e which other networks 
willing to get back in announcing | favored. 
harness at Wrigley Field, plus his | 


WEsecry' Su Guevek® retige DET. WXYZ-TV SNARES 
Warren Wright with Citation and | BOAT RACE BANKROLLS 


Coaltown in the same stable. | 
Detroit, June 14. 


Downey-Quinlan Mohawk The Gold Cup and Silver Cup 
| boat races held each year on the 


Show Due for Vacation freesting River will be televised by 


The Mohawk Carpet 15-minute, IXYZ-TV, it’s been announced by 
across-the-board show over NBC 8en. mgr. James G. Riddell. 
will take a _ six-week vacation! Gold Cup races July 2 will be 
starting July 29 and will resume sponsored by Metropolitan Detroit 
Sept. 12. Current plans are to, Chevrolet dealers. Three strate- 
enlarge the number of stations on’ gically located cameras will keep 
its fall return through network, the boats in range over the entire 
and kine rebroadcasts. George R. | course. 
Nelson agency is currently plan-| Silver Cup races are held Labor 
ning to display the show on 30 Day. They will be sponsored by 
stations. Detroit Edison Co. Both races 


for a camera, plus expenses in- 


| formed, to the convention hall. 








SK&F was deluged with requests | | 
for similar demonstrations at local | | 
the fall, will be reminiscent of her | 
| 
| 


Program stars Morton Downey 
on Mondavs, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days. Roberta Quinlan is featured 
Tuesdays and Thursdays., , 


will be described by WXYZ Sports 
Director Don Wattrick. Business 
was placed 
| Ewald. 


through Campbell- | 


EXCLUSIVE FOR ABC 


ABC, which last week pacted 
Kate Smith for a two-hour evening 


her exclusively for video. The 
Smith stanza, which will bow in 


|/old AM variety stanza, with music, 


'made arrangements, therefore, to. 


where the operations were per- | 


Observers from New York who) 


guests and a dramatic sketch. 
Hour-long TV show, in which 
Miss Smith will be assisted by man- 
ager Ted Collins, will cost $15,000 
weekly. Bud Barry, ABC’s teevee 
veepee, announced that the web 
will do some experimental kine- 
scoping before the actual preem. 
The program will originate in N. Y. 


Anybody Wanna Be ‘Riley’? 


Irving Brecher, whose ‘Life of 
Riley” radio package is also being | 
adapted for video, is currently in 
New York casting about for a TV 
lead. 

Pix commitments prevent Wil- 
liam Bendix, the AM “Riley” from 
coming east and he’ll continue with 
the radio airer from the Coast. 

Toni Ward, of the William Morris | 





office, is clearing house for “Riley” 


applicants. TV show goes into the 


| Tuesday night at 9 segment on/| 


NBC, 





Worthington Miner 
(Who Should Know ) 
Sounds Off On 
TV Prodaction 
Techniques 
in the 4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out in July 


nm i i 
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Except for Technicians, Jobs in TV 
Will Beat Slow Pace, Survey Finds 








| KLAC-TV is losing several 


‘Radio City 


_bankroller paying Morley, 


-+ Washington, June 14. 
TV—Boon or Bother? 


| Despite the expected growth of 
Chicago, June 14. 


Sun-Times is staging a promo- 


' tion to find out whether television | 
lis “a boon or a 


bother” 
homes of Chi set owners. Paper is 
paying out $250 is prizes for the 10 
best letters printed today (14). 

Stunt is an ad tie-in with a spe- 
cial TV section celebrating the 
opening of WBKB’s new transmit- 
ter operations Wed. (15). 


Warners in TV 


Pullout in L. A.? 


Washington. June 14 
Talk has been revived here that 





Warner Bros. will get out of TV. 
Latest report is that the firm is 
chafing at laying out money to 
cover losses of Mrs. Dorothy 
Schiff’s KLAC-TV, Los Angeles, 
which the pic outfit is committed 
to buy but can’t until the FCC 
makes up its mind whether anti- 


trust violators are eligible for 
video. The agency has been sitting 
on the question for more than a 
year. 

It’s said here that Warners is 
bound by a renewal agreement with 
Mrs. Schiff which extended to 
Aug. 1 the right to purchase the 
station and provided for continued 
payments to cover TV losses. The 
firm has just filed an amendment 
to this agreement with the FCC 
which raised a $500,000 loan-guar- 
antee to Mrs. Schiff by $47,000. 
hun- | 
dred dollars a day and Warners is | 
footing the bill though it doesn’t 
run the station. 


If the Commission doesn’t act | 
Warners may not ask | 
for another extension and drop the | 


by Aug. 1, 


whole thing. It’s also possible Mrs. 
Schiff may despair of the deal and 
hunt another buyer. It is doubted 
that she is in a position to continue 
operating KLAC-TV on her own. 

Warners previously announced 
it was dropping TV plans, but im- 
mediately afterwards informed the 
FCC it wanted to go through with 
the KLAC deal. However, the out- 
Fe did pull out its application for a 
station in Chi, 


Ford s Costly ‘Edward’ 
Nix Shows Filmmakers 


Up as ‘TV-Scared Babies’ 


Last-minute nixing of ‘Edward, 
My Son” on CBS-TV’'s 
atre,”’ as a result of pressure from 
Metro, is viewed in the trade as 
showing up the filmmakers “as a 
bunch of TV-scared babies.” 

Kenyon & Eckhardt, agency on 
the Ford stanza, 





ley, star of the legit show, who was 
also to appear in the tele version, 


|}and Nael Langley, co-author of the 


original play. K&E felt it had a 


| Strong case, inasmuch as it was not 


going to kinescope the perform- 
ance and Metro had not bought the 
tele rights. The pic company, how- 


ever, claimed that the TV perform- | 


ance would cut into the b.o. at the 
Music Hall, N. Y., 
where the film “Edward” is cur- 
rently on exhibit, and would in- 
fringe on its rights. 

The agency reasoned that the 


! ° . 
counter-claims were close and _ it 


wasn’t worth the legal trouble that 
would result from airing ‘““Edward.”’ 


| However, K&E will book the prop- | 


erty when “Ford” 
fall. ; 

Yanking of “Edward” 
several thousand dollars with the 
script- 
ers, thespers and all other fees to 
which it had been committed. De- 
cision was made late Tuesday (7) 
afternoon and producers quickly 
got to work to land a substitute. 
“Light Up the Sky” was cleared 
Wednesday (8) and scripters 
worked ail night getting an adapta- 
tion. Use of Sam Levene and other 
members of the original Broadway 
cast cut down on rehearsal time, 
but staging of “Sky” Monday (13) 
was one of the fastest jobs of its 


returns in the 


‘Kind in the industry, 


in the | 


“Ford The- | 


had bought the | 
video rights threugh Robert Mor- | 


cost Ford | 


| televiston, the medium isn’t likely 


bes provide the employment now 


| given by sound radio stations for 
| may years to come. Dept. of Labor 


‘reported last week in a studv on 
the occupational outlook in broad- 
casting. Without mentioning ex- 
pansion to follow the lifting of the 
freeze, the Department Said that 
employment in sound broadcasting 
| Will probably stop rising in a year 
| Or two and in metropolitan areas 
“May even decline owing to com- 
petition from television.” 

Chief beneficiaries from the 
100-odd new video outlets ex- 
pected to start operation this year. 
the report said, will be the tech- 
nicians who will get about half 
the jobs to be made available. The 
Department explained that tech- 
nical personnel comprise less than 
one-fourth of fulltime employees 
at sound stations while accounting 
for half the staff at TV operations 
The new TV stations, it said. will 
require “hundreds of technicians 
and other workers” in 1949 and 


new AM and FM stations will re- 
quire several thousand more. 
“Competition for jobs,” it added, 
“will generally be keen.” 


Much of the work at television 
stations owned by AM or FM op- 
erators, the report stated, will be 
done by the employees of sound 
'stations. These operators, it said, 
will increase their present per- 
sonnel rather than build complete 
/new staffs. A majority of present 
telecasters and of the applicants 
|for new stations, it was pointed 


(Continued on page 32) 


WTCN-TV, Mpls., Sets 
Deal With U. of Minn. For 
| Fall Football Videocasts 


Minneapolis, June 14. 

WTCN-TV will begin telecasting 
home games of the St. Paul base- 
ball club July 5, station announced, 
and meanwhile has agreed to a 
hike in price in order to televise 
U. of Minnesota football games. 
Station goes on the air officially 
July 1 with two hours of programs 
daily, increased on baseball nights, 
and will double that schedule 
about July 15. 

Gopher football was consum- 
mated despite demand of $7,500 
for rights to five home games, up 
from $3,000 last year. Potential 
sponsors also must deal directly 
with university for rights. Univer- 
sity pointed out other schools get 
$10,000 to $54,000 per season for 
| the same privileges. 

Day or two after this price was 
quoted a dozen auto (Chevrolet) 
|dealers agreed to the price, plus- 
additional $2,600 for radio rights. 
Voice descriptions by Dick Siebert 
and Rollie Johnson of station staff; 
| Dick Cullum, Minneapolis Tribune, 
and George Edmond, St. Paul Pi- 
oneer-Press-Dispatch, will be car- 
ried on TV, AM and FM. 


WNEW (N.Y.) SCANS 
THE VIDEO HORIZONS 


WNEW, N. Y., Bulova-Biow- 
owned indie, is reported to have 
made a deal for a TV tower site 
atop the new building being con- 











,Structed at Park ave. and 41st st., 


site of the old Murray Hill hotel. 

In anticipation of the FCC's 
opening of additional video chan- 
nels, the station is readying an ap- 
plication for a tele license. If 
granted, WNEW-TV will erect a 
925-foot tower on the roof of the 
new office building. The indies 
‘entrance into the video field has 
been delayed by the duopoly case 
involving WOV, N. Y., but sale of 
the latter to Victory Broadcasting 
Corp. permits WNEW to apply for 
rY¥. 


’ 
NBC-TV’s ‘Howdy-Daddy 

NBC-TV’s “Howdy Doody” will 
stage a “Howdy-Daddy” stanza Fri- 
day (17) to celebrate Father's Day. 

Famous pops who will take part 
include Paul Winchell, Andre 
Baruch, Morey Amsterdam, 
cilman Eric Treuligh, John McCaf- 
frey, Tex McCrary and Charles 
Collins, father ef the Collins’ 
quadruplets, 
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TV Attains a 


Television is rapidly attaining 


Global Status 


a global status. Plans for the 


internationslization of the medium are making headway with Cuba, 


Mexico and Brazil soon to get their first video outlets 
the United Nations building blueprints were 


In addition 
recently redrawn so 


as to include an ultra-modern television studio in its information 


building in New York. 


The UN transmission apparatus coupled with the first stations in 


the Latin countries implements 


television programs. The United States. 
of developing the medium 


far are carrying the burden 


nations that now have 
England and France, so 
Canada, 


the three 


sc far, is wy a single station. but parts of the country are 


rviced by U. transmitters. 


by Jan. 1. Goar Mestre, 


country surveying the field. 


he Cuban bP Mexican stations are expected to be on the air 
operator ol 
Azcarraga of XEW, Mexico City, 
Operators left two weeks ago, but have 


CMQ. Havana, and Emilio 


have spent some time in this 


left engineers to continue the studies. A syndicate to organize a 


Brazilian station was recently 


pected to go on the air by June 1, 


The UN facilities indicate that 


will be kinescoped into other countries with video facilities 


formed in that country. It’s ex- 
1950 
a good portion of its proceedings 


Studio 


will also permit better coverage by the networks inasmuch as they'll 


be able to air meetings ahd othe) 


equipment. 


events without using remote 











Net Vidpic Buyers Uninformed, Say 
Producers, Pointing to High Costs 


Recent blast at vidpic producers ¢ 


by Norman Livingston, commercial 
program manager of WOR and 
WOR-TV. N. Y., has_ brought 
equally strong rejoinders from the 
filmmakers. The latter particularly 
lash out at Livingston's contention 
that vidpix are overpriced and that 
the producers want to get back 
their investment by charging the 
total cost to only 16 or 18 stations. 

TV filmmen retort that tele sta- 
tions want to pay only $50 to $100 
for a half-hour pic, which costs 
about $5,000 to turn out. If 36 sit- 
uations screen the film, at an aver- 
age rental ot $75, the take is only 
$2.700—and they’re in the red for 
$2.300 On a 13-week basis the 
loss would be $29,900, without tak- 
ing into account costs of distribu- 
tion. prints. commissions, etc. 

J. J. Balaber, v.p. of Grand In- 
ternational Films, which has sold 
hundreds of old reels to CBS-TV, 
NBC-TV, WPIX, N. Y., and other 
stations. says that network staffers 
who buy films are, with rare excep- 
tions, “inadequately equipped by 
experience to judge the merit of a 
product in a cold projection room.” 
In addition, he claims, they don't 
want to look at shooting scripts or 
sample prints of proposed series. 
“This means,” he says, “that the 
producer must gamble with at least 
$60,000 for a 13-week program. If 
he has that capital, and can get a 
bank loan, he’s better off working 
on features which can be screened 
in thousands of situations, whereas 
the video market is limited to 30 


(Continued on page 32) 


Bestsellers As 
Philco Format 


Philco, in a deal worked out with 
the Book of the Month club, re- 
turns to television Sept. 4 in the 
9-10 p.m., Sundays, on 





Same spot, 


NBC. that it had during the past) 
year. Instead of its previous form-_ 


at. using past Broadway plays, 
Phiico on its new show will drama- 
tize bestselling novels in associa- 
tion with B of MC choices. 

The format was sold to Philco by 
David Susskind of Talent Associ- 
ates. The latter has since sold out 
his interest in the agency to join 
Music Corp. of America in an exec 
radio-TV capacity. Talent Associ- 
ates will book the talent. Hutchins 
ad agency handled the deal for 
Philco 

While the show doesn't start on 
an actual sponsored basis until 
Sept. 4, Philco is defraying part of 
the time costs, with NBC, during 
the summer, when NBC presents 
its repertory theatre, until Philco 
picks up the full freight Sept. 4. 
This is so it can hold the prefer- 
ted time slot. 

Dramatizations will be done by 
Sam Taylor and Sam Carter. No 
decision yet on who will produce 
and direct. et bia? 





H. Allen Smith 


Gives 


“The Anxious 
Kye” 

To Television 
* * os 


Roving 


A humorous piece by a funny 
feller in the 4th Annual 


Radio-TV 
Preview Number 


of 


Review 





VARIETY 
Out Next Month 


Ken Murray 1046 
Deal Takes CBS 
Of Writer Hook 


CBS is apparently ready to go 
into the upper brackets for shows 
that have a continuous supply of 
material. Contention is borne out 
by its record payment to Ken Mur- 
ray for a three-year deal on its 
network. Terms call for a guaran- 
tee of $104,000 annually and is 
non-cancellable during its tenure 

Contract also. stipulates that 
when show is sponsored Murray 
will get $17.500 weekly guaranteed 
to him if CRS should fail to get 
that price from a bankroller, net- 
work will have to make up the dif- 
ference. 

The high price. while in keeping 
with the coin shelled out by the 

(Continued on page 32) 


Golenpaul’s Watchful 


Waiting in Re Video 


Dan Golenpaul won't move his 
“Information Please” airer into 
television unti] the medium grows 
“more adult.” Reiterating the stand 
recently taken by Eddie Cantor, 
Golenpaul intends waiting until 














the current vaudeo cycle loses 
some steam before making any 
video deals. At that time, he be- 


lieves a bigger market will open 
for higher brow shows. 

Golenpaul leaves for France 
June 24 to join his wife who is at 
Cap d Antibes 


Philip Morris Shift 


Philip Morris has taken over the 
CBS Monday, 9 p.m., time now 
held by Ford. Ciggie outfit shifts 
on July 11 with its Tex and Jinx 
“Prevue. moving in from. the 
Monday. 8 p.m., period 

Tobacco firm will hold onto the 
9 o'clock slot in the fall, but it’s 
expected that they'll replace the 
iTex Co. Jinx: package. 


FALL BLUEPRINT 
LEAN ON fr WOOD 


First major push to 








establish 
Hollywood's preeminence in tele- 
vision via a “Kinescope Circuit 


ot bigtime programming has been 


initiated Arrival of Harry Acke1 
man, CBS’ Coast radio-TV_pro- 
gramming veepee, in New York 


last weekend, has sparked the 


web's bid to get a flock of Colum- 
bia radio personalities and proper- 
ties before the cameras for kine 
releases this fall 

Ackerman’s initial mission is to 
line up a staff of 15 men who have 


been indoctrinated into video pro- 
gramming in New York He will 
take these 15 back to Hollywood 
to form the nucleus of a CBS-TV 
Coast organization 

Blueprint for the fall calls for 
the reconversion of “at least four 
or five Columbia radio programs 
getting the kine treatment for re- 
lease to stations throughout the 
country within the next _— six 
months In addition to Jack 
Benny's TV. stanza preeming in 
October (he'll do the first two 
from New York, with the remain- 
der kinescoped from live presenta- 
tions on the Coast), the “Kine Cir- 
cuit” will also embrace the once 
a-week Ed Wynn program 

By the fall it’s also expected 
that the Cv Howard “Life With 
Luigi” program will be adapted 
for video purposes (although it’s 
being cancelled out ot radio), 
along with kinescoped versions of 
the “‘Amos 'n’ Andy” program and 
“Lum ’n’ Abner.” 


CBS in Quest of Theatre Space 
Hollvwood, June 14 
With CBS-TV set for four shows 
from here, starting this fall, pro- 
grams will first be beamed over 
KTTV, Times-CBS outlet, at which 
time they'll be kinescoped tor CBS 
eastern net presentation 
Net is searching for theatre 
space which will be used in addi- 
tion to sound stage for which CBS 
is negotiating. Under considera- 
tion are Roach and California stu- 
dios. There is a possibility that 
the net will take over the old Tom 
Breneman restaurant and remodel 
for use as theatre video studio. 


Road Show Being 
Set Up for Video 


Hollywood, June 14 

“Television Strolling Plavers”’ 
has been formed by Mal Boyd and 
Jon Slott Packagers plan to 
travel between video cities pre- 
senting live dramas in each locale 
for six to eight weeks provided a 
sponsor can be snared. After the 
road period it is planned to orig- 
inate from N. Y. or Hollywood and 
kinescope. 

Set to comprise repertory com- 





pany are Maria Palmer, Roddy 
McDowall, Walter Reed, Elsie 
Holmes and Betty White. Norman 


(Continued on page 32) 


NBC-TV GETS BOUT 
—BUT NOT FOR CHI 


Chicago, June 14 

The entire NBC-TV interconnect- 
ed web will carry the Ezzard 
Charles-Jersey Joe Walcott heavy- 
weight match Wednesday (22) 
except this city. where the bout 
will originate. The International 
Boxing Club, of which Joe Louis is 
boxing director, is taking no 
chance on video’s cutting into ‘the 
gate and has nixéd screening the 
fight in the Windy City. 

Chances are, however, that Chi- 
cagoans will be able to view the 
match via kinescope recording sev- 
eral days after the event. The 
bouts are being backed by Gillette, 
via the Maxon agency, and will be 





,j beard on AM over ABC. i 





~ CBS ‘KINE CIRCUIT’ IN HIGH GEAR 





Hinterland Tele Stations Squawk 
Over Poor Quality of Kinescoping 
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varden, Mgrs. 


Set Principle 
Of % for Pugs 


Settlement of the dispute be- 
tween the Boxing Managers Guild 
and Madison Square Garden, N. ¥ 
on television terms for fighters ap 
pearing at the Garden and St 
Nick’s arena, N. Y., is regarded as 
establishing the principle — that 
athletes are entitled to a cut oft 
television receipt Garden and 
managers accepted a deal in which 
the pugs in the main bout will get 
a $1,000 TV cut when fighting at 
the Garden and $350 when working 
St. Nicks with its smaller capacity 
It was also agreed that if sponsors 
pay more than the current $400.- 
000 for video rights in the Garden 
boxers would get a proportionate 
cut. 

The settlement represents nearly 
a 500°. increase in the boxers’ cut 
Last yvear the main-bout  partici- 
pants got $212 

Sponsors are now studying effect 
on costs of televising boxing bouts. 
While it’s generally agreed that 
overall costs will be greater in the 
future because of growing video 
circulation, question of added fees 
to boxers will most likely hike fu- 
ture tabs. 

Meanwhile, it’s generally agreed 
that Ballantine’s beer and Gillette 
razors will foot the bills with NBC 
and CBS doing the telecasts. Di- 
vision of bouts hasn't been settled 
vet, and for time being it has been 
suggesied that NBC air the Garden 
bouts while CBS will televise the 
St. Nick’s fights. 

It's also been divulged that Mu- 

(Continued on page 32) 


‘Timid Soul’ (Truex) To 
Preem DuMont ‘Playhouse’ 


DuMont TV web will preem 
“Program Playhouse” on Wednes- 
day (22) from 9-9:30 p.m. at the 
net’s Adelphi theatre. 

First * program will be. “The 
Timid Soul,” a teleyersion of H. ‘T 
Webster’s cartoon strip of that 
name. Ernest Truex will be 
starred as Caspar Milquetoast and 
his wife, Sylvia Field, will play 
Mrs. Milquetoast. June 29 offer- 
ing will be ‘Federal Agent.” a 
whodunit based on the casebook 
of an ex-FBI —* 


Vic ’n’ Sade’s TY Dates 


Chicago, June 14 
NBC-TV has worked a deal to 
replace Colgate Theatre's three 
final shows with Chi-originated 
kinescoping of oldtime radio per- 
formers Vic 'n’ Sade. Dates will 
be July 11, 18 and 25, after which 
Colgate relinquishes the time slot 
until September 
WBKB will televise the show lo- 
cally, and NBC-TYV will feed the 
kine to the web. Program lists 
NBC a producer for the three 
episodes and the series is handled 
by Frederic W. Ziv Co. 





Chic ALO June 14 

Tele stations in the hinterland 
are griping because the quality of 
ithe kinescope transcriptions they 
are getting is poor, according to 
}Dick Richards, indie vidpic pro 
iducer who has just completed a 
5.400-mile country junket 
| during which he visited 26 TV 
| Operations outside New York 
| 
| 


Cross 


The kines going to the sticks 
are bad technically, station toppers 
jtold) Richards. Besides being of 
}uneven visual quality, the sound is 
|frequently distorted Another beet 
is that too much of the language 
jand gags used are strictly New 
Potrtie and have little meaning or 

ignificance west of the Hudson, 
Even though they go tor Arthur 
Godtrey and Milton Berle, viewers 
in markets outside of N. Y. feel 
that translations are almost a 





necessity 

“Many tele operators told me 
they would like to delete segments 
of the kines,”” Richards says, “but 
contracts prevent their making any 
cuts.” 

Richards reports that of the 26 
Stations he visited all have tech 
nically perfect plants maintained 
by capable personnel heir 
smoothness of operation equals or 
surpasses that of New York, he 
feels, perhaps because they are not 
as rushed 

Programwise, of course, they are 
far behind N. \¥ Stanzas are on a 
small seale, because they lack the 
talent, and directors haven't the 
training or facilities to handle big 
shows with orchestras, large casts 
and complicated routining The 
common program denominator is 
hillbilly music ivs Richards 

In the vidpic field, he found, sta- 
tions are looking for sport films 
and light classical musical shorts 
Pic buyers are careful to sift out 
anything bordering on the sugges- 
tive. claiming that viewers are sen- 
Sitive to any blue material 


UA's Television 


Dept. in the Black 


United Artists’ television de- 
partment. which started selling 
films to TV stations about March 
15. is doing considerably better 
than paving for itself, company’s 
board was informed yesterday 
(Tuesday) at a session in New 
York It was disclosed to the 
directors that with the addition of 
two satesmen recently, sales in 
one week hit almost $5,000, al- 
though billings are not anywhere 
near that mark as yet. 

Until the addition of the sales- 
men, department had been a one- 
man affair with manager John 


| Mitchell obtaining all the product 


and doing all the peddling him- 
self. He kept it paying for itself 
from March 15 on and when biz 
had built enough to provide com- 
pensation for the salesmen, he was 
given the green light to hire them. 

One is working out of New York. 
covering the east, and the other 

(Continued on detec 32) 


Sliven Takes 2 WPIX 
Chores, Plus CBS ‘Toast’ 


Columnist Ed Sullivan is taking 
on two chores tor WPLIX, N. Y., in 
addition to his CBS-TV “Toast of 
the Town” program. “Little Old 
New York.” which he describes as 
a dramatization of his N. Y. Daily 
News column, will bow Monday 
(20) in the 7:30 p.m. slot, as a half- 
hour variety stanza. 

Sullivan will also take over pro- 
duction duties on “Four - Star 
Showcase,” hour-long vaudeo on 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Format and 
title have been changed from 
“Four-Star Talent Search.” which 
offered strictly amateur talent, to 
a showcase for new performers— 
amateur, semi-pro and pro. Sulli- 
van will emcee the first airing of 
the new series, to get the ball roll- 
| ing. 


- 
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NBC SYMPHONY SUMMER 

CONCERTS : 

With Dorothy Maynor, soloist; Fritz 

Reiner, conductor 
Producer: Don Gillis 
60 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m. 

U. S. STEEL 
NBC, from New York 
(BBD&O) 

Season’s major Ripley in the con- 
certizing field is the sustaining ride | 
that continues to prevail for the | 
Arturo Toscanini semester of maes- | 
troing of the NBC Symphony Or- 
chestra during the midseason audi- 
ence peak (a No. 1 attraction on 
anybody’s_ kilocycles), while the 
strawhat version gets a U. S. Steel 
commercial spread. 

Actually this is part of the pack- 





j 


age deal maneuvered in w ooing 
over the U. S. Steel’s “Theatre 
Guild of the Air’ from ABC into 


the 8:30-9:30 Sunday night stretch 
on NBC, with the client buying the 
time on a 52-week basis and insert- 
ing the symph ensemble into the 
period for a 13-week summer run. 
Otherwise, Toscanini Time con- 
tinues at 6:30-7:30 Saturday eve- 
ning. 

U. S. 
longhair pickup lightly, with Fritz 
Reiner and soloist Dorothy Maynor 
pacted for the teeoff attraction 
(12), and Reiner holding over a 
week. Such established personal- 
ities as Arthur Fiedler, Sigmund 
Romberg, Wilfred Pelletier, Percy 
Faith and Dimitri Mitropoulos will 
baton the series in subsequent 
weeks, with a top roster of guest 
soloists also inked in. (Harold Le- 
vey, who conducts the orch on the 
regular season’s run of “Theatre 
Guild of the Air,’ will maestro the 
closing concert.) 

Aside from the prestige value 
and institutional buildup accruing 
from the summer sponsorship deal, 
the return of a bigtime symph en- 
semble to the Sunday night coast- 
to-coast airlanes (there hasn’t been 
one since the Detroit Symphony 
bowed off ABC a couple seasons 
back), is a welcome treat to the 
ears. Particularly in the exacting 
standards of the Reiner batoning 
on the premiere, plus the exquisite 
tonal qualities of Miss Maynor’s 
voice, NBC and U:S. Steel have ad- 
vanced the cause of summertime 
radio. 

Same announcing staff as pre- 
vails on “Guild” holds over for the 
summer run, with George Hicks de- 
livering the client’s message; Nor- 
man Brokenshire doing the an- 
nouncing, and Roger Pryor narrat- 
ing. 

For the initial broadcast, Broken- 
shire did the family-slanted U.S. 
Steel plugs (which continué on the 
pompous side), with Hicks trans- 
cribing a message from Europe. 

Rose. 


SONGS FOR YOU 

With Billie Simpson 

15 Mins., 6:30 p.m., Mon.-Thru-Fri. 
Sustaining 

WPTR, Albany, N. Y. 

Recent songcasts have been 
marred by interruptions for per- 
sistent plugging of automobile seat 
covers, the format being inappro- 
priate to such a program. Billie 
Simpson, wife of a Negro member 
of the Governor's staff, warbles 
ballads in a natural, ear-easy style. 
She is a soprano who sounds best 
in the middle and lower-middle 
registers. Came through melodi- 
ously, on one shot, with ‘‘Alone” 
and “Sometime Is Soon.” 

Singer does a little kidding dia- 
log with announcer Glen Walrath, 
to pave the way for number intro- 
ductions. Frank D’Armond, station 
musical director, provides fine ac- 
companiment. Walrath’s spieling 
is to ding-dong; perhaps the copy 
is the culprit. He should watch the 
tendency to swallow words. Jaco. 


JERRY & SKY 
With Gerald Howarth, Schuyler 
Snow, Fay Adams, Ralph Jones 
Producer: Jim Small 
15 Mins., 4 p.m., Sat. 
Sustaining 
WROW, Albany, N. Y. 
Gerald Howarth and Schuyler 
Snow, formerly at WWVA, Wheel- 


ing, W. Va., and WHDH, Boston, | 


who have done a number of pro- 
grams over WROW for the past 18 
months, are now riding 300-odd 
stations via Mutual (including Don 
Lee and Yankee links). They offer 
standard hillbilly style entertain- 
ment, assisted by youthful song- 
stress Fay Adams and steel guitar- 
ist Ralph Jones. Howarth also 
presents another voice, a dry 
ruralite character tagged Otis P. 
Rumford—he features this on a 
participating loca’ show daily. 
It’s a moderately listenable quar- 
ter-hour for the large segment of 
dialers who like plaintive warbling 
and the simple, folksy approach 
associated with hill-country — 
aco. 


THE KING’S MEN 
With Ken Darby, Bud Linn, Rad 


Robinson, Jon Dodson; Dan 
Dailey, guest; Eliot Daniel, 
music; Harlow Wilcox, an- 
nouncer 

Directors: Frank Pittman, Fran 


van Hartseveldt 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m, 
JOHNSON WAX 
NBC, from Hollywood 

(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 

The King’s Men, featured on 
“Fibber McGee & Molly” for the 
past 10 years, quite properly come 
into their own as summer replace- 
ment for F&M. Theirs is a robust, 
manly style of singing, and with 
Eliot Daniel’s snappy 
accompaniment, and 
easy bantering that goes on amidst 
numbers, the program adds up to 
good hot-weather listening. 


Informality is the keynote of 
the half-hour, and banter and 
singing jibe very well. The songs 


are well mixed, too, for good 
effect. Program features a guest, 
crowned as “king of the night,” 
which contributes to variety and 
to the informality. 

Series’ opener Tuesday (7) had 
filmactor Dan Dailey as “king.” 
Ken Darby, top man of the quar- 


Steel, apparently, has no | tet, also acted as an emcee, and | 
intention of treating its summer the two threw the quips around | 


rather well. The program started 


slowly, but got increasingly better | 


as it went along. 
Quartet offered 
Marry Mary” and “So 
and really scored with an 
timer, “Oceana Roll,’ and 
cowboy chantey, “Riders in 
Sky.” Dailey’s solo was “I 
Be Wrong.” Guest, quartet and 
orchestra made quite a production 
out of the finale, “Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo.” Bron. 


“T Want 


in 


the 
the 


GRANGE FORUM 

15 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
Washington State Grange 

KIRO, Seattle 
| This long-time forum program 
on KIRO, local CBS outlet, con- 
tinues to tackle questions that are 
| hot in the Pacific Northwest, get- 
ting into the question of a Colum- 
bia River Valley Authority in this 


session. Two Seattle attorneys were | 


featured, with Henry C. Hecken- 
dorn taking the con side; Edward 
E. Henry the pro. 

There were no punches pulled, 
either, with each clearly advocat- 
ing completely opposite action. 
Heckendorn held that the CVA 
was entirely unnecessary and that 
private firms, if let alone, will ade- 
quately develop the area. Henry 
was just as positive that CVA is 
the answer to many problems now 
confronting the Pacific Northwest. 

Argument was not resolved, but 
this program should 
thought and action on both sides 
of the fence. Reed. 





Oberfelder, Mullin Among 
Five Upped by ABC 


Promotion of five ABC execs 


| Was announced yesterday (Tues.), | 
with Ted Oberfelder named direc- | 


tor of advertising, promotion and 
research and Earl Mullin upped to 
national publicity director. Other 
operational changes involve ap- 
-pointment of Mitchell DeGroot as 
manager of advertising and promo- 
tion, Benjamin Gedalecia as man- 


ager of research, and Grace John- | 


sen as director of continuity ac- 
ceptance. All have been with the 
web for several years. 

Mis§ Johnsen was reelected this 
week as president of the Adver- 
tising Women of N. Y. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Power of radio to sell high-priced products just as effectively as 
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A LIFE IN YOUR HANDS 
With Ned LeFevre, Beverly 
Younger, Harry Eders, Boris Ap- 


| lon, Marianne Bertrand, Ever- 

|} ett Clarke, Ken Nordine, an- 

| nouncer; Myron Wallace, nar- 
rator 

Producer: Jack Simpson 

Director: Homer Heck 

Writers: George Andersen, John 
Kelly 


30 Mins.; Tues., 10:30 p.m. 
BROWN & WILLIAMSON 
NBC, from Chicago 
(Russell H. Seed) 
Raleigh’s replacement for “Peo- 


ple Are Funny” is a fair whodunit | 


' based on the Jonathan Kegg char- 
acter created by Erle Stanley 
Gardner, w.k. mystery writer, with 
Gardner. also” supervising’ the 
scripts. Kegg was portrayed as a 
wealthy retired lawyer who spends 
his time serving as friend of the 
|court, impartially cross-examining 
| witnesses in court cases when jus- 
tice is threatened. 

| Story on the preem (6) involved 
{the murder of an actress, with sus- 
picion thrown on her philandering 

hubby. Kegg was called in by a 
theatrical producer, whom the 
legal eagle exposed on the stand 
as the actual killer. Plot sustained 
interest by getting the listener to 
fit the pieces of evidence together, 
while the pungent delineation of 
an eccentric thesper added dra- 
| matic value. 

Scripting stressed the clue-piec- 
ing and sleuthing elements and 
avoided the sadistic violence of 
private eye stanzas. Nevertheless, 
it missed real impact on several 
| counts. The fact that the narra- 


tion was done by an announcer 


rather than the central character; | 


that Kegg doesn’t come into the 
| picture until a third of the yarn 
has unfolded, and that he’s a 
cold fish type, weaken the punch. 
| Commercials were _ ineptly 
skedded, breaking into the story 
|eight minutes and 15 
|after the start, while inserting 
‘them at later times would have 
been less intrusive. Two an- 
nouncers slugged home plugs that 
Raleigh's are again offering prem- 
jum coupons. Bril. 





Milwaukee—Neale V. Bakke was 
appointed local sales manager for 
WTMJ, WTMJ-FM and WTMJ- 


TV, after 17 years ds station sales- | 


man. New sales staffers are Jim 
Templeton and J. G. Sandison. 


items in the nickel-to-half-dollar class was demenstrated last week by 


WNEW., N. Y. 
of William Levitt & Sons. 


The merchandise moved was the $7,990 suburban homes 
The mass-production Long Island builders, 
using radio for the first time, plugged Levittown houses for five days of | 


spots and programs, relying solely on the indie station. 


Result was a complete. sellout of 
sale of more than $3,800,000. 
that previously Levitt 
houses. 


the 432 houses in 48 hours—a total 


Trend of the times is evidenced by fact 
had not needed to advertise his 
Trade significance is the movement of realtors to radio, with 


low-priced 


Mastic Acres (L. I.), another large real estate operator, having also gone 


into AM recently. 


Curiously enough, although house builders’ coin has been absent from | 


radio in recent years, the first regular commercials on the air were for 
a realty outfit, the Queensboro Corp. of Jackson Heights, which used 
WEAF, N. Y., in the pioneer days of broadcasting. 


As guests of the Netherlands government, 15 representatives of the 
press—including three radioites—are visiting Holland, Batavia, Java, 


Celebes and Sumatra on a month-long trip. 
R. Knickerbocker, WOR, N. Y., commentator; 
George Moorad, of KGW, Portland, | 


cludes H. 
Mutual public affairs director, and 
Ore. 


Broadcasting party in- 
Elsie Dick, 


The Dutch are making arrangements for the reporters to talk with 
representatives of “all political factions involved in the Indonesian 


situation.” 


group on his “Talent Scouts.” 


The Mariners Quartet, who are on Arthur Godfrey’s morning airer, | 
were mistakenly credited in last week’s Variety as being the singing 
Peggy Marshall and the Holidays do 


| the choraling on Godfrey’s Monday night broadcast, 


INSIDE THE DOCTOR’S OFFICE 


With Adeline Naneery, Charles 
Penman; announcer, Charles 
Irving 


Writer: Dr. Frederick Damrau 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:45 a.m. 
CONTINENTAL PHARMACEUTI- 

CAL 
WNBC, N. Y. 

(Arthur Meyerhoff) 

This 15-minute’ cross - the- 
boarder started a 52-week stretch 
in the 9:45 a.m. slot on WNBC, 
N. Y., Monday (13) to promote 
Kyron, a_ reducing tablet dis- 
tributed by the Continental Phar- 
maceutical Corp. Written by Park 
| Ave. physician Dr. Frederick Dam- 
|rau, the program is a dramatiza- 
tion of case histories in his file. 
installment had 
by Charles 
case No. 
a widow’s in- 





Dr. 
Pen- 
192 


| Opening 
| Damrau (played 
|man) reenacting 
| which dealt with 
somnia. Through his advice she 
ifought off an emotional conflict 
/and readjusted herself into a nor- 
'mal existence. This appears to be 
ideal stuff for housewives to ab- 
|}sorb. vicariously after 
packed the kids off to school. Tie- 
ing in with his sponsor’s product, 
Dr. Damrau noted that the “too 
fat form a large percentage of 
tragic cases.” 

Plugs stressed that Kyron was 
the way to get rid of “ugly fat’ 


and claimed one could be inches 
slimmer in one week or money 
back. On the basis of the _ in- 
| augural show, this soap opera-ish 
format undoubtedly won't have 
any trouble in acquiring a wide 
femme audience. Penman por- 
trayed Dr. Damrau with ample 


dignity while Adeline Naneery was 
suitable as the patient. Gilb. 





Transcription Review 





MAIN STREET MEMORIES 
With Joe Franklin; Georgie Price, 
guest 
| 30 Mins. 
| 53 Stations 
(Fine-Nelson, Inc.) 
Patterned roughly along. the 
lines of his ‘Antique Record Shop” 
(on WMCA, N. Y., Joe Franklin’s 
|*‘Main Street Memories” reprises 
via old disks the stars and tunes of 
| vaudeville’s heyday. Series opene 
| offered Al Jolson’s ‘California,’ 
| Jimmy Durante’s “So I Ups to 


| Him,” Harry Richman’s “Walking | 


|My Baby Back Home’. and Eddie 
| Cantor’s “If You Knew Suzy.” For 
|good measure there was Kate 
Smith’s “Red River Valley” and an 
, interview with Georgie Price, fol- 
| lowed by the latter’s waxing of 
| “Bye, Bye Blackbird.” 

| Records stacked up solidly as 
| proven items and the name values 
| of the vet performers added draw- 
|ing power,. However, the inter- 


quality, with the platter spinner 
backslapping the star rather than 
etting him to let down his hair. 
| rice opened up with a few words 
| about his autobio, but a more 
| deftly-handled tete-a-tete could 
/have uncovered more flavorful tales 
from the bigtimer’s long career. 

| Franklin knows his platters and 





minutes | dresses up the show with a quiz! 


segment and anecdota about 
vaude personalities. 
| Stories, however, were weakened 
| by a schmaltzy, moralistic tone. 
| Bril. 


Continued from page 23 
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;ing Mullen’s tenure with Richards, 
| effective July 1, he receives salary 
ifor the period ending June 30. 
| 1950. Each of the stations (KMPC; 
| WJR, Detroit, and WGAR, Cleve- 
|land) are to contribute $25,000 to 
| make up the kitty, half to be paid 
;next month and the remainder in 
January. 

Earlier this month Mullen exer- 
cised an option to purchase 15% 
of the stock of KMPC for $54.787. 

There was speculation here that 
the Mullen break was occasioned 
by the proposal of Richards to 
turn over control of the stations 
to three trustees, two of whom are 
directors of General Motors and 
the third “a Michigan educator.” 
It had been generally expected in 
radio circles that Mullen would be 
one of the trustees. 

Mullen’s recent deal on affilia- 
tion was apparently made follow- 
ing the announced retirement of 
Richards from active operation of 
his stations. It was recalled that 
opposition to the transfer of voting 


control by seven Jewish organi- 
zations was based partly on the 
contention that Richards would 


still be running the stations as long 
as he retained majority ownership. 


{ 





Cleveland—Bob Johnson, WKBZ, 
now with the WTAM news room: 
Ed Maxwell, WERD, joined the an- 
j nouncing staff. 


they've | 


|View with Price had a breathless | 


A few of the, 


‘THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO 
| With Carleton Young, Darley Baer, 
| Virginia Gregg. Victor Rodman, 
| Jay Novello; Charles Arlington, 
| announcer; Dean Fossler, music 

Producer - Director: Jaime Del 
| Valle 
| Writer: Anthony Ellis 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m, 

Sustaining 
MBS, from Hollywood 

Alexander Dumas’ hero, who 
fought injustice and the corrupt 
nobility in the early 1800's, turns 
|'up as a Gallic private eye in this 
edition of an adventure — strip 
which has been revived from time 
to time by MBS. On the preem, 
the Count helped a damsel in dis- 
tress by saving her aunt from a 
rogue posing as a poet. It regis- 
tered as a mild mystery-adventure. 
building a fair amount of suspense 
and depending for its action on 
the clashing of rapiers in a duel 
scene. 

The airer, while losing the im- 
pact of the Dumas work, had a 
literary quality. Situation ‘of the 
foppish psuedo - poet and _ his 
wealthy patroness provided some 
well- scripted needling of the 
dandy and the dilettante, includ- 
ing a tongue-in-cheekish reading 
of the rhymester’s sonnet. Direc- 
tion was smooth, with the acid 


| 


comments of Cristo’s companion 
coming in between the pompous 
lines. 

Carleton Young did a capable 
job as the Count, although he 
should bring to the role a more 
down-to-earth quality. Dariey 


Baer was adequate as his sidekick, 
Rene. “Writing caught the flavor 
of the romantic era, but the story 
was slight. Plotting along more 
significant lines would have raised 
the piece several notches and 
added to its total weight. 
Announcements on the sustainer 


were given over to CARE and to 
a general message that “Freedom 
is everybody’s job.” Bril. 


JULIE & RED 

With Julie Conway, Red Benson 
Producer-Director: Roger Bower 
25 Mins.; Saturday, 2 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

WOR, New York 


This new song and gab stanza 
introing Julie Conway and Red 
Benson in the 2 p.m. slot Satur- 
days on WOR, N. Y., was rushed 
in to bridge the gap left by shift- 
ing of “Official Detective.” for- 
mer tenant, moving to a nighttime 
segment on same station. 

Team gives out. refreshingly 
with some so-so gab but better 
chirping that should fill the sus- 
taining period. They offer a mix- 
ture of oldies and newer tunes in 
solo and duet in a manner that 
|pleases both hepsters and nos- 
talgics. All told it’s okay warm- 
weather fare. Edba. 


: POTOHToro4 


{Followup Comment 


| 
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Ruth Hussey, who goes into the 
Madeleine Carroll role in the 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” Broadway 
legiter, turned in one of the slick 
‘radio performances of the season 
_in “Ford Theatre’s” adaptation of 
George Kelly’s “Craig's Wife” Fri- 
‘day (10). As frequently happens on 
post-cancellation broadcasts ‘Ford 
has served notice it is dropping 
the show), the performance and 
overall presentation rated with the 
best in a season of up and down 
dramatic showing. Director Fletch- 
er Markle eschewed the _ produc- 
tional furbelows that have fre- 
quently contributed jarring over- 
tones to Ford stanzas, playing it 
instead for its full dramatic im- 
pact and characterization. Everett 
Sloane turned in a sock perform- 
ance as the hapless Craig. 








9464564 4- 


“To Be Continued” has become 
a standard social service show via 
WBBM, Chicago, employing all the 
realism of soap opera with very 
few of the histrionics. Idea of tak- 
ing the script from true life ac- 
counts of living Chicagoans has 
been brought to life by writer-pro- 
ducer Ruth Moore in a successful 
format that is getting its fair share 
of listeners. 

Whether or not a show of this 
type, which covers city problems of 
insecurity, housing, fears, phobias 
and modern day confusion, actu- 
ally does any good is a moot point 
that can’t be measured. But at 
least, it accomplishes the job of 
bringing the problems to light, and 
giving listeners a measuring stick 
for their own difficulties. Roles are 
taken by members of the Chi 
Junior League Radio Theatre in 
capable fashion. Parts are played 
with restraint, itself a refreshing 
departure from soap opera. Spon- 
soring agents are Chi Council of 
Social Agencies and the Commu- 
nity Fund, both of which are happy 
with a show that publicizes their 
.own activities, 
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Replacing Danton Walker as 
NBC’s  Television’s “Broadway | 
Scrapbook” emcee, Richard Koll- 


mar handled his introes facileiy 
in his initial appearance on the 
show Sunday (12). Switch is said 
to have been made due to a change 
in format which calls for the con- 
ferencier to act also in some ot 
the sequences. 

Lavout, however, gave Kollmar 
little to do aside from bringing on 
the turns and, in general, it 
emerged merely as an average va- 
riety show. Majority of the pro- 
gram’s talent stemmed from the 
Blue Angel, the Herbert Jacoby- 
Max Gordon east side N. Y. bistro. 
On hand from that spot were the 


singing duo of Martha Wright & 
“Hayes Gordon; songstress-impres- 
sionist Louise Howard. and war- 
bler Ronnie Deauville. All were 


only mildly affective as was comic 
Georgie Kay. 

Rounding out the session 
Steve Condos’ sock tap turn. 
stepping was weli mounted inas- 
much as the terper did his rou- 
tines on a smaller stage flanked 
by curtains. Cameras picked this 
up well. Finale was the June Tay- 
lor line whose balleting amid a 
winter-scene set came as a néat 
conirast to the weekend's heat. 


was 
His 


“Toast of the Town” rebounded 

par level Sunday night (12) 
with a strong variety lineup near- 
ly all the way. But video’s rapid 
exhaustion of material is begin- 
ning to tell on the show. It was 
evident in the case of topliner Pat 
Henning, a very funny comic do- 
ing a repeat on “Toast.” With only 
a couple of minor variations, Hen- 
ning duplicated his previous rou- 


to 


tine word for word and gesture 
for gesture. Considering video's 
expanding audience, this reprise 


still has novelty appeal but there 
are obvious dangers in over-dupli- 
cation. 

Other phrases of the show, how- 


ever, were new and nicely paced. 
Toni Harper, 12-year-old blues 
singer, socked over a couple ol 


tunes in top style while avoiding 
the usual precocious mannerisms. 
A good New York “folk’’ monolog 
was delivered by Sam Levenson, a 
comedy newcomer, but emcee Ed 
Sullivan raised too much expecta- 
tion by over-billing his originality 
He also overstayed. Burns’ Birds 
was a cute animal opener and a 
trampoline team, Los Montes de 
Oca, handled the acrobatic fare 
with good form. It was a mistake, 
however, to spot Mary Ann Me- 
Cue, winner of the Bridgeport P. 
T. Barnum festival “Jenny Lind” 
coniest, and singer John Blair, 
both semi-pros, late in the pro- 
ceedings back-to-back. 


“Front Row Center” on Du- 
Mont was given a strong boost by 
the addition of Jan Murray as regu- 
lar emcee Friday (10). Besides 
dishing up several good comedy 
routines, Murray supplied that air 
of confident professional savvy to 
a talented, but young collection of 
performers. Tops among the lat- 
ter was Marilyn Cantor who 
showed firstrate comedienne poten- 
tia! in her series of impressions ot 
gal singers auditioning for a show. 
It was a freshly conceived and 
cleverly executed bit of satire. An- 
other comedy turn was delivered 
by Artie Dann who makes slightly 
too much of his large schnoz in 
an imitative style. 

Some of the vaudeo items were 
rough-edged but the youngsters 
definitely aren’t tired. Sharper 
routining could have helped greatly 
by cutting down the running time 
of the weaker acts and building up 
the stronger ones. Dance team of 
Hal Lehman and Joan Fields and 
blues singer Barbara Ashley, for 
instance. should have been spotted 
more prominently at the expense 
of an overlong cowboy number by 
Christine Karner and Richard 
Morris. and a fair quartet, the 
Holidays 





Faye Emerson was on a bicycle 


Sunday night from “Meet the 
Girls” to “Author Meets Critics 
(Earl Wilson), segueing from 


Radio City to Toots Shor’s where 
the boniface, Mrs. Wilson, Virginia 
Peterson and Peter Donald were 
on John K. M. McCaffrey’s panel. 
Miss Peterson was decidedly anti- 
Wilson, the latter stating that he 
decided to steal from himself, i.e., 
put his own gag anthology into 
book form, yclept “Let ‘Em Eat 
Cheesecake.” Marring the tele- 
cast was the occasional talking 
over one another . On “Girls,” 
Paul Winchell more than held his 
own, utilizing his dummy as clever 
foil for barbs and gallantry, as 
the ventriloquial foil pitched woo 
ai Miss Emerson. Maggi McNellis 
Was an excellent moderator 
Binnie Barnes, Nancy Kelly and 
Florence Pritchett rounding out 


with | 
| effect 


« 


the jury, and a pulchritudinous as 


well as clever quintet they were, 
too. Miss Kelly’s makeup was 
overdone and needlessly too the- 
atrical with those exaggerated 
falsie eyelashes. 

“It Pays to Advertise,” on the 
NBC Repertory Theatre series 
Sunday (12), was a very dated bit 
of business. Story and situations 
of this oldie legiter seemed old- 
hat, while cast performances didn’t 
do much to heip. Production had 


aroma of corn all over it. 

Story involved the ne’er-do-well 
son of a wealthy soap manufac- 
turer, determined to prove his 
worth to his sire so that he might 
get married Laudable resolve in- 


volved him in all sorts of improb- 
able situations, very few of them 
amusing Frank Albertson, as a 
pressagent down on his luck, made 
a breezy attempt to give plausi- 
bility to the varn, but burlesqued 
quality of the other performances 


destroved any chance of it. An- 
thony Randall's heavy mugging 
and grimacing, in particular, was 


superfluous, directorial 


lapses 


indicating 


Boris Karloff, for the umpteenth 
time, gave his characterization of a 
mad scientist on “Suspense,” CBS 
horror series, last Tuesday (7). Ap- 


pearing in “The Yellow Scart,” 
Karlott infused more menace into 
the show than was warranted by 


the Halsted Welles’ adaptation of 
Thomas Burke's short story. Vague 
plot, which ended in a double mur- 
der for no clear reason, had more 
atmosphere than substance Sug- 
gestions of impending terror were 
thrown out and never developed, 
leaving that deceived feeling of 
“what gives?” 

The thesping, however, was first- 
rate. Although delivering a fa- 
miliar role, Karlotf managed to 
add another inflection of evil to 
his part. As his young wife, Felicia 
Montealegre played with skill and 
verve. Three settings and the 
camera handling were also good. 


Texaco Star Theatre hit a book- 
ing snag when Brian Donlevy and 
Frances Langford cancelled out at 
the last minute. Maxie Rosen- 
bloom and Horace MeMahon were 
called in hurriedly and helped con- 


tribute to a sprightly and enter- 
taining show Strength of the 
Milton Berle nonsense was in the 
sketches. Rosenb!oom did Romeo 
in the balcony scene, while Berle 
was Juliet. an inherently funny 


premise milking the situation for 
many laughs. The slapstick court- 
room scene with McMahon and 
doubletalker Al Kelly assisting 
also provided its quota of laughs 
as did the glee club session. The 
various scenes were staged with 
skill which belied the hurried sub- 
stitutions. 


Sam and Bella Spewack’s “Boy 
Meets Girl,” originally presented 
as a legiter 14 years ago and sub- 
sequently as film and radio attrac- 
tions, was adapted to video last 
week via CBS’ “Studio One.” The 
Spewacks’ razzle-dazzle commen- 
tary on Hollywood and its film- 
making shenanigans was consid- 
ered wacky material back in 1935. 
when George Abbott endowed it 
with some slick direction and a 
sterling acting combo of Allyn 
Jocelyn, Everett Sloane. Joyce 
Arling and Royal Beal. 

The Warners’ pic translation for 
James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Frank 
McHugh. Marie Wilson and Ralph 
Bellamy in 1937 retained the essen- 
tial Spewack zaniness. But in com- 
pleting the three-way entertain- 
ment media cycle, “Studio One's 
TV version stripped it of humor by 
rehashing a cold dish and serving 
it up with poor casting 

It could be that. in the interven- 
ing vears, our concept of Holly- 
wood has changed. Or, again. the 
playback of a too-frequently  re- 
prised theme just scratches. Some- 
how, the cast never just sparked. 
Sarah O'Connell was a poor run- 
nerup for Marie Wilson, while 
Hume Cronvn and Edward An- 
drews as the writing team weren't 
too inspired. 

Richard Maney, an unemployed 
legit pressagent, guested Monday 
night (13) on the “Newsweek Views 
the News” program on the DuMont 
network to tell about “the current 
theatre ticket scandal” ‘it was 
billed as that in moderator Ernest 


K Lindley’s introduction) | on 
Broadway. In general, Maney’s at- 
titude reflected the prevailing 


evnicism of Broadway manager- 
agent-theatre treasurer circles that 
the current investigation of ticket 
distribution abuses is merely an- 
other of the periodic hullabaloos 
on the subject on that it Pe 
w over with no practic 
eftec sg described John M. Mur- 
tagh, N. Y. commissioner of inves- 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 


| With Tris Speaker, Len Roof Daily 


| Leisy Brewing 

WEWS, Cleveland 

(McCann Erickson) 

| WEWS, after a rocky start with 
voices on its video handling of 
home games, is bringing the Cleve- 
land Indians to its television au- 
dience with a_ better-than-average 
reportorial account and some slick 
pictures. 

Only half the home games are 
sponsored; Leisy taking 50% of the 
cost with the station assuming the 
rest ot the budget. Announcer 
trouble, at the opening of the sea- 
son, was due to original sports- 
caster handling AM account of an- 
other brew, and sponsors objected 
Tris Speaker, former Tribe great, 
was introduced. His mike work has 
improved tremendously, but. still 
lacks the grace and finese the Gray 


Eagle showed when covering the 
open spaces at League Park. Len 
Roof is a promising youngster 


Video-wise, a three-camera crew 


under Ernest Sindelar does itself 
proud. It’s on everv play and crew 
moves in velvet-like transition 


from scene to scene 
Commercials are strong at open- 
ing and close. but there’s no sell 
copy between innings, a commend- 
able format that makes for custo- 
mer appeal. Mark 
STOP, LOOK AND LEARN 
With Mr. and Mrs. Harold Isbell, 
audience participants 
30 Mins., Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
WGN-TV, Chicago 


This femme-angled giveaway set 


a new local record, both for a high 
tide in the number of prizes, and 


a low ebb in entertainment. Emcee 
Harold Isbell, between commer- 
cials, gives away prizes to prac- 
tically any elderly woman wander- 
ing on the set 

Format has Isbell, assisted by 
“Aunt Mary,” his wife, conducting 
a home economics contest wherein 
a four-women jury selects the best 
household trick for the grand prize. 
It’s topped off by a hat making 
contest for the “five lucky losers,” 
with Isbell modeling them a la Tom 
Breneman. 

Tricks are pretty primitive—how 
to pick up broken glass; measure 
lard for cooking: remove cherry 
stains from hands: keep a paint can 


from spilling. Grand prize was 
won by a femme who spoiled a 
perfectly good grapetruit by 


thrusting flowers into it for a table 
decoration 

Isbell moves through show with 
a grim laugh like a soldier ordered 


to his post. Aunt Marv, his as- 
sistant, actively aided in a sort of 
general confusion by lagging with 


the props and repeatedly walking 
in front of the contestants 
Commercials were handled all 
right. but there were so many 
prizes given away—flowers, table 
ware, jewels, underclothing—it 
was hard to tell which was pro- 
gram and which was plug. _ it’s 
even harder to tell who's going to 
watch this show. Mart. 








THE MAGIC MILLION 
With Ben Grauer, narrator; Frank 

Folsom, others 
40 Mins., Tues. (7), 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TY, from New York 

Ceremonies attending RCA’s pro- 
duction of its 1,000,000th video 
tube were fashioned into a 40-min- 
ute TV presentation last week via 
an NBC-TV_ pickup from the RCA 
tube plant in Lancaster, Pa., with 
Ben Grauer doing the running 
commentary. As such special-event 
features go. it was overlong, leav- 
ing the uncomfortable feeling that 
NBC was overdoing the traileriz- 
ing of the parent company 

Some of the shots detailing the 
intricacies of whipping a finished 
tube into shape, added up to an 
interesting lesson in electronics 
for the scientific-minded. But it left 
Grauer burdened down with a 
thankless chore. Nevertheless, with 


his usual self-composure, he even 
maneuvered the fluff of a script 
writer's identification of RCA 
nrexv Frank Folsom as “‘vice pres!- 
dent” with a grace and ad libbed 
coverup that bespeaks a master 
craftsman among the announcer 


be it at the mike or be- 
Rose 


fraternity 
fore the camera 


tigations. as a “singularly naive 
gentleman.” noted that theatre 
owners rather than producers have 
complete charge of ticket distribu- 
tion, and pooh-poohed the sugges- 
tion that a central ticket agenc) 
might improve the present situa- 
tion. In one of those elaborately 
casual gestures he also displayed 
four tickets for last night's (Tues.) 
verformance of “South Pacific.” 
two in row F. seats 114-115 of the 
orchestra. and two “in left field.” 
but “refused to answer” Lindley’s 
question how he obtained them 
During the interlude, Maney and 
Newsweek staffers Tom Lenning 
and John Lardner injected some 
ribbing about the Cardinal and 
Dodger pennant chances. 


| FEATURE STORY 


iscores are also given. 


| 
| 


With Dwight Weist, narrator; 
filmed sequences 

| Producer: Dwight Weist 

Writer-Director: Newton E. Melt- 


zer 

30 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. 

Procter & Gamble 

NBC-TV, from New York 
(Compton ) 

Last week's “public audition” on 
Procter &  Gamble’s “Fireside 
Theatre” (NBC) was a new package 
called “Feature Story,” a pictorial 


presentation (using a_ series of 
filmed sequences) of the type of 
material to be found in Sunday 


newspaper magazine supplements 


in effect, it’s a switch on the 
newsreels’ Page 1 coverage tech 
nique, in this instance the camera- 
man exploring and detailing the 
life of an Air Force transoceanic 
hostess: the vissicitudes of 10c toll 
collector on the Henry Hudson 
Parkway in N. Y., and the experi 
ences of a crime photographet 
in hot pursuit of on-the-spot 
photos. Dwight Weist is the nar- 
rator and interviewer in each in- 
stance 

The idea, perhaps. is a sound 
one. But as it unreeled on “Fire- 
side Theatre,” it made for rather 
listless programming It might 
have been the unexciting material 
or again the lack of any dramatic 
continuity, but at least to one 
viewer the feeling was inescapable 
that such items make more inter 
esting reading Rose 


NANCY WRIGHT SHOW 
With Miss Wright, Gordon Pace 
Director: Barry McKinley 
15 Mins., Wed., 8:15 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WGN-TV, Chicago 
Singer Nancy Wright, aided by 


pianist Gordon Pace, preems in a 
bouncy musical series that shows 
personality and capable vocalizing 
Format is bedrock—all action cen- 
ters around the keyboard 

Debut caught a geographical pat- 
tern built of such numbers as ‘My 


Indiana Home,” “Stars Fell on 
Alabama,” “Georgia.” ‘'Basin 
Street.” “St. Louis Woman” and 
“Chicago.” Miss Wright sings 


while sitting, standing and walking 
and does well at all three 

Playing by Pace was okay accom- 
paniment, but when he chipped in 
with vocal snatches, viewers had to 


strain to hear him. Poor camera 
work hurt the show—at one time 
only a quarter section of Miss 
Wright was visible while she was 
* singing 

Femme warbler revealed some 
intensive early training in her 


stagewise procedure Eexcessive 
makeup annoyed viewers on close- 
ups. Mart 
WHAT'S NEXT 
With Howard Reug, Margaret Hal- 

bert, Steve Hall Trio; Guests 
Director: Arnold Wilkes 
6 p.m., Mon.-to-Fri, 
Participating 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Longest local show, this is 
plotted to provide continuity and 
background for a series of spot 
commercials. Results are not too 
consistent from entertainment 
viewpoint, although sponsors (a 
Troy bank, Albany store, Lathams 
rug concern, etc.) may be pleased. 
Videos are too drawn out; material 
is too weak; divertissment is too 
thin. 

Howard Reig, one of WGY'’s best 
known personalties, attempts a 
comedy overload. Margaret Hal- 


bert, who recently succeeded Eileen 


gives him insufficient 
support. Another gal—identified 
only as Barbara—wanders in and 
out, sometimes she plays straight. 
on other occasions she does a 
Slightly dizzy character. Contribu- 
tions by the trio and guest vocalists 
—they include Marion Maul and 
Elsie Ann Marco—are diverting. 
Top telecast, of a number viewed, 
was that in which Monty Woolley 
and former Mayor Clarence H. 
Knapp guested to Trailer Woolle. 
Dav in Saratoga Springs Aug. 1 
opening of racing season’. Woolley 
adhered to his basic “Man Who 
Came to Dinner” character in an 
interview. which held interest and 
humor, although in spots it bor- 
dered on rudeness. Bearded actor. 
who televised beautifully in certain 
shots. warmed up to graciousness 
as he sang a comedy tune. which 
he quipped Cole Porter had com- 


Hanrahan, 


posed in an hour and aé half. 
Woolleyv’s “front” overawed_ the 
eager Reig and Miss Halbert. but 


he looked a strong possibility for 
video network guest dates. Knapp, 
author of a book on sob ballads of 
the Gav Nineties and featured sev- 
eral vears ago on a WGY program, 
warbled one nicely. He _ photo- 
graphed well 

Grouping of musicians in latest 
telecast viewed was below par; Miss 
De Marco, whose hair-do inter- 
fered. was principal victim. Per- 
formers should watch the peering 
for cues. 

Program takes name from fact 
it tabs shows coming up. Baseball 
Jaco. 


LIGHT UP THE SKY 

(Ford Television Theatre) 

With Glenn Anders, Sam Levene, 
Phyllis Povah, Carol Goodner, 
Audrey Christie, Barry Nelsen, 
Bartlett Robinson, Carol Frank; 
Cy Feuer, music 


| Writer: Moss Hart 


Adaptation: Ellis Marcus, Max Wilk 

Director: Mare Daniels 

Producers: Garth Montgomery, 
Ellis Sard 

60 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. 

FORD 

CBS-TV, from New York 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

Television matured quite a few 

notches Monday night (ll) when 

the CBS hour-iong “Ford Theatre” 

carried a video adaptation of Moss 

Hart's “Light Up the Sky.” which 


closed a few wecks back on Broad- 
wa) “Sky” wi a last-minute 
substitution, whipped together in 
less than a week for its TV show- 
casing, following Metro’s nix of 
the scheduled “Edward, My Son.” 

As adapted to tele by Ellis 
Marcus and Max Wilk and directed 
by Mare Daniels, with most of the 
Broadway legit cast intact, Hart's 
comedy of anguish and ecstasies 


attending an out-of-town opening 


came off as one of the TV treats 
of the season. 
The combination of topnotch 


legit performances and some slick 


playwrighting vested the produc- 
tion with a spark seldom found 
in the comedy department of 
video dramatics. 1His) was 
coupled with a smart. stream- 
lined adaptation that captured 
the flavor, skill and raciness of 
Hart's verbal pyrotechnics (with 


even the borderline nuances), while 
at the same time eliminating mast 
of the dull stretches of the original 
play 

Conversion of “Sky” to 
screen as living-room fare 
provocative intra-industry 
for in effect here was one of the 
rare instances, if not the first, of 
a fresh - off - Broadway production 
getting a “sneak’’ projection te 
determine its potential for films. 
The eifect of such immediacy par- 
ticularly in an era of multi-million 
viewers, in reacting as a boon or 
hindrance in the sale of legit 
material to pix, is already a matter 
of trade controversy which will 
have considerable bearing on the 


the TV 
raises 
tacets, 


pacting of legit-T V-pix rights 
hen. oforth. 

Camera treatment on “Sky” was 
excellent, no small factor in the 


success of the overall TV produc- 
tion. The camera boys for the most 
part played it straight from the 
shoulder, capturing all the subt- 
leties and intimacies in “reducing” 
the legiter to TV camera size. For 
the most part the production was 


confined within the framework of 
Hart's single setting of a Boston 
hotel suite, save for one or two 


minor deviations to embrace a bar 
and the hotel corridor. 
But chiefly it was in the sterling 


performances, notably of Sam 
Levene, Audrey Christie, Phyllis 
Povah, Barry Nelson and Glenn 


Anders (all of the original Broad- 
way cast) and Carol Goodner (in 
the role created by Virginia Field 
in the legiter), that gave “Sky” its 
distinctiveness as slick video pro- 
gramming. Certainly it suggested, 
if nothing else, that a lot of TV 
cures lie in bringing to the medium 
the type of acting that endowed 
“Sky’.s with an exacting vrofes- 
sionalism. Pose, 





JEAN O’BRIEN ENTERTAINS 
Director: Lee Hail 

15 Mins., Thurs., 6:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNHC-TV, New Haven 

Here’s a recently acquired sus- 
tainer that exhibited considerable 
smoothness on program caught (2), 
With plenty of latitude for subject 
matter, this particular quarter hour 
had Jean O’Brien as hostess-inter- 
viewer to Van Williams, harpist. 

Opening in the conventional 
manner of questions and answers, 
both the videogenic Miss O'Brien 
and Williams were completely at 
ease in conversation relative to 
harp musie and composers. For 
animation, Williams then described 
the various elements of the instru- 
ment, mentioning why certain 
strings are colored, the functions 
of the pedals, naming the magnolia 
wood of the frame, etc He also 
demonstrated how special effects 
could be obtained by threading 
paper through the strings and by 
thumping an accompaniment on 
wooden portion. Sagely spaced 
throughout were three selections, 
concluding with an original com- 
position. 

Direction slipped up briefly on 
two occasions, once in holding 
camera on hostess while guest (un- 
seen) was answering a question, 
and again in utilizing a stance that 
hid musician behind the harp while 
he was plaving. Otherwise, it was 
efficient staging. 

Camera work was good, an ex- 
ceptionally artistic effect being 
achieved in catching Miss O’Brien 
as a backdrop through the harp 
strings. Bone. 


i? 








25 i 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 15, 1949 





























































DAILY VARIETY: 
SPIKE JONES JACKPOT JUNKET 


Grosses $1,212,313 on 124 One-Niters; 
Record for Comic 

Spike Jones’ troupe grossed $1,212,313 at 
the boxoffice on the four-month one-niter 
barnstorming tour from which outfit returned 
here to base last week. Playing 124 perform- 
arices in 101 towns, Jones drew 460,023 pay- 
ing customers. Figures, all-time high for 
Jones, represent one of the heftiest grosses 

of the sort in years. 

Jones’ gross is $599,200. Six one-niters 
were undertaken on flat guarantees of $3.500 
per performance. All the other dates were on 
that guarantee against percentage privile ges 
ranging from 50 to 60%. 


CHICAGO TIMES: “To the seven lively arts, 
Spike has now added an eighth-BEDLAM.” 


DALLAS, TEX. MORNING NEWS: “The potency 
of Spike Jones and his City Slickers was 
demonstrated Saturday evening when more 
than 4,800 Dallasites braved a nastv, rainy 
night and slick streets to fill State Fair Audi- 
torium to its 4,301 seating capacity. plus the 
addition of 279 extra chairs in orchestra pit 
and the rear.” 


PHILA. ENQUIRER: “Leaving the stage a sham- 
bles after each performance, Snike Jones and 
his City Slickers shake the audience into the 
aisles with laughter.” 


DAVENPORT DEMOCRAT: “Saturday night the 
State fire laws prevented any more from en- 
tering the Temple. Spike’s show was the 
dream of every performer—a sellout.” 


NASHVILLE, TENN. BANNER: SPIKE’S SHOW 
SPLITS SIDES OF AUDIENCE.” 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. THE STATES: “Spike Jones 
and his maniacal musical merrymakers can 
be compared with a surrealistic Dali painting 
set to music.” 

BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE: “The boys are 


talented instrumentalists who simply satirize 
the same music you hear in Symphony Hall.” 


OKLA. CiTY DAILY OKLAHOMAN: “If laughter 
is healthy, then there are 6,500 Oklahoma 
City residents who are immune from disease 
for some time to come.” 


READING, PA. TIMES: “Standing-room only 

crowds saw both shows last night and carried 

on like crazy.” 

OTTAWA, ONT. JOURNAL: “Ten thousand 

screaming fans heralded the triumph of Spike 
ones. 


ROCHESTER N. Y. TIMES-UNION: “Two hours 
after leaving the Auditorium, we are still 
talking to ourselves—and find it impossible to 
translate our ravings into print.” 


CLEVELAND, O. NEWS: “If you haven't lauched 
in twenty years, the zany antics, wild melodic 
frenzies and astute, magnificent showmanshin 
of Jones’ City Slickers will break you down.” 
DETROIT FREE PRESS: “For sheer madness that 
begets a maximum of mirth and some good 
melody, Spike Jones and his City Slickers are 
beyond compare.” 

WASHINGTON POST: “The great maestro 
Jones disappointed no one.” 


LANCASTER, PA. NEW ERA: 
came, honked and conquered.” 


BATON ROUGE, LA. TIMES: “Ten thousand 
Jones’ addicts laughed themselves -illy.” 
HOUSTON, TEX. POST: “The “Musical Depre- 
ciation Revue’ was presented here under the 
sponsorship of Ted Roggen, who could hardly 
find a seat for hiniself.”, 


RICHMOND, VA. TIMES-DISPATCH: “The show 
moves at a racing, robust pace, and laughs 
come so fast that only afterwards is it evident 
that Spike and his company are as expert as 
they are fantastic.” 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. NEWS: “SPIKE JONES 
AND GANG SENT 5.000 FANS HOME 
ACHING WITH LAUGHTER.” 


HARTFORD DAILY COURANT: “Spike’s fellows 
keep you entertained with scarcely a minute's 
letup. Fast-moving, original and completely 
informal, but withal very well planned.” 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE: 
surrealistic touches.” 


CHICAGO SUN: “What he does to Licbestraum 
has been needed for years.” 


JOURNAL OF COMMERCE: “It’s an uninhibited 
picnic for kids, lowbrows and highbrows.” 


CHICAGO DAILY NEWS: 
Javish feast of fun.” 


CHICAGO HERALD-AMERICAN: 
you a barrel of laughs.” 


BS. F. EXAMINER: “SPIKE GIVES OUT = 
AND HOW!” 


S$. F. CHRONICLE: 





“Spike Jones 





“The show was rich in 


gt TE at eet 


“Spike's stage revue 


“It will give 


“SPIKE’S ‘MUSICAL DE- 
PRECIATION REVUE,’ AS IT IS APTLY 
NAMED, IS NONSENSE REPRESENT- 
ING A TRIUMPH FOR THE FORCES OF 
UNREASON.” 


L. A. TIMES: “Spike made it a violently enjoy- 
able event.” 


KANSAS CITY TIMES: “The wide-faced, gum- 
chewing Jones put his band through a rapid- 
fire, gag-a-second show that kept the forty- 
one hundred customers roaring with laugh- 
ter.” 
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124 


Performances 


101 
Cities in 
4 Months 


460,023 
People 


19,000 


miles 


a 


GROSS: 
1.212.313 
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RCA VICTOR RECORDS 
* 


SPIKE JONES 
COCA-COLA PROGRAM 
CBS NETWORK 
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MUSIC CORPORATION 
OF AMERICA 
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Personal Management 


ARENA STARS, INC. 
Ralph Wonders, President 
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Television Station 
now use 
ZOOMAR 
LENSES 


for 

STUDIO and 
REMOTE 
PRODUCTION 


| nually 


WMAR-TV, Baltimore 
WBKB, Chicago 
WNBGQ, Chicago 
WENR, Chicago 
WGN-TV, Chicago 
WLWT, Cincinnati 
WCPO, Cincinnati 
WBNS, Columbus 
WLWC, Columbus 
WLWD, Dayton 
WBAP, Fort Worth 
KTSL, Hollywood 
KFI-TV, Los Angeles 
KTLA, Los Angeles 
KNBH, Los Angeles 
WAVE, Louisville 
WTMJ, Milwaukee 
WNBT, New York 
WCBS, New York 
WJZ-TV, New York 
WPIX, New York 
WFIL-TV, Philadelphia 
WPTZ, Philadelphia 
KGO, San Francisco 
WMAL, Washington 


TELEVISIO 
ZOOMAR 
CORP. 


JACK PEGL&tR 


General Manager 


292 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 
Phone: MU 5-0924 


iin society, 


Ottawa, June 14. 
Canadian Manufacturers Assn. 
was told by seven speakers at the 
CMA annual convention in New 
Brunswick that video would revo- 
lutionize Canadian life socially and 
economically. Manufacturers were 


| advised to prepare to provide 250.- 


receiving sets an- 


few years. 


television 
within 

Video, the CMA 
told, was the biggest 
occurrence since the advent of the 
automobile in terms of jobs. wages, 
upped living standards and factory 


000 
a 
members were 
peacetime 


action. They were warned that, to 
make Canadian video a_ success, 
there had to be close cooperation 


between the government, industry 
and private stations 

A. D. Dunton, chairman of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. board 


of governors, called TV “the most 
vivid and effective means of mass 


communication yet devised by man 
—a great potential power for good 
and the reverse.” Dun- 
ton told CMA that the best video 
shows of the U.S. would be brought 
to Canadian dialers when Canada 
TV got under way 

S. M. Finlayson, Canada Marconi 
Co., referred to the problem of 
video in Canada where there were 
vast expanses and sparse popula- 
jtion, but “given a tree hand,” 
| Canada could handle it. He sug- 
| gested licenses be granted appli- 
|eants from Montreal, Toronto and 
| Western Ontario, and the CBC to 
handle other regions such as Hali- 
fax, Vancouver and Winnipeg. 

Finlayson saw Canadian video in 
operation late in 1950 if the green- 
light came soon enough. 


mem TY to Revolutionize Canadian Life: 


250,000 Sets Seen as Annual Need 





12 NABBED IN FRISCO 
TELE ‘CASTING FRAUD 


San Francisco, June 14. 
San Francisco’s “Bunco Squad” 
this week arrested Don O'Neil, 24, 


of Los Angeles, and 11 others, ot 
whom three were women, for op- 
erating a “television casting stu- 
dio” which allegecly victimized 
scores of women and their chil- 
dren by promising to place them 


in television 

The raid was engineered by the 
Better Business Bureau which had 
emploved a_ private investigator 
after hundreds of complaints had 


been received by the bureau. 

The studio followed the _ fa- 
miliar pattern of calling phone 
numbers at random on the pre- 
text of conducting a survey. A 
few davs later an agent of the 
studio called at the home and re- 
quested that children be brought 


to the studio for a television test. 
Fees were exacted to the extent of 
$80 for “training classes’ with 
promise of “casting” to follow. 

Books seized by police indicated 
that 10 to 12 “clients” a day were 
being enrolled. O’Neill headed the 
studio 





Feroe to WGAL-TV 


Lancaster, June 14. 
Barton K. Feroe, formerly in 
charge of radio and television at 
Foltz-Wessinger, Ine., Lancaster, 
has joined the staff of WGAL-TV, 


Walter King, the society's radio-T\ 





in the sales department. His place 
at Foltz-Wessinger has been taken 


Syracuse — John L. McNevin, ia Sale Y. tate ~ 
formerly of WNDR, has joined the |) oe ne ean aneration J 
announcing staff of TV_ station WGAL-TV began operation June 
WHEN here. He had previously 1. Laneaster thus becomes the 
done freelance work as m.c. on. smallest city in U. S. to have its 


WHEN video quiz programs. own television station 


Inside Television 


National Military Establishment is preparing to circularize all video 
stations to determine whether they wished to be notified by mail. collect 
phone, or collect wire on availability of NME news film releases. Curtis 

| Mitchell, chief of the news division, of NME Public Information Office, 
| said that hereafter film footage shot by the armed forces and available 
for the television stations will be classed as either feature. spot news 
or special material. 

Mitchell last week- worked out a deal to recognize a television news- 
reel pool to work with the armed services in getting the motion picture 

| footage out quickly for use by television outlets. A meeting was held 
at the Pentagon on the matter. Present were Mitchell, John Adams, his 
deputy, Jose Yovin, chief of the pictorial branch, and Charles Dillon, 
chiet of the radio-TV branch. For the industry there were Jesse Sabin, 
‘of NBC-TV, and William Montague, of Telenews, Inc., for the national 
television newsreels, and Harry W. Krause, manager of Philadelphia 
Inquirer newsreel, indie reel servicing WFIL-TF in Philadelphia, who 
appeared for the indies. 





Split-screen teleeasting will be tried for the first time between Chi 
and N. Y. on Thursday, June 23. on NBC-TV’s “Howdy Doody” when 
| the cowboy puppet and Clarabell appear in the Windy City while Bob 
Smith remains in Gotham. 

Smith will fly to Chi and do the entire show from there the following 
day. Smith and his puppets will probably appear on the Judy Slinters 
stanza, Which has shifted its origination from Hollywood to Chi, and 
the femme puppet will visit the “Howdy” program. Purpose of the 
junket is to hypo midwest interest in the telecast 

Doris Day has secured rights to appear on television, thus becoming 
one of the first stellar names in major studios, where tele appearances 
are verboten, to have a tree hand in lining up any and all tele stints 
she has a mind to do. Miss Day is under personal contract to Michael 
Curtiz, who permitted the tele clause when he signed her in order to 
get the topranking radio-records chirp for pix. At that time he was 
head of Curtiz Productions, releasing through Warners. Since then 
Curtiz has dissolved his production unit and 4s on a straight director 
ticket at Warners, with studio picking up Miss Day's check. Actress, 
accordingly, is sole term thesp on the lot who retains teevee rights. 
Among the possibilities for her bow on tele is featured spot with Bob 
Hope on a tele show being planned by the comic. In addition to the 
Hope deal, her managers. Century Artists, are lining up other tele 
chores. 


> 


Richard Haves. 19-year-old singer on Art Ford's WPIX, N. Y.. show. 
signed for a recording contract before the stanza’s cameras last 
week Hayes, who had been told that his disk pact negotiations had 
| been nixed, was called to the mike to meet John Hammond, Mercury 
Records v.p. Latter surprised him by taking a contract from his coat 
pocket and the pair inked the document on the air. 


Was 


Paramount's Hollywood television outlet, KTLA, was picked up in 
Mindon, La., on June 2 and in Brenham, Tex., on June 3, according to 
letters received from those two towns by Klaus Landsberg. Freak at- 
mospheric conditions carried the KTLA signal into Mindon and Bren- 
ham on the consecutive days. Each town received the video and audio 
for 30 minutes before signal faded completely. Mindon is 1.440 airmiles 
from Hollywood, better than half way to New York. Brenham is 1,280 

miles from L.A 

American Cancer Society reports that the four television networks 
have been giving its current drive an effective assist According to 
director, ACS distributed nine 
vidpix, ranging in length trom 15 seconds to three minutes. During the 
month of April they were screened 101 times and during May they were 
used 28 times. ‘The network tele broadcaster made a most generous 
contribution to the cancer campaign,’ King said, “and we feel TV did 
proud by itself foy the Seciety.” 


‘Small-Town’ Tactics? 
Minneapolis, June 14. 

Eyebrows here were raised 
when the city council of Du- 
luth, Minn., passed ordinance 
banning television sets from 
saloons on grounds they tend 
to attract juveniles. Duluth, 
some 150 airline miles from 
Twin Cities, has a half-dozen 
sets able to pick up only oc- 
casional shows trom this point. 
No TV stations are yet operat- 
ing in Duluth, of some 125.- 
000 population. 

Bill Krueger. newscaster of 
KDAL, Duluth, used action as 
tryout of radio’s right to edi- 
torialize. He said council was 
trying to put hex on fascinating 
new industry. “How small- 
town can you get?” he asked. 


| 


' 


WSYR-TV PRIMED FOR 
MID-FALL INAUGURAL 





Syracuse, June 14. 
WSYR-TY will be on the air by 
mid-fall, according to Harry C. 


Wilder, WSYR prexy, and will have 
NBC video service by the end of 
autumn. American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. is working on a 
microwave relay link between A} 
bany and this city. which connect 
up with WKTYV, Utica. 
has been 
WSYR-TV’s” transmitter 
at Sentinel Heights and 
tion is proceeding rapidly 
call for a 200-foot tower, 1,640 feet 


broken for 
building 
construc- 


Ground 


above sea level and 1,200 feet above | 
in- | 


studies 
will cover 
miles in 
persons 


Engineering 
the station 
5,310 square 
than 500,000 


ithe city. 
dicate that 
jan area of 
which more 
live. 


‘Top This’ Mulled 
For AM-TV Spread 


Seidenberg Cigars is mulling 
sponsorship of “Can You Top 
This?” on WOR and WOR-TV, 


N. Y.. when the video station bows 
in late this summer. Problem 
maining to be cleared up is wheth- 
er the show will be simulcast or 
presented in separate AM and TV 
versions. 

On June 20, Seidenberg will 
drop “Yesterday s Newsreel,”’ 
which it has backed on WCBS-TV, 
N. Y., for 26 weeks a once- 
weekly 15-minute presentation. 
Frederic W. Ziv package has been 
picked up by WNBT, NBC-TV's 
New York outlet, for twice-weekly 
screening. “‘Newsreel” will start 
July 4 and will run a minimum of 
39 weeks. 


as 





WOR-TV Rate Card 


To Duplicate Radio’s. 


WOR-TV, N. Y.. which is aiming | 


for an August starting date, will 
use the same rate card as its AM 
parent station, according to sales 
veepee Pete Maddux. Basic class 


A rate will be $1,200 per hour, with 
of facili- | 


costs 
and 


bankrollers to pay 
ties, kinescoping 
charges. 


rehearsal 


Preem of the station depends on 
the weather, which has been slow- ! 


ing construction of its tower. Steel- 
workers are hampered by wind, 


the effect of which increases as the | 


tower grows. Structure has now 
reached 700 feet. with 200 to go. 


TV for Jack Smith? 


Hollywood, June 14 





Telecasting of the Jack Smith | 
Oxydol show in the fall is in the 
works. Gail Smith was here from 


Dancer - Fitzgerald - Sample, last 
week to huddle with Smith and his 


co-stars on the five-a-week strip, 
Dinah Shore and Margaret Whit- 
ing, on televising the layout. He 
also inked Miss Whiting as replace- 
ment for Martha Tilton, who has 
moved over to the Curt Massey 
show. : 


Miss Shore continues with Smith 
Tuesday through Thursday. Miss 
Whiting will be on the Monday and 


Friday segments. Hangovers are 
F rank De Vol and orch, director 
Bill Brennan and scripter Glenn 


Wheaton, on CBS. 





WTTV’'s Ind. U. Games 


Indianapolis, June 14 
Sarkes Tarzian, owner of WTTV. 
Bloomington. Ind., announces he 
plans to televise all Indiana Uni- 
versity home football and basket- 
ball games starting this fall. 
Station will begin 


jtion jn time for fall sports, he said. 


Plans | 


re= | 


test signals | 
soon ana Start full telecast opera- | 


Bill Boyd Nixes 
TV ‘Hopalongs’ 


Hollywood, June 14. 


Bill Boyd has refused to make 
“Hopalong Cassidy”’ telepix be- 
| cause he feels they'll look too cheap 
| against current motion pictures 
| being leased for television. Actor 
said pix can’t be made for $10,000 
to stand up against his old films 
| He will make a TV series titled 
“Motor Log,” starting in Septem- 
ber, which Capitol 
financing. Cap will handle 
distribution of pix. Disker recent- 
ly set up a video division. 

Boyd will tour the countrs 
|camera crew which will 
rodeos, National parks, Grand 
Canyon, etc. Each film in the 13- 
week series will run 27 minutes. 
Boyd will narrate and be seen in 
the films. 





Records is 


also 


with 
filin 





_ Baltimore — Helen 
time assistant 


Powers. one- 
tim manager of WITH, 
indie AM outlet here, and. later 
chief of Powers Productions 
named administrative director of 
WAAM, local indie television sta- 
tion. 
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ACTORS! MODEES! 








ENTERTAINERS: 
“VIDEO FILM FILE” 


offers you an opportunity lo 


Get TELEVISION Jobs 


COMMER- 


WORK IN INDUSTRIAI 
CTAL FLLMS, TY COMMERCIALS, 
PACKAGE SHOWS ; 

e WE PRODUCE 4 3 - MINUTE 
SOUND MOVIE OF YOUR SPR 
CIALTY, ineluding props and 
makeup, for 850. 

@ We screen this film FREE for # 6- 


month period to Casting Directors, 
Agents, Bookers, Producers, Adver- 
tising Firms, Ete. 
@ We hold monthly 
for producers at which time 
film will be screened. 
Write, phone or drop in TODAY for 
complete information regarding ev! 


varied services. 


press receptions 
your 








VIDEO Film File Corp. 
NOY: 


220 West 4&+h S+. 
JUdson 4-52 
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Variety has 100% reader- 
ship (All PAID subscriptions) 
amongst the TOP ad agencies 
controlling 95% of ALL the 
radio and television billing! 
(Time, Talent, Spot, Transerip- 
lions, Ete.). 


, 
VARIETY 's 
forthcoming 
4th ANNUAL 
RADIO-TELEVISION 
REVIEW AND PREVIEW 
is the medium to fell these buy- 
ers just what you as a station, 
transcription company, actor, 
director, producer, writer or TV 
film producer in Radio and 











One of the many 
Special Editorial Features 
In the Forthcoming 


4th Annual 


VARIETY 
RADIO - TELEVISION 
REVIEW and PREVIEW 


Season ‘49-'50 


(OUT IN JULY) 








‘Television have to offer. And at 
the same time show them the ree- 
ord you have built for vourself, 


Make vour space reservation 


NOW at any VARIETY office. 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK 19. 
154 West 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
6311 Yucea Street 


Pee LONDON W.C. 2 
saeco I, & St. Martin’s Place 
360 N. Miehigan Avenne- ($62 dinedalgan Grymane 0244045. 
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| Jobs in TV. 


Continued from page 24 








out. also run AM, FM or combina- 
tion outlets. 

While the number of workers 
will increase as more stations take 
the air, the Department said, the 
total number of employees in tele- 
casting at present is “extremels 
small.” 

Anticipate Big AM Turnover 

In sound broadcasting, the re- 
port anticipated that employment 
will benefit as some of the 522 
applications on file in late 1946 are 


iranslated into stations this year 
and early 1950 But after these 
outlets are constructed, it said 
“new stations probably will be 
added much more slowly.’ 
Besides the opportunities, espe- 
cially for newcomers in_ radio 


which the new stations provide, 
the Department said, there will be 
vacancies from time to time at 
established stations, due to turn- 
ever and occasional expansion 
“In the long run,” it stated, “turn- 
aver is expected to provide prac- 
tically all the openings in. staff 
positions in sound broadcasting.” 

The report said that more than 
a third of the 40,000 to 45,000 full- 
time employees of the broadcast- 
ing industry are in program de- 
partments, of which announcers 
are the largest group. Only about 
200 to 300 singers and actors have 
fulitime jobs with stations and net- 
works, it found, but there are sev- 
eral thousand who work on a free- 


lance basis, mainly in New York 
aud Los Angeles 
Department’s study was‘ made 


bs the 


Branch of 











Occupational 
the Bureau 
Statistics. in cooperation with the 


Veterans’ Administration. 


Outlook 
of Labor 

















UA’s Tele 


it . 
a Continued from page 25 





out of Chicago, covering the west 


This is UA’s first strike at video in 
since Mitchell 
forced to stick close to home base. 
is Jack House 
Fuhr- 


the west, 


The New 
and 
man 


Most of 


especially 


tures 


Directors 
ticipate no 


York man 
the Chicagoan 


the product 
offering to stations has been made 
TV Very 
it is old theatrical shorts and fea- 


were 
miracles in 
from the TV department, since the 
entire field is as yet too small to 


Philip 


provide any large grosses. 





had been 


theyv are 


little of 


warned to an- 
income 





e s 
Pix Needing 
_—_——— Continued from page 244 =——— 


stations but 


will 
Academy, 
Sciences, 





become, 
Television 
whistle stop at the 


unless it moves fast it 
as stated by the 
Arts and 


end of a coaxial cable.” 


Growth 
Stations, 


the 





number of video 
telecasting of trailers on 
television screens, large-screen tel- 
evision, and phonovision were cited 


| by the commissioner as develop- 


iments which may enable the mo- 
| tion. pictures to cope with video. 
Sterling saw television as “king 
of the hill’ soon in the broadcast- 
ing field but the thought sound 
radio will provide necessary and 
valuable services “for a long time 
to come.” He suggested that a 
trend toward “selective 
of video shows, once the “novelty” 


| has worn off, would develop along | 


with listening to sound radio to 


suit the mood. 


The Commissioner, who was for- | 


merly chief engineer of FCC. said 
he didn’t have “the least idea” 
when color would be available but 
that when color receivers are de- 
veloped they will cost ‘“consider- 
ably more” than present black-and- 
white sets. The public. in buying 
monochrome receivers today, can 
be assured, he said, that color 
won't be authorized until it can be 
received on present receivers with 
minor modifications and until the 
adapters are available. FCC will 
also require, he said, that color can 
be received in black-and-white on 
present receivers with. at most, 
minor changes. 


L’ville’s 7th Preems 
Louisville, June 14. 

Louisville market’s seventh radio 
station went on the air last week 
WLRP, a 1,000 watt daytime-onl\ 
station in New Albany. Ind.. across 
the Ohio River from Louisville 
serving a primary area of about 30 
miles. 


Operated by the Ohio Valley 
Broadcasting Co., Roy Hickox is 
prez and general manager; Ray- 


mond Fields, business manager. 


viewing” | 
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Ken Murray 


Continued from page 25 





9 


| network for top names, is regarded 


| 
{ 


as high in this case because of the 
fact that Murray has no radio rep- 
utation to carry him over into 
video. 

ling his 


“Blackouts” show on the 
Coast for the past seven years, has 
|} accumulated a wealth of material 
|including blackouts, sketches, and 
various bits most of which is re- 
garded as video material. Despite 
the high price, CBS apparently 
feels that considerable money will 
be saved in writers because many 
of the bits are by now public do- 
main and others can be obtained 
merely by hiring the performer as 
sociated with the desired sketch 

It’s generally regarded that Mur- 
ray will be built up as CBS’ an- 
swer to Milton Berle on NBC. It’s 
expected that the various formats 
will be similar, and Murray’s 
modus operandi is similar to Berle 
since Murray works with most of 
the acts. 

The Murray deal recalls the fact 
{that CBS might have obtained 
Berle about a vear ago. Comic had 
been negotiating with CBS for a 
video spot, but one of the provi 
sions was that they take over his 
radio show as well Deal fell 
through. 


rochester, N. H. Jane Appleton, 
who conducted “The Lady from 
Tiny Tot Town” program at WWNH 
here, has gone to Paterson, N. J., 
to become production manager at 
the Paterson Evening News station, 
WPAT. She was formerly in radio 
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| work in Los Angeles. 

















Currently in the 
20th Century-Fox Production 


“THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
FROM BASHFUL BEND” 


THEATRES 








FROM NEW YORK TO LOS ANGELES 
CRITICS ACCLAIM RUDY VALLEE! 





hour.” 


HARRISON CARROLL— 

“The Rudy Vallee opening 
at the Cocoanut Grove was 
@ personal triumph. They 
kept him working for an 








peal.” 





LOUIS SOBOL— 

“That magic man, Rudy 
Vallee, is back in town— 
singing his familiar chants 
at the Latin Quarter—and 
it is my pleasant duty to 
report the boy from Maine 
has lost none of his ap- 











Just Completed 
20th Century-Fox Production 


“FATHER WAS A FULLBACK” 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


For MOTION PICTURES ® RADIO ® TELEVISION 
* NIGHT CLUBS ® HOTELS 


Hollywood, Calif. ° 





CRestview 5-0186 








8580 Sunset Bivd. 
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However, Murray in head- | 


'KWLM. Willmar. 


Wednesday, June 15, 1949 


=| MINN. BROADCASTERS’ 


BOARD IN JUNE MEET 


Minneapolis. June 14. 

Minnesota Broadcasters Assn. 
named new board of directors in 
mail ballot, and board gets to- 
gether first time June 20 in Min- 
neapolis. 

Members are John F. Meagher, 
KYSM, Mankato, president; C. T. 
Hagman, WLOL, Minneapolis, 
vice-president; Mel Drake, WDGY, 
Minneapolis, secretary-treasurer: 
Odin S. Ramsland, KDAL, Duluth: 
KE. J. McKellan, KVOX, Moorhead: 
Wallace E. Stone, KWOA, Worth- 
ington; James E. Delmont, KATE, 
Albert Lea, and H. W. Linder, 


N’Orleanians’ AM Bid 
New Orleans, June 14 
The Roval Broadcasting Co. of 
New Orleans has filed application 
for a new standard 250-watt station 
of unlimited hours on 1450 kilo- 
cycles. Company is comprised of 
five widely-known  Orleanians, 
Hugh M. Wilkinson, Hugh Witkin- 
son, Jr., James Wilkinson, Brig. 
Gen. Ray Hufft, adjutant general 
of Louisiana, and Cong. F. Edward 
Hebert 
The company’s requested use of 
1.450 kilocvcles and_ unlimited 
time would take over the facilities 
now used by WNOE here, which 
has been’ granted 50,000 watt 
power. 





Net Vidpic Buyers 


'———_ Continued from page 25 == 


Se ee 
or 40 at present and perhaps 
double that in the near future.” 

“Perhaps the major companies 
can afford to take’ risky long 
shots,’ Balaber says, “but the in- 
dependent producer is pretty much 
licked before he starts. Another 
problem is that all the video sta- 
tions have different and conflicting 
ideas of what they want, and sell- 
ing to them on an individual basis 
is uneconomical. There should be 
a central TV film buying agency, 
manned by a staff of experienced 
showmen, with a _ knowledge of 
audience requirements and picture 
production. Then, with a guar- 
anteed market. we could go ahead 
and shoot films specifically for 
tele.” 

Until that happens, Balaber feels, 
the stations will continue renting 
old product that has been in vaults 
for years. Or else, he says, the 
broadcasters will have to drastic- 
ally raise their budgets for fresh 
video-slanted product. 


TV Road Show : 


Continued from page 25 joa 
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‘Houle will handle set designs. He 
‘is prepping sets for four of the 


39 dramas Slott has whipped into 

video form. It is planned to carry 

two cameramen from here. 
Pre-selling the show in key TV 


markets is basic aim of Boyd and 


Slott who feel bankroller will be 
offered an immediate barrage of 
promotion for product in local 
areas, on a live basis. It is felt 
that touring the show into non- 
cable cities will afford these com- 
munities their first glimpse of top 
entertainment which doesn’t come 
out of a can. 

Budget for shows will be kept 
to a minimum. ‘Talent is cooper- 
ating on “group-theatre” salary 
setup and packagers are waiving 
profits. Houle is bringing in sets 
for each video play, including man 
hours and materials, at an average 
of $95. 








Garden, Mgrs. 








Continued from page 25 


sic Corp. of America will be the 
Garden's television agency. MCA 
will get its 10% cut off the top and 
it is believed the sum will be paid 
by the Garden. 

MCA and CBS entered the pic- 
ture when they sold their Tourna- 
ment of Champions to the Garden 
corporation. Aside from a profit on 
the T of C deal, MCA will get 4 
continuous cut for what is believed 
to be a 10-vear period. 

Inasmuch as Ballantines has 
been aligned with CBS, it's e*- 
pected that the beer firm will te] 
cast trom St. Nick and Gillette 
from the Garden. 

The Garden-managers deal will 
not apply to outdoor fights. Nego- 
tiations for fighters’ cuts and spon- 
sors will have to be done individu- 


e- 


J ually. 
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‘Newman, Costello Move | CHEVROLET SPONSORS | Two KDKA Femmes Head | 


Philly Gabbing Chores 


To Shore for Summer 


Philadelphia, June 14. 


Two Philly broadcasters 
move into the Atlantic City ether) 
for the summer months. Eddie. 
Newman, who runs a three-hour, 
six-nights-a-week show over. 
WPEN, will air his Monday eve-| 
ning segment from the Steel Pier. 
Jimmy Costello, who did an aude 
participationer and giveaway from 
the Faun Club (until the Pennsy 
Liquor Control Board nixed the 
gift angle), will run the same kind 
of airer from the Million Dollar 
Pier. 

The Newman show, which mixes 
telephone calls, interviews, record- 
ings, audience participation and 
various angles, will be broadcast 
simultaneously over WPEN (Phila.) 
and WFPB (Atlantic City). WPEN 
will send a crew to the shore to 
handle the show every Monday 


telensed 


evening, and special wires will en- | 


able Philly telephone callers 
ring up the broadcaster without 
incurring long-distance charges. 

Steel Pier wanted the program 
all week, but Al Sylk, president of 
WPEN, nixed the idea of moving 
Newman’s show. Broadcaster goes 
down to the shore Monday nights 
on a deal with the Steel Pier, 
which has purchased spot an- 
nouncements across the board on 
the program. 

Costello, also from the WPEN 
stable of gabbers, is doing an AM 
airer for the rival Million Dollar 
pier. Show, called “Everybody’s 
Welcome,” runs every morning 
with the broadcast segment going 
on between 10:30 and 11 a. m. The 
Boardwalk Merchants’ Assn. _ is 
contributing 70 prizes each week 
to back the Costello show, which 
is staged in the Marine Ballroom 
(admission free) of Million Dol- 
lar Pier. 





New Orleans—Ray Rich, 33-year- 
old New Englander, recently as- 
sumed his new position as produc- 
tion director of WDSU and WDSU- 
TV. Rich is former production-pro- 
gram head for the New England 
Yankee web, and ex-production di- 
rector of WHDH, Boston. 


to | 


‘PANTOMIME QUIZ’ 


P _ Hollywood, June 14. 
Pantomime Quiz” will 
over 


be 


age, which is beamed over KTTV 
locally, is the first west coast pro- 


/gram to be kinescoped for New 


York telensing. Show 
sponsored by Chevrolet Dealers 
who are laying out better than 
$1,400 weekly for the package. 

“Pantomime” is the second 
Stokey-Ebert package to get east- 
ern telensing. Deal was set last 
week for producers’ “Armchair 
Detective,” which is beamed from 
KTLA, to be kinescoped for a 
Boston outlet and sponsored by 
Plymouth Dealers there. Neither 
“Pantomime” nor “Armchair” 
sponsored locally. 


Atteberry Switching To 
Bloomington, Ill.’s WJBC 


Kansas City, June 14. 

After 17 years in the newspaper 
and radio game here, Ellis A. Atte- 
berry moves to Bloomington, IIl.. 
where he becomes generai man- 
ager of WJBC, ABC-affiliate owned 
by the Daily Pantagraph. 

Atteberry resigned recently from 
KCKN, 250-watt popular music sta- 
tion owned by ex-Sen. Arthur Cap- 
per, where he was veepee and gen- 
eral manager, after coming to the 
station in 1936. He had been with 
the advertising department of the 
Kansas City Star for five years 
previous to that. 


WUCO Set for Cleve. Bow 


Cleveland, June 14. 


Cleveland’s newest radio outlet, 
WUCO goes on the air June 29. 
Financed by CIO unions, it 
comes the second FM outlet to go 
on the airways; the first being in 
Detroit. 

The majority stock is owned by 


will be 


are 








United Auto Workers, with 
shares also ‘held by other CIO 
unions. George Wallace, station 
manager, says the first broad- 
cast is planned from CIO 
Hall 


_ WCBS-TV, New| 
will | York, starting in September. The 
| Mike Stokey-Bernie Ebert pack- 


0’Seas on Special Jobs 


Pittsburgh, June 14. 
Two of KDKA’s femme person- 
alities, Janet Ross, who does the 
“Shopping Circle’ program, and 
Vickey Corey, station’s educational 
director, leave Thursday (16) for 


|Europe on special program assign- 


‘ments. 


Miss Ross will accompany 


,25 costume design teachers going 


be- | 


to Paris and London for a month 
and 


plans to record daily over 
there and ship platters back for 
her show. During her absence. 


Adelaide Lasner Sachs takes over 
“Shopping Circle.” 

Miss Corey is heading overseas 
an educational expert for the 
UN and will be gone until Sept. 1 
At the same time, she'll gather 
material in foreign lands for her 
public service “School of Air’ 
show which KDKA presents daily 
during the school year. 


New Tele Biz 


W BKB, Chi, has signed Fohrman 
Motors for a 13-week renewal of 
Rainbow Arena wrestling through 
Maleolm-Howard agency. 

WGN-TV, Chi, has contracted 
for announcements for Super-Whip 


as 














Sales through Vernon Weiler 
agency; Congress Cigar Co 
through Schwimmer & Scott 


agency; Sunbeam Corp. through 
Perrin-Paus agency; and Dandrug 
Corp. through Cassler, Hempstead 
& Hanford agency. 

WNBQ, Chi, reported 60 minute 
daily of Projectall time sold to 
Better Brands for 13 weeks through 
Frank Nahser agency. 

Sieberling Tires has picked up 
the tab for Hum & Strum’s Thurs- 
day 7 to 7:15 show on WBZ-TV, 
Boston. Duo is also sponsored by 
Admiral Radio on their Tuesday 
night telecast at the same time. 

Norman P. Harris’ “Living Won- 
ders” presented Wednesday nights 
from 6:15 to 6:30 over WBZ-TV, 
Boston, has been signed by the 
First National Bank. Bank also 
sponsors “Weather or Not” from 
6 to 6:15 on same night giving 
them two shows in half-hour seg- 
ment. 


/ 








Tele Chatter 








New York 


Citadel Television Film Co. is 
now in production after a year of 
research David Scherman, 


Rosemarie Redlich, ex-wife corre- 
spondent, Saturday (11)...Garth 


Montgomery, head of Kenyon & 
Eckhardt’s TV department. left 
Thursday (9) for a month in 
Europe “Boston Blackie” will be 
among the first dramatic shows to 
be televised on the new WOR-TV 
station Richard W. Hubbell, TV 
management consultant, and wife 
Kyra, left for four-week trip to 
London, Paris and Rome on Satur- 
day (11 Julian Seaman, music 
critic and author, has joined the 
Hubbell organization a special 
assistant to Hubbell the N. Y 
office 

Dennis James flies to White Sul- 
phur Springs, W. Va., Friday (17) 
to emcee a special show at the 
Greenbriar hotel, where the stand- 
ing committees of Sterling Drug, 
sponsor of his “Okay, Mother” TV 
show, are holding their third an 
nual meeting 

Berta Klaif, has been named 
head of the education and music 
division of Official Films and will 
appear in the fall as commentator 
in a vidpic series featuring operatic 
and concert reels . Ted Granik’s 
“American TV Forum” may be ex 
tended from 30 to 45 minutes 
Ely Landau, TV packager, and 
Children’s World Theatre Corp., 
have teamed up for the production 
of video programs for youngsters 

Melvyn Douglas will be starred 

in a special Father’s Day program 
on ABG-TV Friday (17), following 
his talk with a screening of “Make 
Way for Youth” film. Bob 
Henry has been appointed emcee 
on ‘Here's a Clue,” audience par- 
ticipation show on WNHC-TV, New 
Haven 

WPIX, N. Y., which has been 
cramped for space, has leased the 
r-necert hall of the Barbizon Plaza 

tel, on West 59th Street, as a 
..deo studio , , First show to 
originate from location will be 
“Four Star Theatre” Saturday (18), 
with “Benny’s Place” also slated 
to shift there in two weeks. 

Barbara Van Ornam, on ‘What's 


as 


in 


| 
pro- | 
ducer of CBS-TV’s “Preview,” wed | 


Next,” over WRGB-TV, Schenec- 
tady, joined Barter theatre, Abing- 
don, Va. 


Hollywood 


Foote, Cone & Belding is work- 
ing out a tele-spot presentation 
for Armour Co. which entails a 
$40,000 budget for a .six-month 
period. Plan is to put one spot on 
every station every day for the six- 
month period ending on the first of 
the year Sunkist Oranges is 
spending $18,000 for production and 
time, on a two-month television 
campaign. Spots are being filmed 
by Telefilm. They will be telensed 


on local outlets daily for the two- 
month period KTSL will start 
using rear projection for scenes on 
its tele shows KLAC-TV is 
already using this on some of its 
shows. Bobby Hughes will handle 
Dick Haynes KLAC-TV_ program 
for three weeks while Hayn_s vaca- 
tions KLAC-TV’s “City Desk” 


will be mothballed for the sun:imer 

Hy Averback will narrate Mac- 
Millan Oil commercial being pro- 
duced by Telefilm 


Chicago 
Raoul Kent of MCA readying a 
new TV giveaway which is claimed 


to lend itself to simulcast Idea 
was created by Ted Materna and 
Nellene Smith comedy pianist 


Rolly Rolls guesting on “Grennia 
Dessert Party” via WENR-TV to 
morrow (Thurs.) Sterling (Red) 
Quinlan back to promotion desk at 
WBKB after quick trip to New 
York Fern Persons, Valerie Al- 
berts, Andy Christians and Russ 
Reed in featured roles on ABC 
“Television Players” Ballentines 
harmonica team hosted by Skip 
Farrell Monday (13) Producer 
Beulah Zachary of ‘“Kukla, Fran 
and Ollie” leaving for one month 
vacation-plus-business ... Lecturer 
Burton Holmes made appearance 
on ABC's “Action Autographs” 

Bill Balaban made debut as direc- 
tor with new WBKB puppet show 
this week. Don Tennant and Tont 
Gilman star in show WGN-TV 
screening weekly film series based 


on 14,000 aerial tour of South 
America. Script is by Fran Cough- 
lin 
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Preset cers ivr enaesevaess 


Here's the big IDEA. The kind of sales- 
inspiring idea that makes Columbia Pacifie 


different from all other Coast networks... 


Take a great participation show for women, 
like Columbia Pacifie’s Meet the Missus. 

Let ladies from the studio audience tell listeners 
why they like the sponsor’s products, now 

they can use them. You'll have the most 
convincing sales message there is. one 
housewife telling other housewives that t 


pays to buy the products sold on Meet the Missus. 


And here's a way to make a big idea even bigger, 
Pick a man that millions have laughed with 
from Coast-to-Coast ... Harry Von Zell. 

The nimble-witted host of radio’s brightest 
comedy shows. The lovabie clown of three 
dozen feature movies and shorts. Make him 
emcee of Meet the Missus ...and watch the 
rating soar. Ladies get livelier listening. Sponsors 
make bigger sales. Anyway you look at it... 


that’s a big idea ! 


Big ideas make the difference vetween 


Columbia Pacific and the other Coast networks. 


} Ideas in programs, production and promotion. 
; For the big idea that can get you big results, 
¢ -) 

7 
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call us. or Radio Sales. 
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peevewee | 6:30 p.m., effective Sunday (19)....Treva Frazee on “Archie Andrews” | ° ° 
. Monday (20)....Rosemary Rice doing “F.B.I. in War and Peace” Thurs- | Mem his Ind 
day (16) and cast as “Katrin” in the new CBS-TV series, “I Remember pD le 
rom t @ ro uction ntres Mama”....Liili Palmer, pic star, and wife of Rex Harrison, will take 
the lead in a new drama, “Everybody's For It,”’ on behalf of the Citizens ; 
Committee for Displaced Persons. It will be aired via transcription | In Ball T | 
Otooe 4444 over several hundred stations. Ted Hudes is producing. alg é 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


John Royal back from three-week Paris-London jaunt to “case” tal- 
ent. Has negotiated for one top European act for NBC... Bill Leonard, 
conductor of “This Is New York” on WCBS, starts a monthly feature, 
“One On the Isle.” in the July issue of Theatre Arts mag. 

The Frank Stantons back Monday (13) on the Queen Elizabeth from 
two-month holiday in Europe Ed Kobak, ex-MBS prexy, celebrating 
33rd wedding anni Friday (10), got word that he is a grandfather for 
the third time. Daughter born to the Edgar H. Kobaks (he’s manager of 
WPWA. MBS affiliate in Thomson, Ga.) Tommy Velotta, ABC news- 
special events v.p., sued by his wife for “adequate alimony” and custody 
of their two children WNBC planning a special nostalgia broadcast 
June 23 to mark completion of Norman Brokenshire’s 25th year before 
the mike WMGM’s Ed Stokes left for three-week vacation Monday 

13). with Bob Williams taking over his afternoon hour and Buddy 
Greenspan handling his “Sports Final’ assignment Singer Johnny 
Thompson adding a new show on WJZ, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:45 


p-m., with the Air Lane Trio. 

Bill McCaffrey is package-producer of “Hogan’s Daughter,” Philip 
Morris’ summer replacement for “This Is Your Life.” Shirley Booth 
starrer skedded to bow Tuesday (21) on NBC George Snyder has 


joined WINS as special merchandising manager. 

ABC's Pat Barnes emceed the Treasury Dept. bond drive benefit at 
Belinont theatre last week Georgia Tech club of N. Y. has elected 
Ed Kobak, ex-MBS prexy, president for the coming term Page 
Cavanaugh Trio to record several sides for World Broadcasting before 
returning to Coast Tommy Luceas has joined WINS orch as guitarist 

Henry J. Taylor off on a three-month world tour, but will continue 
his General Motors ABC commentary. stanza Fred W. Ziv’s ‘“‘Cisco 
Kid” series has added 14 outlets Star of the CBS’ “Call the Police,” 
George Petrie, signed for leading role in “You Only Love Twice,” 
which will have its pre-Broadway tryout at Cohasset, Mass., week of 
June 27 Allyn Sparrow, Hope Miller and Bernard Burke join cast of 
“Romance of Helen Trent” Walter Kinsella new to “Backstage Wife” 

Charme Allen joins “Just Plain Bill” Joe Bell, Jacqueline Bill- 
ingsley and Bess Johnson into “David Harum” cast Victor Seydel 
has joined Anderson, Davis & Platte as head of the television and radio 
departments Catherine Mastice, soprano involved in the hassle with 
Dorothy Kirsten because of her appearance on the Milton Berle vaudeo, 
to sing on WORs’ “Sylvan Levin Opera Concert” Friday (17). 

“Betty Clark Sings,” heard at 3:15 p.m. Sundays on ABC, moves to 
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In Detroit, first to be tuned-in and last to be 
turned-off is WWJ, Detroit’s first radio sta- 
tion. So familiar is this 29-year old station to 
the masses in this wealthy market that this 
tuning-in, turning-off procedure is a daily 
habit in thousands of homes that house the 


families of Detroit's workers. 


Results, too, are habit-forming . . . because 
WW) advertisers have been getting them 
habitually. This is one market where “play- 


ing the favorite’ pays-off every time. 


a 


AM-FM | 





AM—950 KILOCYCLES—5000 WATTS 
FM—CHANNEL 246—97.1 MEGACYCLES 


Bosic NBC Affiliate 


FIRST IN DETROIT... Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





Nationa! Representotives THE GEORGE P HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
Associate Television Station WWJ-TY 


Jimmie Fidler arrived Monday (13) from the Coast for a three-week 
stay, during which his ABC airer will originate from Gotham “This 
Is Your Life,” which started its summer hiatus last night (Tues.), bowed 
out with four-page spread garnered by Ben Sonnenberg in Life mag. 
Show has been repacted for fall Edward Arnold and scripter Jean 
Halloway, of ABC’s ‘Mr. President,” arrived from the Coast on Monday 
(13) George Wright taking over organ assignment on NBC's “Archie 
Andrews” Barbara Neils has resigned as secretary to ABC’s news 
director, John Madigan, and leaves today (Wed.) for Mexico City to 
study Spanish and art Cyril Armbrister, director of “Chandu, the 
Magician,’ in from Coast with audition record ef “Tugboat Annie” 
series Americanism segment on Nancy Craig stanzas to be rebroad- 
cast by Voice of America. Feature began with Supreme Court Justice 
William O. Douglas and will include Jim Farley, Connie Mack and 
Ralph Bunche David Scherman, producer of CBS-TV’s “Preview” 
show married Rosemary Redlich, former Life correspondent, Saturday 
11) Baby daughter born to the Gil Fates. He’s CBS-TV producer 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Connie Haines, in last-minute booking on Camel Caravan Saturday 
11), got $550 for the spot They'll be getting married on tele in the 
fall. with Sterling Drug picking up the tab for the Masterson-Reddy- 
Nelson “Bride and Groom,” same as it does on the ABC airshow 
Mutual’s reprise of Jimmy Saphier package, “The Saint,’ with Vincent 
Price back in the title role, tees off sustaining July 10 Final regis- 
tration date for the NBC-UCLA Summer Radio Institute is today (15) 
Shirley Dinsdale and her puppet, “Judy Splinters,” to Chicago 
Sunday (12) as replacement for Burr Tillstrom, Kukla, Fran & Ollie 
first Coast tele personality to move east for a regularly scheduled 
program Jean Hersholt makes his tape bow July 20 and 28, when 
“Dr. Christian” will be Ampexed so he can take a two-week vacation 
Diana Lynn and Don Ameche to San Francisco Friday (18) and June 25, 
respectively, to guest on Spike Jones’ airshow during maestro’s Curran 
theatre date there Jack Benny and Sam Perrin got in the old Max- 
well Monday (13) and headed for N. Y.:; arrival time there indef 
Roy Bargy recuping at Good Samaritan from major surgery, with Robert 
Armbruster subbing for him as maestro on the Jimmy Durante show. 
Seven filmites lined up by Les Mitchel for Skippy Hollywood theatre’s 
summer sesh are Marie Windsor, Nancy Olson, Natalie Wood, Michael 
Kirby, Barbara Fuller, Bobby Driscoll and Meg Randall Polan Ros- 
enberg agency peddling teevee strip based on Sally Benson’s ‘‘Meet Me 
In St. Louis” and starring Margaret Whiting Phil Gordon, who gives 
an early evening roundup of KNBH's tele programs for the night, inked 
for a musical short at UI Deal cooking for Richard Berger, who 
produced “A Likely Story,” “Rachel and the Stranger,” “Adventure in 
Baltimore” and ‘“Roughshod” at RKO, to become a tele producer- 
director for NBC-TV. He ankled the film studio six months ago 
Threat of a lawsuit by syndicator of the comic strip, “Keeping Up With 
the Joneses,” forced Allan Jones and Irene Hervey to drop the tag 
from their five-a-week ABC Mr. and Mrs. sustainer starting June 27. 
It’s “‘What’s New With the Joneses” now Clark Dennis and manager 
Tom Sheils prepping their own quarter-hour video strip, “Along Music 
Row With Clark Dennis.” GAC is peddling it Johnny Green ar- 
ranging-conducting the new five-a-week Frank Sinatra-Dorothy Kirsten 
airshow, “for as long as I can do the job.”” Green says he’ll continue 
on it, if and when it hits, depending on a go-ahead sign from his new 
| boss, L. K. Sidney. 
studio’s music department 
| dling Leonard Reeg’s program manager duties at ABC since Reeg went 
| to New York two months ago as assistant to veepee J. Donald Wilson, 
is ngw officially Coast topper. Rollo Hunter assists him....Lurene 
Tuttle, Verna Felton, Cathy and Elliot Lewis and 17 other AFRAites 
have incorporated Radio and Television Actors’ Institute to teach thesp- 
ing techniques Frank Samueis planed to Kansas City to bedside of 
his mother, Mrs. Jessie Samuels, who is seriously ill... 
Europe next Tuesday (21) for two-month vacation. 
| kickoff-of new season’s “My Friend Irma” Aug. 29. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


WBBM newscaster Fahey Flynn subbing for Larry Alexander until 


Cle er reports to Metro Aug. 1 as new head of | 
Dresser Dahlstead, who has been han- | 


Cy Howard to. 
He’ll return for | 


Memphis, June 14. 

WDIA, indie daytimer here, went 
all out in a local rhubarb with the 
Memphis baseball club when the 
station was given the “brushoff” in 
airing major league ball games via 
special loop out of St. Louis... Bert 
Ferguson, WDIA manager, touched 
off the fireworks when he bought 
space last week (9) in both local 
dailies to tee off the blasteroo at 
the Memphis ball club in the open, 

Ferguson’s ads, which were 
spotted on the sport pages of the 
Press-Scimitar and Commercial 
Appeal, overlined — “Major 
League Broadcasts Coming to 
Memphis?” The ad continued by 
saying ““Probably Not! Many South- 
ern cities have them — but not 
Memphis! The local club must give 
its permission to any other club 
whose games are to be broadcast in 
the home club’s city.” 

Ferguson told VARIETY that he 
personally contacted Frank Longin- 
otti, general manager of the Mem- 
phis baseball club, but couldn’t get 
to “first base” on the broadcasting 
biz of games centered around the 
St. Louis Cardinals out of St. Louis’ 
Sportsman’s Park and the Card’s 
road games via wire report. 

The Memphis ball club, which 
reportedly has been cool on airing 
its games, has given the greenlight 
to WHHM, another Memphis indie, 
to broadcast only the Chicks road 
games. The beef over the right of 
WDIA to air the accounts of the 
major league contests was only 
with the Memphis ball club and 
not WHHM, says Ferguson. 

Longinotti had “no comment” 
when contacted. 


were 





Naval Reserve Series 


Chicago, June 14. 
New Naval Air Reserve tran- 
scription series will feature Paul 
Weston orch and Starlighters, with 
Tom Reddy announcing, and guests. 
Initial guesters are Jo Stafford and 
Johnny Mercer. 











“AMERICA’S FINEST 
WESTERN ACT”! 











July 2 on a.m. show....FCC permit granted to South Suburban Broad- 
cast Co. for FM station. Backers are Nadean McKeever, Tom Mannos, | 
John Svedja, John Wollner, Mike Dyk and F. F. Barbone. ...NBC com- 
mentator Clifton Utley off July 30 for six-week tour of Europe.... 
Merrill Lindsay of WSOY, Decatur, in Washington on biz....Tenor 
Bob Harris making Mutual debut June 18 over Chi “Theatre of the 
Air” New WLS programs this week feature singers Dolph Hewitt 
and Dave Denney, alternating on cross-the-board a.m. airers....ABC 
secretary Shirley Reynolds wedded to Kurt Teichert June 11....WJJD 
panel on Chi night life included Ernie Byfield of Sherman hotel and | 
Ambassador, comedian Henny Youngman, AGVA midwest director Jack 
| Irving and Sun-Times columnist Irv Kupcinet Soprano June Browne | 
|} solo on WGN yesterday (14) Eugene Pulliam, prexy of WIRE, In- | 
| dianapolis, spoke before Chi Headline Club. | 
| Film Tarzan Lex Barker interviewed by WIND announcer Freé Dar- | 
| win George Schulte, Jr., new flack chief at Ruthrauff & Ryan agency 

..Quiz Kids program director John Lewellen has written kid’s book 
on atomic energy Flacker Lucille Walker of Leo Burnett agency to 
San Francisco for vacation Actor Eddie Dean guested on ABC “Na- 
tional Barn Dance’’....WIND disker Howard Miller on crutches after 
_breaking leg. ...Mutual vacationers are salesmen Bob Wilson at Sea 
| Island, and Mary Toedt of sales service in lowa....WJJD book critic | 
Emmett Dedmon guested author Ernestine G. Carey.... Betty Ross, | 
| NBC asst. public service director, to address National Dairy Council | 
here June 29 Paul Harvey starts sixth year of WENR newscasting | 
June 19....Captain Stubby and the Buccaneers at 4-H roundup June 
23 at Purdue U | 


IN WASHINGTON ... 

WGAY’s general manager Joseph Brechner and program director | 
Ernie Tannen copped awards of merit from Silver Spring (Md.) Civitan 
Club for “outstanding contribution” of suburban station to Citizenship | 
Week Application of the station for full time status, incidentally, 
given a boost by petitions of local civic and press groups to FCC 
Ruth Crane, WMAL-ABC director of women’s programs, elected first 
veepee of Women’s National Press club ...Bryson Rash, WMAL’s di- | 
rector of Special Features, interviewing Charles Crawford, deputy com- | 
missioner of Food and Drugs for FSA, in a TV program, showing tech- 
niques used by government in protecting public’s food and drugs 
Past week’s preem of Universal's “Illegal Entry” added something new 
to pattern here when brasshat guests and show's star, Marta Toren, | 
were televised, with WTOP’s Hazel Markel doing the interview chores. 
Latter set some sort of local record for celeb interviews when, in the. 
course of covering the Celebrities Golf Tournament last week, she took 
on, In quick succession, Beb Hope, Bing Crosby, Arthur Godfrey, Jane 
Russell and golf champ Sammy Snead .Six new libraries added to 

| FREC (Federal Radio Education Committee of U. S. Office of Educa- 
tion), NAB radio literature depository list, bringing the total to 122 

WOL-Mutual preemed the first in a weekly Saturday night series titled 
“Aviation World,” featuring digest of news of interest to flying enthu- 


siasts, and introducing to air Capt. Robert Robson, ace American Air- 
lines pilot | 








| 
! 
1 
| 





The Texas Rangers 
America’s greatest western 
act, for many years stars of 
radio, screen and stage, 
now are starring in their 
own television show on 
CBS-Los Angeles Times 
station KTTV each Mon- 
day evening. 

The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 


eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—we have a new and even 
better sales plan! Ask 


about it! 


we 
ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
Productions 


KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 
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Kentucky B’ casters 
Group Reverses Self 


On AM Power Ceiling 


Louisville, June 14. 

Resolution opposing granting of 
more than 50,000 watts power to 
any radio station and favoring 
preaking up of clear channels was 
adopted, and then reconsidered, by 
the Kentucky Broadcasters Assn. 
Jast week in its state convention. 

Motion to reconsider and refer 
the question to the executive com- 
mittee for action at next fall’s con- 
vention was taken at a luncheon 
meeting after Victor Sholis, WHAS 
director, threatened withdrawal of 
his station from the state associa- 
tion. Sholis, who is a member of 
the executive committee, Clear 
Channel Broadcasting Service, at- 
tacked.the action of the associa- 
tion in adopting such a resolution 


| 


| 


and taking sides in what he termed | 


an intra-industry fight. 

Bill now before Congress to limit 
radio-station power and break up 
clear channels is now pending, and 
Sholis said he had no objection to 
individual stations expressing op- 
position to clear channels, but in- 
dicated a state association should 
not do so. WHAS is the only clear- 
channel, 50,000 watt station in 
Kentucky, one of 26 in the nation. 





Winston-Salem, N. C., Sees 
Video Service in 2 Years 


Greensboro, N. C., June 14. 
Piedmont Publishing Co. has 
filed application for permission to 
television station in 
thus putting the 


construct a 
Winston-Salem, 


Twin City area in line for video! 


service. 
lishes the Journal and Sentinel and 
operates WSJS and WSJS-FM, 
filed the TV application with the 
Foc, 

It’s estimated that the station 
can be on the air within approxi- 
mately two years, broadcasting 
both network and local video pro- 
grams, according to Harold Essex, 
vice-president in charge of the 
company’s radio operations. 


The company, which pub-— 
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, 
Fran’s Problem 
Chicago, June 14. 
Fran Allison, who keeps 
busy with a radio stint as Aunt 


Fanny on ABC's “Breakfast 
Club,” and TV chores with 
“Kukla, Fran and Ollie” via 


NBC-TV, is burned up at two 
Chi columnists who reported 
her ready to give up one field 
for the other. 

At “Breakfast Club” show. 
Miss Allison, with a long spiel 
to recite to beat the time dead- 
line, got impatient when the 
preceding performer got into 
ad libbing. “I’ve certainly got 
a decision to make,” 
terred, “but it has nothing to 
do with radio or television 
It’s how to get on the air afte 
I’m in the studio.” 


she sput- 





WLOL Easing Minn. U. Grid 
‘Monopoly’ on N.D. Games 


Minneapolis, June 14. 


WLOL is moving to alleviate 
the fall radio situation, when a 
half-dozen’ stations have been 
carrying U. of Minnesota football 
broadcasts simultaneously, result 
ing in complaints from listeners 
who would like to hear other 


games. WLOL has signed to carry 
Notre Dame games instead of Min- 
nesota, receiving play-by-play 
from WBST, South Bend. Station 


makes a concession, however, by 
doing a recorded re-broadcast of 
Minnesota games Saturday nights 

And foreign stuff still has a 
local touch. It’s handled by Joe 
Boland, former local football 
great. 


Dogs, Horses on Video 

Hollywood, June 14. 
Dudley Pictures will make a 
series of 26 telepix starring Bob 
Brecker, Chi-Trib dog authority. 
Pix will run 15 minutes each and 

are budgeted at $5,000 apiece. 
Carl Dudley will also produce a 
15-minute tele-reel on the Ameri- 
can Saddle Bred Horse and an- 
other on the Tennessee Walking 
Horse. Producer is currently mak- 
ing “This Land of Ours” and “This 


| World of Ours” pix for NBC. 


Midget Auto Racing 
Added to WPIX Sked 


WPIX., N. Y. Daily News video 
Station, will have sports Monday 
Saturday evenings with 
the addition ot midget auto racing 
from Freeport Municipal Stadium 
on Friday nights, 9-11 p.m., start- 
ing June 17. Amalie Pennsylvania 
Motor Oil will pick up the tab for 
12 weeks, via Hicks & Griest, Inc. 

Duke Donaldson, vet racing an- 
nouncer, will describe the small 
car events at the Freeport circuit 
oldest doodle-bug track in the east 
Deal was made by Robert I 
WPIX station manager, with Jay 
Michaels, of General Artists Corp 
representing Kedenberg 
Assn 

Sta 


through 


Coe 


Racing 


tion’s sked now includes box 


ing Monday, Wednesday and Sat 
urday, wrestling Tuesday and 
Thursday, and the midget races 
Friday. WPIX also airs. Giant 


baseball games, with the diamond 
telecasts taking precedence when 
they conflict with other sports. 


$1,000 Per Highest Tab 





So Far for Coast TV 
Hollywood, June 14 

Steve Allen will emcee Budget 

Pack’s “Country Store,” which 


debuts on NBC’s tele outlet KNBH, 
on June 21 following the Milton 
Berle show Sponsor is laying out 
$1.000 per telecast, highest tab to 
date on a Coast program 

It's an audience participator 
plugging the sponsor’s “Jells Best” 
and “Cools Best’ products. Tee- 
off termer is for 13 weeks with 
format hinging on Allen as pro- 
prietor of a country store. “Cus- 
tomers” will be contestants. Fred 
Howard is scripting. 





Detroit, June 14. 

Prospective vacationists received 
tips on how to travel and saw a 
demonstration of packing a suit- 
case in a WXYZ-TV show Friday 
(10). 

Program, sponsored by Michigan 
State Department of Health, In- 
struction and Conservation, was 
produced expressly for WXYZ-TV 
by John Pival. Don Hallmann was 
director. 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Philadelphia — Dave Stephens, 
WCAU bandleader and his orches- 
tra, will play for the nightly down- 
the-Deiaware cruises of the Wilson 
Line ... In a ceremony marking 
Flag Day (14), the Philadelphia 
Council of Boy Scouts presented a 
bronze statue of a scout to Roger 
Clipp, general manager of WFIL 
in recognition of the station's serv- 


cles to the scout movement 
Westinghouse - KYW is originating 
21 shows ‘seven of them variety 
programs) from the first automo 
bile show ‘(June 11-18) to be held 
in Philly in 10 years 

Ramon Bruce, WHAT late night 
disk jockey launched a new mat 
inee show last week, heard dail 
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m Mondays 


through Saturday New program 
The Snap Club” will feature give- 
aways and broadcasts from schools 


Louisville—WHAS has opened a 
new Listeners’ Service Bureau 
headed by James Sheehy, who has 


severed his connection with the 
sales department. Sheehy came to 
the station 17 years ago. He will 
handle tours through the studios 
and act as liaison with customers 
and clients visiting the WHAS 
plant 

Detroit—For the first time since 
WXYZ began operating, the sta- 
tion will remain on the air be- 
tween midnight and 1 a.m. to carry 
a new disk jockey program, effec- 
tive Tuesday (14) “Platter Chat- 
ter” features Bill Silbert It orig- 
inates in Detroit's Wonder Bar 


Indian Room where Silbert will in- 
terview visiting celebs and _ spin 
records. 


San Francisco—Walter Conway 
has been appointed sales promo- 
tion manager for KCBS, the San 
Francisco outlet for CBS. Con- 
way has been active in radio ad- 
vertising and sales since 1939 
Pittsburgh—Jay Gould taken on 
by WWSW as a relief announcer 
during the vacation season Ralph 
Fallert, head announcer at WCAE, 
has been silenced by his doctor for 
two weeks on account of a throat 
ailment Bernie Armstrong's 
“Singing Strings” on KDKA every 
Wednesday evening has been 


withdrawn for the summer and 
half-hour will be split up this way 
for warm months: Johnny Kirby 
singing to three-piano accompani- 
ment of Bernie Armstrong, Ev Neill 
and Russ Merritt for first 15 min- 
utes and station orch featuring 
Irving Barnes, baritone, the next 

Jerry Goff, former musical 
comedy star, has quit as program 
director at WBVP in Beaver Falls 
to take a similar post at WYRO in 
Rochester, Pa Ken Hildebrand 
and Bill Burns engaged to broad 
cast outdoor fights at Hickey Park 
Arena this summer for KQ\ 


St. Louis—Harry K. Renfro has 
been upped to the post of exee 
assistant to gen. mgr. C. L. Thomas 
KXOK Renfro, who has been 
with the station since 1938, has 
served as gabber, news editor and 
later as director of publie relations 
director 


Washington International 


Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers, AFL, has won bargaining 
rights for broadcast technicians 
and engineers of WQQW. indie 
AM-FM outlet Bargaining elec 
tion was conducted by National 


Labor Relations Board 


Seattle—Larry Field, writer at 
KOMO, has gone to Paris where he 
will study at the Sorbonne and also 
take some trips on the Continent 


His wife accompanied him. Lois 
Kitchener succeeds Field on the 
writing staff KJR_ staff now in 
midst of station golf tournament, 
with match play now on after 
qualifying rounds. Two new an- 
nouncers at KING are Hal Moan, 


formerly with KJR, and Walt Nels- 


kog, from Spokane. 


Minneapolis — FE. W. Ziebarth, 
WCCO  newceaster-analyist and 
chairman of department of speech 
at U. of Minnesota, leaves late this 
month for observation tour of 
Europe via Scandinavian Airlines. 

Consultant in education for CBS, 
he will be roving correspondent for 
the network. He plans tour of 
some 20,000 miles, punctuated with 
consultations with European broad- 
cast officials. 





——— 












MANY AN ADVERTISER With a network 
show uses WOR for plus- 
ming. His national program is used 
for institutional advertising and gets 
down to product selling with a WOR 
spot show slanted straight for 36,000,- 
000 listeners in 18-states and the 


Dominion of Canada. 


For instance — let’s look at a 


minute: 


People who buy one-minute spots 
on WOR pay as little as $100.00 day- 


time; $200.00 per evening. 


if you'll glance at the watch you're 
carrying, is, sir, a long time. Within 


how to kill two costs | 
with two radio stations! 


3. Do “point-of-purchase”’ adver- 


program- tising. 





4. Test a new product’s “‘pull’’. 


5. Give last-minute news about 
any product or service. 


Briefly, the one-minute spot is as 


elastic as a diplomat’s answer. And, 


on WOR, a one-minute is a powerful 


piece of time. 


A minute, 


one-minute on WOR an advertiser can: 


1. Increase sales in the area of 


Greater New York. 


2. Introduce and try out a new 


product. 


—that power-full station at 1440 Broadway, in New York 





We don’t say that minutes are the 
only things we’re interested in. 
Heaven help us, NO! But you can start 
with a minute and you’d be amazed 
at what it can do for you. 





mutual 
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in some person’s home, or at a effect do you, yourself, think tele- 


Gallup on TV vs. Radio 


Continued from page 22 








public installation or in a store | vision will have on radio? 


The total vote follows:— 

















wee TV will kill radi 25% 
blic attitudes toward the fast-| | ¥ Wl Kill radlo......40”0 , 
nha bie | Will harm but not kill..11 36% 
growing new medium were sounded he 
in a series ot questions put to a Little or no effect... . . .23 
cross-section of the adult popula-| Will improve radio, , 
tion. The questions were: stimulate it......... 11 3 

“Have you ever seen a program;|No effect till TV is 

of any kind on a television set?” cheaper, better...... 6 
, y) 
Sees 44% DOn't BROW... .csveces Pees 

OU sei goa ata 56 | sane 

“Where is the set located on " ; 

, am nae et The sharp contrast between 
nei ae saw that television those who have seen a television 
broadcast: | broadcast and those who have not 
Own home..........e+++-:- 4% |is shown in the following: 

Other home DR te aces 15 | Have 
Public installation (bar, club, Seen 

etc.) TTT TT TL CT ee tS ee 19 | TV Have 

Store window ....ccocceccses 7 | Show Not 
Teo | Will kill FAO. .6cic% ..02% 19% 
45% | Will harm but not kill. .14 8 

The table totals more than 44% 46% 27% 

because some mentioned seeing : ‘ 9 0 
; | 4 7 Vee ee oe a l 
programs in more than one place. | ers uaceeee saan i :; 

All persons in the sample, | ai ie 
whether they had seen a television 350, 340% 
show or not, were asked: “What No effect till TV is 
- | cheaper, better...... 7. 4 

DOW BROW ci occ-e sce os 12 aD 


According to recent official esti- 
mates in the broadcasting trade, 
1,600,000 American homes, or ap- 
proximately 4%, have television 
sets. 

New sets are being installed at 
the rate of more than 100,000 a 
month. 


JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 








AVCO 
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ae niieemeanil 
permitting large in- 
radio via 





questions in 
dustrial firms to enter 
the purchase route. 

A competitive bidding procedure, 
which has since been called the 
AVCO rule, was thereupon adopt- 
ed in the hope that a waiting peri- 
od of 60 days, during which pub- 
lic notice was made, would bring 
in rival bidders to the original pur- 
chaser-applicant for a station on 
the same terms. However, during 
the nearly four years in which the 
rule was in force there were few 
cases in which competitive bidders 
stayed on into hearings and even 
in those cases the original 
chaser was favored. In one Case, 





WM. H. KING 
Personal Management 
A. $. LYONS 


177 S$. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 








‘garded as better qualified, 
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1948 


6 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
366 DAYS 


Network A Ist 


Network B ..... .2nd 
W-I-N-D.....3rd 
Network C ...... 4th 
Network D ...... 5th 


PULSE for 1948 









500 KC. 
24 hours a day 


KATZ AGENCY INC. 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 











pur- 


where an AVCO bidder was re- 
the 





| Commission could not compel the 
owner to sell to the second bidder 
and the proceedings thus turned 
out to be futile. 

One of the rare cases in which 
an AVCO bidder bought a station 
was that of WOV, New York, re- 
cently sold by Arde Bulova to Vic- 
tory Broadcasting Co. (N. Joseph 
Leigh,- Richard E. O’Dea, et al). 
Victory was an AVCO bidder but 
| became the sole applicant after 
General Broadcasting Co. dropped 
its application to purchase. 

Repeal of the AVCO rule was 
made effective at a time (June 9) 
when no competing bids were on 
file. The Commission announced 
that no such bids would be ac- 
cepted on station sales being ad- 
vertised under the procedure and 
that any advertisements which had 
been started could be discontinued. 
Stations transfers will henceforth 
follow the pre-AVCO procedure 
which requires filing an applica- 
tion at least 60 days before the 
contemplated date the sale is to 
take effect. 


Mrs. FDR 


Continued from page 21 ———! 


























| DAVIS MOTORS PACTS 
- WMPS GRID PACKAGE 


| Memphis, June 14. 

| Davis Motors, Co., of Memphis, 
Midsouth distributors of Jeeps 
"and Jeepsters, signed one of the 
'South’s top sport packages when 
it obtained the exclusive broadcast 
rights to air the full 1949 Miss- 
‘issippi State football sked over 
WMPS, ABC outlet in this terri- 


tory. 


The neat sport package also | 
marks the first time a Memphis} 


radio station has been given the| 
“green light” to broadcast the en-| 


Brush Creek Follies’ 
On Full Year Sked After 
12 Summer Layoffs 


Kansas City, June 14. 
KMBC's “Brush Creek Follies,” 
| western and hillbilly airshow, con- 
tinues live into the hot weather for 
ithe first time in its 12 seasons. 
Saturday night show moved out of 
| the Ivanhoe Temple on the Mis- 
| souri si@e across the state line to 
| the air-conditioned Memorial Hall 

|in Kansas City, Kan., last week. 
In a move to heighten attend- 
ance, station also added “The 
Texas Rangers” to the cast, bring- 











ing the outfit back from the Coast 
where it was working and record- 
ing. The show has Hiram Higsby 
as m.c., and figures as a showcase 
for the KMBC Artists Bureau's big 
roster. It was broadcast live dur- 
ing nine month season in the past, 
and then moved into the studios 
during the summer months. 
Decision to keep the show on the 
stage was hypoed by the appear- 
ance of a new sponsor, Franklin 
Ice Cream Co. (Sealtest Division 
of National Dairies) which is going 
after city and regional biz with a 


tire grid slate of the Mississippi 
State University. 

Harold R. Krelstein, WMPS vee- 
pee, engineered the deal with Dudy 
Noble, the school’s athletic direc- | 
tor and Walter L. (Shorty) Davis, 
prexy of the Davis Motors outfit | 
|here. The grid sked, which will! 
comprise nine ball games, will be-| 
gin with the University of Ten-| 
nessee game at Knoxville Sept. 24, | 
and windup with the Old Miss af-| 
fair at State College on Nov. 26. 





will include performances’ by 
\Lawrence Tibbett, Jan Peerce, Tom 
|Glazer, the Golden Gate Quartet, 
Albert Spalding, the City Center 
orch directed by Laszlo Halasz and 
the Schola Cantorum group. A 
tribute from 
ture Eddie Cantor, Ronald Reagan 
and Gene Kelly. 


WNYC, New York muny station, | 


will carry the broadcast on AM, 
through arrangements made by 
George Wallach, program director. 
WFDR is spending around $2,500 
in newspaper ads to appear tomor- 


row to tell listeners about its debut, | 


and is advising them to tune in to 
WNYC if they don’t have an FM 
set. 











Ratings Belie 
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ratings, the WOR researcher found 
that programs averaged 23.5% less 
in New York than they did na- 
tionally, and that the drop was 
even greater for daytime programs. 
The study was based on a com- 
parison of the 36-city network 
Hoopers with the N.Y. Hoopers for 
a four-month period — November, 
*48 to February, ‘49. 

Stanzas of the top 10 web ad- 











| 000,000 for airtime in '48, ranged 
|from 17% to 44.9% lower in New 
York than nationally. Of 
sponsored shows, the 
| differential was —33.3% for Mon.- 


| Sunday afternoon offerings. Of 
175 series studied, only 18 had 
|higher ratings in New York. 











Camel Smokes 


Hollywood will fea- | 


vertisers, who spent a total of $74,-. 


all | 
audience | 


| Fri. daytime airers, —21.5% for | 
| evening programs and —18.5%% for | 
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will teeoff next season in the 9:30 
| Friday time, vacated by Procter & 
|Gamble (Red Skelton). 





Monroe’s 2-Year Renewal 
_ Vaughn Monroe has been re- 
|newed for another two years on 
| the Camel broadcast (CBS, Satur- 
| day, 10 p.m.). Agreement, of 
| course is based on the usual 13- 
week cycle. Monroe has done the 
| Camel show for three consecutive 
years without a summer layoff. 

Renewing of the contract fol- 
lowed a rather stiff tussle between 
Monroe and the William Esty 
/agency, which handles the ac- 
count. Maestro-singer was operated 
on in Boston a week ago and did 
not recover sufficiently by the past 
Saturday (11) to do the broadcast. 
Esty didn’t like the idea of his 
missing the broadcast for the first 
time in three years and for a time 
it seemed to be developing into 
quite a situation. 

Johnny Desmond took Monroe’s 
place. Leader will be in shape for 
this week’s (18) show. 





Detroit—Taking exception § to 
WJLB’s claim that it is the only 
Detroit area station presenting for- 
eign language broadcasts, Ben 
Hoberman, manager of the UAW 
‘CIO) FM station, had presented 
programs in Polish, Italian and 
Jewish since last February. WJLB’s 


claim was made in a statement by | 


|its president, John L. Booth. 








quarter-hour of the show. Rodeo 
Hams and Bacon continues as an- 
other sponsor on the show. 


Religioso 


Continued from page 22 











| eR AL TREND, | } 





Chicago — Julian Bentley has 
been named news editor of WBBM, 
succeeding Everett Holles, who is 
leaving to go into television in 
New York. Frank Barton was ap- 
pointed assistant to Bentley. 


the Council, although the latter 
represents only about five of the 
67 Protestant churches in Camden, 
it asserted. 

Taking up various charges by the 
Council, WCAM admitted it | 
changed its policy on religious pro- 
grams after the expiration of its | 
contract with Mack Radio Sales 
Co., under which the latter firm | 
disposed of 85% of the siation’s | 
| time, and after it became a full- | 
time outlet. Under the Mack ar- 
rangement, dropped because of 














FCC objections, more than 20%. 
of the schedule was devoted to | 
| commercial religious periods, ' 


M-G-M— 


"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


WCAM said, and this proportion 
would have been even higher had 
it not been for “continued remon- 
| strances” by station officials. 

In deciding to eliminate time- 
selling for religion, the station 
said, the city held numerous con- 
ferences with the churches to work 
out a fair division of time. When 
none of these reached agreement, 
the mayor delegated responsibility 
to the station director, who upped 
the Council’s original allotment. 


Balto. 


Continued from page 22 














"Unusual." 
—Iilustrated Press, 
New Orleans, La. 


"WHAT MAKES 0} 


YOU TICK?" /:: 1h 
For Ivory Flakes | [9 


kal 
CBS, Men. thru Fri. = 
2:45-3 P.M. 
With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 
Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 























Henderson stated: “Trials cannot 
be held in a vacuum, hermetically | 
sealed against rumor and report. 
If a mere disclosure of the general 
nature of the evidence relied upon 
would vitiate a subsequent trial, 
few verdicts could stand.” 

WBAL had been tried sepa- 
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“Why shouldn’t he do all the work? He ate all the Wheaties.”: _1« 
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~ Petrillo Urges Local Cooperation 


San Francisco, June 14. 


As expected, James C. Petrillo, president of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, made an unprecedented pitch to delegates of 
Jocal unions here last week during the AFM convention for a re- 


duction, when warranted, in musicians’ scales. 


Petrillo slapped 


hard at locals that skyrocketed scales to $175 weekly per man, on 
the theory that such action often blocks the establishment of work. 
opportunities for musicians by creating insurmountable operating 
expenses for a vaude theatre, nightclub, ete. 

Petrillo even suggested that if a local can help a theatre or an- 
other type of operation to re-establish a vaude or niterv policy, by 
dropping scales to suit requirements, okaying a few free rehearsals. 


etc., it should do so. 
having tremendous problems 


He pointed out that employers today are 
meeting 


operating costs and that 


high scales bar work for musicians. 


The AFM and Petrillo, of course. can only strongly 


Suggest re- 


ductions and “playing ball” with prospective employers. On scale 


problems, locals of the AFM dictate their own rules: the 


organization cannot interfere. 








parent 





Reelected Petrillo Line 


s Up AFM 


Vs. Reds; Raps AGVA, Taft-Hartley 


San Francisco, June 14. 

American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ 1949 convention ground to a 
finish Friday (10) with the reelec- 
tion of president James C. Petrillo 
for his 10th term by an overwhelm- 
ing 1,391 to 75 vote over Everett 
Henne, of Local 224, Mattoon, Ill. 
At the same time, Charles L. Bag- 
ley, Local 47, Los Angeles, was re- 


elected v.p.; Leo Cluesman, 16, 
Newark, secretary, and Harry 
Steeper, 526, Jersey City, was 
named treasurer. Bagley and 


Cluesman were 
Steeper, who took over the treas- 
urer’s post last winter from the 
aging Tom Gamble, was up against 
Martin O. Lipke, 610, Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wis. 

Petrillo, before closing the meet, 
lined up his organization with 


those unions that demand prospec- | 


Insurance Plan 


tive members declare themselves 
on Communism. Future applica- 
tions to the AFM will require in- 
formation on whether the appli- 
cant is a Communist party member 
or has leanings in that direction. 
Petrillo started the convention 
off Monday (6) by blasting 
American Guild of Variety Artists 


+ 
| 


unopposed, but | 


the | 


as a “bunch of thieves” and con- | 


tinued his tirade against that or- 
ganization and against the Taft- 
Hartley Act all through the week. 
His delegates gave him virtually 
everything he wanted of import- 
ance. 
351G Deficit 

Efforts to wipe out the $351,000 
deficit rolled up by the AFM last 
year punctuated the convention. 
Approximately two-thirds of the 
deficit is expected to be wiped out 
by a change that will effect travel- 
ling bands. One percent will be 
sliced from the take which such 
bands have enjoyed heretofore. 
Union revenues will also be hoisted 


by the increase of the per capita. 


tax 2’2c each six months and the 
increase of the subscription to the 
official journal from 70c to $1 per 
year. 

A resolution which endeavored 
to effect economies by cutting 
Salaries of officials other than 
Petrillo was beaten down. The 
resolution had proposed slicing 
the salaries of the secretary, treas- 
urer and first assistant to the 
president to $8,000 from the pres- 
ent $15,000, and others propor- 
tionately. Petrillo draws down 
$45,000 annually, plus expenses; 


‘ings with ‘‘fiy-by-night” promoters. , 


$20,000 from the AFM, $25,000 | 


AAA Throws Out Case 


from the Chicago local. 

A tense floor fight developed in 

€ convention when a resolution 
to establish a pension plan to pro- 
vide Over-age members with not 
less than $25 a week was killed. 
A move to hold conventions every 
other year, which would have auto- 
Matically doubled the 
terms of officers, was withdrawn 
by Petrillo when overwhelming op- 
Position developed on the floor. 

A proposal was made by Samuel 
- Rosenbaum, trustee of the Music 
Performance Fund, urging a setup 
Similar to ASCAP, with revenue 
siphoned not only from record 
companies but also from juke-op- 
erators, disk jockeys and other 
users of recorded music. Opinion 
prevailed however, that legal and 
administration technicalities would 
Prevent such an arrangement. Mil- 
tion Diamond, attorney for the 
AFM, opposed the plan. 

1g pitch of the convention was 

oe universal opposition to the 
1 ait-Hartley act, which was at- 
acked by Petrillo, William Green, 
President of the AFM: Woodruff 
Randolph, of the typographical 
Union; Henry Kaiser, Washington 
labor attorney; Senator Claude 
€pper and others who addressed 

€ convention. 


length of, 





Pluggers’ Aug. Tourney 


Annual golf tournament of the 
Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees union will be held Aug. 15. 
16 or 17 at Pomonok country club, 
Flushing, N. Y. Three alternate 
dates are in case of rain. Last two 
tournaments were run off at Beth- 
page State Park, Bethpage, L. I.. a 
public layout. Pomonok is a pri- 
vate course being sold Nov. 1 for 
a housing project. 

Music men ran another tourna- 
ment at Pomonok yesterday (Tues- 


day) in honor of Perry Como. Af- 
fair involved about 65 invited 
players from among music con- 


tacters and friends and was capped 
by a dinner to Como. 





On Non-Payoff 
Killed by AFM 


San Francisco, June 14. 

Booking agencies, which ex- 
pected some measures designed to 
tighten and restrict their methods 
of operation, breathed easier when 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians convention closed here Fri- 
day (10). Only one resolution of 
importance involving agencies was 


introduced, and it was killed. 
Resolution would have’ required 
agencies te carry insurance to 


guarantee loss of salary or ex- 
penses to a bandleader who for 
some reason not his own is not paid 
off by an emplover. Presumably, 
the ‘insurance’ required would 
have been in the form of a bond 
put up by individual agen‘ts with 
the AFM. 

Union actually has a rule now 
which guarantees payment to a 
bandleader on a date booked by the 
agency. Latter are responsible for 
the coin a buyer contracts to pay 
a band, unless there are circum- 
stances which the agency can not 
help. Ruling is designed to force 
agencies to be more careful in deal- 





Of Foster Vs. Cavallaro 


An American Arbitration Assn. 
panel last week decided that vo- 
calist Jimmy Foster had no case 
against maestro Carmen Cavallaro. 
now playing the Astor Roof, N. Y. 
Foster's $16,000 suit against Ca- 
vallaro in N. Y. supreme court 
therefore will be withdrawn. A 
stay of trial had been obtained 
pending the arbitrator's decision. 

Foster had sued Cavallaro on 
his claim that the leader had 
signed him to a year’s contract to 
sing with the band. He was re- 
leased after four weeks. Coin 
asked represented salary Foster 
claimed he would have gotten on 
the full vear. 








Galveston Pier Opening 
Galveston, June 14 
The $2.000.000 Pleasure Pier 
opens for the summer June 17, 
with Ted Weems band set through 
July 5 Bands to follow include 
Bobby Byrnes. July 6, plus Me! 
Torme: Red Ingle, July 20-Aug. 2: 
Wavne Gregg. Aug. 3-16, and Ray 


, McKinley, Aug. 17-Sept. 9. 





| S-B Suing Miracle Disks, 


| Charging Infringement 
Chicago, June 14. 

Shapiro-Bernstein filed suit in 
Chi federal district court last 
week, seeking triple damages from 
the Miracle Record Co., Chi indie 
diskery. Action charges platter, 
“Long Gone,” written by Alphonse 


Tompkins and Lewis Conrad Simp-' 


kins, and recorded by 
Thompson's orch, is an 
ment on 


penned by 


Sonny 
intringe- 
Special,” 
Sulit 


“Yancey's 
Meade 
asks for an 


Lux Lewis 


accounting of funds 
with minimum damage payment of 
$250 and $1 fo1 disk 


Mort attorney for S 


each sold 
S¢ haeffe1 . 
B, contends 


although Tompkins 


and Simpkins 


work as 


registered their 
that 


fact of registering the tune makes 


unpublished mere 


it fall under the copyright laws 


Miracle specializes in race press- 
Ings. 


Decea Trails CRC 
To 4c, Tax Inc. 





Columbia Records’ plan under 
which it will market a 49c. (includ- 
ing tax) label to be called Har- 


mony, through distribution outlets 
established in recent months by 
Eli Oberstein’s Varsity recordings, 
had an immediate effect on the disk 
business last week. Firstly,. Decca 
Records immediately dropped the 
retail price of its Vocalion label 
from 49c.-plus-tax to 49c.-including- 
tax to match the as-yet unreleased 
Harmony sides. 

RCA-Viector, which for several 
months has been considering a 
cheaper-priced line to run with its 
top-grade Victor platters, also re- 
viewed the situation again. Victor's 
execs cannot see how the company 
can profitably turn out a label to 
occupy the same price groove as 
the Vocalion and Harmony sides. 

Vocalion and the new Harmony 
disks will hit the market fairly 
close together. Decca expects to 
get its initial Vocalion release out 
this week. Harmony anticipated be- 
ginning pressing yesterday ( Tues.) 
on its initial releases, the first 
batch involving pressing of catalog 
material dyawn from Columbia's 
old Okeh and Columbia shelves. 


FAST SWITCH BY COL. 
ON CHEAPER. DISKINGS 


Columbia Records had full in- 
tentions last week of issuing its 
new 49c recordings, which will be 
distributed by Eli Oberstein 
through his own Varsity (35c) out- 
‘lets, under the company’s 
label. which originally sold for 35c. 
However. Col's attorneys at the 
last minute before the signing with 
Oberstein decided that holders of 
Columbia distributor franchises 
would. under the terms of their 
agreements with the manufacturer, 
have first call on any Okeh sides 
released. 

That, of course, 
risked since the deal 
stein calls for him to handle the 
49c-ers. distributed to chain de- 
partment stores, large indie stores, 
etc. It called for a fast reshuffling 
of title ideas, and Harmony, which 
Columbia owns, was substituted. 
Harmony disks were discontinued 
by Col. in 1931. 


couldn't be 
with Ober- 





Lombardo Eatery Lures 
1,000 Pre-Debut Guests 


Guy Lombardo had close to 1,000 
cuffo guests at the pre-opening 
showing of his East Point House, 
Freeport, L. I., Monday (13) even- 
ing. Purpose of the affair was to 
show off the spot, primarily a res- 
taurant, to music and radio friends. 
Part of the show the maestro put 
on for them included a professional 
water troupe, with a_ half-dozen 
water-skiers towed by speedboats 
past the beach-front dining room, 
each twirling a baton. 

Lombardo will open his place to 
the public Friday (17) night. Pre- 
miere will climax months of con- 
struction and refurbishing of the 
building, which is situated only a 
couple of blocks from Lombardo’s 
home. Refurbishing alone is said 
to have cost close to $100,000. 


{ 
| 
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Lower-Classified Writers Put Up Fund 
To Back Govt. Maneuver on Coin Plan 





K. J. Lambertz Elected 


Dallas, June 14. 
Karl J. Lambertz elected v.p 
and general manager of Business 


Music, Inc., exclusive local distribu- 
tor of Music by Muzak, at annual 
meeting of its stockholders here 


New ASCAP Writer 
Plan May Zoom 
Pop, Oldie Rivalry 


If the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers re- 
vises its method of classifying 


songwriters so as to make pe 


formances of paramount impor 
tance in the scheme of writer-re\ 
enue distribution, it could) con 
ceivably begin an era of sharp 
competition between pops” and 
standards for radio playings. Cun 
rently ASCAP is huddling with 


the Department of Justice on the 
formulation of a revised consent 
decree (ASCAP is now working un- 
der one), and the DJ is jnsisting 
on writer revenue’ distribution 
based on a heavier performance 
percentage. 

In the event such a method is 
worked out—and it’s very prob- 
able that it will—some of ASCAP'’s 
old-line writers figure to have 
their annual income from the So- 


ciety sliced. Similarly, others, 
such as Irving Berlin, Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein 


2d, et al., figure to earn more. But 
the older writers whose income will 
drop may do something about it 
along the lines employed, off and 
on, for example, by Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh. 

McHugh for some time has, at 
his own expense, promoted his old 
tunes for revival. Recently, he 
hired contactman Dave Bernie to 
work on his past hits, out of Hol- 


lywood. Other writers of good 
standard material would be likely 
to do the same in order to in- 


crease performances of thejr ma- 
terial to maintain income from the 
Society. 

If such a’ move among the 
standard writers were widespread 
enough the competition for per- 
formances among pops and stand- 
ard tunes would create a new sit- 
uation for the music business. 


Roberts Ill, Quits; 
Peer Taking Over 


Hollywood, June 14. 

With E. M. Rdberis leaving the 
business because of illness, Ralph 
S. Peer is taking over as general 
manager of Peer International, 
Southern Music, Charles K. Harris, 
La Salle and Melody Lane. 

He'll boss companies from Holly- 
wood instead of N. Y. 


Vaughn Monroe-RCA 
In Tiein With WB Pic 
Vaughn Monroe and RCA-Vic- 
tor are using a new approach to 





hookups with film music in an 
album by the singer - maestro 
which is ready for release. It’s to 
be tied in with Warner Bros.’ 
“Look for the Silver Lining,” with 


a cover picture of June Haver, 
who is in the cast. 

Peculiar part of the deal is that 
the score includes no new pop 
tunes. All melodies used are 
those connected with legit musi- 
cals in which Marilyn Miller ap- 
peared—all standards. In_ short, 
it’s _an album whose standards are 
likely to be made at any time by 
name artists, and thus tying in 
with the film. 


Cedar Point Buys 
Cedar Point, Ohio. June 14. 
Cedar Point Ballroom has _ set 
talent for the first half of the sea- 
son. Tex Beneke, Mel Torme, 
Charley Barnet orchestra, Debon- 
aires, Bobby Bergen, Glen Gray, 
Milt Herth Trio, Elliott Lawrence, 
Francis Langford-Jon MIMlall, and 
Frankie Yankovic are due. 
Clint Noble will manage and 
M.C. when the season opens Satur- 
day (18) 





* American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers is staring 


at fresh trouble from within its 
own ranks. A group of 40 or so of 
its lower-classified songwriters are 
bent on getting into the Society's 
discussions with the Department of 
Justice over a new consent decree, 
in an all-out once-and-for-all battle 
to force the Society into basing dis- 
tribution of coin to writers on 
more of a performance basis 

which includes younger 
such as Carl Sigman, Sid 
Lippman, Sylvia Dee, Redd Evans 
Kat Twomey, Fred Wise, Buddy 
Kave, and many others, met 
week in New York rheyv drafted 
a letter to the Society stating that 
they or a committee of them had 
been invited to Washington by the 
D. of J. for their side of the story 
of the years-old scrap over classi- 
fication, and that they intended to 
go. No date has been set for a 
meeting with the Government men 
A fund is being built by the group 
to finance the D. C. visit and to re 
lain an attorney. 

Writers will insist that the new 
writer-classification plan ASCAP 
execs have been talking over with 
D. of J. men, and upon which 
hinge S anew consent decree, must 
call for a method of dividing writer 
revenue at least equal to that now 
used by the publisher faction of 
ASCAP. This calls for 55° of pub 
coin to be allocated on the basis 
of performances, 15° on seniority 
and 30°a on availability. ASCAP 
offered the Government a new 
writer plan more than a week ago 
which calls for a 20°% payoff on 
performances, 20°% on_ seniority 
and the remainder under what the 
young writers term the “vague” 
classifications of prestige, value, 
character, nature, etc., of their con- 
tributions to the Society's reper- 
toire. 

What has disturbed the Society's 
younger writers for years is that 
though one or a team of them may 
have one or two outstanding hits 
during a given year, they get noth- 
ing extra for the tremendous num- 
ber of performances such hits 
achieve, though ASCAP is a per- 
formance’ organization. At one 
time, the Society gave a year-end 
bonus to low-classed writers who 
during the year came up with a 
hit. This was discontinued years 
ago. Young writers have no quar- 
rel with the Society's high-rated 
writers who are active or whose 
works are continually valuable to 
the Society, performance-wise or 
in prestige value, but they do 
argue with high-rated writers who 
get comparatively few  perform- 
ances from year to year. They feel 
that the coin earned by an ‘A” 
ASCAP rating, which has averaged 
$20,000 yearly for some time, and 
the few hundred dollars earned by 
some of the lower-classes, is too 
wide a range. 


FORD LEARY DIES AT 41; 
ILL MORE THAN A YEAR 


Ford Leary, widely known trom- 
bonist and singer, died in New 
York June 4 and was buried Mon- 
day (13) by New York Local 802 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians. Body of the musician, 
who was 41, lay in Bellevue hos- 
pital, N. Y., for almost a week be- 
fore it was identified by a son, 
Circumstances of his death are list- 
ed by Bellevue as “confidential.” 

Leary was with numerous top 
name bands at various times, but 
reached his peak while with Larry 
Clinton’s prewar orchestra, at that 
time the No. 1 outfit. He had been 
very ill during the past year or 
more, at one time being in a sani- 
tarlum. 

Local 802’s records list four 
children and Leary’s second wife 
as survivors. 


RCA’s Sales Meet 


RCA-Victor is holding a week- 
long meeting of field salesmen and 
regional managers in Philadelphia 
the week of June 20. Affair is an 
annual one, which this year will 
involve the vital question of sales 
attacks on the 45 rpm situation. 

It’s the first time in a number 
of years the meet is being held in 
Philadelphia, next door to Vic- 
tors Camden, N. J., home-office. 
Last year’s was in Chicago. 


Group 


writers 


last 
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Shore - Doris Day “You 
Him’; Dinah Shore 
+k’ (Columbia). Columbia 
ith a rare idea in coup- 

up with a rare tde¢ FOL 
ee sees Shore and Day on “You 


Have Him,” from Irving Ber- 
a “Miss Liberty.” Aside from 
possible melodic value ot the tune, 
this is a solid jock and juke item 
They work it over cutely, backed 
by Hugo Winterhalter. An _ ever 


better commercial side, however, 
is Miss Shore s handling of : Home- 
work,” a sharp lyrical idea If 
hits solidly. 

Milt Herth ' 
Sweet” - “Ting - A - Ling 
Milt Herth could have a sleeper in 
the “Sweet” side. If it’s not, how- 
ever, there's still plenty of value 
to jocks in the unique approach to 
the standard. It’s as lively and 
colorful as anything in recent 
months. Herth uses a set of bones 
and a palm-beat with his organ, 
and the combination turns out 
something that catches and holds 
the ear. It’s backed by an okay 
version of a tune that started mov- 
ing in the midwest as the result 
of an old Jesse Crawiord record- 
ing. Tiny Hill, incidentally, is out 
on Mercury with “Sweet,” too. His 
is a straightforward, commercial 
approach and a good one. 

Dick Haymes “Maybe It’s Be- 
cause’ —‘‘It Happens Every Spring” 
(Decca). Haymes’ disking of 
“Maybe,” with the Tattlers and 


Trio “Ain't She 
Coral 


Gordon Jenkins orchestra, makes | 


the tune a definite hit possibility. 
They cut it at slow ballad tempo, 
getting fine commercial blend of 
all factors. “Happens’”’ 
bilities of its own. 
with Jenkins, is good, but Margaret 
Whiting’s Capitol siding is supe- 
rior. 

Gordon MacRae “Two Little, 
New Little, Blue Little Eves” 
“Now Is the Time” (Capitol). Two 
average sides. MacRae got what 
seems like a good tune in “Eyes,” 
but crooned it as a lullaby, a 
groove unnatural to his baritone. 
It doesn’t click. Reverse brings up 
a cute waltz. MacRae does it well 
enough, but it just doesn’t seem 
to jell. 

Buddy Clark “Out of Love” — 
“One More Time” (Columbia). Two 
good sides, either of which could 
do something. “‘Out of Love” is a 
fine melody; its appeal grows 
quickly with repetition and it could 
hit. “One More Time” is also a 
possibility. It’s a pretty thing, with 
nostalgic qualities, and Clark does 
- well with Ted Dale background- 
ng. 

Fontane Sisters “Candy Kisses”— 
“Once’'t Around the Park” 
tor). “Candy Kisses” is late, but 
the Fontanes, who work with Perry 
Como on his Chesterfield broad- 
casts, do a good ballad job on it. 


Reverse is a cute novelty that’s | 


excellent programming fare for 
jocks. It tells a listenable story 
and it’s ably performed. 


Betty Hutton “I Wake Up In the 


Morning Feeling Fine’—‘Where 
Are You Now That I Need You” 
(Capitol). Two tunes from Miss 
Hutton’s film, “Red, Hot and Blue,” 
score by Frank Loesser. “Wake 
Up” is good rhythm tune which 
serves nicely for a lively side. Her 
lyrics aren’t easy to understand 
at all times, however, and it hurts 
Flipover, presumably, is the ballad 
Style Miss Hutton has always 
wanted to cut. 

Doris Day “Where Are You Now 
That I Need You’—"Blame My 


Absent Hinded Heart” (Columbia). | 


Miss Day does “Where Are You” 
as light rhythm fare, with the 
Mellomen, John Rarig’s orch and 
some echo tricks, and it turns out 
a neat side. It may not hit hard, 
but it’s a very playable platier for 
jocks and jukes. Backing, a ballad 
from the film, “It’s a Great Feel- 
mg,” contains little. 
Kay Starr “There's Yes, Yes In 
Your Eyes’—"I Wish” ‘Capitol 
liss Starr does the revived “Yes. 
Yes fairly straight and gets a lot 
out of it. Backed by a male group 
and good band accompaniment, 
she makes a really strong jock and 
juke grooving. “I Wish,” a rhythm 
Piece, also’ is attractive in man) 
Ways. Tune appeals and she does 
it well, again getting solid tooter 
assistance. Jocks can't go wrong 
with the side. 
da Frank Sinatra-Doris Day “Let's 
dake An Old-Fashioned Walk’ — 
I Love You” (Columbia). —Two 
more tunes from “Miss Liberty.” 
and Sinatra and Miss Day needle 
the first in solid fashion. A waltz 
and an excellent melody. the two 
Make of it a colorful musical pic- 
ture smartly framed by Ken Lane’s 
Ingers and Axel Stordahl's or- 
chestra. Sinatra’s singing of “I 
ve You” is not nearly as good. 
weynn and Frank Loesser “Baby, 
Us Cold Outside"—"‘Make a Mira- 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


cle’ (Mercury) 
these sides is that they're by the 
writer of both tunes and his Mrs. 
Artistically 
jocks there’s the conversational an- | 
gle. Mrs. 
“Baby” side more than a non-pro 


Connee Boswell coupling of 


Petty Trio ‘Coral) 
issued Terry Shand’s “I've 
Working On the Railroad 
Decca side still very 
today’s jocks; Shand vocals 
Lonnie 
with his own “You 
mance” (King) 


“Old Rusty. Trunk” . 
reissued 
“Object of My Affection” and “Red | clans convention 
River Valley.’ 


Dorothy Shay Steps In 


has possi- | 
Haymes’ disk, | 


Dorothy 
Griff Williams orch at 
Denver, this Saturday (18), Wil- 
liams’ 
psarance. 

Band would normally have laid, ™anner, aside from mike chores, 
off for two or three weeks. 
ever, Miss Shay 


would appear at the dance spot to; Doctor of Music honorary degree 
help out. 
operator at Lakeside, who gave the , O., last week ‘9) at commencement 
okay for substitute leader for stint, | exercises 36th 
Bob Kirk, singer with the band 


(Vic- | 


SHteHHtO OY 


London, June 7. 








Lavender Blue ......... Sun 
By BERNIE WOODS 12th Street Rag....Chappeil 
Wedding Lilli Marlene. B&C 





Selling point in} Red Roses, Blue Lady. Wright 


Faraway Places ....... Leeds 
Strawberry Moon Yale 


Disk Jockey Review 


they’re fair, but for 








Powder Your Face. .Chappell 


Loesser é 
Put Shoes on Lucy... Gay 


makes the 
BOP & BERET 


effort in several of the cuter lines In a Shady Nook Keith P With Les Duell 
; Candy Kisses Chappell 30 Mins. P 
Platter Pointers isk, Ys: die. a. Shae iat Participating 
m in a Box onnelly 11:15 p.m., Mon. to Sat. 
Decca reissued Bing Crosby and Buy Killarney P. Maurice WOKO, Albany 


“Bob 


, ” “Dp ; < ] yf1)] ir } 
White” and “Basin Street Blues. Second 12 Lt Duell. youthful record-ri¢ 
equally well-cut sides : Dorothy On the x ct who is the leading local promot 
~hav’s \ . ‘-)} ! 0 rauss 
Shay’s two newest Columbia) Cuckoo WN Keith P of bebop has recently enro 
*Pa < : we ) ar sen u . ‘ LZ il E : 

Pappy’: Predicament and \n A” You’re Adorable Connells nore than 500 listeners in his Bop 
other Notch On Father’s Shotgun It's Magic 7 rare i} nn 4 nd Beret Club Along 
aren’t up to her standards, but ; “eos a re 6 ee ~—e 
plavable Pd Res par i Rte Behind Clouds Feldman he is explaining for listeners 
siding of “Caravan.” by Sy Oliver Forever and Ever F.D.&H various terms of the jargon. Pro 
with a vocal by Joe Bailey and a I'll Always Love You Clover grams are not confined to bop 
pine agg i equal to any vocal rec- | a 5 ae vag Ma ue W a ong Rn _the field termed “mod 
ords on the tune, and better than | 7 ener 5 Le) eid , Sit 
most Jerry Byrd's “By rd’s | Brush Those Tears .. Leeds His is a feature for a limited 
Boogie” (Mercury), a swell item. | Clopin Clopant Imperial though loyal and probably young 


Heart Loch Lomond Unit audience 
aa classification of sound 
for a non-network station 
who comments in. a 
stvlized manner, might do well 


Ditto “Big Ben Boogie,” Frank | 
Coral re- | 
Been 


a." an old | Instrument-Playing 
Vocalists Must Hold 





persuade dialers not 


Johnson clicks — solidly | 
Take Ro- 
. Same label has 
Louise Carlyle’s | 
. Coral also} 
Tomlin’s original 


good item in 

San Francisco, June 14 
American Federation of Musi- 
here last week 
passed a resolution barring vocal- approach, too much 
ists or anyone else connected with 
an orchestra from participating in .. _, . 
music-making unless they hold a 99G Guarantee For 

~_.¢ vane ° union card 

‘ “ 

As Griff W illiams Ails Ruling will in the future prevent 
anyone who is not a playing musi- 
cian from using claves, maracas, 
gourds or anything else to help 
provide rhythm. 


Duell 
commercials, 


words 
dles spot 


Pinky 





Chicago, June 14. Philadelphia, June 14 


Shay will front the 
Lakeside, 


pre-season guarantee 
scribed to the Robin 


: : It has been a standard practice 
precluding his ap- among pop dance orchestras to 
vocalists in the above 


‘liness from “Friends of the Dell.” 


employ 


How- | _— mer 


DOCTORATE FOR DUKE {hie ears cerinn 


7 aye 
she | Duke Ellington was awarded a iiectcnaaiat 





season, and 


when she heard | 


bandleader’s illness, said 





MCA then contacted the! by Wilberforce l Wilberforce, publishers Contact 


wedding anni 


He’s now on a midwest tour. Thursday) 
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sstesnvssesvose |) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines --*:.*.22"°"! 


{ Vaughn Monroe Victor 

1. RIDERS IN THE SKY (8) (Morris). ..........-205 eeeeeees ) Burl Ives Coluinbia 
. \Gordon Jenkins *. Decca 

2. AGAIN (13) CREED. ok cc a had be pe ERM ED OES RR aseeee }Vie Damone Mercury 
{| Perry Como Victor 

3. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (3) (Williamson). ....-6+6+- ) prank Sinatra. ....... Columbia 
{| Perry Como Victor 

4. “A” YOU'RE ADORABLE (8) (Laurel) .......... seaaves )Tony Pastor ........ Columbia 
{Gordon Jenkins....... Decca 

5. 1 DON’T SEE ME (4) (Laurel).............-0-e- erre tT ) Perry Como .....ss.. Victor 
(Perry Como......se.-. Victor 

6. FOREVER AND EVER (8) (Robbins) ....... seeeeeeeeeeree: ) Russ MOrgait....e.ee-- Decca 
- | Bing Cresby.....s6s a Decca 

7. SO IN LOVE (8) (T. B. Harms). ........-- e+e seeeeeeeees -*:) Dinah Shore..........Columbia 
| Whiting-Mercer ...... Capitol 

8. BABY It’s COLD OUTSIDE (4) (Melrose)... eeeeceeess ) Shore-Ciark ....sewes Columbia 
P \ Vaughn Monroe ........ Victor 

9. RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (17) (Mills) ceteeteeerrres )OHy Lombardo ’ Decca 
\Sammu Kaye oy Victor 

19. CARELESS HANDS (6) (Melrose) TTR Te Te Te | Att Wea. conan Capitol 


Second Group 


Whiting Capitol 


\iiierqaret 


WONDERFUL GUY (Williamson) .......cc eee ee creer er erecees iE , Warren Victor 
\ Po rru Como Victor 
BALI HA’I (Williamson) ...... 0... cceeccccccceeernercscecees ) Bing Crosby ....se% Decea 
|\Eddy Howard ...... Mercury 
LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) ....-s-eeeeeeeeeeeres | Sanrmy Kaye .....-. Victor 


\ Frank Sinatra Columbia 


HUCKLEBUCK (United) ...... 25. ccs rece ncwcccscccccesecece } Townyu Dorsey Victor 
\ Guy Lonibardo Decca 
MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapire-B) ce eeeereceresrccecs 1A Vooney Vi-G-M 
\ Kittu Kallen wren \iereuru 
KISS ME SWEET (Advanced) Paper POET TTeTT TTT Le i Sa Kaye Victor 
PORTRAIT OF JENNIE (Chappell) ...... cece eereevvevevcees King a ere gs 
\ Bing Crosby Jecca 
FAR AWAY PLACES (Lanrel |... ... ee eee creer rere cees eeeees: ) Perry Come ......... Victor 
| Fddy Howard Mercury 
CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) ......cceeceerereurreerererees \ Johnny Mercer....... Capitot 
\ Bing Crosby ....... Decca 
HOW IT LIES (Morris) TPE Se POSTE LAE NS ih ‘) Kay Starr Capitol 
\ Tony Martin Victor 
COMME CI COMME CA (Leeds) .. ccc cece neces ees veeeecenes i Dick Hayines Decca 
NEED YOU (Choice) ........ --:--sseecccceccscccccces er ne-es eg — esiuhvect pista 
: \Guy Lombardo Jecca 
EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) ....-----++-seererreeeess gi, a Re Columbia 
Ral a... Serre Capitol 
SOMEONE LIKE you (Harms) ° coe ce ee ee ee eseeseseeess ee } Doris Dey Columbia 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


which comes under the 
operation 

Duell 
knowing 


broaden a bit the appeal, and thus 
enthusiastic 
about this genre to stay with him 
M h hi bd AFM Voice is small; delivery is distine 
em ers ip In A tive because of preciseness 
Despite this, he occasionally slurs 
competently han 
although 
there is in them, and in the normal 
“you.” Jaco 


\ total of $55,000, the largest 
ever sub- 
Hood Dell, 
has been raised with contributions 


The open-air Philly concert sta- 
dium folded last vear after plaving 
four weeks of a seven-week sum- 
the “Friends” 
raised the advance ante tc insure 


Bob Miller. president of Music 
Emplovees 
union. and his wife celebrate their 
tomorrow 


' Room. Galveston 
|low in for two-weeker at 
View Park, Des Moines, July 8 


, afternoon 


PHIFHFFEFHESSE SEP HFHS&FL H&S &S&EF+F+&S&D&&&O S&S SS FEEFHFHHODDED&& P&P ODIOPE¢P¢P¢E Fens sagan n sy. 
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Best Brish Sheet Sellers RCA’s 507, -Off Clicks Big, But Also 
Helps Other Regular-Price Sales 


¢ RCA-Victor, 


Which has record 
distributors and dealers alternately 
cheering and condemning its 50‘e 
[June clearance sale to rid dealers’ 
ishelves of inventory, may make the 
lidea an annual undertaking. Victor 
jis completely satisfied with the re- 
isponse it claims its retail outlets 
are getting. That the sale is creat 
jing business in New York stores 
is attested to by lines of customers 
t! noted at several 





at have been 
large retailers 
matter of fact, rival com 


| < 


*}panies assert Victor's 50°o-off idea 


on expensive longhair albums and 
a long list of other material has 
boosted sales on their 
material—at regular prices Co 
lumbia Record execs asert§ that 
curing the initial week of the sale, 
there was an increase of between 
55 and 40° in sales of its LP disks 
on “Kiss Me, Kate” and “South 
Pacifie.” 


lresulted in 


Dealers say that’s true, though 
perhaps not to the extent that Co- 
lumbia states. They say that the 
Sule is bringing buvers into stores 
whe haven't bought disks in 
months. They hope that it will re- 
sult in many former constant ree- 
ord-buvers getting back into the 
habit of listening to recorded music 
Which could thereafter bring ‘em 
back for more purchases. 

Victor fully expects that when 
the sale is over that the return to 
normal prices will again induce 
some customers to lay off buving 
but, meantime, a great deal of stock 


Philly Dell Concerts that hadn't been moving will have 


been cleared away. There are dis- 
tribs and dealers, however, who 
brush all these factors aside with 
the blunt statement that Victor's 
sale is and will beat the already 


lagging business to a pulp. That 
when it ends. fewer sales will re 
sult They just can't see mark 


downs. 


On the Upbeat 


New York 
C. V. Haecker named RCA-Vic- 
tor’s merchandise display manager 
Jack Osfeld, very ill for weeks 
of a heart attack, back in his N. Y. 
office RCA is releasing this 
week the first catalog of its new 
45 rpm disks . “Gone to Chi- 
cago,” by Meredith Willson, being 
used by Chicago & Northwestern 
R. R. to mark its 100th anni 
| Herman Lubinsky replaced Fred 
Mendelsohn, who retired, as presi- 
dent of Regent Records . . . Chor- 
'dettes, femme band composed of 
ex-D’Artega and Phil Spitalny 
musicians, at Chez Paree, Atlantie 
City. 














Chicago 
George Olsen set for month 
Starting June 24 at the Balinese 
George Wins- 
River- 


Will Back has month’s stay at 
O’Henry Ballroom here Billy 
Bishop hops to Wisconsin, Dutch 
Mill at Lake Delevan. for three- 
weeker, July 8 Cab Calleway 
goes into Canada to play the Den 
Carlos Casino, Winnipeg, July 28 
for seven days 

Martinque has started Sunday 
radio programs ever 
WGN “Matiner at the Martinique” 

Del Courtrsy has 14 nights at 
the Claridge. Memphis, from July 


115 Russ Hughes takes over disk 
, jockey chore on WCFL from 9 to 
(10 a. m 


daily Sky Way Club, 
Cleveland, going in for name com- 
bos. with Pee Wee Hunt orch in 
July 1. followed by Red Ingle for 
rest of the summer Herbie 
Fields returns for the fifth time 
within year to Club Silhouette, 
July 26. for fortnight Frankie 
Yanowich one-nighting in upper 
midwest territory Griff Williams 
bedded at St. Luke’s Hospital here 

Harry Crewe and Mel Brandt 
trio set into the Casa Bonita. 


Hollywood 


Jack Fina will record Tommy 
Candall’s “Zingarella” for MGM 
Records Johnny Green wind- 
ing up musical direction of War- 
ners “Happy Times.” . Tuark 
Murphy and his Bay City Stemp- 
ers cutting eight sides for Good 
Time Jazz Records, platiery 
launched recently by Lester 
Koenig, Par screenwriter. 

Eddy Howard orch opens two- 


week stand at Elitch’s Gardens, 
Denver. on Friday (17)... Benny 
Strong band. previously etching 


for Tower label in Chi, siened by 
‘Continued on page 43) 
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Rt \ © 
o Radio PREM 


GENERAL ELECTRIC SHOW 
N.B.C., 10:30 P.M,, E.D.T. 


and his Pennsylvanians 


asi : 
will introduce the score of | 
the IRVING BERLIN » ROBERT E. SHERWOOD * MOSS HART Production 




















» 











IRVING BERLIN Music Corporation 


1650 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 
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Additional 3 to5 Years Needed By | Tszc6st22 Decca, Pressured to Decide RPM 


“Riders in the Sky’ 
Retail Sheet Music Seller | 


ASCAP on TV Assignment Rights “izes Course, Can't Easily Groove Plans 


“Riders in the Sky” 


Seller on Coin Machines Ay in al bite ee ee ; 
“Riders in the Sky” It doesn’t appear likely that the | disk industry, are in a spot of 


! “ : re “ 
Best British Seller ‘currently muddled recording situa- trouble. And by waiting awhile 





would involve the exact reproduc- 


American Society of Composers, 
tion of a song as it’s done onsiage 


Authors and Publishers would be 





iT in extensions of or ina film, etc. The “special uses” | Decca could be figuri ill he 
required to obta ; ec) ali ” , see onal aiiek we ecca could be figuring it will have 
television-assignment rights from category created by ASCAP and Lavender Blue tion, caused by the vari-spe ed disks less competition. 
publisher-members for an  addi-| its pub members was to have cov- being produced by Columbia Rec- At the moment, though it is in- 
could close a ¢ eal be ne he A sce wd = res u ays os mut ee alleviated. Decea, which adopted lumbia Records is in the best posi- 
vision broadcasters along the lines reproducing the original source o Its Microgroove disks have 











a “watching and waiting” policy “on 
1 


8 . . r fe > ac- > ateri , 
of a proposal now fe It to be ac- the material gotten somewhat of o foothold on 


ceptable to both side s. Society’s NAB has advised all tele opera- DON REID ORC H (11) when Victor brought out its 45 rpn a RE IE Winkeetd tie Sasi 
current rights assignment _ agree- | tors of the proposal and asked that With Gwen Parke sides in opposition to CRC’s 33%8 ac yet i ed that stage. It's ad- 
. > rs are ° » ~hae > r. ‘ ‘| a dae - “e 1 “ 
ments from me mbers ws ro two they commit themselves one way Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City rpm Microgroove disks, is the key mitted that difficulty is being ex- 
vears, a quarter of which has ex- or the other as quickly as possible. After absence of two years, Don | 2 anes a + iisaladasimalh taig Mat i. Seek Sika channel 
. : ‘ . , ‘ an ) situa n |] ie! ( ) \ ci ial 
pired alre ady (ending Dec. 31, Meanwhile, ASCAP has extended Reid orch is back in the Terrace *“ <p me —_ aie +) : s to be expected in 
1950). and the video industry feels | the déadline for the withdrawal of Grill of the Muehlebach and doesnt ant 0 nd probably , 
that that period isn't long enough iis melodies from video until July "CUnacing oul a month's stand can't make a choice I hit me 
to warrant a deal under proposed 1 This move was authorized bv there 4 longtime arranger for althous t probably will be torced LON Via On it must be re- 
Ve ‘ i ! f .. " ~ ¥9 co ~y em z memb i has yi ' , biisi- 
terms the Society's board two weeks ago, 2@" Garber, Reid's style ts pretty to eventually a enggots 2 ee 
; git ness to worry about RCA’s radio 


P ‘ . SCAP : : well se the swing and sweet 
is it now stands, ASCAP and _ jn the event a deal was imminent eh set in the swing ant 


Its felt by the record business 
‘ ay 1ore ‘less agreed that - format, very much in the groove , : ' 208 ptona — manuiacturing industry is a heavy- 
tele have more or less agreec 1al) and couldn't be settled by June 15 cae tee hotel and bellenen: circell that should Decca make a move ; sa ' et ' 
“eit Gres : eR ' : 1e tel a F Oi weight portion of the an’s overa 
the Society will draw from. the natasha which outfit Benner “Ws ™ re e midwest toward one or the other of the new a - aradites . titan 's ovel 
: : Nays Vii L i Lé >} I Hie ! t IUSIHESS pl I ) Ie ¢ “1 
new medium revenue comparable miblces : systems, it could break up the : I picture nd people are 
7 i” a ; . ‘ ‘ Pe. ’ ares i Pris : no uuvying new radios at the 
to that drawn from radio. But the (RS Musician B.R.’s Instrumentation is pair of trum- impasse that dealers feel has been 
Tational Assn. of Broadcaster: te iS ps ‘ < ; = : moment, due in a large measure 
Nationa Assn. adcas } C at N ' ‘k D: ’ - pets, two trombones. three reeds, fracturing disk sales bul) should ton the eam fohi Portab! i 
. ive ave “ ¢ 4 ’ r nosh — ps ( he rpn of] ab : 
must receive okays on the plan meat IN@c ancery piano, drums and bass. with Reid Decca decide to go either way it th rt figh on | ve ine 
; Petree ee : den. rs ; ; : , ‘ = . small set sales are okay ut larger 
from individual video-operaton Lyman Vunk, radio studio musi- batoning. Reid draws the most in could get hurt by its own move ' : — ne a eC! 


sai yen : _ ions , : varnice . ; ; : combinations with turntabl are 
niembers before it can signal ¢jan with CBS in New York, is fullness and variations on both Decca, like most other rivals, has PECADSeS. Bry 


ASCAP and the latter can ap- bankrolling a ballroom in Great current pops and a raft of old a fairly large inventory of disks 
proach publisher members with a Neck. L. I.. which will eater to faves. Orch goes in for a novelty on shelves. Sinee they are all 7% 
concrete proposal acceptable to teen-agers He’s using the Great Or two now and then and weaves rpm platters. a move by the com There have been rumors of a 
tele, as a wedge that will secure Neck ice rink for nightly dancing in a Latin rhythm which calls pany toward either 45 or 33!4 possible get-together of all com- 


going begging. Victor can't stand 
that off too longs 


rights-assignment extensions. ‘except Monday) at a $1 per ad- forth unusual array of drums. All eouid make much of that stock ob- Panies—that each’ would produce 

Payment plan as it stacks up mission. with no liquor of any type of it in the smooth and sweet pat- solete 49 rpm platter for pops and 

ere - ASCAP > paid ; , tern 33 , groove . 

calls for ASCAI to be paid, ON 2 peing sold: hotdogs and soft drinks Be a aa . Decca is getting plenty of °° ° rpm Microg) ove platters for 

blanket contract, 2%4% of network 5p}, During stand here orch 1s doing (ieee. de =the ak hel Classical. Exees at Columbia laugh 
‘ . A ‘ . : *¢ - ; SS ‘e ( Swing oware either . re 

net time sales, and 214% of local a couple of floorshows nightly, ! at the idea, But heads of other 


Spot opens Friday (17) with Billy giving crew a chance to show off Columbia or Victor, particulariy 
Butterfield and a six-piece jump its roster of specialties and vocal- from Columbia. Its watching-and- 
band plus Art Ryerson and a five- | ists. Gwen Parke holds up the waiting routine, aside from pro- 
tions of 15° agency commissions piece string combo. Spot can hold femme singing assignment in first- tecting itself in the diminished 78 

1 15° ‘sales ‘commission, | lus 2,500 people. rate fashion, with deep-throated field, also could be for the purpose 
aan pi 1 dis t “e ‘s * —— —— style and lively personality. Takes of giving rivals enough time te 
mae Se eee A ein a turn at terp in the floor shows, dash their brains out against the los S bed 
charges, which in tele would be ‘ : coed ¢ aga Dallas Symph Prize 
ce or LAD L h Sh winding her stint with a song and wall of confusion set up by the 
for co-axial cable, ASCAP would ong air orts tap for extra measure. Russ Jo- different speeds Ake AP Houston, June 14 
allow 25° deduction the first two , ‘ , nas steps out of the reed section for , ot he ae eee i Houston Symphony Society is of- 

. ro five-vear deal. 20% the Mishel Piastro, Symphonette has . expect that either Columbia oi : 
years of a five-year deal, o the ects Mentill es the baritone vocals, while Bob Charles’ yictoy poth backed bv powerful fering a $250 first prize for a work 
second two years, and 15% the conduc ‘e eacing yr er Mi an- warbles a ballad now and then ; . : 
‘. ° qa0e > f © 10° . . . 
final year. All deductions are to be agement division of Alpha Music, Reid gets in some banjo work on 


companies, notably Milton R. Rack- 
mil, Decea president, believe some 
such compromise will have to be 
worked out 


{ime sales of indie stations, plus 
10% of the total in each case. 
There would be the usual deduc- 


parent organizations, will wind up composed by a Texan and moti- 














made before the extra 10% is com-| Inc. . . . Muriel Rahn, lead in his own during the show, and Ed- !'9 the soup. But it’s no secret that vated by the theme of Sam Hous- 
puted. Cooperative shows would | “Carmen Jones” legiter, to sing die Lambert shows nimble piano other indie companies, such as ton 
be construed as network shows. title role in “Aida” for Salmaggi_ work in specialty. Sums up as ver- Capitol, Mercury, et al, which Dec. 31, 1949. is the deadline 
ASCAP has also agreed to set Opera Co. at Triboro Stadium, satile crew. _ ae have made themselves felt in the date. 
up a per-program license plan for N.Y., July 9... Igor Buketoff, con- After the K. C. date outfit is due 
local stations comparable to the | ductor of Fort Wayne Philhar- back in Chi for a ballroom loca- e ~~ 
above outlined network deal. monic, awarded degree of Doctor cion Quin. » - 4 be , 
In exchange for the coin deal, Of Music at Los Angeles Conser- eUeD Tag oOngs il argest a 10 ll lence ( 
which definitely is a vast improve- | vatory of Music and Arts vester- PETER BARRY ORCH (5) re] “ 
ment over what tele offered the | day ‘Tues.) ... Eva Likova, sopra- With Joyce Hahn The 1 33 s ; he week . ca a a 
Society originally, ASCAP will|no, heading final Veterans Ad- Tic Toc, Montreal dis psi! re BY hd aes eh ye sells . Ay based on , 
agree to drop its “special uses’ Ministration concert at Halloran With the local after-dark trade fa ited ye se > Radi : ytrtiiee. "Py blisl al a ay A oh , 
category, which would require ex-; Hospital, Staten Island, N.Y., June on a heavy Latin-American kick, R Pascoe I > a “arta o "‘haminie rie oe by the Office of 
tra clearance and payment from 20 . . . Efrem Kurtz last week the Peter Barry froup now play- eee oe ia . ween : en: See ee 
and to ASCAP itself. There will | signed 10 new musicians in N.Y. ing the smart Tic Toe club is click- Survey Week of June 3-9, 1949. 
be only the general performance | for his Houston Symphony Orches- ing In sock fashion. Using an ac- A Chapter In My Life Called Mary Shapiro-B 
category covered by the blanket | tra, included William Rose, NBC cordion, _Sultar, and _drummer, A Wonderful Guy—**South Pacific” Chappell 
license, and the “dramatic” right, | Symphony tuba player... Amer- With Barry Pete: bass and Joyce “A”"—You're Adorable Laurel 
which must be cleared with the | ican Dance Festival to be held for —— a, te = — Again—*‘‘Road House” Robbins 
copyright owner of a tune and_/ second vear at Connecticut College, lias at dalediimeanae cai ; full Always True To You In Fashion—*‘“Kiss Me Kate” T. B. Harms 
paid for extra. Such performances’ New London, Conn., Aug. 12-21. sae of rhumbe ee ee Pa Baby It's Cold Outside—*"Neptune’s Daughter”. Vorris 
a < Ant -! eae i ee Present group has been together Bali Ha‘i—**South Pacific’ Chappell 
5 for two vears now. ever. since Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend—*“‘Beautiful Blonde” Miller 
B d t H t ] B O S Barry received his discharge from Because You Love Me Remick 
an s a O e * e the Canadian Army. Previous to Candy Kisses 5d Sahl xudvtub eakcateetnca i kaa a Hill & Range 
his army stint, Barry played with Careless Hands Pree eey . See Pe Melrose 
Weeks —— PR Joe Marsala and Henry Jerome in Comme Ci, Comme Ga Te CCC eee, eee 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date New York, end ik i Ir “ Cruising Down the River ......... Pach et soa Spitzer 
, hi , . ‘ 9 95 ‘ some time with Jack Hylton anc ee he Pe Ek SRSA err eee ee ee .. Santly-Joy 
oo Rae New Yorker (400: $1-$1.50)..... "7 “25 76.650 ee _ Everywhere You Go .. ooo yeaah Peer et * ves Lombardo 
. von : > Although few in numbers. the Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue ...... Feist 
3 Suns-Paul Sparr. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ....... 0 400 400 group plays 25 different  instru- Pennven- aii Reee oh Nid a caliacs scr, V Robt 
Dick Jurgens. .... Statler (450; $1.50-$2).......... 3 1.100 4425 ments. Arrangements for most eat aft ——_ oe ee Cr oa 
Carmen Cavallaro Astor (850; $1.50-$2)............ 3 3.500 10.700 numbers are done by Bob Hahn H pride ” —— i eS seen = 
: ile rehee, : : : ollywood Square Dance .................ecee0. Santly-Joy 
and Mack White, with all the Meter 06 Ekee: Mae WF tide Mow 3 ‘Soak ~ 
Hews: Younes. inc ettne. Spanish tunes handled by Barry ow It Lies, How t dies, | OW 10 EOOS) oti seat ae Morris 
2 days. Newt. I Don't See Me In Your Ey es Anymore............ Laurel 
. a in the Good Old Summertime... ..«.....ciecsecn E. B. Marks 
Chicago HARRY OWENS 12 Kins Me eet SO savanced 
Johnny Brewer ‘Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). 2 otal, San Francisco Merry-Go-Round Waltz Shapiro-B 
Summer revue opened Thursday (9), bolstered biz: fine 2.300 covers. Harry Owens’ highly styled One & Only Highland Fling—‘“Barkleys of Bway.’ Warren 
Dick LaSalle ‘Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). egmbo stresses the Coast affinity Portrait of Jennie ...... .. Chappell 
Final week of Lena Horne and closing of room sock 3.500. for Hawaiian music, and the special Riders In the Sky ' Morris 
Frankie Masters ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). penchant for it shown through the So In Love—*"Kiss Me, Xate”.. oss isc wees T. B. Harms 
Hefty 4.378 tabs. vears by Frisco especially. Near- Some Enchanted Evening—*‘South Pacific” ...... Chappell 
Freddy Martin (Beachwalk, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Fine weather ness of Hawaii as a resort spot and Someone Like You—/*‘*My Dream Is Yours”...... Harms 
started outdoor season with excellent 12,000. hefty tourist trade there the past Streets Of Laredo—?‘‘Streets Of Laredo”  ...... Famous 
Bill Snyder ‘College Inn, Sherman, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Some 3,900 several seasons have had strong in- Weddin’ Day ............ _. Famous 
People hit spot for “Salute to Rodgers and Hammerstein” show. fluence, and Owens’ troupe mirrors ; it ! _* 
Ted Straeter ‘(Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). prevailing sentiments by exclusive The remaining 21 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
Not too bad 2.800 coverts. purveying of Hawaiian rhythms based on the copyright Audieice Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
and songs, plus his tunesmithing lar Musie Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the 
along same channels. His own Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
Los Angeles “Sweet Leilani” is still a big hand- ; ; : 
Jack Fina ‘Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Ben Gage. Ruiz and God- getter , Ballin’ the Jack E. B. Marks 
frey, Annette Warren, Stuart Wade, Tune Tailors. Third week, good Using his sweet ensemble of Every Time I Meet You—*‘‘Beautiful Blonde” Feist 
3,375 covers. piano, drums, bass. guitar, steel- 1400 Dream Street Martin 
Chuck Foster ‘Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). Good 4.375 covers. mie re peed hag R ee Bn ge My Girl From Jones Beach— “Girl From Jones Beach” Harms 
Ted Fio Rito ‘Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Slow 350 covers. Owens deftly ‘scramble s all the old Havin’ a Wonderful Wish—*"Sorrowful Jones” -ineiaoeaama 
—~ te aloha reliables sparked with newer Hurry, Hurry, Hurry ; a ‘ a reyer 
L I J b N tI H t | items, including such comedy copy if | Could Be With You—' Flamingo Road -+.- Remick 
ocation Jobs, Not in Hotels as is available. all to good effect | It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World Lo... BMI 
(Chicago) and terpability. I've Got My Love To Keep Me Warm ..... Berlin 
Tommy Carlyn ‘Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Second week equals nifty Outstanding attraction with Little Old Church Near Leicester Square see a 
first: 12.000 dancers. Owens is Hilo Hattie, whose sure- Lora Bell Lee . + ttteeee antly-Joy 
Cee Davidson ‘Chez Paree. 500: $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Gertrude Nies- fire sense of song hoke. plus native Maybe It's Because— Along Fitth Avenue BVC 
sen and Henny Youngman Sharp 4.300 tabs. barefoot hula-ing, garners much Powder ¥ our Face W ith Sunshine ... Lombardo 
Larry Green ‘Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm_). Final stint of Green light 9,000. tings gg . og! aie rs Put Your Shoes On Lucey a _. Bourne 
Bobby Peters ‘Blackhawk. 500: $2.50 min.). Doing a little better at ““@YOU ‘al hg slising of Eddie Right Girl For Me—‘"Take Me Out To Ballgame”. Robbins 
1,800 cus : . click is falsetto vocalizing Of Eddie Sault Ste. Marie Mellin 
customers. Bush with such rag as Sav It Isn't the Night Cavalier 
xa “Sing Me a Song for Old Hawaii” te — ace bg oe a 
(Los Angeles) ami Aloha.” Toscan tcoe Gurenen se a To Love . rere ee re eres = arren Pub. 
Paul Neighbors ‘Aragon, Santa Monica, 4th wk.). Slow 3.500 ad- jtems most played are “Lailani,” Sunflower ~~ POET EL OTe Trae te — 
Missions. “Little Butch” and ‘Voice of the Miss Lullaby a racy eee oe eer es * outhern 
Russ Morgan (Palladium B., Hollywood: Ist wk.). Dropping: 9.800 Trade Winds.” You're So Understanding : F oo 40d O88 60 O SS 8 Barron 
admissions. Always a top ranker in Frisco, ee oF ; : ; 
Harry James (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; !st wkend). Okay 6,075 Owens is drawing solid business + Film musical. * Legit musical. 
admissions, Booked through August. Ted. 
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Compiled for JARTETY 
By JULIUS MATTFELD 
(Copyright, Variety. Inc. All Rights Reserved) 

Legends and other basic background information, attendent to the compilation 
and. presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
Cavalcade started publication serially. UW is suggested that these installments be 
clipped and filed for future reference. 

Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 

1912—Continued 
Rudolf Friml 
1913 


growth of the enter- Otto Hauerbach. m 
Schirmer, Inc., cop 


The vast 
tainment business in the past gen- G 


eration was exemplified via an es- The Cricket On the Hearth 
timate by Variety of the wealth | (Sweethearts). w., Robert B. Smith 
of various theatrical personalities: m., Victor Herbert. G. Schirme! 
George VI Cohan $1,500,000: Inc., cop. 1913 

David Belasco, $1,000,000; Daniel The Curse of An Aching Heart. 


Frohman, $1,000,000; Chauncey Ol- w., Henry Fink. m., Ai Piantadosi. 
cott, $750,000; Maxine’ Elliott, Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1913 

$400,000: David Warfield, $350,000; Don’t Blame It All on Broadway. 
William Gillette, $300,000; Maude w., Joe Young and Harry Williams 
Adams, $225,000: Fred Stone,'m., Bert Grant. Harry Williams Mu- 
$175,000; Eddie Foy, $100,000. sic Co., cop. 1913. 

Billy Watson and his “Beef Trust Do You Take This Woman for 
Beauties” were a burlesque sensa- Your Lawful? (The Passing Show 
tion of 1913). w.. Andrew B. Sterling. 

Plavs of the season included: m., Harry Von Tilzer. Harry Von 


“The Winsome Widow,” “Hanky Tilzer Music Pub. Co., cop. 1913 
Panky,” “The Merry Countess,’ Down by the Silvery Rio Grande. 
“Within the Law,” “The Affairs of w., Dave Weisberg and Robert F 
Anatol,” “The Whip,” “Broadway Roden. m., Charles Speidel. The 
to Paris” Irene Bordoni’, and Joe Morris Music Co., cop. 1913 
*Potash and Pearlmutter.’ Down On the Farm in Harvest 
_ Time. w., Andrew K. Allison. m., 
1913 Dick Richards. F. B. Haviland Pub 
The Angelus (Sweethearts). w.. mo ee — — - Chrj 
2Aher > mit] liatar rh. P Pts. W.., ’ “1S 
mohert B. Smith. m., Victor Her) ai F. B. Haviland Pub. Co.. 


ert. G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1913 gig Pa 
Asia (All Aboard). w., E. Ray 4%: COP 1913. 7" —_ 
Goetz. m., John Lindsay. Waterson, Friend 0’ Mine. w Frederick E 
Berlin & Snyder Co cop. 1912 by Weatherly. m., Wilfrid Sanderson 
Richard Birnbach: assigned 1913 to London; Boosey & Co., Ltd., cop. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co 1913 
The Blind Ploughman. w., Mar- | .,%004-Bye Boys. w., Andrew B. 
guerite Radclyffe-Hall. m., Robert Sterling and William Dillon. m., 
Coningsby Clarke London: Chap- Harry Von Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer 
pell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1913. Music Pub. Co., cop. 1913. 
Brighten the*Corner Where You Goodbye, Little Girl of My 
Are. Hymn. w., Ina Duley Ogdon Dreams. W., Richard Howard. m., 
m.. Charles H. Gabriel. Philadel- | 4: Fred Philips. F. B. Haviland 
e 1. ) Se tae -ub. Co., cop. 1913. 
yhia; The Rodeheaver Co., cop. Pu . , I : , 
1913 by Chas. H. Gabriel He'd Have to Get Under—Get 
The Bubble (High Jinks). w.. Out and Get Under to Fix Up His 
—— z & Automobile. w., Grant Clarke and 








ro ——_=—"“Ome=m——mn [)(ifal Leslie. m., Maurice Abra- 
hams. Maurice Abrahams Music 
y 
YOU’RE 


Co,. Inc., cop. 1913. 

I Hear a Thrush at Eve. w., Nelle 
Richmond Eberhardt. m., Charles 
Wakefield Cadman. White - Smith 
Music Pub. Co., cop. 1913 

If I Had My Way. w., Lou Klein. 
m., James Kendis. James Kendis 
Music Corp., cop. 1913 

In My Harem: w., m., Irving Ber- 
lin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1913. 

It Takes a Little Rain With the 
Sunshine to Make the World Go 
Round. w., Ballard MacDonald. m., 
Harry Carroll. Shapiro, Bernstein 
& Co., Inc., cop. 1913. 

Juba Dance (In the suite; In the 


HEARTLESS 
TING-A-LING 


(Waltz of the Bells) 
ro 


THE DREAM OF 
OLWEN 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19, N. ¥. 

















His 1st recording since the ban! 


=lliot 


Zawrence 


aud bis Orchestra 


GIGOLETTE 


featuring 
The Theremin, Jack Hunter and Singing Ensemble. 


Backed with 


ELEVATION 


A hot instrumental that rocks and rides solidly. 
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s0ttoms). Piano solo m., R. Nathan- 
iel Dett. Chicago; Clayton F. Sum- 
my Co., cop. 1913. 

A Little Bunch of Shamrocks. 
w., William Jerome and Andrew B. 
Sterling. m., Harry Von _ Tilzer. 
Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
cop. 1913. 

Love Has Wings (Sari). w.. C. C. 
S. Cushing and E. P. Heath. m., 
Emmerich Kalman. Jos. W. Stern 
& Co., cop. 1912 by Josef: Wein- 
berger; cop. 1913 by Jos. W. Stern 
& Co. 

Love’s Own Sweet Song (Sari). 
w., C. C. S. Cushing and E. P. 
Heath. m., Emmerich Kalman. Jos. 
W. Stern & Co., cop. 1912 by Joset 
Weinberger; cop. 1913 by Jos. W. 
Stern & Co. 

Mammy Jinny’s Jubilee. w., L. 
Wolfe Gilbert. m., Lewis F. Muir. 
F. A. Mills, cop. 1913. 

Marcheta. w., m., Victor Schert- 


zinger. The John Franklin Musie 


Co., cop. 1913. 

The Memphis Blues (Honey Boy). 
m., W. C. Handy. Arr. as a song by 
George A. Norton. Theron C. Ben- 
nett, cop. 
Joe Morris Music Co. 

My Faithful Stradivari (Sari) w., 
Cc. C. S. Cushing and E. P. Heath. 
m., Emmerich Kalman. Jos. W. 
Stern & Co., cop. 1912 by Joset 
| Weinberger, cop, 1913 by Jos. W. 
| Stern & Co. 

My Wife’s Gone to the Country. 
|w., George Whiting and Irving 

Berlin. m., Ted Snyder. Waterson, 
Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 1913. 

| My Wonderful Dream Girl. w.. 
Oliver Morosco. m., Victor Schert- 
zinger. The John Franklin Music 
Co., cop. 1913. 

Oh, You Million Dollar Doll. w., 
Grant Clarke and Edgar Leslie. m., 
Maurice Abrahams. Maurice Abra- 
hams Music Co., cop. 1913. 

The Old Rugged Cross. Hymn. 


w., m., Rev. George Benrard. Chi- 
cago; The Rodeheaver Co., cop. 
1913 by George Bennard, Homer 


A. Rodeheaver, owner. 

On the Old Fall River Line. w., 
William Jerome and Andrew B. 
Sterling. m., Harry Von Tilzer. 
Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
cop. 1913. 

Peg O’ My Heart. w., Alfred 
Bryan m., Fred Fisher. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1913; renewed 
1941; cop. 1947. 

The Pullman Porters on Parade. 
w., Ren. G. May lfi.e., Germany, 
pseud. of Irving Berlin]. m., Maurf- 
ice Abrahams. Maurice Abrahams 
Music Co., cop. 1913. 

Sailing Down the Chesapeake 
Bay. w.. Jean C. Havez. m., George 
Botstord. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1913. 

Snookey Ookums. w., m., Irving 
Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1913. 

Softly Thro’ the Summer Night 
(Sari). w., C. C. S. Cushing and E. 
P. Heath. Jos. W. Stern & Co.,, 
cop. 1912 by Joset Weinberger; 
cop. 1913 by Jos. W. Stern & Co. 

Somebody’s Coming to My 
House. w., m., Irving Berlin. Water- 
son, Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 
1913 

Something Seems Jingle-Ingle- 
ing (High Jinks). w., Otto Hauer- 
bach. m., Rudolf Friml. G. Schir- 
mer, Inc., cop. 1913. 

Such a Li'l’ Fellow. w., Frances 
Lowell. m., William Dichmont. 
Boston; Oliver Ditson Co., cop. 
1913. 


1913; assigned 1916 to 


. hats were fashionable 
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12B “Blue Skirt Waltz” (Millis) - ‘ _3 8 
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Cubism. Widely written up in the 


papers 


(Sweethearts). w., 
Victor Herb- 


Sweethearts 
Robert B. Smith. m., 


ert. G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1913 ——— 

That International Rag. w., m., 1914 
Irving Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & After the Roses Have Faded 
Snyder Co., cop. 1913. Away. w., Bessie Buchanan, m., 


There’s a Girl in the Heart of 
Maryland—With a Heart that Be- 
longs to Me. w., Ballard MacDon- 
ald. in., Harry Carroll. Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., cop. 1913. 

There’s a Long, Long Trail. w., | 1914. 

Stoddard King. m., Zo Elliott. M. Back to the Carolina You Love. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1913 by w= Grant Clarke. mm... Jean 
West & Co., London; assigned Schwartz. Waterson, Berlin & Sny- 
1914 to M. Witmark & Sons. der Co., cop. 1914. 


To Have, To Hold, To Love. w., By the Beautiful Sea. w., Harold 


Ernest R. Bail. M. 
Sons, cop. 1914 

At a Mississippi Cabaret. w., A, 
Seymour Brown. m., Albert Gum- 
ble. Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 


Witmark & 











Darl MacBoyle. m., Ernest R. Ball. R ‘Atteridge. m., Harry Carroll. 

M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1913. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., 
The Trail of the Lonesome Pine. | cop. 1914. 

w., Ballard MacDonald. m., Harry (Continued next week) 

Carroll. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., ay 


cop. 1913 

What’s the Good of Being Good 
—When No One’s Good to Me. w., 
Stanley Murphy. m., Harry Von 
Tilzer. Vtarry Von Tilzer Music 
Pub. Co., cop. 1913: 

When You're Ail Dressed Up 
and No Place to Go (The Beauty 
Shop). w , Benjamin Hapgood Burt. 
m., Silvio Hein. T. B. Harms & ' 
Francis, Day & Hunter, cop. 1913. 

When You Play in the Game of 


Keep your fans happy 


with low-cost 
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Love. w., Joe Goodwin. m., Al Or subiect? 
Piantadosi. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. —_ Per M 
1913. | Quantity 17.06 
Where Did You Get That Girl? 7900 12.00 
w., Bert Kalmar. m., Harry Puck. 3,08 01-50 
Kalmar & Puck Music Co., cop. 5,000 8.50 
1913. | 10,000 yetion 


reprod 


super) ry 
oe -y words co} 


You’re a Great Big Blue Eyed 


Baby. w.. m., A. Seymour Brown. 1 tea “iy aye 
° " elively 

Jerome HH. Remick & Co., cop. “ , order au 

1913. da Prive’ 


gam vies 
You've Got Your Mother's Big aa 
Blue Eyes. w.. m., Irving Berlin. 2 d R d tl 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., ostcar epro HT ons 
cop. 1913. P 
= Fort Wayne, Indiana 
“Class” dancers had their advent | § 
in hotels, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
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Castle’s salary being reported at 
$1,000 per week. Meantime the 
“dansants’’"—i.e. matineé dances at 
public pvlaces—were bitterly con- 
demned because of “male idlers,” 
and were fading out. 

Woodrow Wilson was 
rated president. 

To the presidential cabinet was 
added a Secretary of Labor, the 
first one being William B. Wilson, 
ex-officer of the United Mine 
Workers’ Union, and since 1907 
congressman trom Pennsylvania. 

Parcel post was an innovation. 

Ping-pong was a popular pas- 
time in New York 


A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


inaugu- 





Indiana and Ohio suffered from ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


disastrous floods in which hun- 
dreds were drowned and property 
loss was enormous. 
Turbans (a vogue 
Queen Mary) and Merry 














started by | 4% 
Widow 
What mostly went into a silk 
stocking was lisle. 

The legitimate stage had a poor 
season, but there were several 
money makers: ‘“‘Peg o’ My Heart” 
with Laurette Taylor, “Within the 
Law” with Jane Cowl. “The Auce- 
tioneer”’ and “Seven Keys to Bald- 
pate.” 
Charlie Chaplin became a film 
comedian. Other film players of 


the year included: William Ffar- ‘ae 


Wish rn 

num, Mabel Taliatero., and Flor- LA ban 

ence Nash 1619 Broadway. New 
Artists started a trend toward 
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TRISH DISK CO. PLANS 
U.S. SETUP IN PHILLY 


Dublin, June 14. 
Irish Recording Co., which has 


been flying disks of Irish folk-| 


music over to WDAS, Philadelphia, 
is now planning a new setup to 


‘pring Irish disks into the U. S. 


market. Prexy Bill Stapleton 
plans an early visit to America to 
organize a company, to be known 
as Irish Recording Co.-Philadel- 
phia, inc. 
Setup here has handled disking 
for several of sponsored shows cur- 
rently aired over Radio Eireann. 











On the Upbeat — 











|__—-—- (ontinued from page 39 
——— 


Holly wood 


Capitol Records . Anson Weeks 
opened a summer ‘spot of his own 
at Fort Washington, Cal... 
Leighton Noble band booked for 
Jantzen Beach starting July 14. 
Orch getting $2,750 weekly guar- 
antee against 60% 


Pittsburgh 

Tex Beneke plays one-nighter at 
West View Park on June 28... 
Dick Brown, “Stop the Music” 
singer, into Bill Green’s for two 
weeks, first of them with Gene 
Williams’ orch ... Joey Reynolds, 
one-man band, added to the talent 
lineup at Nite Court of Fun. . 
Bob Carter, m.c. and vocalist at 
Nixon Cafe for 11 years who left 
that spot six weeks ago, filled in 
for ailing Jackie Heller at Carou- 
sel, only other nitery besides Nixon 
he’s ever worked in Pittsburgh... 
Organist Jesse Flaherty has re- 
placed Dolores Clark unit in Bill 
Green’s-Cocktail Lounge .. . Bill 
Bickel’s Starliters Trio out of Ho- 
tel Roosevelt’s Fiesta Room for 
summer run at Pines. 





= 





MUSIC 
BOURNE 

















IT'S A POP HABIT 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 
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IDONTSEEME 
IN YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 


“LAUREL MUSIC CO., 
New. York 








1619 Broadway, 
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Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees union began mailing new 
contracts to publishers Monday 
(13) for signature. Agreement, 
worked out after months of dis- 
cussion with the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn., was finally clear- 
ed only a week or so ago, when the 
pubs rejected the MPCE’s request 
for a change in one of the clauses. 
Latter, the pubs felt, would have 
given the MPCE too much latitude 
in deciding whether a songwriter 
was being used by a publisher to 
plug songs in place of a regular 
contact man, 

New pacts are for 
ending Dec. 31, 1952. 


four years, 





Music Notes 











Page Cavanaugh Trio joining 


Frank Sinatra on crooner’s up- 
coming tour; first date at Steel 
Pier, June 24-26 ... Leeds Music 
cutting here, with pros- 
pect of two employees’ being 
axed ... Victor has recorded Max 
Steiner's score for Warner's “The 
Fountainhead,” with album due 
out next month Yvette and 
Josette Roman, French piano duo, 
will cut Capitol transcriptions ... 
Frankie Laine cutting four faces 
for Mercury Artie Wayne and 
Dottie O’Brien start June 16 at 
the Sundown, Phoenix, move to 
Golden hotel, Reno, June 22 

Max Steiner scoring Warners 
“The Story of Seabiscuit” The 
Skylarks cutting two 15-minute 
shows for the Navy . Hoagy Car- 
michael will sing his own “My 
Christmas Wish to You” for Ron 
Aleorn’s “Johnny Holiday” . . 
“Meet Me in St. Louis,” Margaret 
Whiting’s audition platter, making 
the agency rounds as possible fall 
network entry. 


salaries 











FRANKIE LAINE 


CURRENTLY 


LOEW’S STATE 
ST. LOUIS 
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PERRY COMO (Victor) eds a a ee 
2 2 “Some Enchanted Evening” TTT a: ae 2 2 2 3 5 59 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) i ta 
3 3 Again” 2 re 2 2 5 2 5 57 
G. JENKINS- STARDU STERS- ‘D) capitis = 
4 _5___“I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”... 4 - 3 3 10 1 34 
D. SHORE-B. CLARK (Columbia) 
_5 7 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” . 6 5 se 4 4 6 ) 32 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) _ ee 
_6A 4 “Forever OI A) i 10 10 8 ; 7 4 4 6 28 
M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) 7. = ot einai i 
_6B 8 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” ore 7 5 4 5 = 8 28 
BING CROSBY (Decca) __ a La ee ns 
7 ___9 “Some Enchanted Evening”...... 7 3 :- ve 26 
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DICK HAYMES (Decca) _ 7 ca a ee 
1A 7 _“Room Full of Roses” as) 5 a 5 8 15 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) _ —_ waitin 
11B 16 “Again” ... soseee ss as 4 3 15 
MARGARET. “WHITING (Capitol) 7 , 
12, 10 “A Wonderful Guy” : a5 - us 6 6 10 14 
PERRY COMO (Victor) — er 
ae. « eee 9 5 7 10 13 
MEL TORME (Capitol) _- a. za 
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17A “Everywhere You Go” ‘ ; ; 7 7 8 
F GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) — 
17B “Merry-Go-Round Waltz” “% ote 5 _9 a ead 8 
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Decea Pee eer 9 212 | Columbia (66506 S5CCKESE SSSA 66 
Victor ...ccccececcces cece 3 189 | Mercury ...... sere cece eerenes 1 15 
NE ccc ob 8) 40-4. 000,54SS 3900 5 89 | 
~ Tnside Orchestras—Music. pee nee 
New Orleans, June 14. 


The Eddy Duchin Piano Studios last week opened their first layout 
in New York and will follow shortly in other key cities. Keyboard 


maestro has developed a new method of instruction, the Audiscope Sys- | 


tem. which is built around a large electrical sign—something like a 
| king-size pinball machine—which lights up whenever a note is struck. 
On it the pupil can see the exact note on the keyboard and its corre- 
sponding note on the musical scale. 
| hands light up, showing the students which digits to use. 

Students sit in front of the electric device and “play” on plastic key- 
boards, following the instructor. With this visual aid, Duchin says, 
learning a melody is a matter of minutes. He proved it at the cocktail 
party opening his studios, getting some unmusical muggs from the trade 
press to pound out a few bars of a waltz in seven minutes fiat. 





Included in the International Federation of the Phonographic Indus- 
try’s proposal for the formation of a Berne Convention for the industry 
are some factors, which are not mentioned in the articles of the Berne 
convention. The federation is concerned with those rights that do not 
come within the sphere of copyright but which, on the other hand, 
represent something more than industrial rights. These include the 
rights of broadcasting stations or authorities in regard to their emis- 
sions; the rights of performers; the rights of commercial record manu- 
facturers and the use of commercial records on broadcasts. 

At the Berne Union conference held in Brussels last June the con- 
vention declined to admit any of these rights as coming properly within 
the sphere of the Berne convention itself, but in each case, passed reso- 
lutions acknowledging the need for legal protection of those rights. 





“Talent and Tunes” chart has an 
individual disk such as Vaughan Monroe's “Riders In the Sky” so com- 
pletely dominated that field of exploitation. In the current issue, the 

| platter grabbed 17 firsts and two seconds in the request balloting by 24 
| disk mage a all over the country. Not even Nat ‘King) Cole’s Capitol 
platter of “Nature Boy,” which last year rode roughshod over all air 

| performances, reached that point. 


Not since the start of VARIETY’s 


At the same time, fingers on two | 


Massimo Freccia, 
the New Orleans Symph, became 
an American citizen Thursday (9) 
after 
eral court. 


conductor of 


taking the final oath in fed- | 





THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
FROM BASHFUL BEND 


From 20th Century-Fox's 
“THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
FROM BASHFUL BENO"™ 


recorded by 
THE MODERNAIRES ..Columbia 
ART LUND ...... coeM-G-M 
RCA Victor 
Mercury 
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HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO 
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Night Club Reviews 


Versailles, N. Y. 

Jimny Carroll, Bob Grant's (8) 
and Panchito (6) Orchs; $3.50 min- 
imum. 

Only one act on this bill—but 
one who has come a long way. The 
name is Jimmy Carroll. 

Carroll has a fine voice and sells 
it neatly in a varied routine. He 
hasn’t developed commensurately 
in the talk department, and that 
seems like something he’s got to 
take care of pronto. Vocally, his 
phrasing and breath control are ex- 
cellent. He's an Irish tenor who 
doesn’t resort to any tricks to sell 
his voice. Nor does he have to 
With his good looks, he’s a good 
musicomedy bet should he develop 
in the handling of lines 

Carroll does 25 minutes with 
ease on his return to the Ver- 
sailles, where he last sang four 
years ago under less fortuitous cir- 
cumstances. He starts out singing 
at the floor mike, and after 
whamming the customers with sev- 
eral pops, seats himself at the 
piano tor his own accompaniment. 
Somehow, his pianoing seems dis- 
tracting; perhaps it would be best 
if he forgot the ivories. sa 
tribute to him that he doesn’t re- 
quire anything but that fine voice 
of his to click with any class or 
mass audience. Carro!l is back here 
mostly on the basis of a radio 
rep he’s built since last at the 
Versailles, and he has also played 
the smart spots, namely, the Wal- 
dort, last fall! 

Bob Grant's orch plays for the 
straight dancing, and Panchito for 
the Latin terps. Each combo clicks. 

Kahn. 





Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 
Trini Reyes, Rosita 
Kali Karlo & Charmine, Kenneth 
Buffet, Anselmo Sacasas Orch 
(13), Pancho Orch (8), Havana- 
Madrid Lovelies (6): $3 minimum. 


This Latin-American spot will 
have to lean more heavily than 
usual on the rhumba-allure of its 
Sacasas and Pancho ensembles to 
pull in the aficionados. Its new 
layout, headlined by Trini Reyes, 
flamenco specialist, falters on the 
thin side. Addition of another solid 
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MEMO: 


CBS-TV “Toast of the 
Town’ Sunday the 19th. 
Thanks to toastmaster Ed 
Sullivan and = those bish 
Mark 


Newman 


toasters, Leddy - 


Leon (who also 
take orders to go) regards 


Billy Bishop. 








| 


| act could fatten the bill to a satis- 


Chevalier, | 


factory point and endow it with 
the needed change of pace. With 
its authentic Latin atmosphere and 
Afro-Cuban overtones, show is on 
the right track, lacking only an 
additional investment in more tal- 
ent. 

Miss Reyes, who has now become 
something of a name-draw at the 
Hovana-Madrid, does some _ jet- 
rhythmed heel work. She is a vir- 
tuoso of the Castillian folk dances 
with a fresh, winning appearance 
and plenty of fire to meet the de- 
mands of flamenco terping. As in 
past performances, her top and 
most exciting routine is the wind- 
up in which she beats out the 
tempo with her hands and heels 
sans orchestral aid 

Rosita Chevalier, in the next-to 
closing, combines torrid Latino lilt- 
ing and body-swiveling punctuation 
to incandescent elifect. Miss Cheva- 
lier lacks strength and richness on 
the tonal score but is still able 
to register with the customers 
through sheer energy, movement 
and sex appeal. Chanteuse drives 
home trio of Latin tunes, inter 
spersing Svanish lyrics with occa 
sional English passages. Standout 
number was “Quizas.”’ 

Kali Karlo & Charmine dig into 
the Afro end of the bill with a 
barefoot terping routine which bor- 
rcws much from the Congo beat 
Duo has saleable jungle dancing, 
but needs sharpening and better 


costuming. Kenneth  Buftet, an 
other holdover, delivers neatly 
with some straight tap hoofing 


Line of six girls handled three pro- 
duction numbers in lackadaisical 
fashion. . Wit. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, June 9. 
Gertrude Niesen, Henny Young- 


man, Rudy Cardenas, Tommy & 
Jeannie Mahoney, Chez Adorables 


(10), Cee Davidson Orch (10): 
minimum $3.50. cover 50c. 
While this revue doesn’t have 


the usual array of names, its a 
pleasing cantata nevertheless. 

Gertrude Niesen, sexy song- 
stress, gives out with “Tropical 
Heat Wave” for solid reception, fol- 
lowing with “‘Coax Me a Little Bit,” 
but really gets in the torch groove 
with “Love For Sale,” then “The 
Gentleman Is a Dope” for more 
pattycakes Encores with — hip- 
swaying of ‘‘Wha’ Happen’ Baby” 
to sew things up. 

Henny Youngman gets chuckles 
berating of his invisible master, 
Milton Berle, but the laughs come 
more fluently when comedian goes 
into parody ot “Wonder What Be- 
come of Sally” and his bluish bit 
on nudist camps. 

Rudy Cardenas. youthful jug- 
gler, is at a slight disadvantage in 
displaying his routine, as some of 
the best stunts are done prone 
on the floor with only ringsiders 
being able to view them. How- 
ever, he amazes with split-timing 
and dexterity. 

Tom and Jeannie Mahoney are 
expert tapsterers. scoring with fast 
twirls. Intro number is a bit long. 

Zabe. 
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| the public with their style. 
seven years at the Hotel Piccadilly, | 


Bill Miller’s Riviera 
(FT. LEE. N. J. 
(Followup) 

In terms of excite.aent, Bill Mil- 
ler’s Riviera has a bill that’s on 
par with the fabulous setup in the 
early 30’s when Sophie Tucker, Joe 
E. Lewis and Harry Richman head- 
lined. With current divertissement, 
there’s an added touch of excite- 


ment. Niterygoers are introduced. 


to a dance team that stacks up 
as the finest act of its kind. In 
addition, the entertainment values 
are on a superior plane with Tony 
Martin’s pipings, while comedy is 
taken care of by Jack Carter 

Marge and Gower Champion 
have previously appeared at N.Y.’s 
Hotel Plaza and as the dancing 
mainstays of the Broadway Admi- 
ral revue on television. Aside from 
their natural attributes of fresh 
ness, charm and personality, their 
routines are highly imaginative 
with colorful shadings of humor 
Champion is a superior dance de- 
signer in his own right and he’s 
undertaken routines that not only 
need a high degree of ballet and 
ballroom skill, but call for ability 
as actors. Their conception of a 
trip to a county fair is one of the 
best bits of choreography yet seen 
on a cafe floor 

The furore that came with the 
Champions’ terping didn’t dim the 
top vocal work of Martin. He set 
himself solid from opening num.- 
ber. His pipes are fluent and 
articulate. On opening show he 
held the rostrum more than a half- 
hour. That merely whet the cus 
tomers’ appetites and he could 
have remained on tor longer pe 
riod. Instead of bowing off, he 
went on the bandstand, opened his 
collar and did a stint as a band- 
vocalist while dancers’ whirled 
around the podium. It was a show- 
manly gesture that further in- 
gratiated him with the audience. 

The other feature on the layout 
is Jack Carter, who on first show 
was tense and nervous. He all but 
missed out with some fresh, good 
material and impressions. He’s a 
capable comic, but it seemed that 
the tremendous opening crowd all 
but threw him. There’s little doubt 
that he'll overcome this on subse- 
quent shows. The Riviera is a hard 
room even tor veteran comics. 

Jose. 


Roosevelt Grill. N. Y. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 

Three Suns, Paul Sparr Orch 
(7): $1-1.50 mintmum. 

Three Suns returned to New 
York Friday (10) after a stretch 
of hinterland dates. With Morty 
Nevins on accordion, Artie Dunn at 
the Hammond organ and Al Nevins 
handling the guitar, the trio dis- 
plays its perennial, smooth brand 
of rhythm garnished by crisp ar- 
rangements and an infectious beat. 

In a four-week stand at the 
Roosevelt Grill, the Suns replace 
Lawrence Welk, who exited tor a 
string of road bookings. This at- 
tractive room—not too large or too 
intimate—appears ideal for a unit 
of the Suns’ size. For the spot’s 
acoustics help all three instruments 
to create an illusion of a larger 
crew. 

Opening night won the trio a 
full quota of dancers who noi only 
fancied the beat. but audibly 
hummed and sang with the music. 
Preem was not without its snafus. 
Guitarist Nevins lacked his aimpli- 
fier through a wiring difficulty, 
and organist Dunn’s mike failed 
to function properly in the early 
stages. 

Suns’ wide appeal not only stems 
from their own talents, but is a 
tribute to the effectiveness of both 
radio and records in acquainting 
Some 


N. Y., with wires and later RCA 
recordings helped put them in the 
top brackets. 

Alternating with the Suns is Paul 
Sparr’s band. An outfit in the 
“society” idiom, it comprises three 
rhythm, three reed and one brass. 
It’s a slick crew and nicely rounds 
out the Grill’s virtually continuous 
music. 

Bikianore Bowl. L. A. 

(BILTMORE HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, June 8 

Chuck Foster Orch (13): Jack 

Marshall, Landre & Verna, Walton 





& O'Rourke, Miriam Lavelle; $1 


cover. 


Charm is the word for the new 
show at the Biltmore Bowl. From 
the moment Chuck Foster steps 


onto the podium (after an absence | 


of eight years) until Jack Mar- 


shall closes the bill with his stock | 


hat-brim routine, the entertain- 
ment is clean, fast. and smooth. 
Foster's youthful diffidence  ac- 
counts for a good part of the 
pleasure evoked by the show, and 
his dance music is of the best. 

_ Marshall, veteran of many nite- 
ries, has customers in the aisles. 


He hasn't been in Los Angeles for | 


some time, and his return is a 


ne . peer id ° 


{ 


| welcome one. Biltmore, being a 
| first-rate convention hotel during 
| the summer, should do well with 
‘the show, particularly with Mar- 
‘shall, since his comedy is especial- 
ly solid with Elks, Moose, Roita- 
rians and other hearty brethren 
out for a good time. 


Walton and O'Rourke almost 
steal the show with their utmost 


skillful puppeteering. Using a 
small, curtained platform, they 
stage a bangup variety bill in 
microcosm. They open with two 


skeleton puppets swaying to 
“Dance Macabre” and then break- 
ing into a hot rhumba. Next is a 
colored porter amiably and lacka- 
daisically using his feather duster 
to the tune of “Lazy Bones.” Third 
act is a very flossy. lorgnetted and 
starchy femme of the upper crust 
who gradually loses her inhibitions 
under the influence of a_ few 
drinks Their version of an in- 
toxicated grande dame is almost 
better than human. Closing is a 
colored singer and pianist. Act is 
a terrific bet for television. 
Landre and Verna do a neat mix- 
ture of acrobatic and _ ballroom 
dancing, and Miriam Lavelle gives 
the show a smart pace with her 
acrobatic turns and spins. Dag. 





Minn. Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Minneapolis, June 8. 
Dorothy Lewis ‘Ice Circus,” 
with Dorothy Lewis, Eddie Delv 
ridge, Art Pinson, Dick Marcellus, 
Mitzi Dexter, Paula Beevor, Vir 


ginia Turk, Lois Christie, Cecil 
Golly Orch 12 with Mildred 
Stanley; $2.50 mnrininewn. 


Utilizing a circus background, 
the new Dorothy Lewis iceshow 
stacks up as the liveliest and most 
colorful of her series. With a cast 
of only eight she achieves on the 
small ice space the impression of 
an elaborate and costly production. 

This is Miss Lewis’ 10th annual 
summer engagement in the plush 
terrace, where she’s a_ perennial 
fave. Last year she remained most 
of the ensuing winter as well for a 
nine-month run. 

For the current presentation the 
room has been transformed into a 
big ton’s interior with all the dec- 
orative trimmings. It all adds up 
to a lot of atmosphere that helps 
send the show off to a flying start. 

Eddie Delvridge, singer, is ring- 
master as a typical circus parade 
with the band, “animals” and per- 
formers ushers in the proceedings. 
A girl and boy clown follow with 
some skating cutting-up. An ele- 
phant performs ice didoes and then 
a “Be a Clown” number provides 
more merrymaking. 

Miss Lewis’ skating acrobatics 


are very much in order before the | 


very pretty four temmes “‘perform- 
ing leopards” go through their 
spins, glides and animal takeoffs 
in the enclosed cage as the trainer 
cracks his whip. The star's versa- 
tility is further demonstrated when 
she performs on a trapeze. AS a 
ballerina, too, she scores solidly 
with her snappy swing and jazz 
dance routines. In the stunning 
finale, the 
large hoops, beat the bass drums, 
ride hobby horses and spin in 
whirlwind fashion as strobolite ef- 
fects contribute to the thrills. The 


skating of Miss Lewis and the en-. 


tire cast is topdrawer. Also, the 
Cecil Goliy orchestra with singer 
Mildred Stanley is a decided asset. 
Room filled at dinner show open- 
ing night. Rees. 


skaters leap through | 


| Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
| Apparently there are no boxof. 


| fice substitutes these days for sen. 
|} timent and nostalgia, as witness 
'the current Latin Quarter show 
| Joe E. Howard, 80-ish and stilj 
_frolicsome, is the headliner. The 
customers still go for him in no 
uncertain terms. 

Howard is still singing his “] 
Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now.” 
“Hello, M’' Baby” and others. He 
does his usual strut, and goes off. 
stage with the acclaim of his audi- 
ence. Sixty-odd years in show busi- 
ness haven’t diminished his know- 
how on any stage, whether it’s 
big theatre or a cafe 

Phil Foster is the show's other 
headliner. The young comedian has 
a rather casual, likeable manner 
but he’s too limited in scope and 
material for this type of audience 
His routine comprises mostly stuff 
that is more easily understood by 
New Yorkers — Bronxites and 
Brooklyn particularly — not for 
out-of-towners who make up the 
majority of this audience 

The production itself is a hold- 
over, the other teatured perform. 
ers consisting of Tanya and Biagi, 
with their comedy dance act: Er- 
, nestine Mercer, singer, who imper- 
sonates Ethel Merman, Hildegarde 
and Jeanette MacDonald; Jacque- 
line Hurley, contortionist, plus Don 
Saxon and Nancy Hanks, produc- 
tion singers. Art Waner plays a 
nifty show accomp, and Buddy Har- 
lowe’s band is the alternate combo, 

Kah 
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BUSINESS MEN LAUNCH 
CLUB TO BOOST VAUDE 


On top of the N. Y. Palace re- 
vival, vaude is getting a boost from 
a newly-organized Society of Busi- 
ness Men Friends of Vaudeville. 

Sparked by Al Saphin, ex-vaude- 
villian, outfit will have. its first 
membership meeting within a cou- 
ple of weeks. 


ONTARIO THEATRE PAYS OFF 


London, Ont., June 7. 
The Grand, 1,210-seat little the- 
atre here, has paid off a $16,679 
mortgage with revenue from its 
10,500 membership, concert series 
and rentals as the only live house 
in the city of 93,000. 











HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


LATIN QUARTER 
NEW YORK 














YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—%ée, VIC- 

TORIA STREET, S.W. 1. 
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We are now equipped to make quantity 


reproduction rates. 
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~ Olsen & Johnson Unit for Canadian 
Expo on Straight 1306 or 50-50 Split 


Toronto, June 


In a showdown meeting wal 
the Board of Directors of the Ca- 
nadian National Exhibition and 
certain city fathers protesting the 
re-engagement of Olsen & Johnson 
as stagers of. the CNE grandstand 
show (Aug. 26-Sept. 10), the CNE 
and a majority vote of City Coun- 
cil okayed the comics’ contract. 
Last year O&J grossed some 
$360,000 for 14 performances, the 
biggest return in the 70 years’ his- 
tory of the CNE. 

The present arrangement with 
Olsen and Johnson, according to 
Col. K. R. Marshall, CNE presi- 
dent, gives O&J a straight take of 
$130,000 for producing the two 
weeks’ show or 50% of the gross, 
but this is to be determined by the 
William Morris agency, repping the 
comedians in the deal. 

On the contention of certain 
eivic solons that last year’s show 
was not “Canadian,” Col. Marshall 
stated that the show this year 
would have a “Canadian” finale, 
using massed Canadian groups in 
historical pageantry. 

Controller Alan Lamport insist- 
ed that the repeat engagement of 
Olsen and Johnson had been han- 
dled entirely by Elwood Hughes, 
g.m. of the CNE, without consul- 
tation with the board of directors, 
but Marshall told the city fathers 
that the renewal of the contract 
had been recommended on their 
own initiative last November after 
the closing of the exhibition be- 
cause of the record $360,000 gross. 





‘Buddy Ebsen. 


Harvey Stone, who recently cut 
his “Ethel” routine for MGM rec- 
ords, set for the Glen Rendezvous. 
Newport, Ky., July 1; Mounds Club, 
Cleveland, July 2; and El Ranche 
Vegas, Aug. 3. 


CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 
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| Alicia goes in July Le 
| Eddie Roberts follow July 8 





| eietiia® Sells Ciro’s 
Philly, for $30,000 
Philadelphia, June 14 
Frank Palumbo who recently 
unloaded the Click, name _ band 
spot, to Bill Levine for $180,000 
sold another of his night spots 


Ciro’s, to a group headed by Sobel 
and Corson, luncheonette opera- 
tors, for $30,000. 

Ciro’s and Click were the show- 
places of the Palumbo chain. Frank 
Palumbo now owns only two places 


outright—the 20th Century and 
Club 13. The Palumbo family is 
in on Palumbo’s. He's also inter- 


ested in the CR Club, 
known private club. 





Jerry Lester Settles 
Balto Cancellation 


Hassle for $700 


Music Corp. of America and op- 
erators of the Club Charles, Balti 
more, made a $700 settlement on 
a booking snafu of comedian Jerry 
Lester. Comedian was booked into 
the spot on a two-week non-can- 
cellable deal when his Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., date came up 
earlier than had been anticipated 


In order to get out of the final 
week at the Charles, Morris 
Schrier, MCA attorney, agreed to 


the $700 payment. 

Lester was booked into the cafe 
as part of a package deal with 
Terms called for 
$2,350 first week and $2,150 for 
the second _ stanza. Originally, 
Curley Miller and Tom _ Shaw, 
Charles’ operators, held out for 
$2.150, but later agreed to the 
lower figure. 


Disney ‘Toy Shop’ Ballet 


For New ‘Ice-Capades’ 
Pittsburgh, June 14. 

John H. Harris, producer of “‘Ice- 
Capades,” has closed a deal with 
Walt Disney for inclusion in 1950 
edition of ice extravaganza of an 
original Disney number, “The Toy 
Shop.” 

Idea, musie and figures are now 
being worked out by Disney staff 
in preparation for new edition’s 
tryout in Atlantic City late in Au- 
gust. 


Reader’s New Berth 


Charles Reader, former maestro 
and entertainment director at the 
Pierre hotel, N. Y., has been named 








to similar post at the Berkeley 
Carteret hotel, Asbury aPrk. 
Initial show with Roberto and 


and 
and 
Hoctor and Byrd are set for July 
15. 


Lucille 























BOB HAMMOND’S 
BIRDS 


CURRENTLY APPEARING 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 


CHICAGO 
Thank You — DOROTHY HILD 





Just Concluded Terrific Week 


PALACE, New York 


Thank You — DAN FRIENDLY 


Personal Management 


AL WILSON AGENCY 


1501 Broadway 
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ASE PLANK 
AIDS QUGTE 


By LEO ZABELIN 
Chicago, June 14. 

was scheduled as a three 
day convention of American Guild 
of Variety Artists turned into 
four-day marathon, extending 
into the morning after each 
sion, with weary delegates trying 
to battle through a mass of 
details. Sleepy-eyed delegates, 
hustled by cliques throughout the 
second annual meeting, took up 
only one-third of the suggested 
agenda due to bickering over minor 
matters 

However, in spite of the delays 
important motions were passed in 
one union card” 














What 


fal 


SeS- 


for television; insurance for mem- 
bers; liberalizing of branch opera- 
tions; dismissal of Florine Bale 
former AGVA west coast regional 
director 

Monday's (6) session had 
Dewey Barto exec secretary 
under fire by several groups 
mainly Coast and New York dele- 
gates They blamed him = for 
slim treasury, implied interfer- 
ence in the N. Y. Roxy theatre 
hassle involving failure to resolve 
status of the 21 discharged chorus 


members, and the impasse with the 
American Federation of Musicians 
Henry Dunn, treasurer, reported on 
the state of union’s finances. It 
showed a cash balance of about 
$40,000 as of June 1, with a de- 
clining loss of $50,000 on the year's 
operation. Cheery note injected 
in the red figures was the fact that 
members were paying dues 30% 
above last year. Depletion is 
mainly attributed to over $225,000 
lost in the Matt Shelvey fight 
(former administrator), including 
branch payments tied up by Phila- 
delphia, Boston and Miami 
branches. 

Tuesday’s session moved more 
rapidly with delegates moving to 
accept the report of the video com- 
mittee headed by Georgie Price, 
asking for one card for all actors 
in that medium. Although point- 
ing out that AGVA had much 
to lose under such a proposal, due 
to the fact that AGVA would be 
limited to 10 votes on the execu- 


tive board while divisions of 
Equity and other talent unions 
would also have 10 _~—scivvootes.« 
While making conciliatory move- 
ments toward the sister unions, 
convention previous day had 
authorized a meekish motion 


} 


to withdraw from Theatre Authori- | 


| ty and set up of its own benefit 


‘clearance plan if and when such 
(Continued on page 46) 


‘SPLIT FACTIONS MAR AGVA MEET 





Camber Foundation’s Suit Vs. AGVA 
May Clarify TA’s Status on Benefits 


An interesting legal question in- for refusing to permit performers 
volving American Guild of Variety to appear at its benefit show last 
dnote J authority to clear benefits, week (8) at the Hotel Waldorf 
regardless of any previous okay Astoria, N. Y. Spokesman for the 
fro m Theatre Authority, may be, Foundation said they'll file suit as 
threshed out in National Cancer soon as damage involved is deter- 
Foundation’s sult against the union mined 

Foundation declared that it had 

° -" been given an okay by TA to go 

Janet Blair Vice Borge ahead with the show, but at the 
Into Carousel. Pitt last minute an AGVA representa- 

7 ; tive appeared at the hotel and or- 

Pittsburgh, June 14 dered AGVA members not to per- 

Victor Borge’s auto accident on form. This was done on order of 
the west coast forced him to can- Henry Dunn, AGVA’s TA rep. On 
cel return engagement at Jackie date of the show, Alan Corelli, TA 
Heller’s Carousel, which was to executive secretary, warned the 
have started Friday (17), and spot. union that difficulty would result 
has booked in Janet Blair and unless it relented on its stand. 
Blackburn Twins to fill the date. Dunn was subsequently wired in 
Miss Blair’s last local appearance Chicago and is said to have cleared 
was at Nixon theatre during the it. However, his reply didn’t reach 
winter’ in “For Love Of Mary.” \GVA N. Y. headquarters until the 

Belle Baker follows the Blain next day 
Blackburn act on June 24 and Meanwhile, AGVA rep stopped 


then the spot is shutting down for’ performers, but comedian Morey 

two weeks for new decor Amsterdam declared that “Cancer 

-— +--+ oo can't wait for an okay” and went 

on and started the entertainment. 

New Orleans Lies Bd. Other performers followed and a 
SHOW Was given, 

Files Report on Cleanup NCF suit will charge conduct 

unbecoming a union, and if AGVA 

plans to sue Western 


Of French Quarter Joints &,5°°";,. 


the allegedly delayed 


New Orleans, June 14 transmission, 
State Alcoholic Beverage Con- The Foundation’s suit against 
tro! Board said Friday (10) in a AGVA will determine whether the 
report to Gov. Earl K. Long that Union can set up its own clear- 


it has cleaned up the French Quar- ances W hile still a member of The- 


Foundation will al- 


ter here. atre Authority. 

J. A. Blackman, chairman of the | '¢8¢ that while AGVA is a mem- 
board, said in the report “that the ber oF cA it - bound by an deci- 
lewd, immoral and improper |*!0"S:_ However, with the recent 
dances, practices and entertain- declaration by AGVA that it re- 
ment which had for many years | Serves the right to clear benefits 
characterized that section of New on its own, §he question of validity 


Orleans have been 
absolute minimum.” 

Blackman added that during the 
10 months of its existence the |— 
board conducted 29 hearings on 
violations of the liquor control act 
involving establishments in_ that 
area. 

Some of the violations investi- 
gated, the report states, were sale 
of booze to minors and intoxicated 
persons, prostitution on licensed 


reduced to an of TA's okays may be 


the courts via the suit. 


settled by 















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 

NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
All 30 Files for £25.00 





















premises, obscenity and immoral a 
, i , 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per Bk. 
entertainment and employ ment of b MINSTREL soanky male “Sas nm ° 
“B-girls” to solicit patrons for @ HUMOR-DOR for Emeees. 735.68 © 
drinks @ 3 Blackout Books pos 5 ea. @ 
. or all 3 Diff. Vols. for $50 
| Send tor FREE info. on other material. 
} Ne C.0.D's—Open Daily inci. Sundays 
Beatrice Kraft pacted for the PAULA Faas 
Copacabana, Y., June 30 on 9 200 w. 54th St., *. V, N.Y. 19 





bill topped by Joey Adams, Mark | ciacie'? -1130 


| Plant, Tony Canzoneri. 
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“BOUND TO PLEASE” 


THE 


RUDELLS 


COMEDY TRAMPOLINE 
NOW PLAYING 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


NEW YORK 
Thanks to LEON LEONIDOFF 
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| AGVA Convention 








a move became necessary. 
mediate withdrawal action was 
postponed for several months with 
TA trying to work some 
ment on current beefs. 
Ratify Variety Clubs Deal 


Also nixed were tree shows ex- 
cept for veteran hospitals Pro- 
posal of Variety Clubs Interna- 


tional to give $20,000 for clearance 


of shows for their members was 
okayved for one year. Sparked by 
the Coast group, a motion to dis- 
miss Miss Bale was asked on the 
floor However, betore matter 
was brought up, it was discovered 
that Miss Bale was in the status 


of an employee and not a national 
representative or AGVA member 
and as such, she could be dis- 
missed with two weeks’ pay 

Motion was carried and Barto 
then sent a telegram to Miss Bale, 
which brought a request for a hear- 
ing before the Wednesday session, 
which was granted. Wednesday 
night, or rather 1:30, Thursday 
morning, she made her appearance 
but, baffled by the lack of charges 
against her except that she was 
let go “for the good of the organi 
zation,” she demanded a _ hearing 
and opportunity to defend herself, 
if necessary After she left the 
room, a rump group -asked that 
charges be brought, so she should 
answer them, but counsel pointed 
out that there was no necessity for 
such action, but that peremptory 
dismissal might open door for le- 
gal action. After further debate 
her dismissal was affirmed 

It was evident from opening ses- 
sion that groups were set to im- 
peach Barto. While insiders were 
waiting for such a proposal, they 
were taken by surprise when the 
action came from Bob Evans, San 
Francisco delegate, who charged 
the nationai administrator with in- 
efficient tenure, listing the charges 
previously made against him. He 











Royalty in Song 


NOBLE and KING 


Still at the 
GLASS HAT 
BELMONT PLAZA, New York 
and Doubling at the 


PENT HOUSE, New York 


Thank You 
MR. JOHN WOELFLE 
and JOE SULLY 


Personal Direction 
BAUM-NEWBORN AGENCY 











Continued from page 45 
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also moved for a vote of censure. 
Obviously stunned by the resolu- 
tion, Barto replied that the failure 
in various affairs of the union was 
not his fault, charging them to 
lack of help, finances. and prob- 
lems that the national board or 
counsel were to have handled. He 
then walked ovt of the meeting. 
Censure request broke up the 
meeting, with the few Barto sup 
porters asking withdrawal of the 
motion. Barto later returned to the 
dais and after some bitter remarks 


said he did not want the job but 
would remain until replaced. Al 
though no successor was men 


tioned, possible candidates are 
Jack Irving, midwest regional dl- 
rector, and Vic Conners, of New 


York branch. Talk was of bringing 
in someone outside of the industry, 
but the $10,000 salary would mili 
tate against this. 
More Power to Branches 
Also passed Wednesday was the 
liberalizing of branch autonomy to 


give branch committees author- 
ity to establish rules and regula 
tions conerning minimum wage 


scales, working conditions, and dis- 
ciplinary action against members 
appearing in their jurisdiction. New 
amendment, however, cannot be in 


conflict with rules and regulations 
of the national. It allows’ the 
branches to pass on new and re 


newed franchises of agents in their 
respective areas. This is expected 
to become a matter of conflict be- 
tween agents, who claim thai 
branches are too easy to control, 
and AGVA. It might, on the other 
hand, provide for quick disposition 
of matters that now take months 
of delay and are eventually passed 
on to the national for adjustment. 
Actions of the exec committee. of 
course, would have to be ratified 
bv its members. 


Insurance plan was set up for 
300 members. Change in the 
bvlaws to use monies from the 
Death Benefit Fund for the pre- 
miums was approved. Plans are 
being made for AGVA_ benefits 
throughout the country to bolster 
the sick. welfare and insurance 
funds. 

At 6:30 a.m., Thursday (9) 


morning convention broke up with 
several important unresolved ques 
tions being turned over to the na- 
tional board for action. Unfinished 
agenda included the hot AFM- 
AGVA hassle on which national 
prexy Gus Van commented that, 
“It’s the other way around, they're 
raiding us. For years we have had 
jurisdiction over harmonica and 


,xylophone players.” 


Last-minute action renominated 
Van as prexy. Jackie Bright 
and Georgie Price were also nomi- 
nated for same office. Henry 
Dunn was renominated for treas- 
urer. Van, Barto, and Dunn were 
awarded life memberships in the 
organization. Although the nation- 
al board met Thursday afternoon, 
the departure of several members 
created lack of a quorum, with the 
result that remaining agenda could 
not be acted upon. However, action 


taken during the convention will 
be acted upon in mail vote’ by 


board members, 
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‘Melody Men’s Benefit 


Click Sets Em for Vaude 


| The Melody Men, singing octet 
‘of four white lads and same num- 
ber of Negro youths, shortly will 
try their wings as a vaude act after 
a series of radio, concert and 
benefit appearances. Lads 
schoolmates in Brooklyn's 
High and studied music under 
Ethel Burnstein, who currently 
does their arrangements and man- 
ages group. 

At a recent benefit appearance 
at N.Y.’s Madison Square Garden, 
they were caught by Jeanne Traub- 
man, agent working out of the 
Mike Hammer agency, and were 
subsequently signed to ane ex- 
clusive representation pact by her 
for vaude and cafe appearances 


Boys 





Glasgow Goes All Out For 
Kaye; Pipe Band Welcome: 
Lauder Attends Opener 


Glasgow, June 7. 


Danny Kaye scored an instant 
success when he stepped on the 
stage of the Empire theatre here 
on his first provincial appearance. 

Star held the normally dour, 
critical first-house audience in 
hand all through his 65-minute act, 
romping about the stage. introdue- 
ing Scottish phrases, concluding 
with the Scotch farewell song, 
“Just A Wee Deoch an’ Doruis.”’ 

He spotlighted Sir Harry Lau- 
der, 78-year-old veteran minstrel, 
sitting in the stalls, after telling 
the house, “There is a young man 
sitting out front who is the great- 


est entertainer in history I'd like 
you to say ‘hello’ to him.” Run- 
ning down into the stalls. Kaye 


embraced Sir Harry, and tried to 
coax him up before the footlights. 

Highlight of Kaye’s act was his 
four minutes of relaxation when 
he came front, reclined just above 


the pit, called for a cigaret and 
a light, and talked intimately to 
the house Star also sang late 
Will Fyffe’s song. “I Belong to 


Glasgow.” 

Ten thousand people jampacked 
the streets here yesterday (6) 
to give Kaye the biggest welcome 


of his career on his arrival. A 
pipe band played him from the 
station to his hotel. 

Outside his hotel, the 10,000 


cheering fans set up an insistent 
chant for a personal appearance. 
Kaye climbed out of a second-floor 
window, perched himself precari- 
ously on the balcony, blew kisses 
to the crowd, then held up his 
hand to speak. The roaring mob 
went silent. 

“This is something I'll never 
forget,” he told them. “If this is 
a sample of Glasgow's hospitality, 
then TV’ll maybe never leave you 
at:.ail,”’ 

Kaye later told Variety: “I’ve 
never been so overwhelmed in my 
lite. London has nothing on this 
kind of welcome.” 

Kave was accompanied by 
manager, Eddie Dukoff, and 
accompanist, Sammy Preager. 
later met Scottish show 
nists and was entertained at a pri- 
vate dinner. Sir Harry Lauder, 
Sir Alexander King. Scot cinema 
man, and Tommy Morgan, native 
Scot comic, were present. 


Stint With Kaye Floods 
Georgia Gibbs With Offers 


London, June 14. 

Bids for services of Georgia 
|Gibbs are piling in as result of 
|chirper joining Danny Kaye's act 
ifor his closing night (4) at the 
‘London Palladium. Singer came 
over from Paris. where she’s holi- 
daving, on invite from Kaye. After 
clowning around with her, the way 
he did when they both played the 
N. Y. Roxy last March, Kaye got 
her to give out with several songs 
which she kept up for 20 minutes 


his 


He 





before the audience allowed her to 


quit. 

Result has started 
Miss Gibbs’ services, with Leslie 
Macdonnell, exec of Fosters agen- 
cy, and her personal representative, 
flooded with offers. 


Those bidding include the British 
Broadcasting Corp., for a TV series; | 


Decca, and Robert Nesbitt, who 
wants her to star in the new edition 
of Emile Littler and Tom Arnold's 
“Latin Quarter” at the London 
Casino next year 

Meanwhile Miss Gibbs returned 
to Paris and is likely to go in for 
a run for Felix Marouani at the 
Club des Champs Elysees, Paris. 





Kitty Kallen has been signed for 


the Versailles, N. Y¥., starting June | 


22 or 29. 


>, 


were | 


his | 


colum- ! 


biddings for | 


N.Y. FRIARS CLUB’S OWN 
BUILDING ON W. 56 ST. 


The Friars Club moves into its) 
own building in New York some 
| time in the fall. Now housed in 
| the Hotel Edison’s annex, it will 
| take title to the two-story building 
at 123 W. 56th street next Tuesday 
| (21). New building plus altera- 
| tions are expected to set the or- 
| ganization back around $50,000 of 
which $35,000 will be covered by a 
mortgage. 

New building is currently occu- 
pied as a garage and the Gertrude 
Hoffman dance studios have the 
top floor. Alterations will start as 
soon as latter vacates the top floor. 
It's planned to have the first floor 
converted into a lounge and tele- 
vision room, second floor for card 
room, ete., and a roof garden will 
be added. 

New home marks the first time 
that the Friars have owned their 
own building since they occupied 
their former elaborate Monastery 
on W. 48th street. It became a de- 
pression casualty and, now known 
as Fraternity Club, it’s a series of 
rehearsal halls. 

The Coast branch of the Friars 
is now shopping around in an at- 
tempt to buy its own building. 
California organization pays 
around $15,000 annual rental for 
the present leased quarters. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., June 14 

John J. Nolan, property man with 
American Broadcasting Co., in for 
checkup 

Sophie Medes, cashier at Utica 
theatre, Utica, N. Y., here visiting 
the gang. 

Ed (Milwaukee) Gaiser in 
out of Trudeau sanitarium. 
Bill Lalis 

Colony has Rube Bernstein to 
thank for some swell books 

Firemen's convention and first 
warm weather in weeks perked up 
nightclub business hereabouts. 
Colonial Inn has Chas. Allen, Jerry 
Roach and Dick Boseck orchestra. 
Arque Dickinson band is at the 
3irches for the summer, and Dur- 
gan’s started a new show last week 
featuring Cathy Skylar, Vera No- 
ades and Jacques Butler orch. 





| 


| that 
| Room, with Nicholas Matthey orch, 


and 
Ditto 


Jay Marshall, announcer at 
WNBZ, left for Scranton, Pa. 
Johnny Garwood is a recent addi- 


tion to the staff 


Louza Riane has been upped for 


‘all meals. 


getting a_ 
nice! 


Will Rogers grounds 
spring “haircut.” Looks 
Erwin Pisecator is to do a sea- 
son of drama and ballet under the 
auspices of Lake Placid Chamber 


'of Commerce in the high school 


there. Season is to start on July 1, 


,and at least one Saranac Lake per- | 
| formance is hoped for. | 


Sid Mealy (Welch, 
Montrose) has another 
coming up on the 20th. 

Write to those who are iil. 


Mealy & | 
birthday | 





Dennis Day’s Vauders | 

Dennis Day has been set for a 
series of vaudates on guarantee 
and percentage basis. 

He starts at the RKO, Boston, 
June 30 and follows with the 
‘Capitol, Washington; Earle, Phila- 
delphia; Great Lakes, Buffalo: 
| Palace, Cleveland; Chicago, Chi- 
cago, and the Fox, Detroit. 


'ployes Union 


Pp 


A.C. Hotels, Help 
Sign New Pact 


Atlantic City, June 14. 

With the signing of new con- 
tracts by nine boardwalk hote!s 
and the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
(AFL), chance of a 
second hotel strike during summer 
season has been averted. 

Negotiations had been underway 
since the hote! workers went back 
two weeks after their Easter walk- 
out. 


Contract terms are a dark secret. 


with neither Alan M. Graff, chai) 
man of the hotel committee, no, 
Bert H. Ross, international rep of 


HREU, willing to reveal its terms. 

Difference centered around the 
right of hotels to hire and fire em- 
ployees and the setting up of an 
employment bureau by the hotel- 
men to hire workers. 


PLAZA’S PERSIAN ROOM 
CLOSING FOR SUMMER 


Persian Room of the _ Hotel 
Plaza, N. Y., will close for the sea- 
son Saturday (18) and will 
open Sept. 22. Room has had Hilde- 
garde as its attraction since March 
17 in one of her longest runs at 
spot. Hotel's Rendez-Vous 


re- 


will remain open tor the summer. 
Chanteuse follows her long Per- 


Sslan Room stand with the Sham- 
rock hotel, Houston, starting 
June 23. 


English Vaude Union OK’s 
Collins Swap Plan on Acts 


_ 


London, June 7 
With an assurance of reciprocity, 
the Variety Artists Federation 
okayed an application from Pete 
Collins for an extension of permits 
for four foreign artists whom he 
has engaged for shows in Britain 
Collins has promised the VAF 
that he will include a substantial 
quota of British acts in shows he 
is proposing to tour on the Con- 
tinent. 
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Opening RKO PALACE, New York 


Thanks to DAN FRIENDLY 
Personal Manager—PHIL OFFIN 


MORAY 


16th 
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"The Golden Voice 
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TITO CORAL 


Now Appearing at the 


MONTREAL, CANADA 


Formerly with Sigmund Romberg's Operetta 
“My Romance” — 


of the Americas” 


YAL HOTEL 
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Vaude ‘Comeback 


troupes as the Yacopis. However, 
Continued from page 1 jeanne 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JUNE 15 











this group seems to have freshness 
and youth on their side. They’re 
okay for most visual media. Jose. 
| 











CHRISTINE & MOLL 





duce to a minimum” their de-; charging up to $1.80 in the eve- 
ands on theatre operators seek- | nings, while the Palace entry, 95c. | Dance Numerais in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
ing a return to vaude. His state- | ($1.20 Saturday nights) has been Ee eg ig whether full or split week 
| » 4Ne e 





hitting extraordinarily high takes. 
The first touring Palace show 
will be advertised as acts that have 


ment followed by a day that of | 
Petrillo at the AFM convention in 
San Francisco, where the latter 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 





| Christine & Moll, Spanish im- 
ports, offer a tap novelty that 
should find receptivity in cafes and | 
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asked the locals “to be reasonable” 
in their demands. 
Both statements were consider- 
ably encouraging to theatre oper- 
ators. Though both Walsh and 
Petrillo don’t interfere in their 
locals’ autonomy, their suggestions 
are almost always followed. 
Cooperative attitude shown by 
toppers of the two principal unions 
involved in house _ operation 
provides strong er couragement to 
many theatremen who have been 
watching with interest the experi- 
ment at the Palace, N.Y. Once fam- 
ed Broadway flagship of big time 
vaudeville, which recently returned 


to a cheaper vaudfilm format, 
to a cheaper vaudfilm format 
Numerous other exhibs are 


turning to vaude or considering it. 

Many houses which occasionally 
played vaude or units have drop- 
ped them because they found it 
uneconomic to meet the pressure 
of the IA and AFM on scales and 
number of men required. Walsh 
said that in his dictum he did not 
ask the locals to reduce wages, 
which he considers unfeasible, but 
to hold demands on the size of a 
crew down to the bare minimum 
which a theatre op thinks can do 
the job. 

Petrillo, on the other hand, in- 
dicated that he was thinking not 
only of size of orchs required, but 
of scales. He asked the locals to 
make adjustments that will ‘help 
honest employers of musicians to 
lick their current economic prob- 
lems.” The AFM czar advocated 
that his men meet theatre and 
nitery owners half way, and made | 
a rare concession in advocating 
that they toss in a couple of free 
rehearsals. 

Walsh made it clear that he 
could not order any local to change | 
its rules, but could only suggest 
that they make modifications to 
give whatever encouragement they 
can to the present trend. Some 
jobs are better than none, he said. 
He also made it clear that in reduc- 
ing the size of crews there was to 
be no relaxation of rules that only 
qualified union men can handle 
props, sets, lights, etc. 


RKO’s 12-City Route 
Due to Palace’s Revival 


RKO now has the longest con- 


secutive route in the country since | 
1935. It is instituting the N. Y. Pal- 
ace’s straight-vaude policy in thea- 
tres throughout the country. 

A bill of eight acts is being lined 
up to open at the Palace, Cleve- | 
land, June 30, and will move in- 
tact, with only one three-day lay- 
off, into 12 cities. Included on the 
bill so far are Wally Brown, Pat 
Rooney, Mack, Russ and Owen and 
Hammonds’ Birds. Four more acts 
are still to be signed. | 

_The straight vaude layout is a 
direct result of the success of the 
Palace policy and at the same time 
may be RKO’s answer to the scarci- 
ty of headline attractions and the 
high prices for name talent. The 
Palace type program is also re- 
garded as a substitute for expen-| 
sive band shows in the key cities. 
During the past year or so very 
few have paid off at the boxoffice. 

If this policy catches on more | 
shows will be fed to out-of-town 
houses. The cost is believed to 
hover around $4,000 per week, 
which is far below that of the type 
RKO has played in the past. 

Indications so far are that the 
Palace policy is a success, and 
RKO is the first to apply it on a 
regular basis throughout the coun- 
try. The Oriental, Chicago, re- 
cently had a straight vaude bill. 
While the gross wasn’t in the upper 
brackets, engagement was profita- 
ble in view of the considerably 
lower investment. Izzy Rappaport, 
operator of the Hippodrome, Bal- 
timore, has been eyeing the situa- 
tion and may attempt a Palace 
setup in the fall. Other operators 
May have to fall in line with it 

ecause of the fact that lower 
Vaude costs will most likely bring 
about a lower admission nick. 

Change of a Buck 

It’s regarded that the “change 
of a buck” at the Palace is one of 
the more important lures at that 
theatre. Current economic condi- 
tions forbid’ many from taking in 
&@ Broadway first run, with many 
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asmuch as the waude revival 
this venerable house has had 


interruption in Cincinnati, 
go, Davenport and Cedar Rapids, 
latter two a split week. A full 
week follows in Minneapolis, four 
days in Sioux City, with a three- 
day layoff following. Show re- 
sumes in Kansas City, Dayton, Co- 
lumbus, Rochester, Syracuse anc 
Boston. 

This is currently the longest con- 
secutive string of dates on the 
vaudeville circuit. Many acts will 
willingly take a cut in order to 
play over a long period rather than 
be at liberty waiting for their 
“regular salary.” 


Radio Reverses Trend, 
Incubator for Vaude 
Representing a complete re- 
versal of the early days when 
radio looked to vaudeville for po- 
tential kilocycle personalities, this 
is the era when radio is incubating 


the talent for rejuvenated vaude 
circuits and niteries. 
Within the short span of a 


month since CBS preemed its 60- 
minute “This Is Broadway” pro- 
gram, the web has been inundated 
with sufficient bids from cafe 
owners and circuit operators for 
talent showcased on the stanza to 
permit for approximately 30 weeks 
of playing time. 

As result, Irving Mansfield, pro- 
ducer of “Broadway,” is already 
negotiating with the web in map- 
ping plans for a subsidiary opera- 
tion to permit for talent play 
dates. 

Similar situation cropped up on 
the Arthur Gedfrey “Talent 
Scouts” program, resulting § in 
touring units, but in the case of 
“Broadway,” the talent spotlighted 
on the program is of more profes- 
sional calibre, y of them al- 
ready identified as™‘names” within 
show business. 


New Acts 


EDITH FELLOWS & TOMMY DIX 
Songs-Duets 
14 Mins. 
Olympia, Miami 

One ot the tresher young teams 
in the song bracket to play here, 








/this duo of a moppet femme star 
‘from pix, with a resounding voice 


now that she’s grown up (though 
still a moppet in size) and Tommy 
Dix, the “Buckle Down Winsocki 


‘lad who made good in the George 


Abbott Broadway show and filmer 
“Best Foot Forward” (also a mop- 
pet on height), are a bet for tne 
petter niteries and the revived 
vaude circuits, as well as vaudeo. 

Both have marquee value and 
once their act is smoothed down, 
which is inevitable (current faults 
being minor) they should prove 
potent talent for ail mediums. 

The drive and delivery is solid. 
What is lacking is proper routin- 
ing, which can be easily smoothed 
out. Dix takes one full solo, while 
Miss Fellows a half chorus to re- 
veal her ability and pipes. On the 
duo bits they sock tor solid reac- 
ion. 7 
ay are fuil and ob- 
viously expertly worked out. Cos- 
tumes for the lass are handsome. 
The combo is an appealing one. 
And the harmonizings make for a 
showmanly blending of two sur- 
prisingly (for size) full and satis- 
tying voices. 


This is their first engagement as 
a team. With more work, they il 
be the bet their teaming idea 
promises. Lary. 
LANG TROUPE (6) 
Acrobatic 
8 Mins.; Full 
Palace, N. Y. = 
The Lang Troupe, comprising 


three mixed couples, are one of the 
more promising teeterboard turns. 
They’re a youthful aggregation, 
who work rapidly with an excellent 
assortment ot tricks. Differentiating 
this group from the few teeter- 
board acts still around is the fact 
that the tricky work is done by the 
femmes. There’s one particularly 
petite dish who’s called ‘upon to do 
the flights into space. This femme 
highlights her work with a two- 
and-a-half somersault into a perch 
chair while blindfolded. 


More of the tricks have been 


layed the Palace, N. Y., which is 
regarded as a fairly good lure, in- 
at 
na- 
tional publicity. Following run in 
Cleveland, show plays without an 
Chica- 


and vauders alike. They debuted 
recently in New York’s El Chico, 
Latin-type nitery, but their appeal 
is general. Although of Castillian 
origin, this boy and girl pair work 
in the American metier. Their 
cleat work is clean-cut, they offer 
many steps in a different vein, and 


amuse with a finger-snapping nov- 
elty which frequently makes as 
their footwork. 

The duo dress as a couple of 
Frankie and Johnny characters, 
which fit their work perfectly. 

Jose, 
JOY NICHOLS 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Palladium, London 


With a popularity rating estab- 
lished through appearances in ra- 
dio, Joy Nichols bowed in at the 


| Palladium and worked her way to 


a hit in a few minutes. Developing 


her radio personality, which is 
completely individualistic, Miss 
Nichols displays immediate mas- 


tery of stage technique. 

4 confident as well as a compe- 
tent artist she opens with a bang 
with a parody on ‘Ballin’ the 
Jack” as a tribute to Danny Kaye. 
Then she goes from the straight, 
popular type of song to an excel- 
lent comedy number, “I Wanna 
Get Married.” Throughout her 
songs, the chanteuse performs with 
vivacity and enthusiasm. Myro. 
WILLIAM TABBERT 
Songs 
12 Mins. 

Penthouse, N. Y. 

William Tabbert, juvenile lead in 
“South Pacific’ is doubling into the 
Penthouse for this cafe debut. He’s 
a fresh - looking, personable and | 
accomplished singer, who like most | 
pipers who have made their mark 
in legit, stresses good phrasing and 
diction, which combine into a win- 
ning delivery. 

Tabbert, naturally does tunes’! 
from the Rodgers - Hammerstein 
smash. “Some Enchanted Evening” 
and “Younger than Springtime” 
impeccably delivered. In addition 
he does “La Donna e Mobile” from 
“Rigoletto” for which he strolls 
out among the pewholders. It’s an 
effective bit of showmanship. 


Tabbert is okay for video and | 


looks like he could carry a film as- 
signment as well. Jose, 


GLORIA BENSON 
Songs 

8 Mins. 

Penthouse, N. Y. 

Gloria Benson, of the late legiter 
“All for Love,’ where she was 
elevated from a subordinate role 
into a featured spot, has still to ac- 
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quire added experience before) 
reaching her maximum effective- 
ness for cafe work. Her voice is 
rather thin. but she compensates 
by stressing personality. 

Her delivery is charming and 
well-suited for intime spots suc! 
as the Penthouse. Her good looks 
are no small asset, in a small room 
like this the pulchritudinous ap- 
peal is the more potent. Jose. 








Wilcox Plan 


Continued from page 3 

















product. The American companies 
don’t like to break the rhythm of 
their selling to properly handle a 
British picture and I’m not sure 
that I blame them. 


proper distribution of British 
films.” 
12 ‘Fine’ British Pix a Year 


Wilcox thinks that the company 
could successfully operate on 12 
“fine” British pix a year. He feels 


that the playoff should be slow and | 


in selected houses, so that there 
would be no need for the 200 or 
250 prints that American com- 
panies ordinarily use. Instead, he’d 
use about 25 prints. 

Likewise, producer sees no need 


for branches of the company in 
all 31 exchange centres. Rather, 
the operation would be more 


along the line of the Selznick Re- 
leasing Organization, with perhaps 
six or eight men in the field. 

Wilcox, who has made 62 round 
trips to the U.S. since 1919, has 
been here to arrange distribution 
of two of his pix, “Spring in Park 
Lane” and “Maytime in Mayfair” 
which United Artists will handle. 
Pix are already dated by Warners 
and Fox-West Coast. 


De Bear 








B & B Calvert 

Duke Dorell 

Margie Taylor 

Pedro & Durand 

AMDEN 

Towers (1) 17-19 

Jack Parker 

Val Eddy 

Levere & Handman 

Doris Patts Co 


Capitol (L) 16 Hodge 
Alvino Rey Ore CHICAGO 
Jerry Lester Chicago (P) 15 
Vagabonds | Al Trace Bd 
peg? Daas Jackie Green 
Music Hall () 16 | 20am, Edwards 
( S sttos 
Buck & Bubbles ee () 
a Melnitchenki Gordon McRae 
serch Thomson Joey Bishop 
‘ernand Nault Carl Sands Ore 
Glenn Burris Hoctor & Byrd 
Paul Morrow Florida 3 
hand yl Regal (P) 16 
ieee e Niko! Woody Herman Bd 
zawrence 0 
Rudells , KINGSTON 
Rockettes B'way (WR) 17-18 
ALorps de Ballet Rice Sis 
| Syin Ore Billy Pelly 
: Palace (R) 1é Tyler & St Clair 
Jon Rice Fielder & Harriet 
| Stagg McMann 3 Kuda Bux 
| Buddy Lewis ONG BRANCH 
R Adair Dancers Paramount (WR) 21 
Monroe Murray only 
Gus Van Glen Henry Duo 
Virginia Lee Vicky Sunday 
(one to fill) Toy & Wing 
Paramount (P) 12 Danny White 
Louis Prima Bd 2 Jacks 
Vie & Adio MIAMI 
Ballantine Olympia (P) 15 
Roxy (1) 17 Rigoletto Bros 
Andrews Sis fat Guest Co 
Remos & Toy Boys Joe McKenna 
Arnold Shoda Jerry W une 
M McClenahan Jean Tack & 
Skating Belles & |* Juay 
Blades ies 
Strand (W) 17 OMAHA 
Phil Spitalny Ore Orpheum (P) 16 
Patricia Bright Blue Barron Bd 
ATLANTIC city | Keye Luke 
Warner (W) 18-19 Mercer Bros 
Billy Eckstine MacFarland & 
Coles & Atkins Brown 
ee Palmer PHILADELPHIA 
Marino Sis Carman (1) 16 
Lenny Kent Jordan & Parvis 
Formerly with JOE GLASER 
Now with 
Production Department 
RKO Bldg. Plaza 7-7254 
BALTIMORE Eddie White 
Hippodrome (1) 16|'C Brown & Rita 
eo & Moll ‘one to fill) 
A iran ROCHESTER 
Sid Stone Palace (R) 15 
ae & Fog Carle Ore 
etty Mills Bros 
7 — (i) 17 aon & Mann 
oni Harper { T Louis 
Paul Williams Bd State (lL) 16 
Bunny Briggs Connie Haines 
Joyner & Foster 4 Evans 
Noble 3 , Artie Dann 
Tracey McCleary O | Frankie Laine 
State (1) 16-18 4 Macks 
2 & C Robinson WASHINGTON 
‘anya Capitol (L) 16 
Fred Lightner Roberts Sis & 
The Ave, | White 


Ann. Rooney 
Don Cumming 
Bricklayers 


CANADA 
EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (1) 13 
Gay Bros 

Terry 


| Keols 


Art Christmas & 
Merry 


BRITAIN 
ASTON EDINBURGH 
Hippodrome (1) 13 | Empire (M) 13 


Jack Tracey 


| David Musikent 


Varga Models 
Eric Marsh 
Stetson & Pat 
Ed Morelle 


| Shire & Clayton 
| Andrieva 


Dancers 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 
V & M Norman 
Vera Lynn 
& Du 
Barry 
Western Bros 
David Poole 
Chocolateers 
Olsen & Sealion 
Harold Barnes 
Lionel King 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (i) 
Max Miller 
Bunty St Clair 
Scott & Foster 
B & I Cosmo 
Alfred Thripp 


| Wyomings 
It’s therefore 
logical to set up a company that. 
would be solely dedicated to the | 


Carter & Doray 
Ringle Bros & 


Renee 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 
Tess & Bill 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Tess O’Shea 
3 Hotleys 
Joe Black 
Alan Clive 
Cooper Twins 
Hamilton & Vassi 
BRISTOL 
Empire (!) 13 
Collinson & Breen 
Kidd & June 
Peter Raynor 
Craig & Voyle 
Skating Typhoons 
Denis Lawes 
Adrian & Spero 
Lotus & Josie 
ARDIFF 
(S$) 13 


13 


New 
Billy Reid 
Dorothy Squires 
Jimmy James 
Albert Whelan 
Frank Preston 
Bobby Kimber 
Miss Malta’s Dogs 
Alpha Duo 

CHISWICK 

Empire (S) 
Sam Costa 
Jon Pertwee 
Nitwits 
Meteors 
Spangler 

Aerialists 
Ed Royale 
Kizma & 


3 


aren 


Vee a *V alentyne 


13 


13 


; Johnny Caritoh 
. eet 


Jack Radcliffe 

Ben Yost Co 

Mervyn Saunders 

Jacqueline Dunbar 

Helen Norman 

Agnette & Sylvio 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 13 

| Johnny Lawson 3 
Anne Shelton 

| Les Alyxons 

M & H Nesbitt 

Van Dock 

Max Bacon 

Pierre Bel 

Noni Nita & Dody 

Cooke’s Ponies 

GLASGOW 

Empire (M) 13 

Charles Ancaster 

| Harpo Marx 


C Warren & 
Val & Monty 
| Fred Brezin 
| Johnny Lockwood 
Hal Menken 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (i) 
Snow White & 
Dwarfs 
Joan Davies 
Eric Palmer 
| Joy Robins 
Fred Walker 
Charles Stirling 
| Clive Gay 
Joseph Heritage 
Mickey Chapman 
Monty Seal 
John Bennett 
Alf Goodwin 
J Hobson 
Jack Perr 
LE 
Empire 
3 Adairs 
Dave Barry 
Terri Carol 
Billy Caryil 
Hilda Mundy 
Eddie Gordon 
Herschel Henlere 
Doreen Harris 
Len Young 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 13 
Peter Cavangh 
Suzette Tarri 
H Carroll & Ross 
Rueb Silver 
Marion Day 
Johnson Clark 
Chas Adey & Dawn 
| Joe Croshy 
Andre Twins & 
Sandra 
LINCOLN 
Royal (t) 13 
Jimmy Charters 
| Beth O’Dare 


Jean 


3 


os 


(M) 13 


*seeed 


4s i 
1.4) 


David Cassity 
G & D Beaty 
Les C 


McDougal 
& MacKay 
8 Dream Girls 
LONDON 
Paliadium (M) 
Allan Jones 
Irene Hervey 
Borrah Minevitch 
Harmonica Rascals 
Joy Nichols 
Larry Griswald 
Glenns 
George Riley 
Helene Heller 
Jack Stanford 
Dick Henderson 
Olga Varona 
Maurice French 
Eva May Wong 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 
Frogmen 
Charih Indra 
Allen Bros & 
Gerry Leader 
Elizabeth & 
Piet Van 
Kafka Co 


13 


13 


June 


Collins 
Brechts 


Air 


(M) 
Kaye 

Skyvrockets Ore 
Dunhills 
Bill Kerr 
Donald B 
Rob 


13 


Stuart 

Murray 

NORw.CH 

Hippodrome (i) 13 

Ernir Lotinga Rev 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 13 

Hutch 

Max Wall 

Tommy Jover & 
Raf 

Pat & Julian 

Bill Waddington 

7 Volants 


3 Curzons 


| Josef Locke 


PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 13 
Bebe & Belle 


| Robb Wilton 


Bemand’s Pigeons 
Freddie Forbes 
Angela Barrie 
Balcombes 
P & M Honri 
George Meaton 
Du-Lay Co 
Laconas 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (Mm) 13 
Nat Jackley 
Costello Twins 
Marianne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 
Armand & Anita 
Dick Beamish 
Denis Murray 
Sammy Curtis 
Bernard Albrow 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 13 
S & M Harrison 
Singers 
Bob Gray 
3 Imps 
Patricia & Colin 
Pamela Austin 
Sheila Daly 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 13 
5 Smith Bros 
George Doonan 
W Latona & Sparks 
Menchassy Bros 
Grip 9 
VICTORIA 
Palace (M) 
Nerve & Knox 
Bud Flanagan 
Kadio Revellers 
Y 


13 


Empire (i) 
Jimmy Slater 
Jack Henry 
Mad Martins 
Zillah 
Frank Bernard 
Mavid Spencer 
Vicky Raymond 
Diamondettes 


13 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatene 
Dorothy Ross 
Jilla Webb 
Striders 
Jack Corlies 

Blue Angel 
Hayes Gordon 
Louise Howard 
Stan Freeman 
Rose Murphy 
Herman Chittison 3 
Martha Wright 


Bop City 
Billy Eckstine 
C Barnet Ore 


Jackson 3 


Cafe James 
Sheila Barrett 
Amy Andrews 
Jack Marlin 


| Gordon Andrews 
| Johnny Nazzaro 


Cafe Society 
Jane Dulo 
Juanita Hall 
Geo Shearing Ore 

China Doli 


| Kanazawa Troupe 


Jadine & Jackie 
Mei Ling 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Line (7) 
Florence Ahn 
Wong Sisters 
Copacavana 
Martin & Lewis 
Raye & Naldi 
Eiieen Barton 
Penny Carroll 
Jack Cassidy 


| M Durso Ore 


Alvares Orc 
Ramona Lan 


g 
Diamond Horseshoe | 
| Johnny Crawford 
Ashour | 


Pearl Bailey 
Lucienne & 
Gil Lamb 


|W C Handy 


Jack Gansert 

Billy Banks 

Choral Sextet 

H Sandler Ore 

Alvarez Mera 

Juenger Ballet Line 
El Chico 


| Rosita Rios 
,; Damtron & 
M Louise & Charles | 


Chapuseaux 


| Tina Ramirez 


Los Guaracheros 


| Vizeaino Ore 


Havana-Madrid 
Bob & Larry Leslie 


| Raquel & Rolando 
| Kenneth Buffet 


Mildred Ray Line 
Trini Reyes 
Sacasas Orc 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Ore 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 

Hotel Astor 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Hotel Belmont-Plaza 
Nobile & King 
Burns’ Birds 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 

Hotel Biltmore 
Jack Edwards Ore 
K Duffy Dners 
Harold Nagel Ore 

Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Nat Brandwynne 

Ore 
Johnny Flannagan 
Mona McDonald 
Joan: Walden 
Aileen Graff 
Elouise Christiana 
Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 
Tony Bavaar 
Michael Meehan 
Bill Knapp 

Hotel Pierre 
Artini & Consuelo 
Betty Jane Watson 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 














| Joe 
| D’Aquila Ore 


Jimmy 
, Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 


| 


| Rady Duchin Ore 


Payson Re Ore 


Nycola Matthey Og 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Three Suns 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Motel St Regis 
Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Ore 
Hotel Statier 
Eddy Howard Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
iceland 
Danny Lewis 
Harlan Dixon 
Eddie Nelson 
Harry Forrest 


Perry Mayo 
Morris Lloyd 
Line 


Jack Palmer Ore 
Latin Quarter 

Joe Howard 

Phil Foster 

Florence & 
Frederic 

Jacqueline Hurley 

Don Saxon 

Art Waner O 

B Harlow Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 

Oscar Calvet Ore 

Jack Towne Ore 
Le Ruban Biev 

Michael Brown 

Bibi Osterwald 

3 Riffs 

Kirkwood & 
Goodman 

Norman Paris 3 
Leon & Eddie’s 

Eddie Davis 

Shirley Dietz 

Rita & Allen 

Marilyn Joyce 


Bella Smaro 
Shepard Line 
Art Waner Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Fletcher & Sheidy 
Nancy Andrews 
Alan Ross 
Bob Downey 
Hazel Webster 
Harold Fonville 
Old Knick 
Gene Barry 
Paul Killiam 
Cloris Leachman 
Bob McMenimen 
John Silver 
Gloria Manning 
Al Cooper Ore 
Olid Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 
LaPorte Ore 
Penthouse 
Gloria Benson 
Billy Tabbert 


| Kurt Maier 


Riviera 


| Tony Martin 


M & G Champion 
Jack Carter 


| Judd Lynne 
| Jeff Clay 
| Walter 


Nye Ore 
Ralph Funt Ore 
Savannah 


Manhattan Paul 


Ruth Mason 
Shotsie Davis 
Rosetta Davis 


| Lucille Dixon Ore 


Versailles 
Carroll 


Village Barn 


| Mike Riley Ore 


Eileen & Carver 


| Piute Pete 


Village Vanguard 


| Josh White 


Josephine Premice 


| Marian Bruce 


C Williams 
Cyril Haines 3 
Waldorf-Astorts 


Mischa Borr Ore 


Mont mues” on :page (55) 
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'and “A,’ You’re Adorable.” Walks 
off a solid hit. 

Jackie Green has a new bit with 
“Clancy Lowered the Boom,” which 
allows him to register with some 
Irish quips. However, it’s not until 
he gets into his imitations of Ed- 


Roxy. N. Y. 
Andrews Sisters, Paul Remos & 
Toy Boys, Ice Revue with Arnold 
Shoda, Marie McLenahan; Gae 
Foster Roxyettes, Skating Blades 
& Belles, H. Leopold Spitalny cho- 
rus, Roxy Orchestra conducted by 





Paul Ash: “It Happens Every die Cantor, Al Jolson, and Jimmy 
Spring” (20th-Fox), reviewed in Durante that he gets his best re- | 
Variety May 11, °49. turns. His crossfire with Louis 
n Basil, house orch leader, on prob- 
i : lem programs, is laugh getter, but 

Roxy theatre offers its stage-| g bit bluish. 
show in two parts, the ice revue Al Trace, composer and orch 


and the vaude acts. Effect is like jeader. takes over for second half 
dual shows. The Andrews Sisters of show with his crew, including 
are a show in themselves. ,, Six square dancers and a round 
Holding the spotlight for 33 ¢aller. Youthful swing-your part- 
minutes when caught, trio seem- ner teams seem ill at ease. creat- 
ingly gets better. Completely ing a somewhat of a lag. 
poised, they mugg, kid around and Jackie Van, femme vocalist, gets 
use all sorts of tricks to flavor their g few whistles for her chirping of 
tune-pitching and the net result is «~ Can’t Say No.” and teams with 
a socko session. Red Maddock, comic drummer, for 
Trio bounces on in closer and Z0CS duet on “I'll Take Her Back.” 
into the weakest tune, “Go W est Trace reprises his hits of ‘the past, 
Young Man,” an overlong opener. «sjgux City Sue.” “Brush Those 
But from there on they really cook. Tears From Your Eves” and “You 
“Feudin’ and Fightin’,” a honk and (aj) Everybody Darling.” Bob Vin- 
whistle version of “Ho-Ho-Kus. cont, saxist, does handily on 
N. J., a sharp arrangement . Trace’s latest cowboy lament, “On 
‘Riders in the Sky,” filled out DY Phat Heavenly Ranch in the Sky.” 
the Roxy chorus, and a long string 7 4. pines. pianist and arranger, 


of past hits follow. They reap does a sizzling boogie treatment of 
howls with bop hats and glasses, ..a,... =a aloe 

2 vb “ oat: Stardust. Zabe. 
doing ‘“Be-Bop Spoken Here, a 

ich Patti Andrews cut solo for : 2 
a 7s Palace. N. ¥. 


Decca with Bing Crosby and fol- 
low. for a finish, with the oft-used 
satire on Al Jolson’s ‘“‘“Mammy” and 


Christine & Moll, Walter Nilsson, 
Peggy Taylor Trio, Dick Buckley, 


“Sonny Boy.” Latter, one of the Yost’s Vikings (5), Elizabeth Tal- 
trio’s boff disks, is perhaps their bot-Martin, Fred Sanborn, Lang 
funniest, made so by Patti’s rou- Troupe; “Song of India” (Col), re- 


tine. It’s a perfect closer to a viewed in VARIETY Feb. 16, 48. 
well-paced, socko act. 

Paul Remos and Toy Boys pre- 
cede the Andrews. A _ standard 
act, it goes over big here. Remos 
and his diminutive partners have 
worked up a solid turn, one which 
does not depend entirely on the 
novelty angle. Perhaps their best 
trick has one of the little fellows 
doing a free-hand stand with Re- has 
mos using what looks like two clig- 
aret holders. 

Ice show is invariably a color 
spectacle backed up by adept blade 


The fourth week of the vaude re- 
vival at the Palace makes it more 
evident that the Sol A. Schwartz- 
Danny Friendly collaboration is 
paying off in spades. 

Majority of turns on the bill are 
standards. In addition, it is the 
most populated displays this house 
played. Program includes a 


in addition to the other acts. 
New talent on the show 
prises Christine & 


com- 
Moll in the 


work. This production, called opener, and the Lang Troupe (6) 
“Fiesta.” has excellent flash and in closing slot ‘New Acts). The 
intriguing routines. Arnold Shoda, deuce has’ Walter Nilsson, trick 


top-billed bladester, and the comely 
Marie McClenahan, star. It’s array of props, which he uses in 
capped, prior to the straight vaude a iaugh-provoking manner to gar- 
switch, by the Roxy line’s stand-| ner excellent returns. 

ard terping. Wood. The Peggy Taylor trio contrib 
their fast adagio to nice returns. 
Two husky males toss Miss Taylor 
around with studied abandon for 
picturesque effects. Dick Buckley 
has an amusing pantomimic nov- 
elty in which he mouths words 
while subjects from the audience 
move lips in a comedy routine for 
good returns. 

The Yost Vikings (5) provide 
a solid tune-turn. The lads have a 
strenuous Vocal routine which they 
handle in bravura style all the 
way. It seems that a more re- 
strained number thrown in on oc- 
casion would not only provide a 
_beneficial change of pace, but 
would give them a respite from 
the strenuous stuff. They’re crowd- 
pleasers, nevertheless. 

_Elizabeth Talbot-Martin’s impres- 
sions of screen stars and various 
types of singers has elements of 
comedy. She builds up nicely, but 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, June 9. 


Hoctor & Byrd, Florida Trio, 
Joey Bishop, Gordon MacRae, Carl 
Sands Orch; “Barkleys of Broad- 
way” (M-G). 


Current bill of only four acts is 
top fare with an unusual note of 
freshness and never a_ letdown. | 
Hoctor & Byrd, as a dance team, 
have a hard task as openers, but 
score with top tapstering. Hoctor | 
wins neat response for impression 
of a congo liner, while Miss Byrd 
and he register strongly with an 
original “Beguine.” 

Florida Trio hasn’t been seen, 
around here for over a decade. 
Efforts of femme and male to hold 
up disjointed scarecrow-like part- 


ner has audience in_ constant t : “pga: } ) 

oward the end dissipates this with | 
or. Youth seems to be made | , 50.55 dance. Fred Sanborn’s pan- 
OF plastic. tomime 


and xylophone playing 
completes the bill. He clowns his 
way to a strong finish. Jose. 


Comedian Joey Bishop has fresh 
material—and it’s clean. His apolo- 
getic, wan mannerisms has the au- 
dience roaring from walkon. Holds 
them with dialect stories, and satir- 
ical impressions of Bette Davis. 
Jimmy Cagney and Jimmy Durante 
for top applause. 

Gordon MacCrae is_ another 
clicker. Cleancut singer displays 
excellent baritone on such items 
as “Careless Hands” and “A’, 
You’re Adorable,’ but gets more 
into his forte with “Some Enchant- 
ed Evening” and “So In Love.” 
Encores with “Old Man River” for I 
solid hit. Carl Sands orch tees off comedy Juggling. Change-of-pace 
bill with a jump novelty, “Hot in band’s presentation gives bill 
Canary,” and also backs acts capa- More variety interest than usual. 





Cirele, IndpIs. 
Indianapolis, June 12. 
Tex Beneke Orch, with Glenn 
Douglas, Mary Mayo, Buddy 
Yeager, Moonlight Serenaders, 
Peter Lorre, Pryde & Day; “The 
Fan” (20th). 


Tex Beneke has a smooth show 
this trip, with a strong assist from 
Peter Lorre in his “Telltale Heart” 
routine and Pryde & Day in a sock 


tg Zabe. Beneke opens in great shape | 
. pore “Stardust,” featuring some | 

. “ . good trumpeting from Bob Mitch- | 

Chic ago. Chi ell. Moonlight Serenaders regis- 
Chicago, June 10. ter in “I Got a Gal in Kalamazoo” 

Shyrettos (3), Joan Edwards, and current novelty, “Lavender 
Jackie Green, Al Trace Orch (9) Coffin.” Glenn Douglas, a_ nice 


with Jackie Van, Square dancers 
(6), Louis Basil Orch; “Beautiful 


Blonde From Bashful Bend.” Keep Me Warm” and “A Kiss and 


Current layout has semblance of handles “Bali H’ai” and “Again” 
a double presentation, via the regu- acceptably. Buddy Yeager steps | 


lar acts, plus an excellent dose 


, down from the bandstand to score 
of commercial corn by Al Trace’s 


with scat singing and tomfoolery 


Orch and group. However, bill in “Bloop Bleep” and “I May Be 
runs overlong and undoubtedly Wrong.” “String of Pearls” is best 


will be clipped. 

Shyrettos open the first half of 
the bill with sock cycling act, gar- 
nering neat hand for their tricks, 
with strong finish whereon trio 
cavort on king-sized unicycles. 

‘oan Edwards, radio songstress, 
offers fine keyboarding as well as 
vocalizing of pop tunes, but it’s 
her flashback to the songs of uacl> 
Gus Edwards that provokes spon- routine in which Day is perched 
taneous applause. Svelte songstress on Pryde’s head. Biz okay when 
then segues into the newer bailads caught Saturday (11) afternoon. 
like ‘Red Roses For a Blue Lady ‘| Corb. 


straight band number. 

Lorre closes show and gives it 
strong punch with his dramatic re- 
cital of Poe’s tale. Also gets some 


his exploits as sinister film charac- 
ter. Act registers for top applause. 
Pryde & Day please in a nifty com- 
hination of comedy and juggling. 
Their clincher is a double-header 


sextet, a quintet, trio and a double | 


cyclist, who has a most extensive | 


looking kid with a rugged voice, | 
sells well in “I’ve Got My Love to! 


a Rose.” Band vocalist, Mary Mayo, | 


laughs with quiet humor based on | 


| Strand, N. Y. 

| Phil Spitalny “Hour of Charm” 
all-girl orch (37) featuring Evelyn, 
Jeannie, Louise, Janet, Viola; Glee 
Club (14); Patricia Bright; “‘Night 
Unto Night” (W8), reviewed in 
VARIETY, April 20, '49. 


There’s a readymade television 
package on the Strand stage this 
semester. The usually tiptop Phil 
Spitalnyites exceed themselves 
with their ““Hour of Charm” voca- 
musical versatility. The maestro 
has a fine aggregation which can 
mix up its present 55-minute 


format and compress it into any 
number of zingy half-hours for 
video. It’s that kind of a show, 


with or without Patricia Bright, a 
bright mimic (no pun intended), 
who’s an added starter. 

As Spitalny has projected 
through the years, without belabor- 
ing the point, his femme AFMers, 
for all their pulchritude—and a 
good looking bunch they are, too— 
can hold their own with almost any 
Local 802ite. They can jam and 
jive and jump like a 52d barrel- 
house, and also blend suave strings 
and fetching choral ensembles like 
a Carnegie Hall recital. 

As a show business item, a book- 
ing situation as is currently on dis- 
play at the Strand leaves little 
room for wonderment why biz is 
bad. This marks the next-to-last 
bandshow at the Warners’ Broad- 
way flagship, at least for the sum- 
mer (Red Ingle next), but instead 
of making the blowoff impressive, 
and building a goodwill cushion, 
the WB powers-that-be dug one 
out of the files for the film coup- 
ling. Given an adult film, with a 
class act like Spitalny’s, the house 
could have done _ its_ black-ink 
ledger some good instead of seizing 
on this occasion to get a long-de- 
layed pic into circulation. 

Incidentally, as regards’ the 
Strand’s bow-out bandshow policy 
for the hot weather season, this 
| house is a natural for a possible 
veering into the vaudfilm policy, 
now that the Palace seems to be 
catching fire. 

As for the current headliner, 
Spitalny opens and closes with an 
infectious “Happy Happy Days,” 
|and in between uncorks a wealth 
of versatility, charm, femme pul- 


burn and Hildegarde impressions, | 
and her satire on a somewhat un- | 


intelligent British film star is! 
equally socko. Miss Bright, too, | 
is a ready-made commodity for 


almost any visual medium as has 
already been evidenced in her past 
| cafe and television stints. Abel. 


Palladium, London | 


London, June 7. 

Allan Jones with Irene Hervey, 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica Ras- 
cals with Johnny Puleo, Larry 
Griswold, George Riley & Helene 
Heller, Joy Nichols, Jack Stanford, 
The Glenns (3), Dick Henderson, 
Maurice French & Eva May Wong, 
Olga Varona & Partner, Paul Fe- 
noulhet Orch. 


Allan Jones, accompanied by his 
wife, Lrene Hervey, is back for sec- 
ond year in succession headlining 
the Palladium bill. Full of confi- 
dence from entrance, he displays 
versatility with a wide range of 
numbers from the _ semi-classical, 
such as “On With the Motley,” the 
frankly sentimental “Bless You, 
My Sweet,” a comedy duet with 
Miss Hervey on “You Was” to the 
inevitable and much demanded 
“Donkey Serenade.” His clear 
tenor and _ pleasing personality 
readily earn many rounds of ap- 
plause. 

Well-balanced bill includes, aside 
from the headliner, a number of 
other acts from across the pond. 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica Ras- 
cals, featuring Johnny Puleo, are 
back again to keep the audience 
rolling with laughter. Another is 
Larry Griswold, comic, whose high- 
diving act is slick and skillful slap- 
stick, alternating in laughs and 
thrills. Breezy patter and pleasing 
vocals from George Riley and 
Helene Heller also goes over tor 
good appreciation. * 

Biggest individual success of the 
show is the Westend debut of 
Joy Nichols (New Acts), who re- 
ceived an enthusiastic reception 
and several curtain calls. 

Curtain raisers are Maurice | 
French and Eva May Wong, doing 
a balancing act. Dick Henderson is 
back with some not-so-new blue 
stories and a song or two put over | 
in stentorian fashion and is fol- 
lowed by the Glenns, a trio of tal- 


chritude, lush, orchestral patteras | nted, gracefel acrobatic dance 
| makes this near-hour a fast gallop. a a with refreshing 


With 14 in the choir, six brass, five 


| fiddles, four reeds, and a rich 
|rhythm section comprising traps, 
\string bass, flute, piano, banjo, 


|harp and bass tuba, his is a 
| fine orchestral organization which 


'symphonizes syncopation for all | 


tastes. 

| After the personable, dusky Mil- 
| dred solos “Summertime” (“Porgy 
| and Bess’’), with the choir as back- 
'er-uppers, a lush arrangement of 
“Siboney” is a fine change of pace; 
Janet McLean makes with the hot 


| 


tention from Satchmo, Prima, et 
al.; Viola Smith does a Krupaesque 


an electric bit with radium-painted 
drumsticks; flutist Marilyn Martin 
and Miss Smith have an _ instru- 
mental “conversation piece” that’s 
a gem; Jeannie with the dark 
brown hair, a fetching looker of a 
| soprano, sings “Riders in the Sky,” 
' as the No. 1 pop of the day; there's 
'another arresting contrast with an 
|original rhythm number, wherein 
several segments of the orchestral 
team “shine”; and then Evelyn, ina 
striking pink creation, really ties it 
up with her violin virtuosity. First 
she solos her own arrangement of 
\“Some Enchanted Evening’— 
which rates a recording—and then 
backed by the string section (5), 
she makes with the ‘Fiddle 
Faddle” for another showstopping 
interlude. As if that’s not enough, 
for the rhythmic blowoff band’s 
_pianist boogie-woogies Tschaikow- 
sky’s “The Bee” for another knot- 
| tieing specialty. 





In between Spitalny routines his | 


|charges in other showmanly pace- 
changers such as the femme trio’s 
version of gossipy old maids in an 
imaginative interpretation of the 
“William Tell’ overture; the sun- 
dry standout vocal and_instru- 
;mental groupings; and the gener- 
lally effective lighting throughout, 
which further sets off his femme- 
copators. 

Patricia Bright precedes. the 
Spitalnyites’ patriotic finale. Di- 
seuse has been around in niteries 
and video, and opens with an ultra- 
modern couple of minutes of pat- 
ter based on recent TV trends, 
which is topical and fresh satire. 





HARPO, CHICO SNEAK 
London, June 14. 

Harpo and Chico Marx did a 
sneak preview of their act last 
week at the Empire, Chiswick, try- 
ing out new bits every night. 

Val Parnell and Leslie Macdon- 
nell, Fosters’ agency exec, are get- 
ting them set for their opening at 
\the London Palladium, June 20, 


| 


| for one month. 


trumpet that would command at-| 


'smash solo at the traps, including | 


She goes into her standard Hep-| 


Fronting the second half is Olga 
Varona with a conventional aerial- | 
ist act, giving way to Jack Stan- 
ford, talented comedian, who ex- 
plains his idea of the origin of a} 
number of p@pular dances. Paul 
Fenhoulet’s orch, standing in for 
the resident Skyrocket orchestra, 
who are touring with Danny Kaye, 
competently backs the acts. | 

Myro. | 


Apollo, N. Y. | 

Paul Williams band (6), Sweet- | 
hearts of Rhythm (12), Jimmie 
Givens & Sweetie, Helene & How- | 
ard, Walter Green, Spider Bruce & 
Co. (4); “I Am With You” (FF).} 


The Apollo comes up with an- 
other sock stanza, highlighted by 
Paul Williams’ miniature combo: 
Sweethearts of Rhythm, all-girl 
larger orch, and the ofay team of 
Helene & Howard in their clown- 
antics and dance satires. Trio of 
featured turns are parlayed into 


satisfying fare that keeps. the 
payees laughing and applauding 
throughout. 

Sweethearts, fronted by Anna 


Mae, a personable gal with plenty | 
of verve and a way with a song, | 
comprises three rhythm, four saxes, 
two trombones and two trumpets. 
They give creditable account on, 
their own instrumentation as well | 
as providing neat backing for the) 
supporting acts. 

Jimmie Givens & Sweetie, mixed 
team, follow and get over nicely | 
with a mixture of songs, comedy | 
gab and hoofing. Spider Bruce & 
Co., house comics, point up the. 
comedy motif of bill with a mili-'| 
tary satire that rocks for laughter. | 
Sweethearts take over again for a) 
jam session on “Rest Stop,” with! 
practically all of the sidegals get- | 
ting a fling at solo stints, sparked 
by bass player's vocal of ‘“Laugh- 
| ing Boy.” 

This sets things pretty for Wal- 
ter Green, who scores with non- 
chalant tapstering that incorporates 
almost everything in the way of! 
slick hoofery. Helene & Howard’ 
are as sock as ever with their ball- 
roomology and dance satires, with 
pseudo ballet stuff registering for 
howls. 
| Paul Williams band is as sharp 
as any similar small combo to play 
this house and should be definite- 
ly set for vaude and cafe dates. 
Crew, consisting of three rhythm, 
trumpet and two saxes (including 
the maestro) gives out torridly 
with pops and former diskings to, 
provide a boff getaway turn. Their 
workouts on “Low Blow,” “House 
Rocker” and other items drew high 
appreciation and solid plaudits at 
| walkoff. Edba. 
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Capitol, N. Y. 
Alvino Rey Orch (16) with Jim. 
my Joyce; Jerry Lester, The Vaga. 
bonds (5), Evalyn Tyner, Los 
Gatos (3); “Neptune’s Daughter” 
(M-G), reviewed in VARIETY, May 


Current bill at the Capitol 
Shapes as a solid layout in all de- 


| partments. Playing at a rapid pace, 


overall click pattern of the show 
builds to a powerful one-two punch 
in the parlay of the Vagabonds and 
Jerry Lester in the closing half. 

Alvino Rey’s aggregation of 
seven brass, five reeds and four 
rhythm plays a listenable, if slight- 
ly conventional brand of pop mu- 
sic. Rey, however, has a standout 
feature in his “talking guitar” in- 
Strumentation with reproduction of 
human voices and various sounds 
made by dive bombers, choo-choo 
trains, etc. It’s a surefire audience 
winner. Band vocalist Jimmy Joyce 
delivers okay on “Riders in the 
Sky” with choral support from a 
quartet within the “band. 

Splitting his chore into three 
turns scattered through the show, 
Lester is at top form in a varied 
and original comedy routine. He’s 
adept at the straight gag, mimicry, 
and song, delivering items in each 
division. His burlesque of a radio 
dialer in training for a giveaway 
show is a house-rocker. Picking up 
momentum with each successive 
bit, Lester closes with one of his 
repertory standards involving a 
hashed-up impression of Harry 
Richman which teads into a series 
of other carbons, juggling stunts 
and fast lines. 

The Vagabonds, instrumental 
and vocal quartet with piano ac- 
companiment, are a versatile crew 
with a smart comedy flair. Dishing 
up a series of novelty tunes, combo 
spices its numbers with neatly 
timed horseplay. Pivot man is the 
bass player, who scores strongly 
with a hula number in which he 


| parodies a hip-swinging native. 


Los Gatos, in the opening spot, 


are a tricky team of balancing 
acrobats. Trio runs through an un- 
usual series of pyramid hand 


stands, winding up with a cute jit- 
terbug routine while flipping each 
other through the air. Evalyn Ty- 
ner registers in a straight piano in- 
terlude, featuring a medley of 


| semi-classics and hot jazz. Miss Ty- 


ner points up her finger dexterity 
with a fortissimo style of keyboard 
play. Herm. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, June 10. 


Burns Twins & Evelyn, Youman 
Bros. & Frances (3), Rolly Rolls, 
Calgary Bros. (2), Sam Jack Kauf- 
man House Orch with Kay de Witt 
& Lawrie Chorus; “Beautiful 
Blonde from Bashful Bend” (20th). 


__ It’s a bell-ringing lineup at the 
big Loew house current session, 
though lacking name value to lure 
the crowds. 


Headliner Rolly Rolls, the 


French comedy pianist, combines 


a pleasant personality, continental 
sophistication, some hep comedy 
and topnotch piano technique into 
an applause getting act. 


_Youman Bros. with Frances, gal 
violinist, rate attention with their 
impreshes of naime bands, inter- 
spersed with clowning. 

_ Calgary Bros., pantomime com- 
ics, garner appreciation for their 
familiar acro-drunk routine. 

Burns Twins & Evelyn make ap- 
propriate curtain raisers and reg- 
ister with a fast succession of pre- 
cision terp numbers. Costuming 
is particularly effective. 

Rounding out bill is a produc- 
tion number by Sam Jack Kauf- 
man house crew. Overture, based 
on “Riders in the Sky,” clicks 
with its Western setting. Kay de 
Witt, handles the vocal chores 
with backgrounding by the Justin 
Lawrie chorus, a local outfit. Num- 
ber wins hefty applause. Lowe. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 12. 


Edith Fellows & Tommy Diz, 


| Senator Murphy, Kilbourne Chris- 
| topher, 


Bob & Joan 
House 


3 Londons, 
Morco, Freddie Carlone 
Orch; “Tulsa” (EL). 


Layout this week gets solid re- 
action, with new team of Edith 
Fellows and Tommy Dix (New 
Acts) sparking the sock pace. 

Senator Murphy, with his stand- 
ard jibes at politicos, hits for laugh 
values. 

Teeoff spot is breezy with Bob 
and Joan Mareo’s acro stunts gar- 
nering neat returns. : 

Emcee Kilbourne Christopher Is 
smooth on the introes and clicks 
in own spot with slick hocus-pocus. 
Three Londons get healthy returns 
for their comedy-slanted terpins. 

Freddie Carlone_ house | orch 
handles backgrounding cap2ly. 

Lary. 
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Producer Group Would Exchange 
Financial Statements as Savings Aid 


Complete budget breakdowns on+¢ 
new productions and regular 
monthly financial statements of all 
current shows will be exchanged | 
py members of the new Committee 
of Theatrical! Producers. Move 


awaits only the co-ordination of ac- 
counting systems by the various 
managements involved. 

Thereafter, instead of attempting 
to keep the financial and business 
details of their productions secret 
from each other, according to long- 
standing theatrical custom, the pro- 
ducers will circulate all such in- 
formation among the members. 
Subcommittee, headed by Herman 
Shumlin, is working out a standard 
form of production budget and 
monthly accounting statement to 
be used by the member manage- 
ments and their accounting firms. 

Aim of the co-ordinated account- 
ing methods and budget statements 
is to give backers a clearer idea of 
how their investments are being 
handled. Under present circum- 
stances, production and operating 
statements frequently indicate lit- 
tle about how production funds 
have actually been spent or about 
the exact financial status of a cur- 
rent show. 

In some cases this is because of 
the different forms of statements | 
used by various accounting firms. 
But in a few instances it appears 
to involve deception by producers, 
occasionally with the connivance 
of the management. 

Besides providing more _ and 
clearer information to backers, the 
contemplated system of standard- 
ized accounting and exchanged 
statements is aimed to make pos- 
sible production and operating sav- 
ings. Thus, it’s hoped that all 
member-producers will be _ able 
to take advantage of economies. 
worked out by individuals. 


Also, it’s figured that the pool- 
ing of all such information will en- 
able producers to reduce, if not 
entirely eliminate, kickbacks, brib- 
ery and other kinds of graft and 
corruption that raise production 
and operating costs, and thus in- 
crease legit costs and the hazards 
of producing and investing. 

Although nothing has been done 
yet to put such a project into ef- 
fect, the CTP members have also 
considered the idea of compiling 
a blacklist of manager-employees 
caught in any kind of crookedness. | 
Private detectives might be hired 
for spot-checks of show and _ pro- 
duction management. with evi- 
dence and the blacklisted names. 
made public. It’s believed that 
such methods, while drastic and 
involving some risk, would greatly 
reduce stealing and waste in the. 
theatre and thereby substantially 
reduce costs. | 


SAYLER REELECTED 
nTPAM BIZ AGENT 


Oliver M. Sayler, incumbent 
business agent of the Assn. of The- 
atrical Press Agents & Managers, 
was returned to office in the 
union’s annual election Monday 
(13). He received 220 votes, against 
142 for his opponent, William 
Blair. The balloting and general 
membership meeting was held at 
the Claridge hotel, N. Y. 


All other nominees for office 
were unopposed. Those elected 
were Frank Smith, president, 323 
votes; Wolfe Kaufman, vice-prez. | 
316; Milton Weintraub, incumbent 
secretary-treasurer, 323; Fred De 
Bondy, sergeant-at-arms, 297. 
Named to the board of governors 
were Ray Broeder, Mack Hilliard. 
Morris Jacobs and Warren O'Hara, | 
representing the manager group; 
Willard Keefe, Ben Kornzweig. for 
the New York agents; Louis Cline 
and Hal Olver, advance agents, and 
Ben Chasin and Nathan Parnes, 
Yiddish group. 

Life memberships were voted to 
Lodewick Vroom, a past president. 
and Ben Boyar, retiring president. 








THEATRE °49 CLICKO 


Dallas, June 14. 

With hundreds turned away the 
last week, Theatre ‘49 closed its 
third season here with a resound- 
ing success. 

The eight plays produced in 30 
weeks under the direction of Margo 
Jones averaged 90°% capacity. 





| believed to be about $275,000. 


British Film May Limit 
Sarah Churchill Date 


A film commitment with Sir 
Alexander Korda in England may 
limit Sarah Churchill to four weeks 
of strawhat appearances in “The 
Philadelphia Story.” Actress ar- 
rives June 19 after a quick trip to 
England, and stars in the Philip 
Barry comedy the week of June 
27 at the McCarter theatre, Prince- 
ton; the week of July 4 at Fitch- 
burg, Mass.; the week of July 11 at 
Saratoga and July 18 at Newport 
Tentative dates for the Cape play- 
house, Dennis, Mass., and four 
other strawhats depend on the 
Korda picture schedule. 


Also, the actress-daughter of for- 


mer British Prime Minister Win- 
ston Churchill is being sought by 
Don Golenpaul to be guest m. c. 
of one of his “Information, Please” 
radio series, to originate in London 
in the fall. 


2756 Loss For 
‘Oth Ave. Fold 





“Along Fifth Avenue,” which 
folds Saturday night (18) at the 
Imperial theatre, N. Y., after 180 


performances, will involve a_ loss 
The 
revue was originally budgeted at 
$100,000 by producer Arthur 
Lesser, but there was a 25% over- 
call and then the backers were 
asked to put up additional financ- 
ing. The source of all the coin 
hasn't been disclosed. 

Largest investors are David A. 
and Louis M. Vinocur, car agency 
owners, who originally put up $70.- 
000 and later advanced more than 
$30,000 additional. They and the 
other backers, all residents of 
Pittsburgh, Washington, Pa., and 
vicinity, are said to be friends of 
the dentist-father of one of the 
show’s authors, Richard Stutz. 

Musical was apparently jinxed 
from the start. After more than 
the usual mixups during rehearsal, 
Robert H. Gordon withdrew as di- 
rector, being replaced by Charles 
Friedman. During the Philadel- 
phia tryout, Willie Howard was ill 
and, after insisting on continuing 
in the cast for several 


perform- | 


Kit Cornell’s ‘Lady’ 


ances, finally dropped out and sub- | 


sequently died the day before the 
New York premiere. Jackie Glea- 
son took over the part. 

After mixed, but generally poor 
notices, ‘“Avenue” had a couple of 
weeks of promising business, but 


then slipped and never recovered. 


Despite several reductions of the 


‘operating budget, with authors and 


cast accepting sizable cuts, the pro- 
duction was never able to break 
even, but kept piling up additional 
losses. 

It moved from the Broadhurst, 
where it first opened, to the larger 
Imperial, in the hope that it could 
benefit from heavy weekend at- 
tendance. But that failed to pro- 
vide enough help, as did two-for- 
ones and, finally, a slice in the 
b.o. scale. 

Lesser, who has been in France 
to confer with Maurice Chevalier 
about a possible television series, 
is due back this week. 


Tallu Sets Terrif Pace 
With 246 in 17 at Olney 


Olney, Md., June 14. 

Finishing a two-week engage- 
ment at the Olney theatre in 
“Private Lives’ Sunday (12), Tal- 
lulah Bankhead racked up a ter- 
rific gross of over $24,090 for 17 
performances. House, seating 600, 
had its biggest night Friday (10), 
when 135 extra chairs were put In 
around the sides, and there were 
84 standees besides. Engagement, 
starting May 31, opened Olney’s 
second season under management 
of Richard Skinner and Evelyn 
Freyman. 

Frances Starr 
run in “The Corn 
night (14). when ' 
verts to weekly bills. Cast will 
include Helen Hayes’ children, 
Mary and James MacArthur, latter 
in his professional debut. 





opens a week's 
Is Green” to- 
strawhatter re- 


Into Sept. Rehearsals 


Rehearsals of the Katharine 


Cornell starrer, “That Lady,” Kate | 
O'Brien's dramatization of her own | 


novel, “For One Sweet Grape,” 
Start Sept. 19. Torin Thatcher, 
who appeared in the Broadway pro- 
duction of “Edward My Son,” has 
been assigned to one of the lead- 


ing roles. He leaves for London | 
next Tuesday (21) aboard the, 


America to appear in a J. Arthur 
Rank film and is due back here in 
time for rehearsals. 

Guthrie McClintic 
“Lady.” 


will direct 


Salesman, ‘Story’ 
Key to How Hits 
Nip Theatre Red 


How a hit booking can recoup 
past theatre is being 
demonstrated by two current 
The shows 
Salesman,” at the 
“Detective Story,” 
Both plays 
making large operating profits for 
the 


losses on a 


Broadway 
“Death 
Morosco, 


plays. 
of a 
and 
at the Hudson. 
respective houses. 
grossing the abso- 
of $24,400 at the scale, 
theatre a straight 30°, 


“Salesman,” 
lute limit 


pays the 


Evans May Do 


are | 


or $7,320 a week. The house sup- | 


plies five stagehands, including 
three department heads, at $130 
each, and three grips at $110 each 
The company pays three 
hands and four musicians at a total 
of $900. 


Stop limit for the show is $13,- 
000. Theatre’s guarantee is $4,000, 
which is also its estimated operat- 
ing cost when lighted (the cost is 
fiured to 
the house is dark). On that basis, 
the theatre is currently netting ap- 
proximately $3,300 a week, or 
about $170,000 a year. House is 


stage- | 


be around $2,000 when | 
| subsequent tour, if any. 


understood to charge approximate- | 


ly $1,000 a week on its books as 
rental. 

The Hudson, with 
Story” playing to over $23,000 
gross, gets a rental of about $7,000 
on its 30% share (incidentally, 
Howard Lindsay and 
Crouse, producers of the play, are 
also co-owners of the theatre). Its 
operating profit is estimated at 


“Detective | 


Russe] | 


about $3,000 a week. That’s repay- | 


ing the $40,000 cash loss (includ- 
ing actual outlay, not 
rent, interest on the investment, 
or other such items). 

All operating profits on the thea- 
tre cannot be 
profit, however, as they’re subject 


Two London Successes May Be 





‘Lack of Interest’ Cues 
Maryland’s Backslide 
Baltimore, June 14. 


Maryland theatre, Baltimore. 
Which recently broke the color line 
for recent engagement of ‘“‘Anna 
Lucasta” and announced intention 
of continuing on non-segregated 
basis for future bookings: reversed 
itself when operator Edward Kap 


lan stated the house would go back 


to its former policy in lining up 
next season’s bookings 

Kaplan claims lack of coopera- 
tion from supposedly interested 


groups stymied plan for. unre- 
stricted ticket selling. He has not 
formulated definite plans for type 
of future entertainment and is un- 
decided whether house will return 
to stock burlesque and vaude of 
last year or spot legit and concert 
bookings essayed later in season. 


Rattigan Playlets 


Evans may star in. a 
Broadway presentation of ‘“Play- 
bill,” the Terence Rattigan  pro- 
gram of two playlets, “The Brown- 
ing Version” and “A Harlequi- 
nade.” Actor-manager would pro- 
duce the show on his own, pos- 
sibly with Theatre Guild partici- 
pating on the financing but not in 
the management. 


Maurice 


It’s understood the offering 
would not be on the Guild sub- 
scription list in New York, but 


might be available for subscribers 
on the out-of-town tryout and the 
Stephen 
Mitchell, who presented the show 
in the West End, returned to Eng- 
land last week after extensive 
huddles with Evans. 

Peter Glenville, who staged 
the original production, may be 
brought over to direct the Broad- 
way edition. Evans would play the 
two male leads created by Eric 
Portman, with Frances Rowe a 
possibility for the femme leads 
played in the original by Mary 
Ellis. Miss Rowe, the leading lady 
in the recent Evans revival of 
“Man and Superman” in New York 


and on tour, sailed last week for 
| England, but is expected back in 
September. 


pro-rata | 


“The Browning Version” is a tri- 


/angle drama about an ailing col- 


considered final | 


to 38% corporate tax and various | 


other U. S. and state levies, after 
numerous’ allowable deductions. 
However, at the present income 


rate, the purchase price of both 
houses would be earned back in a 
relatively short period of years. 
The Morosco is owned by City 
Playhouses, Inc., a subsid of City 
Investment Corp. The Hudson is 
owned by Lindsay, Crouse, Howard 
S. and Joseph Cullman, 
Hayward and Elliott Nugent. 





Interplayers, Tyro Group, 
Gets Union Cencessions 


The Interplayers, semi-pro legit 
group in New York, has received 


uniens to operate a summer season 
in the limited-seat studio-auditori- 
um in the Carnegie Hall building, 
N. Y. It’s the first off-Broadway 
group in New York to receive an 
okay from the unions’ fact-finding 
committee since New Stages ar- 
ranged to operate its theatre in 
Bleecker street under union con- 
cessions. 

Under the deal, Local 1 of the 
IATSE has agreed to the biring of 
only one stagehand, the Assn. of 
Theatrical Press Agents & Treas- 
urers will permit one of the regu- 
lar Carnegie Hall managerial staff 
to handle the Interplayers assign- 
ment, and the scenic artists will 
require the employment of one 
man for a day every three weeks 
to touch up settings. No team- 
sters will be hired and, although 
an agreement with the musicians’ 
union hasn't been reached, it’s ex- 
pected a single tooter will be re- 


| quired. 


(a tryout 


lege professor, his unfaithful wife 
and a young instructor. ‘“Harle- 
quinade” is a backstage comedy 
about a noted acting couple during 
tour of “Romeo and 
Juliet.” 





Miller, Bloomgarden To 
London for ‘Salesman’ 


Various people associated with 


the London production of “Death 


Leland of a Salesman” will sail for Eng- 


land during the next week. Others | 
|are already there or on the Con- 


tinent. 


| Arthur Miller, the author, sails 


a waiver from the theatrical craft including Katharine 


Sunday (19) with his wife. 


Co- | 


producer Kermit Bloomgarden. 
| sails June 21, and most of the cast, 


Alexander, 


Frank Maxwell (and the latter’s 
actress-wife, Maxine Stewart), 
Ralph Theadore, Joseph La Penna 
and Samuel Main, leave June 23. 

Stager Elia Kazan sailed about a 
week ago with his authoress-wife, 
Molly Thatcher. On the same boat 
was Paul Muni, who will play the 
starring part. Designer Jo Miel- 
ziner, traveling on the Continent 
with director-author Joshua Logan, 
will join the others for production 
huddles. 

While in London, Bloomgarden 
will try to sign a British actor for 
one of the leading parts in ‘“Mont- 
serrat,”’ which he’ will produce on 
Broadway in the fall, in association 
with Gilbert Miiler. He will also 
see some West End plays, including 
several prospects for New York 
presentation. After the London 
opening of “Salesman,” Miller will 
visit Parfs. the Scandinavian coun- 
tries and Italy. He’s due back-in 
,about two months, 


Produced by Theatre Guild in N.Y. 


+ Two 


London successes, Lesley 
Storm's “Black Chiffon" and Chris- 
topher Fry’s “The Lady's Not for 
Burning,” may be presented on 
Broadway by the Theatre Guild. 
If available, Flora Robson and the 
original London cast of “Chiffon” 
would probably be brought over, 
but the actress is believed to have 
other commitments and the con- 
tractual siatus of the others isn't 
known here. 


John Gielgud and Pamela Brown, 


leads in “Lady,” might also be 
brought to New York if the Fry 
comedy-drama is acquired by the 


Guild. John C. Wilson would prob- 
ably be associated in a Broadway 
presentation of the Fry comedy- 
drama, since he and the Guild have 
a joint first-option on all London 
offerings of Hugh Beaumont (H. M. 
Tennent), and vice-versa. 

After the mid-October premiere 
of the new Lunt show, “I Know My 
Love,” the next item on the Guild's 
fall schedule is the Katharine Hep- 
burn revival of “As You Like It,” 
which will go into rehearsal in Oc- 
tober. An undisclosed English di- 
rector is being sought, with Mar- 
garet Webster and Anthony Wuale 
no longer prospects for the assign- 
ment. 

Also definitely set for presenta- 
tion by the Guild during the fall 
and winter are “Hilda Crane,” 
Samson Ravhaelson play to. star 
Joan Fontaine, slated for January 
rehearsal; the musical edition of 
“Pursuit of Happiness,” with Nan- 
ette Fabray, Georges Guitray, 
Pearl Bailey and John Conte, and 
“Good Housekeeping,” William 
McCleery comedy-drama to star 
Helen Hayes. 

Depending on tryout résults at 
Westport, Conn., are “Out of Dust,” 
new Lynn Riggs drama, and “Come 
Back, Little Sheba,” by William 
Inge. Another possibility is ‘‘Re- 
lapse,’ Restoration comedy by Sir 
John Vanbrugh, presented in Lon- 
don by Beaumont and being consid- 
ered by the Guild and Wilson. 

“Jane,” S. N. Behrman’s adapta- 
tion of a Somerset Maugham short 
story, is not a prospect for this sea- 
son, but is a future possibility if 
it can be suitably cast. The pro- 
posed Jennifer Jones revival of 
“Romeo and Juliet,” is no longer 
under consideration, nor is William 
Marchant’s “Within a Glass Bell” 
or ‘“‘Lysistrata '49,”’ Gilbert Seldes’ 
new version of his adaptation of 
the Aristophanes classic. 

“Stern Daughter,” which Philip 
Barry is supposed to be writing, 
has not been finished and is not a 
prospect for this season. Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll's “Weep for Tomor- 
row,” mentioned as a possibility for 
production by the Guild, was never 
on the list, nor was a revival of 
“Anna Christie,” “Much Ado About 
Nothing” or “Richard III.” The 
Eugene O'Neill plays, “A Moon for 
the Misbegotten” and “A Touch of 
the Poet,” hinge on tough casting 
problems. 

“Texas Lil’ Darling,” musical by 
John Whedon, Sam Moore, Robert 
Emmett Dolan and Johnny Mercer, 
is slated for tryout at Westport, but 
is not under consideration as a 
Guild production. 


REGULAR TICKET VOTED 
IN BY CHORUS EQUITY 


Entire regular ticket was voted 
into office last week in the Chorus 
Equity Assn. annual election last 
Friday (10) at the Capitol hotel, 
N. Y. Paul Dullzell was reelected 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee his 30th one-year term, and 
Ora Leak was named for a year 


” 





| as recording secretary. 


Chosen for three-year terms as 
members of the executive commit- 
tee were Lynn Alden, Ann Dunbar, 
Saidy Gerard, Margaret Gibson, 
Frances Rainer and Robert Spiro. 
Elected for two years was Arlyn 
Frank, and for one year Robert 
Neukum Named as representa- 
tives on the Actors Equity council 
were Charles Tate, for three years: 
George Bockman, Clara Cordery 
and Paula Purnell, for two years, 
and Miss Alden, Miss Gerard and 
Miss Gibson, for one year. 

The 200-od¢e members present 
were informed that the CE treas- 
ury is $8,900 richer than it was a 
year ago. 





State Fair of Texas granted per- 
mission to Theatre °49 to use its 
present quarters on the State Fair- 
grounds, Dallas, for angther year. 
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230 Strawhats Due in Operation 
By Mid-July; 49 Premieres Set 


With some summer theatres al-| cers. And Maxwell Anderson has 





ready operating and the others set | given special permission to the | 


to begin their seasons during the 
next few weeks, 


the number of | 


strawhats functioning by mid-July | 


will total about 230. Productions 
at these silos will include, in addi- 
tion to the usual summer fare, 


some 49 tryouts and a few recent. 


Broadway hits. 

Supplementing the 28 tryouts 
previously accounted for, the addi- 
tional offerings will include two 
plays with music, five book musi- 
eals, two musical revues, 11 
straight plays and one modern 
opera. The two plays with music 
are “A Story for Sunday Evening,”’ 
written by Paul Crabtree, with mu- 
sic by Walter Hendl, and ‘Rose 
of Killarney,” by Stella Unger. 
“Story” will be presented at the 
Westport (Conn.) Playhouse the 
week of July 15, and “Rose” will 
be offered at the Pitchfork Play- 


house, Sharon, Conn., the week of | 


Aug. 31. 

The first of the five new musi- 
eals, “Plain Betsy,” with book, mu- 
sic and lyrics by Marion Weaver, 
will launch the season at the Green 
Hills theatre, Reading, Pa. June 
21. The Duxbury (Mass.) Play- 
house will present “Tammy,” mu- 
sical adaptation of the novel, 
“Tammy Out of Time,” by Cid 
Ricketts Sumner, the week of Aug. 
23. Al Moritz did the music and 
lyrics. The week of Aug. 29 will 
launch “Texas Li’l Darlin’,” with 
book by John Wheedon and Sam 
Moore, lyrics by Johnny Mercer 
and music by Robert Emmet Do- 
lan, at the Westport Playhouse. 
An untitled musical by William 
Wheeling will begin a two-week 


engagement Aug. 29 at the Moun-| vith the resident company. 


Playhouse, Jennerstown, Pa. | 


tain 

No date has been set for the Mon- 

gon (Mass.) theatre’s announced 

production of “Banned ir Boston,” 

written by Frederick S. Hall, with 

Hollis and 
arjorie G. Hasting. 

Grace and Paul Hartman will hit 
the bucolic trail again this sum- 
mer in a revue, “Up to Now,” 
which will open at the Tanglewood 
theatre, Falmouth, Mass., July 4. 
Harry Herman, Jack Roach and 
Ed Rice did the sketches, and Clay 
Warnick the music and lyrics. ‘On 
Top of the Roof,” with sketches 
and lyrics by William Whitting, 


| 


music by Robert Lenn, is being of- | 


fered as barn package. 
‘Belvedere’ Preems 
Of the 11 new plays, “Belve- 
dere,” by Gwen Davenport, began 


a week’s engagement at the Deni- 


son summer theatre, Granville, O., 
yesterday (Tues.). 
will tour the circuit in Owen 
Crump’s “Southern Exposure,” be- 
ginning the route at the Sea Cliff 
(L.I.), theatre, July 18. “A Love- 
ly Time,” by Howard Buerman and 
Alfred Golden, will be presented 
at the Riverside (L.I.) 
The Hillbarn theatre, San Mateo, 
Cal., has set “Sight Unseen” by 
Rosemary Roster and Warner Law, 
for the week of July 8. Nancy God- 


frey's arena version of “Little 
Women” will be put on at the, 
Pitchfork Playhouse, beginning 
Aug. 23. “Hidden House,” by 
Dr. Robert Bachman, will be. 
the presentation at the Lake 
Summit playhouse, Tuxedo, N. | 
C., starting Aug. 23. The Mon- | 


son (Mass.) theatre has scheduled 
Frederick S. Hall’s “All Aboard” 
for production during the season. 
The Nutmeg playhouse, Sharon. 
Conn., will put on “Lock, Stock and 
Barrel” the week of Aug. 2. 
“Stones on Carne Lecea” will be 
the presentation at the Tufts the- 
atre, Medford, Conn., beginning 
July 12. “Thanks For Your Wife” 
is the current bill at the Worcester 


(Mass.) Drama Festival. The Foot- 


hill Playhouse, Bound Brook, N. 
J., has scheduled “Among Those 
Present” for the week of June 30. 
A modern opera will be put on 
at St. Michaels College Playhouse, 
Winooski Park, Vt., beginning July 
12. Emmett Lavery did the libret- 
to and Ernst Krenek the music. 
The recent Broadway success, 
“Light Up the Sky” will be put 
on at a few barns, and “The Heir- 
ess,” which recently concluded a 
road tour, is set for production 
at a number of spots. “The Me- 
dium and the Telephone” will also 
be offered to barngoers this sea- 
son. “Command Decision,” avail- 
able for stock production, hasn't 
as yet been announced as an of- 
fering by any of the rustic produ- 


theatre. | 


Hillbarn theatre, San Mateo, Cal., | 
to present “Anne of the Thousand | 
Days” for three performances, voli 
ginning Aug. 5 and another three, 
beginning Aug. 12. 





Elitch’s 58th Season 
Denver, June 14. 

Elitch summer theatre opens its | 
58th season June 26, for 10 weeks, | 
and for the first time in years one | 
of the offerings will be a premiere. | 
The final week will see a tryout} 
of “The Fundamental George,” by | 
Max Wylie and John C. Gibbs, to} 
be directed by Elliott Nugent. 

With “Skin of Our_ Teeth” 
booked as the opener, leading lady | 
for the first half of the season will | 
be Ruth Matteson, here last year, 
and Ruth Ford for the final half. | 
Whitfield Conner will be leading | 
man for the season. Norris Hough- 
ton is returning as director. 








‘Robert’s Wife’ Preem 
Stockbridge, Mass., June 14. | 

The Berkshire Playhouse, which | 
will open its 18th season June 20 
with Buster Keaton in “Three Men 
On a Horse,” is to give the first 
American production of Ervine’s 
“Robert’s Wife,” starring Mady 
Christians. 

Director William Miles has an-| 
nounced eight of the other nine) 
plays. They are: “The Importance 
of Being Earnest,” with Florence | 
Reed: “The Late Christopher 
Bean,” with Mary Wickes; “Let Us 
Be Gay.” with Kay Francis; “The 
Heiress,” with Francesca Bruning; 
“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
phone,” with Marie Powers and | 
the Broadway company”; “Jennie | 
Kissed Me,” with Leo G. Carroll; | 
“The Corn Is Green,” with Eva La 
Gallienne; “The Winslow Boy, 


| 





Glenda in ‘Weakness’ 
Chatham, N. Y., June 14. 

Glenda Farrell will guest-star in 
“The Fatal Weakness,” which, 
opens the first season of summer 
stock under the management of an 
Davton La Pointe and the direction 
of Dean Goodman at the Crandell | 
theatre in Chatham. La Pointe} 
and Goodman denied a radéo re-| 
port that Miss Farrell had suffered 
a heart attack. Joan Manning, | 
character comedienne, will support | 
her. 

Morgan Lawrence, who played 
in “The Heiress” on the road, will | 
be local strawhat’s leading man. | 





Names for Saratoga 


| dercover 


Father-Son Combo 


Chicago, June 14. 

Father and son are playing 
the same role simultaneously, 
that of the ship’s doctor in 
“Mr. Roberts.” 

Robert Keith, Sr., has the 
part in the New York cast, and 
his son Robert, Jr., took over 
the same spot when Robert 
Burton bowed out of the show 
for several days following the 
death of his wife June 12. 








‘Anti-Red Group 
In Equity Likened 
To AFRA Outfit 


Faction that conducted the or- 
ganzied write-in campaign in the 


recent Actors Equity annual elec- | 


tion is understood to include the 


same element active as the Art- | 


ists Committee a couple of years 
ago in the American Federation of 
Radio Artists. 

In both cases the groups have 
been regarded as politically con- 


servative and the campaign stress- | 
led “anti-Communism.” 
recent write-in wrive in the Equity | 


Also, 


election used much the same un- 
tactics as the Artists 
Committee did in AFRA. 


Although the write-in campaign | 
in the recent Equity election fail- | 
ed, it came much nearer success | 


than any previous attempt of the 
kind. Significantly, it was much 
more carefully organized than any 
previous such drive in the union’s 
history. But, ironically, even the 
careful planning didn’t work out 
quite as hoped, as a fraction of the 
write-in vote was split in differ- 
ent categories and_ thus 
register. 

Thus, while Vicki Cummings re- 


ceived 380 votes for council mem- | 


ber on a one-year term, 56 other 
ballots were for the two-year coun- 
cil term. Similar result occurred 
in the case of Neil Hamilton, Em- 
ory Richardson and Edward Cul- 
len. However, William Gaxton’s 
write-in vote for the presidency 
was undivided, but nevertheless 
ran far behind that for Clarence 
Derwent, the regular nominee. 
Vote was very close in favor of 
the motion expressing the meet- 
ing’s “extreme displeasure” over 
council’s earlier action in publiciz- 
ing “matters of moment and con- 
cern” to Equity before taking them 
up with the membership. How- 


the | 


didn’t | 


| ross, next winter, after Miss Craw- 


WG ‘On Borrowed Time.” 
Billie Burke ‘with Kibbee at this and other sum- | self. 


Saratoga Springs, N.Y., June 14. | ever, it was notable that the cen- 
John Huntington will open his) sure was directed at the publiciz- 


third season at the Spa summer ing of the council’s condemnati 
theatre in Saratoga Springs July 4, | of the undercover eHinin She, 


with Guy Kibbee as gf etd rather than the condemnation it- 
| Apparently the write-in 
mer stands is nine-year-old Michael 8toup didn’t want to risk a show- 
Collins, of Albany, who played the | down on the straight issue of the 
juvenile role in Malcolm Atter. | organized write-in tactics. 
bury’s production of the fantasy 
at the Playhouse in the Capital device may be attempted in future 
City last winter. Equity elections, but with more 
Other “names” slated to appear | careful planning, so divided votes 


at the Spa theatre this year are: for the same candidates won't oc- | 


Kay Francis in “Let Us Be Gay,” 


It’s expected that the write-in | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 





Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Several actors familiar to U. S. audiences were elected to the council 
of British Equity in the recent annual election in London. Included 
were Sir Laurence Olivier, Leslie Banks, Dame Sybil Thorndike, Dame 
Edith Evans, Frank Lawton, Raymond Huntley, Clifford Mollison and 
Margaret Rawlings. Others elected were Jack Allen, Richard Atten- 
borough, Felix Aylmer, Bruce Belfrage, Honor Blair, Laidman Brown, 
Hugh Burden, John Clements, Patricia Coe, Rosemary Day, Derrick de 
Marney, Michael Denison, Edmund Donlevy, Charles Farrell, Walter 
FitzGerald, Marius Goring, Jimmy Hanley, Jack Hobbs, Rosamund 
John, Andrew B. Martin, Henry Oscar, Nigel Patrick, Margaretta Scott, 
Athene Seymer, Ivor J. Smith, Jack Spurgeon, Reginald Tate, Ralph 
Truman, Lois Tucker, John Varley, Harold Warrender and Gladys 
Young. 
| Those defeated included Emlyn Williams, Peggy Ashcroft and Fred- 
| erick Leister. Less than 1,400 ballots were cast in the election out of a 
total eligible vote of over 9,100. 








Among the backers of the touring “Respectful Prostitute” and “Hope 
Is the Thing,” which recently folded in Chicago, are John F. Waters, 
an employee of the Shuberts, $7,500; producer Lassor H. Grosberg, 
$4,800; actor-director Ezra Stone, $1,200; producer-director Norris 
Houghton, $600; actor Jackie Kelk, $600; agent George Freedley, $600; 
strawhat operators Arnold B. and Mrs. Gurtler, $600 each; pressagent 
Reginald Denenholz, $600; costume execs Abram Blumberg and James 
Stroock, $300 each; Actors Equity staff member Willard Swire, $300. 

Grosberg was general partner and presented, in association with 
| New Stages. 





Backers of the James Russo-Michael Ellis revival of “The Play’s the 
Thing,” produced during the 1947-48 season, will receive an additional 
}return of $1,000 from the show. Coin is a rebate from advertising 
| bought during the comedy’s New York run. Payment will reduce the 


loss on the $40,000 production to $24,800. 











Legit Bits 











Guy Madison in “The Voice of the 
Turtle.” Arthur Treacher in 
“Blithe Spirit’ and Paul Lukas in 
“The Heiress.” 

Resident company will include: 
Kurt Richards, Roderick Winchell, 
Clyde Wadell and Ruth 


Don Shirley, of Yale Drama 


School, will be designer. 





World Dance Preem 
Lee, Mass., June 14. 

The world premiere of “The 
Drama of Jacobs,”’ with choreogra- 
phy by Ted Shawn and music by 
Darius Milhaud, will be held at 
Jacob's Pillow Dance _ Festival, 
Aug. 19. 
following day. Appearing will be 
Norman Vance. Ruth Ann Koesun 
and John Kriza, principals of the 
Ballet Theatre company, and Iva 
Kitchell, mime and satirist. 
following week a new group of 
works by Myra Kinch, soloist and 
member of the University of the 


Dance faculty, and company, will 


be given. 

The Festival opens July 8, with 
Janet Collins featured in modern 
dances, Federico Rey and Pilar 
Gomez in Spanish numbers. and 


| Nora Kaye and Igor Youskevitch. 


of the Ballet Theatre. 


with a recital Sept. 3. 
be 
9 


“ws 


Shawn will 
rica in performances July 





Patrice Munsel, Metropolitan 
Opera coloratura’ soprano, 
make her first appearance in oper- 
etta Monday (20), in the title role 
of “Naughty Marietta” with the 
Pittsburgh Light Opera 
Pittsburgh Stadium. 


Shields. | 


It will be repeated the. 


The | 


] { Ruth St. | 
Denis will ring down the curtain | 


will | 


Co. at | London 


|cur again. There’s a sizable right- 
wing minority in Equity, but not 
large enough to put over extreme 
policies, as shown by the breakup 
of an organized right-wing faction 


two years ago, as well as the offi- | 
cial reprimand given Frank Pay | 


several years ago for his political 
attacks on other members. 
However, the recent write-in at- 
tempt may speed action toward re- 
| vising Equity’s voting setup. Such 
_a move has been contemplated for 
| some time, and a committee headed 
by Matt Briggs is supposed to study 
_the problem and bring in a recom- 
mendation to the council. 





Korda’s Moppet, Henrey, 
May Do B’way Legiter 


Bobby Henrey, 10-year-old star 
of Sir Alexander Korda’s British- 


made film, “The Fallen Idol,” may | 


appear in a Broadway legit produc- 

| tion this fall. Negotiations are on 
with Korda, who has the moppet 
under contract, for his appearance 
in the dramatization of Henry 
James’ “The Turn of the Screw.” 
which Aldrich & Myers will pro- 
duce. 

Kid is hal¥English and _half- 
French. “Idol” is his first and 
only picture and he scored person- 
ally in it in England. It is to be 
distributed in the U. S. in the fall 
by Selznick. 

If the the negotiations for the 
youngster’s services are success- 
ful, he'll be in New York from 
in mid-July to start re- 


hearsals. 


> 


tion of “Champagne for Delilah,” Ronald Miller play which Henry 
Sherek presented last week in London and plans to do next season on 
| Broadway. 
& = 
ATPAM Acts Vs. 
rector of the Detroit Civic Light | 
Opera, lined up “Porgy and Bess," | 
“Show Boat” and “Up in Cen-| 
mes | Legit pressagents have made an- 
will a Lot 4 Paper Th Meg a other move in their perennial war- 
to set the rest of the schedule... | fare against “personal” p.a.’s, 
with Bea Lawrence, will present Of governors of the Assn. of The- 
“The Golden Apple,” musical by | atrical Press Agents & Managers, 
John La Touche and Jerome Mo- is to forbid its members to work 
ford’s production of Mare Blitz-| legit production. The ruling sup- 
stein’s musical “Little Foxes’’...|plements a previous prohibition 
| Fay Kanin, author of “Goodbye, | against non-union agents handling 
her husband, co-producer Michael | ' P 
|Kanin, who's directing Ruth Hus-| Idea of the new edict is to 
sey, substitute for Madeleine Car- Clarify the distinction between the 
; | regular p.a. on a show and an in- 
Eddie Plohn, manager of the Na- : _ 
tional theatre, Washington, recup-| Personal publicity for the pro- 
‘erating in New York after a hos-| ducer or individual talent in the 
cast. It’s figured that the ATPAM 
| Plohn’s predecessor at the Nation- | 
jal, is still on the sick list...Ned to bolster his refusal to work with 
|J. Warren and William B. Steuer,| the indie p.a. Thus, if an un- 
collection of $39,000 a year ago regular p.a. is not merely cleared 
for a musical they never produced, | of complicity, but can point to the 
were sentenced last week to pris-| fact that he’s not even allowed to 
each... Lawrence Weiner, theatre | agent 
advertising exec, back on_ the; : 
clinic hospital, N. Y., with a kid- | rule will tend to make drama edi- 
ney ailment. | tors shun personal pressagent 
Herm-n Bernstein, general man-| 2andouts in favor of “authorized” 
Leland Hayward, planning a Euro- All of which is intended to bolster 
pean vacation early in the fall. .-. | the ATPAM member in relation 
“Out of the Picture,” new play to  free-booting personal reps. 
| by the Interplayers, with Irving 
| Stiber directing. . ‘‘Texas Is Tops,” 
|new musical, will be presented 
N,. ¥i 
Lyricist Howard Dietz, M-G-M 
publicity ad head, sails Friday 
| While Michel Mok takes a two- 
/ week vacation as pressagent for 
“South Pacific” and “At War With 
Hoerle, is in charge of the office 
‘and Frank Goodman is. assist- 
ing 
last week from London and Paris 
with her husband, Stephen Alex- 
ander, tele director for Universal 
Actress Susan Douglas back 
from the Continent last week 
actress-dancer Joan McCracken 
Amsterdam for a Paris vacation, 
and British actress Valerie White, 
who played a _ principal 


Howard 8. Cullman is an investor, but not associated in the produc- 
Barrie O’Daniels, managing di-| P al P A 9 
ersonail f.A.$ 
tral Park” for his fall season. He | 
Cheryl Crawford, in association Latest action, taken by the board 
'with ‘any non-member p.a. on a 
My Fancy,” east last week with publicity for legit shows. 
roll for the summer. 
dependent press rep hired to do 
/pital siege...Steve Cochran,) 
member now has an official “out” 
convicted of grand larceny in the authorized story backfires, the 
on terms of from 15 to 30 months cooperate with the unofficial 
treadmill after a week in Poly-| Also, the union hopes that the 
ager for Lindsay & Crouse and’ releases from a show’s official p.a. 
by Louis MacNeice, in rehearsal) Union rules already limit the ac- 
‘June 22-25 at Master institute, 
(17) for two months in Europe. 
‘the Army,” his associate, Helen 
| tre Guild casting director, returned 
pictures. 
sailed Friday (10) on the Nieuw 
“Winslow Boy” in New York and 


on tour, sailed Friday for London | 


on the Parthia. 

The Leland Haywards (Nancy 
Hawks) honeymooning in Europe 

. Freelance artist John Mackey 
is doing caricature-portraits of 
Broadway for Sardi’s restaurant, 
N. Y. He succeeds the late Alex 
Garde, whose pictures were a 
tradition in the establishment .. . 
London producer Emile Littier 
due in town about July 1 to attend 
the “Miss Liberty” premiere. 

Murray D. Morrison, secretary of 
the Theatre Library Assn., flew to 
Europe Friday (10) for a four- 
;month stay to cover the dramatic 
| festivals and national theatres... 


Sherlee Weingarten, Thea-| 


part in| 


tivities of ATPAM members doing 
| personal publicity for talent in a 
|Show in which another member is 





| the regular p.a. 

iOS Re ee nee 
| “Paper Moon,” new comedy by 
| Peggy Phillips, Theatre Guild 


assoc. p.a., to open Old Town thea- 
|tre season at Smithtown, L. [., 





June 28. Paula Lawrence is 
| starred. 

| London 

| Michael Powell, film director 


| with producer Emeric Pressburger, 
/has partnered with legit manager 
| Bernard Delfont to produce plays 
'in the West End. He'll double 


from pictures . . . Jack de Leon, 


-|founder and manager of the “Q” 


'theatre in London, takes a year’s 
leave starting in mid-July, with 
Anthony Parker and Molly May 
'handling the theatre during his 
absence. De Leon goes to Italy 
|to work on a play for West End 
production in the fall. 


_ AL MORITZ HEADS THEATRE 


Duxbury, Mass., June 14. 

| A corporation headed by Al 
| Moritz, with 350 local townspeople 
|as stockholders has financed the 
' building of a new summer theatre 
| here. The local inhabitants bought 
| stocks valued at $28,000. Corpora- 
| tion has also placed a $10,000 mort- 
| Sage on the theatre. 

| A benefit performance of “Torch 
Bearers,” for the Children’s Hos- 
|pital Fund, on June 30, will pre- 
‘cede the theatre’s scheduled July 
|5 opening. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 


boxoffice estimates, for last week 


(the second week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current.............+. oe 18 27 

Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 37 55 

Total gross for all current shows last week. $452,500 $558,000 

Total season’s gross SO far for all shows.... $916,800 $1,114,000 

Number of new productions so far......... 0 1 
* ROAD 

Number of current touring shows reported. 13 14 

Total weeks played so far by all shows 28 32 


Total road gross reported last week 


Season’s total road gross so far 


$498 233 
$815,633 


$369,500 
$760,200 














Chis ) Legit Shows Get OK. Biz: 
USA. 27G in 9 Times, Roberts’ 20/46 


Chicago, June 14. + 


With only two presentations “Mr. 
Roberts” and “Inside U.S. A...” Chi 
faces a lean summer, with no at- 
tractions likely to come In. Heavy 
convention trade has jumped “Mr. 
Roberts” several thousand. 

“Inside U. S. A.” took a heavy 
blow last week, with Bea Lillie out 
of action three nights. Comedienne 
has no understudy and show was 
off from Sunday night until 
Wednesday evening when she suf- 
fered shock after a fire was dis- 
covered in her apartment. “Inside 
did well the rest of the week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Inside U. S. A.,” Shubert (4th 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Fine $27,000 
for five performances played last 


week. | 
“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (39th 
\.eek) (1,334; $4.33). Zoomed 


sharply to tasty $20,500. 


‘STREETCAR’ HEFTY IN 
KAYCEE AT $20,300 


Kansas City, June 14. 


Final legit of the season here 
was “Streetcar Named Desire” in 
the Music Hall, June 8-11 for six 
performances. Steady trade for en- 
tire run with $3.50 top, grossed 
hefty $20,300. 

“Streetcar” likely is the last legit 
in the Music Hall, city-owned audi- 
torium. Road companies are slated | 
to shift to the Orpheum, with | 
Jimmy Nixon, United Booking Of- | 
fice franchise holder, moving over | 
as manager when house goes under 
Fox Midwest control. Circuit takes 
over the Orpheum next week and 
begins renovating it for the fall’ 
legit opening. 


$8,200 in Des Moines 
Des Moines, June 14. 
“Streetcar Named Desire” 
rossed $8,200 in two performances 
ast Monday-Tuesday (6-7) nights 
at the KRNT theatre here. It was 
virtual capacity for the stand. 











‘Finian’ Disappointing 
$24,900 in Toronto 


Toronto, June 14. 
With heat wave badly denting 
business, “Finian’s Rainbow” dis- 
appointed at nearly $24,900 at the 
Royal Alexandra (1,525), scaled at 
$4.80 top. 
Advance sale for current (sec- 
ond) week was close t6 $14,000. 


Shoes’ 22G, Montreal 


Montreal, June 14. 
After a slow start, “High Button 
Shoes,” starring Eddie Foy, Jr... 
ended the week at His Majesty's | 
with $22,000. This 1,579-seater was 
Scaled to a $3.98 top with two mat-. 





inees. Next legit offering will be | 
Finian’s Rainbow,” slated for | 
June 20. | 


“Shoes” tour ended here, but | 
resumes next fall on the Coast. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 13-25) 
“Blackouts of 1949”—E] Capitan, | 
L. A. (13-25). 





“ Brigadoon” — Philharmonic, 
L. A. (13-25). 
“Finian’s Rainbow” — Royal 


Alexandra, Tor. (13-18); Majesty's, 
Mont’i (20-25). 

“Harvey”—Biltmore, L. A. (13- 
18); Aud., San Diego (20-21); Aud., 
Pasadena (22); Aud., Long Beach 
(23); Aud., Sacramento (25). 

“Inside U. S. A.”—Shubert, Chi. 
(13-25). 

“Miss Liberty”—F , Phill 
(13-255 y Forrest y | 

“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi 
(13-25). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” — 
B'way, Denver (13-14); Lobero, S. 
Barbara (17-28); Biltmore, L. 
(20-25). 


' house 
‘started, will stage a new all-Negro 


i play the piano. , 
| Miller’s partner in vaude, will have 





‘NORWAY’ $41,000 IN 
PITT OUTDOOR START 


Pittsburgh, June 14. 

Outdoor operetta season got off 
to a good start last week at Pitt 
Stadium when “Song of Norway,” 
the first of nine productions, did 
around $41,000. Favorable weather 
permitted every performance to go 
on per schedule but heavy down- 
pour Friday night (10), just a 
couple of hours before curtain 
time, cut the window sale down to 
practically nothing and cost ‘“Nor- 
way” at least a couple of thousand 
dollars. 

Big advance sale™presages suc- 
cessful summer and if venture gets 
any kind of a break from the 
weatherman it stands a pretty good 
chance of bettering an even break 


for the first time in four years. 
*“‘Norway” featured Lawrence 
Brooks, Doreen Wilson, Donald 


Clarke, Nancy Kenyon, Joseph Mc- 
Cauley, Muriel O’Malley, Truman 
Gaige, James Starbuck and Marina 
Svetlova. This week’s attraction, 
“Chocolate Soldier.” has Helena 
Bliss. George Britton and Ralph 
Dumke in the leads. 


9 N.Y. Hotels Involved 
In Illegal Sale of Tix 


Of the 23 N. Y. hotels whose 
records were scrutinized by Com- |! 





missioner John M. Murtagh yes- 
terday (Tues.), nine allegedly 
,are involved’ in_ the _ illegal 


‘sale of theatre tickets. Tickets are 


sold at these hotels through news- | 
stand concessionaires, who get the > 
pasteboards from licensed brokers 
and receive 25c. of the legal 75c. 
fee. 


In line with the current ticket 


situation, Arthur Schwartz, who is 
'acting as chairman of the Cam- 


mittee of Iheatrical Producers in 
the absence of Leland Hayward, 
has announced that the committee 
has recommended to the League 
of New York Theatres that greater 
effort be made in the supervision 
of the distribution of house seats. 
Among the suggestions made was 
that all house seats have the name 
of the persons to whom they are 


allotted stamped on the back. 


CTP is also interested in cor-. 


recting the present situation and | 
any ideas they come up with will | 
' be discussed 


with Commissioner 
Murtagh. 





Negro Revue to Bow 


June 29 in H’wood 


Hollywood, June 14. 


Palmas theavre, 388-seat 
in which “Lend An Ear” 


Las 


musical revue, “Sugar Hill,” on 
June 29. Book is by Flournoy E. 
Miller, music by James P. Johnson. 


Johnson will conduct a_ four- 


' piece ensemble of piano, bass fid- 


dle, drums and guitar. He’ll also 
Johnny Lee, once 


the comedy lead in the show. Cast | 


‘will have eight principals; a chorus 


of eight: four rug-cutter dancers 
and The Ebonaires, vocal quartet. | 
Charles O’Curran, film choreogra- 
pher, directs. Rehearsals are now 


; under way. 


Paul P. Schreibman and Alvin B. 
Baranov will produce. They op- 
erate the Las Palmas and the Coro- 
net. another small theatre here. 
Production will cost $15,000 in pre- 
opening outlay, and the weekly nut 


A. 
j will run $4,500. 


‘BRIGADOON’ 5136, L.A; 
‘HARVEY’ FINE $17,000 


Los Angeles, June 14. | 


Two new offerings made general | 
conditions a bit better last week, | 


‘with “Brigadoon” leading the field | 


| first 


Frank Fay’s | 


aS a money-getter. : 
Angeles in| 


time in Los 


|‘*Harvey,” but the third time for! 


| Forest 
(9) with 8,000 payees on deck. | wil] make guest-star appearances | 


i 


the play at the Biltmore (twice be- | 
fore, total of 10 weeks with Joe E. 
Brown) indicated that there's still 
tremendous vitality left in the 
show. Incoming tourists helped to 
lift the take a little for Ken 
Murray's “Blackouts.” 

Due to the need for 10 days’ 
more _ rehearsals, the Coronet, 
didn’t open until Friday (10) with 
“Anna Lucasta.” All-white cast is 
headed by Lois Andrews and 
Sydney Chaplin. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(364th wk) (1.142; $2.40). Rising 
to a fair $17,000 

“Brigadoon,” Philharmonic Aud 
Ist wk) (2,670; $4.80). Opened 
much stronger than L. A. Civie 
Light Opera’s last entry, “Great 
Waltz”; looks solid for rest of run. 
Big $51,500 

“Harvey,” Biltmore (lst wk) 
1,636; $3.60) — Very healthy busi- 
ness for third date of the play in 
Los Angeles: $17,000 


1306 SRO Advance 
For Philly ‘Liberty 


Philadelphia, June 14 

New Berlin-Sherwood-Hart musi- 
cal, “Miss Liberty,”’ which had its 
preem last night (13) at the For- 
rest, where it is skedded for three 
weeks prior to its Broadway bow 
July 7, is already sold out for the 
local engagement, with over $130.- 
000 in the till. Over $100,000 of 
that was taken in through mail or- 
ders. With a $5.20 top ($4 plus 
three taxes), the much heralded 
musical is set to do $43,500 during 
each of its three weeks. 

Because of terrific advance sale, 
management has cut down adver- 
tising to a minimum and has re- 
sorted to a ‘stagger’ system be- 
tween the three first-line local 
dailies (Bulletin, Inquirer’ and 
News) for whatever ads are used. 
Only really big ad copy was used 
way back in early May, when show | 
booking was first announced, and | 
once afterwards, when mail-order | 
sale was skedded. 


LUNTS FINE $27,400 
IN WK. AT MILW’KEE 


Milwaukee, June 14. | 

Gross of $6,700 was drawn last | 
Monday-Tuesday nights (6-7) by, 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
in “I Know My Love” at the Dav- 
idson here. Following a take of 
$20,700 for six performances end- 
ing the previous Saturday night 
(4), it’ brought the total to a fine | 








| $27,400 for the eight-performance | 


engagement. 

The Lunts left immediately after 
the closing for their home in Gene- 
see Depot, Wis., where they'll re- 
main until they resume touring in 
the Theatre Guild production pre- | 
liminary to the Broadway premiere. 


‘New Moon’ Clicks 
In St. L. Opener | 


St. Louis, June 14. | 


“New Moon” teed off an 11-night 
run of the Municipal Theatre | 
Assn’s 3lst al fresco season in the | 
Park playhouse Thursday | 





Gross was an estimated $3,000; 
with guarantors being cuffo guests. 

Those in top roles who scored 
are Edward Roeker, baritone; Rob- 


ert Shafer, tenor, and Dorothy 
Sarnoff, soprano; 
comedienne, and Buster West, a 


newcomer whose eccentric dancing 
was a solid click. Cabot and Dres- | 
den, ballroomologists, also won the 


Bway Legit Marks 


Upturn; Assist 


From Tourists, Weather: ‘Girls’ 406, 
Detective $22,700, ‘Ice’ 336, Ear’ 306 





BERGNER-‘AMPHITRYON’ 
TEES OFF D. C. PROJECT 


Washington, June 14 
Elisabeth Bergner in ‘“Amphi- 
trvon 38” wil® preem an eight- 
week season June 26 for the Wash- 
ington Theatre Festival, latest ven 


ture to loom on the local legit 
horizon. Site of the venture will 
be Meridian Hill Park, govern- 


ment-owned outdoor theatre 
cated about 10 minutes bus 
from midtown. 


lo- 
ride 


Latest local legit effort is the 
brainchild of Vincent Donohue and 
Horton Foote, heads of Production, 
Inc., the sponsoring outfit, and 
local film publicist David Polland, 
with all three acting as co-direc- 
tors of the project A kitty of 
$18,000 was raised by personal ap- 
peal to 60 individuals in order to 
launch the theatre, which, like 
Productions, Inc., its parent or- 
ganization, will operate on a non- 
profit basis. 

Greatest asset of the 900-seat 
non-segregated outdoor theatre is 
fact that it is rent-free, operating 
under special permission of the 
National Capital Parks of the In- 
terior Department, which has juris- 
diction over the property. Great- 
est stumbling block is, of course, 
the vagaries of the weather. 
Directors will operate on a seven- 
day basis, under a special nod from 
Equity. 

Site was originally 
chamber music concerts. 

Although such’ followups as 
Ethel Waters in ‘““Mamba’s Daugh- 
ters,” Fay Bainter, Bette Fields 
and Maurice Evans are talked of, 
no successor to “Amphitryon” has 
been inked. Top will be $3.60; 
$4.80 opening night. 


Equity Wants to OK All 


Overseas Engagements 


A resolution, that members of 
Actors Equity be instructed not to 
enter into any agreement involving | 
overseas employment without con- 
sulting Equity in advance, was | 
adopted at the Council's meeting 
yesterday (Tues.). 

The council also appointed a 
committee, consisting of Cornelia | 
Otis Skinner, Ralph Bellamy, Bill | 
Ross, Frederick O'Neal and Edith | 
Atwater, to survey the situation, | 
which effects segregation in hous- | 
ing for touring companies. The | 
difficulty in finding adequate 
quarters for Negro performers has | 
prompted this move and Lee Sab- 
inson, a non-Equity member, has 
been invited to join the committee | 
in an advisory capacity. 

Bellamy, who was recently 
elected vice president of Equity, 
resigned from the council, but 
retains his office. His vacancy will 
be filled by Alexander Clark until 
the next annual meeting. 


used for 








Frances Starr, Buka 
Virginia U. Guestars 


Charlottesville, Va., June 14. 
Frances Starr and Donald Buka 


this summer with the Virginia 
Univ. theatre. Actress will star 
in “The Silver Cord,” July 6-9, 
and Buka will star in 
July 20-23. Other plays to be 


“Arsenic and Old Lace,” ‘Glass 

Menagerie,” “Inspector Calls’ and 

“Tphigenia in Tauris.” 
Presentations are part of the 


“Liliom,”’ | 


+ Legit attendance took a welcome 


upturn on Broadway last week. 
Marked improvement was notable 
Monday night (6) and continued 
through the week. Cooler weather 
was figured the principal factor, 
although a reported increase in the 
flow of tourists from out of town 
also helped. Only a few shows 
failed to benefit Rotary conven- 
tion may provide a boost this week. 

There were no. closings last 
weekend, but “Along Fifth Ave- 
nue” will finally fold Saturday 
night (18) and there may be other 
shutterings this week or in the 
next fortnight or so. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20° amusement tax. 
However, estimates are net; i.e., 
exclusive of tax. 

“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 
(22d wk) (R-1,472; $4.80). The re- 
duced stale hasn't helped any more 
than two-for-ones did, so the revue 
calls its quits Saturday (18), about 
$275.000 in the red; last week regis- 
tered around $17,000 

“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
Shubert (27th wk) R-1,378; 
$4.80). Trifle better at nearly $20,- 
000 

“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 


(30th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). Bobby 
Clark starrer has been skidding 


recently, but rebounded last week 
to $40,300. 

“At War With the Army,” Booth 
(15th wk) (C-712; $4.80). Manag- 
ing to stay in the black, $7,800 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (175th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Longrun com- 
edy is keeping afloat, with the 
operating hookup trimmed to the 
bone; $7,500. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(18th wk) (D-931; $4.80). Same 
every week; all the house will hold 
at $24,400. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (12th 
wk) (D-1,057: $4.80). Nudging 
capacity figures; last week $22,700. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(29th wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Has 
eased off lately, but the real sum- 
mer test will start June 20, when 
Ruth Hussey substitutes for Made- 
leine Carroll; $14,500 last week. 

“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(88th wk) (M-1,900; $3). Now on 
week-to-week basis; Joey Faye has 
succeeded Phil Silvers as lead; 
$21,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (3d wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). New 
edition of the skating spec played 
the standard nine performances 
last week; $33,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (24th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Another of the 
three solid SRO entries; $47,100 as 
usual. 

“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (26th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Bounced back 
with the field; plenty of margin at 
$30,000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belas- 
co (23d wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Also 
registered a nice rise; topped $18,- 
500. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (69th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Up again 
to near-limit gross; $34,200. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (10th 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). The top grosser 


|}and most-in-demand show on the 


list; getting the standee limit at all 
performances; $50,600. 

“Streetcar Name Desire,” Barry- 
more (80th wk) (C-920; $4.80), 
$16,500. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (15th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.80). Also did a bit 
better; almost $10,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 

(M-1,509; $6). Doing 
as well as when it 


(35th wk) 
practically 


Mary Wickes, presented during the season are opened last fall; after a missed 


performance the previous week 
last week’s regular schedule pulled 
a great $37,800. 





mob. For the first time since 1939 summer session of the college ‘Okla.!’ Smash $36,500 


the organization presented a male | 
dancing chorus. 


debuted. 


Spike Jones 256, $. F. 


San Francisco, June 14. 


Spike Jones chalked up a nifty 
$25,000 for the first week 
his “Depreciation Revue,’ which 
bowed into the Curran Monday (6) | 
to fine reviews. Show is playing to} 
$3.60 top at 1,776-seat house. | 

“Cabalgata,” Spanish revue 
which opened at the Geary (1,550; 
$3.60) Tuesday (7), rated bouquets 
from the crix and a nice $12,000 
for its first week. 





drama department, which offers 


|instruction in acting, playwriting, | 
New $30,000 sound system also directing, designing and backstage | 


technical operation. 





Passaic’s 9-Weeker 
Passaic, N. J., June 14. 
A non-Equity group, Actors Co., 

comprised chiefly of non-profes- 
sionals, will conduct a nine-week 
season here beginning June 15. 
The initial offering will be “The 
Voice of the Turtle.” 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Kiss Me Kate” (Road) — Saint 
Subber-Lemuel Ayers. 

“Miss Liberty” — Robert Sher- 
wood-Irving Berlin-Moss Hart. 





Week at Atlantic City 


Atlantic City, June 14. 
“Oklahoma” did a reported $36,- 
500 the past week, aided by the 
American Medical Assn. conven- 
tion. 

Critics for both papers praised 
show liberally. 


‘Born’ 66, Boston 


Boston, June 14. 

Hub legit season in fold last 
week as “Born Yesterday” moved 
out of the Colonial after a month 
at pop prices. Did about $6,000 at 
$1.80 top. 

Nothing in sight until late Am 
i gust. 
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Plays Out 


Miss Liberty 


Philadelphia, June 14. 

Irving Berlin. Robert E. Sherwood and 
Moss Hart production of musical in two 
acts (15 scenes). Music and lyrics by 
Berlin, book by Sherwood, staged by 
Hart. Features Eddie Albert, Allyn Mc- 
Lerie, Mary McCarty, Charles Dingle, 
Philip Bourneuf, Ethel Griffies and Her- 
bert Berghof. Choreography, Jerome Rob- 
bins; settings, Oliver Smith; costumes, 
Motley; musical director, Jay Blackton; 
orchestration, Don Walker. At Forrest, 
Philadelphia, opening June 13, °49; $5.20 
top. 


James Gordon Bennett ..Charles Dingle 
Carthwright vieaues Sid Lawson 
The Herald Reader Rowan Tudor 
Maisie Dell i ..Mary McCarty 
Horace Miller Eddie Albert 
The Reporters: Lewis Bolyard, Ed. Chap- 
pel, David Collyer, Hill Hogue, Robert 
Penn, John Sheehan 
Joseph Pulitzer Philip Bourneuf 
olice Captain Evans Thornton 
‘he Mayor Donald McClelland 
rench Ambassador Emile Renan 


he Sharks: Bill Bradley, Allen Knowles, 
Kazimir Kokic, Robert Pagent 
Bartholdi Herbert Berghof 
The Models: Stephanie Augustine, Trudy 
DeLuz, Marilyn Frechette 
lonique Dupont 
‘he Girl 


Allyn McLerie 
..Maria Karnilova 
he Boy Tommy Rall 
he Acrobats: Virginia Conwell, Joe Mi- 
lan, Eddie Phillips 
Strong Man Kazimir Kokic 
The Countess Ethel Griffies 


A Boy 02a hide : Ed Chappel 
A Girl ... Helene Whitney 
A Gendarme : Robert Penn 
he Lamplighter. . Rowan Tudor 
A Socialite Marilyn Frechette 
An Actress : Helene Whitney 
A Minister sae ‘i Ed Chappel 
An Admiral Robert Patterson 
The Boys Bob Kryl, Ernest Laird 
The Mother ‘ ..Elizabeth Watts 
The Policeman Evans Thornton 
The Brothers: Lewis Bolyard, David 

Collyer 

The Oil Man.. Robert Penn 
A Maid mee Gloria Patrice 
The Dandy Tommy Rall 
Richard K. Fox Donald McClelland 
<i i Se David Collyer 
Mr. Monotony Tommy Rall 


Maria Karnilova 
Sid Lawson 
. Evans Thornton 
William Calhoun 
Singers: Stephanie Augustine, Irene Car 
roll, Trudy DeLuz, Marilyn Frechette, 
Estelle Gardner, Marilyn O’Connor, Yo- 
landa Renav, Helene Whitney, Lewis 
Bolyard, Ed Chappel, David Collyer, 
Billy Hogue, Sid Lawson, Robert Pat- 
terson, Robert Penn, John Sheehan, 
Evans Thornton 
Dancers: Virginia 
Norma Doggett, Dolores Goodman, 
Patricia Hammerlee, Norma _ Kaiser, 
Gloria Patrice, Janice Rule, Tiny Shimp, 
Bill Bradley. Fred Hearn Allen 
Knowles, Kazimir Kokic, Erik Kristen, 
Joe Milan, Robert Pagent, Eddie Phil- 
lips, Bob Tucker. Captain: Fred Hearn 
Newsbovs: William Cathoun. Ronald Kane, 
Bob Kryl, Ernest Laird, Kevin Mathews, 
Rusty Slocum 


The Snappy Little Dancer 
A Policeman Eel 
Immigration Officer 
A Boy 


Conwell, Coy Dare, 


‘Miss Liberty,” with one of the 
most terrific buildups of any new 
musical, had its expected glitter- 
ing opening at the Forrest theatre 
here tonight (13). It has virtually 
all the entertainment ingredients 
needed for a smash 
number of obvious mechanical and 
superficial flaws are discernable, 
but most can be overcome, and 
most certainly must be. : 
weighted down with too 
book, lacks comedy, is too 
for a musical, and needs 
giam in the gals department. 


“Miss Liberty” has a more or 
less familiar musical comedy pat- 
tern despite the presence of Robert 
E. Sherwood as librettist. It is not 
a play with its score woven into the 
action. Here are set arias, special- 


much 
legity 
more 


ties, ballets, ete-—perhaps a shade. 


too conventional. 


There is no denying Sherwood’s | 


sincerity as is evidenced, for ex- 
ample, by his introduction of 
the Emma _ Lazarus poem 


of Liberty), and his setting of it to 
music, with all the principals and 
chorus joining in a rousing en- 
semble honoring our country’s 
rinciples of tolerance and liberty. 
owever, although that scene (on 


a half-darkened stage) seems the. 


ideal finale, the curtain has to go 
up on a gay and light anti-climax, 


introducing all the characters in | 
the good old Cohan way. And there | 


is more than an occasional touch 

of George M. here. It misfires. 
The Berlin score is a natural, 

with a number of almost surefire 


hits, all of them distinguished by | 


musical. A| 


(in- | 
scribed on the base of the Statue | 
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of Town 


the well-known simplicity and 


| hummable qualities of Berlin music 


and his equally simple and easy- 
to-say lyrics. 

Excellent tunes that are sure to 
click include ‘“Let’s Take an Old-| 
Fashioned Walk,” “Paris Wakes Up 
and Smiles” (a little more preten- 
tious musically than the _ rest), | 
“Mrs. Monotony,” a red-hot affair, 
and the comedy numbers, “Home- | 
work” (stolen by Berlin from one 
of his own oldies, “Lazy’’), and 
“Only for Americans.” ‘‘Honorable 
Profession of the Fourth Estate,” 
which is reprised, proved some-| 
what of a disappointment. There’s 
also a wild and woolly dance en- 
semble (‘The Policeman’s Ball’) 
that stops the show. 

The cast, without very big names, 
is generally topnotch. Earlier in the 
show, Mary McCarty, one of the 
two femme leads, seems to out- 
shine Allyn McLerie, but the lat- 
ter comes through later, especially 
in her dance of “Mrs. Monotony.” 
Miss McCarty is tops in the plain- 
tive but funny ‘“‘Homework.” The 
two gals do a duet in Act II that is 
very clever. 

Eddie Albert is both amusing and 
human as the photographer-hero. 
He sings “Little Fish’’ with Miss 
McCarty and ‘“Let’s Talk a Walk” 
with Miss McLerie with pleasant 
effect. He is personally excellent. 

If there is any show-stealing to 
be done, that credit should go to 
Ethel Griffies, as the heroine's 
grandmother. Her rendition of 
‘“‘Americans” is the solidest show- 
stopper of the evening. Philip 
Bourneuf and Charles Dingle, as 
Joseph Pulitzer and James Gordon 
Bennett, respectively, about whose 
journalistic feud the plot revolves, 
are dignified but are asked too 
often to join in song lyrics. Some 
of the newspaper stuff will register 
better on Broadway than it did 
here. 

Actually, the Parisian sequences 
of the show, dealing with the hu- 
morous “discovery” of a French 
girl figured on having acted as 
model for the Statue of Liberty, 
are livelier, more spontaneous and 
generally more interesting than 
most of the American scenes. The 
first half-hour of the musical drags 
noticeably. “Little Fish” gets the 
first audience stir, then with the 
scene-shifting to Paris, action goes 
into high with ‘Old-Fashioned 
Walk.” A few minutes later “Paris 
Wakes Up” and “Americans” keep 
ithe ball rolling. 

Visually the show is a standout. 
Oliver Smith’s settings, gorgeously | 
| lighted, are topped by the one un- | 
|der a Paris bridge, but there are} 
|four or five nifties. Motley’s cos- | 
tumes measure up in every way. 
' Moss Hart’s directorial powers 
/are constantly in evidence, and | 
there’s no doubting that he will | 
smooth out and eliminate the rough | 
spots, especially those of Act 1.) 
Jerome Robbins has staged the | 
dances and musical numbers, and) 
here again there can be no com-| 
_plaint. He did a bangup job. His | 
outstanders are “Old Fashioned 
Waltz,” ‘Paris Wakes Up” and 
| ‘*Policeman’s Ball.” 

Show ran until after 11:30 open- 
ing night, but shouldn’t be too 
hard to cut. Waters. 


_ Remember Me 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 
Pittsburgh Playhouse production of 
comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 


Dorothy Daniel. Directed by Frederick 
Burleigh. 
Pr NS chive abaqenecee Ruth Nirella 


SOGGY COnOVEr.....cc0e. Robert Kaub 
Maggie Conover......... Martha Morrison 


Margaret Bradley........ Marcelle Feiner 
POter FiINGsSVUry .. .ccesccecs John Johns 
MOE. SUNS 6 5 6:0.5.6.6.0080.0% William Ross 
PENNE: 665 0.35 o0 bP Siew eas Wallace Borger , 


As its final production of the 
season, Pittsburgh Playhouse is 
presenting an original comedy by 
| Dorothy Daniel, former newspaper- 
woman and, in private life, wife of 
Royal Daniell, managing editor of 
_Hearst’s Sun-Telegraph. For a first 
| play, it’s not too bad and packs a 
lot of laughs. “Remember Me” 
would hardly make the grade on 
Broadway, but for summerweight 
entertainment on the barnyard cir- 
cuit, it’s just the ticket. 


Miss Daniel’s plot staggers with | 


implausibilities and silly charac- 
ters, but her dialog frequently has 
sparkle and she has a good ear for 
amusing patter. Deals with a re- 
cently married couple about to be 
divided because bride’s interested 
in abstract art, husband can’t stand 
it and she’s being encouraged by 
a man-about-town whom she plans 
to marry after the divorce. Enter 
the gal’s mother, a winsome, attrac- 
tive widow, and it turns out that 
other man in daughter’s life was 
also the other man in her’s 25 years 
before. When husband, in a kitten- 
ish mood, streaks some wild daubs 
on an unfinished canvas of his 
wife’s for the benefit of a simple- 
minded revorter for an art maga- 
zine, latter enters it in the Grand 
Prix and it cops first honors. That 
shows wife how silly whole busi- 


\ness is, she goes back to her hus- 
band and mama runs off with the 
other man. 

| Story and character weaknesses, 
however, are mitigated in part by 
good lines which frequently pack 


a punch. Central character is 
really the mother, who gets the 
meat of ‘‘Remember Me,” and Mar- 
celle Feiner plays it expertly. Ruth 
Nirella, as a comic maid, has a 
meaty role and does it up brown 
while young couple’s pleasantly 
acted by Robert Kaub and Martha 
Morrison. Purts William Ross, 
John Johns and Wallace Borger 
have are so poorly written it’s not 
their fault they don’t register. 
Cohen. 





Anna Lueasta 
Hollywood, June 10. 


Circle Players production of comedy- 
drama in three acts (six scenes) by Philip 
Yordan Features Lois Andrews, Sydney 
Chaplin. Irene Seidner, John Bleifer, An- 
thony Caruso, George Englund, Shirley 
Davis, Sally Regan. Directed by Walter 
Thompson Ash. At Coronet, Hollywood, 
June 10, °49; 


$3.60 top. 
Stella Pree Lynne Sherman 
Katie. Tres Shirley Davis 
ED, . «ica vik 33 cae Wa aa Irene Seidner 
ES Pe Tree ee Robert Canto 
2. BAS Sr iret Pree Sydney Chaplin 
* . BORA Serersr ii rere ieee rire John Bleifer 
SNEED 34: a5 (8 him oo5:8 RCT elena ete a William Shaw 
BL ..¢. 5:3 HERA bee eeS aes eS John Balluff 
PD. ¢6s0sc ab bateeseeeat Sally Regan 
DE sp swicbhata bases uke’ Bert Lewis 
MD can baa Wied e we ba 48 Lois Andrews 
SES oa Sip. uk wae a ab Anthony Caruso 
Lester ey eee John Smight 
POUMNGEE Fis cas Cereiews .. George Englund 





Use of a Polish family instead 
of a colored one for Philip Yor- 
dan’s “Anna Lucasta” (as the au- 
thor originally intended it) results 
in no dramatic loss to the play. 
Although presented in that form 
by an inexperienced group of play- 
ers, it reveals sound commercial 
possibilities with an all-white cast. 

As staged by the Circle Players, 

is poorly directed, undistin- 
guished by any standout perform- 
ances, and hampered by a lack of 
professional polish. Lois Andrews, 
as Anna, is unable to carry the dif- 
ficult assignment handed her. 
She is comely enough, but her ar- 
tistic merits do not match 
physical ones. 

Sydney Chaplin, in the role of 
the grasping, conniving brother-in- 
law, does the best of the group in 
a major part. At times he is quite 
good; at others his performance 
sags. Nevertheless, he shows prom- 
ise of realizing his rich heritage. 


Most proficient work is that 
turned in by John Smight, in a 
minor role. Others who do well | 


are John Bleifer as the incestuous | 
Irene Seidner, the mother; | 
Shirley Davis, the sister; Anthony | 


father; 


Caruso, the breezy sailor lover, 
and Sally Regan, the lady of the 
evening. 

The excellent sets are by Cyril 


| Jones. 





Legit Follow-Up 











Where's Charley? 
(ST. JAMES, N. Y.) 


After 35 weeks on Broadway, the | 


Ray Bolger show (or, to be formal, 

| ‘‘Where’s Charley?’) seems more 
/enjoyable than ever. Whatever 
| little it may have lost in spontane- 
|ity during the fall-to-spring months 
is more than offset by the star’s ex- 
panded performance and_ greater 
| assurance. In the interval, Bolger 
has grown from a star into a great 
star. He now obviously belongs in 
that small circle of top talent per- 
sonalities who make material seem 
incidental, 


Otherwise, too, ‘‘Charley” holds | 


up impressively. In the only impor- 
tant cast 


lead, succeeding Allyn McLerie, 


who left to take the title part in| 


the incoming ‘Miss Liberty.” A 
neat looker with a deft comedy 


| touch, Miss Chandler gives the part | 


of Amy a different, but no less 
piquant flavor. Her innocent-with-a 


twinkle acting compensates for any | 


limitations as a dance stylist. 

The others have retained their 
performance edge remarkably, 
Byron Palmer being particularly 
free from mechanical playing of 
the innocuous juve role and the 
other roles being still nicely 
handled by Doretta Morrow, Hor- 
ace Cooper, Jane Lawrence and 
Paul England. Since the opening, 
of course, ‘““My Darling, My Darl- 
ing” has soared and waned as a 
pop, while “Once in Love with 
Amy” has become not merely a 
universally - whistled tune but, as 
Bolger exploits it, one of the mem- 


orable solo routines of the con-| 


tempoary musical comedy stage. 
Repetition doesn’t improve the 
“Charley” book, however. On sec- 
ond visit it seems even skimpier 
than originally, with only the mu- 
sical numbers and Bolger’s magic 
performance to bolster the sagging 
interludes of exposition. The blar- 
ing orchestra. is less than helpful, 
but the show’s costumes and scen- 
ery have been kept admirably 
fresh. Hobe. 


her | 


change, Joan Chandler | 
has taken over the featured femme | 


Plays Abroad 


‘Champagne for Delilah 


London, June 10. 


| Henry Sherek presentation of comedy , 


in three acts by Ronald Miller. Directed 


| by Murray Macdonald. At New, London, | 
| | 


| June 9, 49. 


means of stressing how easily pro. 
Americanism can descend to un- 
gust persecution when _patriotie¢ 
fervor gets out of hand. 
Communist Witch - hunting finds 


| outlet in an eastern’ state univer- 


| su} :posedly left leanings. 


| David Normandy..........- Nigel Patrick 
LOG, MOPMAENGT «4 o.s.000006% Googie Withers 
Collie Pucks a pieee Vee e686 » John Allen 
BERT, TOGTIGSD.. 5. cc ckcwssvs Ralph Michael 
rarer Molly Lumley 
Olivia Raines..........- Irene Worth | 
pS AAP ee eee Christopher Kane 


This is a gay domestic imbroglio | 


| that will have fuller scope as a 


| screen subject and is already sked- | 


ded for Broadway production. 

| Howard S. Cullman has a half 
| interest in the London production, 
making the first time he has in- 
vested in a show before its New 
York presentation. Its chances 
here are just so-so. It*is excellent- 
ly directed and characters are skill- 
fully portrayed, with film. star 
Goodgie Withers and American 
' actress Irene Worth outstanding in 
an improbable story. 

Wife returns from a month’s va- 
cation in Italy to find her husband 
of 10 years’ standing has fallen 
for an American film star and 
wants a divorce. She conceals her 
delight and relief as she is in love 
with her doctor and cannot risk his 
medical status by being a divorcee. 
Her plans nearly miscarry through 

| the mistaken conscientiousness of 
the other woman who is reluctant 


to break up her home. Latter’s 
ex-boy friend turns up, an over- 
powering American flyer, jubilant 


that his wife has freed him, so he 


is now eligible to win over her 
scruples. Thus the original couple 
are still tied together—and find 


they like it that way. 

It is all handled with boisterous 
insincerity that makes for amus- 
ing entertainment and is slickly 
put over in the Noel Coward tradi- 
| tion, but it lacks his scintillation 
| and has no top-grade theatre name 
|} to overcome intrinsic shortcom- 
| ings. 
|. Miss Worth gives a grand per- 
| formance as the dumb bad woman 
of the screen whose real life is 
| pure as snow. Miss Withers gets 


| torn 


‘in “Pick-Up Girl,” 


all the dramatic points out of her | 


various situations and Nigel Pat- 
| rick has fire and temperament as 
|the errant husband. Christopher 
| Kane’s hearty 


tribution. Clem, 


My Mother Said 
London, June 6. 


Directed 
London, 


| in three acts by A. P. Dearsley. 
| by Ronald Shiner. At Fortune, 
June 3, ’49. 





MPGIO. WOtKOR, 6 iiccccsess William Hodge 
DNL 35 s.da0 6 becker ee Vanda Godsell 
Hugh Filetcher............. Peter Walter 
i ae Victoria Hopper 
¢ °% — Sarre so Olive Walter 
| Georgina Whittaker........ Olive Lucius 
Jim | ae Nigel Neilson 
Sir William Bligh........ Percy Marmont 


This is a pleasing but unorig- 
inal comedy of a poor little rich 
girl trying to make good in an ar- 
tistic world, spurred on to accept 
the challenge by a cynical fellow 
writer. Story is deftly handled, but 
plot has been seen too frequently 
on the screen to hold any sustained 
interest. 

It’s set in a Chelsea studio with 
its usual bad painters, tired models 
‘and aspiring geniuses, all irritated 
by the intrusion of the wealthy 
amateur intent on making a name 
as a writer. 
accept no help and live only on her 
talent for six months. A friend 
| cooks up a phoney deal to aid her, 
and there’s the usual romantic 
angle. 

_ Victoria Hopper, more at home 
in singing roles, makes an attrac- 
tive young aristocrat, with Peter 
Walter conveying character and 
realism as her sparring partner. 
| William Hodge is a likeable breezy 
young artist swept inadvertently 
into matrimony by his model, 
played with airy coyness by Vanda 
Godsell. Percy Marmont, onetime 
| picture star, makes a kindly, under- 
standing father and _ supporting 
|parts are all nimbly portrayed. 
| Piece is briskly directed by Ronald 
Shiner. Clem. 

The Rising Wind 
London, June 2. 


_Manchester Library Theatre presenta- 
| tion of drama in three acts by Lee Gil- 


| 


| 
} 


| bert. Directed by Peter Cotes. At Em- 
| bassy, London, May 31, ’49. 

| CORT... 20; see teens % Natalie Lynn 
Arlene Shellevy........ Josephine Fraser 
| Professor Shelley........ Wensley Pithey | 
Franceg Shelley............. Joan Miller | 
Mark Conrad.......... . Brian Haines | 


John Candella............ 


Bill Connelly........ ......Jon Penington 


| Opening a short season in Lon- 
don of provincial repertory com- 


panies, Manchester Library thea- | 


tre presents this controversial 
American play. It 


on the heels of the Arts Theatre 


sity where ex-GI students come 
into conflict with their fellows of 
! The ef- 
fect on a science professor and his 
protege is enhanced by presence of 
his globe-trotting famous daughter, 
a n6ted liberal columnist, who has 
come home to be honored by her 
college. Clash of loyalties supply 
premise of play, with the father 
between propitiating his 
daughter and supporting his col- 
league in whose sincerity he be- 
lieves. 

With cast unknown to London, 
except Joan Miller, who made a hit 
play is com- 
mendably handled. As the tem- 
peramental daughter Miss Miller 
plays the two sides of her charac- 
ter almost as if they were different 
personalities, so strongly con- 
trasted are the loving returned 
exile, and the dominating almost 
brutal shrew of the later scene. 
Wensley Pithey gives dignity and 
pathos to the role of the harassed 
father, and Josephine’ Fraser 
makes a spirited, attractive young 
sister. Clem. 





Play on Broadway 











The Fifth Horseman 


Experimental Theatre production § of 
drama by Abraham L. Goldfein. Staged 
by Joseph Anthony; settings. Robert 
Gundlach. At New Stages, N. Y., June 
13, *49. 
eer ere ee Te ee eee Maude Scheerer 
Co Ree rarer ee Pe ee ee ee Ben Yaftee 
OS” Peer ene ..Barbara Koycan 
BMG . ceed ceserecrevce Julie Follansbee 
CG BAM 6cciacevsesveres Henry Sharp 

Last in this season's series of 


plays sponsored by the American 
National Theatre ‘and Academy, 
“The Fifth Horseman” is an in- 
digestible stew of mysticism, meta- 
phor and mayhem. The playwright 
attempted a parable of mankind’s 
contemporary predicament, but the 


| play runs off as an exercise in pre- 


American airman | 
makes a human and appealing con- | 


Peter Saunders presentation of comedy | 


She grimly agrees to | 


tentious thinking and_= swollen 
prose. It runs way beyond the lati- 
tude for mistakes allowed by the 
experimental theatre. 

As staged in this Greenwich Vil- 
lage theatre, the play’s most strik- 
ing feature is the offstage s.und 
effects. Crushing thunder, wolf 
howls, other-world voices are 
among the spectacular devices used 
as substitutes for dramatic struc- 
ture. On stage, there is probably 
ithe largest collection of twitching, 
drooling lunatics ever seen in thé 
theatre. The play, however, has a 
non-psychiatric theme, dealing with 
the coming of a false god who rips 
open the evil abiding in a Cape Cod 
community. The portraits are 
weird, not to say libelous. 

This cast of professionals de- 
served better. Henry Sharp, as the 
false god, has several powerful mo- 
ments which, unfortunately, are 
dissipated in long-windedness. Julie 
Follansbee, as a mother of an illeg- 
itimate child, displays a tender 
faith, while Maude Scheerer and 





| Ben Yaffee, as a witch and a mo- 


ron, are also. effective in a de- 
mented style typical of the rest of 
the large casi. 

Robert Gundlach’s 
settings are firstrate. 


London Eyes Rosten Play 
“The Golden Door,’ Norman 
Rosten drama held under option 
last season by Kermit Bloomgar- 
den, may be done in London this 
fall. Two West End managements 
are dickering for the rights. 
Author is meanwhile working on 
a new play. 
AE CE A TS 


suggestive 
Herm. 
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Tony Britton | 


follows close | 


Club staging of “The Male Ani-| 


| mal,” which it strongly resembles. 
While latter is often highly amus- 
ing, despite underlying theme of 
taking a stand for freedom of 
/speech, “Wind” takes more violent 
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ilton Berle’s Column 


Milton Berle, formerly a 


he N. Y. Sun Monday 
mpanied by a front-page 


otos and the column were 
agged-up in line with Berle’s rep 
H a comic. The column is being 
ae ndicated by McNaught 





d a picture layout. Both | 


VARIETY | 
ist. launched his new daily | nav 
in 'which treats Russia as a possible 


| 
} 


Syndi- | 


ment Public Relations office, was 
returned with the ruling 
naval officer cannot write anything 


enemy. 

“Even without naming names,” 
Hessler said, “I cannot see any 
other country today that could be a 
possible enemy.” 








that a} 


‘ 


ARIETY 
| this as 


‘a return to the dark ages.” SEEFEFFEFEFESOECEC CEG EO4 


It points out that during the war | J . } 
? SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


;}even in countries like Germany 
books were available to the public. 
Seeeeeeeeeseoees By Frank Scully PEPE FOFOSHO HE 
Story, Ark., June 11. 


It would make South Africa the 

first country in the world to cut! 

iis people off from all sources of 
culture. 

While swaying and swooning under the steaming aroma of Louis B. 

Mayer's chicken noodle soup one noontide in the MGM commissary 

not long ago, I heard mine host ‘who was producer Albert Parsons 

Lewin) utter a pox on annuities. 








It’s reported that no arguments | 
on cultural grounds could move 
officials of the Import Controllers 
Dept. who pointed out that even 
educational books would have to 
be cut to a minimum. 

This ban, if it comes into force, 
would force practically every 


I could scarcely believe my ears. I had always looked on annuities as 
one of our most treasured forms of thrift 


Farrell on Third bookseller in the country to close, But it seems Lewin had sunk a fortune into annuities vears ago, and 
oe ving for a Warner Bros. film Novelist James T. Farrell. who with consequent unemployment, now when he'd like to clip the coupons from a Park avenue penthouse 
é — ‘ ‘ shes as le an 5° f cS s are » find ‘ 5 
ssignment in Hollywood Friday | returned from Europe recently on onde ne pecs: 0 of books sold are he finds they are worth only half what he paid for them He thereby 
17) Berle has written two weeks | the Queen Mary, is currently writ- printed and published here. feels doomed to continue on salary till the world rolls back to 1926 price 
‘ ’ , . " ics > . 2 <i } levale . ) } } P land 7 
vance copy for the syndicate. | jing the third volume in his Ber- Tat’) PD , . evel He should live that long 
of. advanc tlie ik eaten” tthe wl Nat'l Press Women Elect Years ago } as goin tire 1] tt 
— nard Clare trilogy Untitled as ears ago he told me he was going to retire and finish all those son- 
Hearsts’ ‘Go Easy’ on Rita Copy yet, the tome is localed around , irs. Irene R. Bedard, assistant nets he had ringing in his head since he was an undergraduate at NYU 
Louella Parsons’ biography of | Paris where the writer stayed from +a SP ci of the Hibbing at the nipup of the century His suceess with “The Guardsman 
Rita Hayworth in the Hearst pa- April 22 to May 19 att {1 se Nat | . he hays Mutiny on the Bounty “The Good Earth,” and more particularly 
. . + . hile i ‘ ‘. RY P ae Oo tp ‘ nai fF ler; 4 P _ . ; . " . . 
ers has been cut from 14 to seven While in Paris, Farrell was a Pre a" ns . aC a ede! eon safle ith “The Picture of Dorian Grey” and “The Moon & Sixpenes made 
instalments, understood by orders | delegate to the “Congress Against cr a da on le ; sae ‘ ; Pa ‘Sen ted me feel he had earned a highly honored retirement after 20 vears of 
: — : sage age atatarchin.?? antj-|10r a two-year term ; 1e 13th an- ; 
of William Randolph Hearst.| War and Dictatorship,” an ant vet gee : Ss : writing, directing, producing and gioaning, mostly in Mayer's iron lung 
Orders also call for a soft pedal |Communist rally, and made an ad- a ar ag ~ which closed last I said as much , 
are ; eet ‘ece fs » Snr > “The week In Kansas City, to succeed F gosta ; 
4ories about her and royal! dress at the Sorbonne on rhe ; ns A \ ; heii ee i ees alae sai 
on _— Problems of Democracy and Mass| Miss Catherine Dines Prosser “My last picture Was a flop he calmly a sured mie 
‘iy Khan is reported in bad Culture.” He also is scheduled to, Yomen’s page editor of the Denver Well, for heaven's sake,” [| asked, “why don’t you drop annuities 
Al} . . 7 : : : . Be ‘ > a ake “Vy. ranre??? 
with the newspaper chain since he | lecture later this summer at the I ost. ; nd take out story-insurance 
t rough with a Hearst reporter  U. of Missouri. | New veepee is Mrs. Elizabeth How To Win More Friends 
g0 = o Lamb Roeschlaub. assistant man- . ; , - 
in Cannes. ages ; aoe gel He looked at me as if he thought I were shilling for Lloyd's, which 
me _ : ager of the Inland Daily Press : : th : 
| Father” Dramatized Assn Chicago. and recording COVld well be on account Howard K. Hurwith, the Lloyd's tycoon of 
William Manners, assisted by his | ri iti , | Chicago, is the friend I got thanks to writing books of my own and 


Mrs. A. J. Balaban’s Book 

Carrie Balaban, wife of Roxy 
theatre exec director A. J. Balaban, 
is completing a biographical novel 
tiled “Aunt Hattie of Cripple 
Creek.” Semi-fictionalized account 
treats of the 1893-98 period during 
which her aunt came to America 
from Poland and settled in Cripple 
Creek, Col., after marrying a 
gambler, Red Wiley. Book is Mrs. 
Balaban’s second. 


Dance Encyclopedia’ Sales The will of the late Robert L. | 
“Dance Encyclopedia” (Barnes), Ripley was probated last Wednes- ' 
by Anatole Chujoy, has sold 7,700 day (8) and his estate, estimated 


copies in first two months of pub- 
lication, or more than half of its 


first printing of 15,000. Sale is and sister. 

considered highly unusual for a Among those included in be-| 

$7.50 textbook-type tome. quests, which totaled $61,000, were 
Book, first encyclopedia on the Arthur (Bugs) Baer, $1,000; Doug- 

dance in any language, was pub- las Storer, radio agent and author's 


lished March 21. Two British firms 
are dickering for the English 
rights; there’s an offer from Argen- 
tina for Spanish rights, and one 
from Holland for Dutch rights. 


Joe Israels on Lombardo 

Josef Israels II has completed 
profile of Guy Lombardo and_ his 
band for Maclean’s Magazine (Can- 
ada). Article traces history of the 
Lombardoites from beginnings in 
London, Ont., to present-day mil- 
lion-a-year gross. It runs in July 
15 issue. 

Israels also has feature pieces 
in June issues of Redbook (“What 
You Should Know About 
monds”) and Coronet 
for Millions’). = 





Resigns Navy in ‘Gag’ Protest 
Protesting that Defense Dept. 
censorship policies curbed _ his 


| features, 


Dia- | 
(“Mopping | 


brother David X., has just finished 
dramatization of his 1947 novel, 
“Father and the Angels” (Dutton), 
and Ad Schulberg (Budd's mother) 
is agenting. Novel, the story of the 
son of a cantor-ftather. has been 
deseribed as a Jewish “Going My 
Way.” 

Manners is in charge of reprints 
at Hillman Publications. His 
brother is a mag editor. 





Ripley’s Will 


at over $1,000,000 was disposed of, 
with the bulk going to a brother 


representative, $5,000; Gypsy Mark- 
off Harler, $1,000; Col. Edward 


Eagan, N. Y. State Athletic Com- | 


mission chairman, $1,000; Vyvyan 
Donner, who helped him on fashion 
$1,000; Kay Lawrence, 
former publicity associate, $1,000; 
Bradley Kelly, King Features’ as- 
sistant editor and assistant 
$1,000; Ward Greene, King Fea- 
tures’ editor and g.m., $1.000. 


Studios Eye Shaplen Tome 

Bob Shaplen’s collection of short 
stories on the postwar Far East, 
published last month under the 
label “A Corner of the World” is 
winning considerable interest from 
a number of film producers, not- 
ably 20th-Fox, Warner Bros. 
Walter Wanger. 

Shaplen, a Fortune mag writer 
who covered the Orient for 
Time during the war is also being 


| offered a subsidy by several of the 


freedom to write and speak on im- | 


portant international problems, from his job to write a full-length 
William H. Hessler, Cincy Enquirer novel. 

editorial writer and a panel mem- Gusmaeieninn 

ber of WLW’s weekly “World| South Africa Sees Book Famine | 
Front” news discussion series, has| Latest move by South African | 
tendered resignation of his Naval government in drive to restrict | 


Reserve commission as a lieuten- | 


ant commander. 

Hessler’s actién was filed one 
day before Secretary of Defense 
Louis Johnson lifted the “gag 
edict.” 

He said an intended magazine 
article article of his, after being 
held up for months by the Depart- 


companies if he will take time out 


imports is hint that import of all | 


books and periodicals as from July 
1 will be banned. Ban would in- 
clude all children’s and 


for 
by 


tion not expressly required 

educational establishments or 

technical and professional men. 
The Booksellers Assn. describes 








g.m., | 


and 


general | 
books, and in fact every publica- | 


secretary is Miss Florence Delaney 


women’s editor of the Aberdeen !Snoring Dale Carnegie’s 

‘So. Dak.) American-News. Five What I was thinking of was not the Lloyd's line but a brochure called 
new regional veepees include: | “Story Insurance,” by William James 

Mrs. Herbert Cornwall, St. John,! | don’t know whether James is dubiously descended from the great 
Kan.; Miss Lucille Hastings, Sta- pragmatist of the same name or related to the Jesse James who insists 
tion KLZ, Denver; Miss Margaret he is still alive at 101. But this Bill James seems to have a rare skill 
tankin, Eagle Grove, Ia.; Miss for putting his finger on what's wrong with a story 

Margaret Smith. Madison, Wis.; and He has been trying to peddle these insurance policies for 20 years 
Mis. Peter Burke, Reno About and is finally succeeding. Among major producers, who naturally be- 
100 attended the four-day conven- jieve their hierarchies have developed a screening service to make 
_ lion. stories foolproof, he has often got the brush. But currently the 


‘ oie . minors have picked up his dangling option and seemed to be dancing 
NC: es VS. yilier’ . , ; Ad ‘i 
NCAC Fil Collier's with delight as if he were a new “Champion. 


National Concert & Artists Corp. : : 
noe Scars For Scarborough 


filed a $1,000,000 libel action in 
N. Y. Supreme Court Monday (13) The major story editors, fellows like Bill Fadiman and John Mock, 
against Collier’s mag for state- threw James plenty of prewar praise—but no biz. Fadiman said James 


ments made in Stanley Frank’s ar- 
ticle, “Geniuses Have It Tough, 
Too,” in the June 4 issue. NCAC 
attorneys MeAloon & Hirschberg 
allege that the Collier’s article 
damaged the firm’s “good name 
and reputation.” 

Action was filed at the instiga- 


was years ahead of present studio thinking. Mock called the James 
device “a remarkable technique which could save every studio time, 
money and effort.” 

Joe Schenck brought George Scarborough from New York years ago 
in the hope that the playwright could do some story surgery that would 
bring in better boxoffice results than free dishes were doing. But 
Scarborough got slugged from so many quarters he ended his days as 


tion of NCAC owners Marks @ scarbelly E 

Levine and O. O. Bottorff, who Seemingly blind to Scarborough’s wound stripes, James caught a 
were burned at Frank’s deserip- Whodunit in a first-run house, analyzed its weak spots, wrote out a 
tion of concert management report and tried the analysis on an agent. That was Harry H. Lichtig. 


operations Lichtig asked, “Could you do this on a fiop from each of the major 
studios?” 

James thought he could. 

“Do it,” said Lichtig, “and we can make a nice piece of change.” 

James labored for weeks and then reported. After that the reports 
on his reports began pouring in. The substance of them was that James 
was a d——d fool and was probably a spy sent from Moscow to ruin 
Hollywood to beot. 

“Your reports are making high-salaried men look ridiculously silly,” 
he was told. “You've got a chain-reaction in reverse. You make the 
scripter a dope. That makes the producer who hired him an ass. That 
in turn reflects on the front office. You'd better burn these reports and 
go underground for a while.” 

James reported his finding to Lichtig. Lichtig laughed. 

Exit The Editors 

“I've been thinking it over and I've come to the same conclusion,” 
he said. “Let's forget it.” 

But James tried backdoors instead. Bill Fadiman, then story editor of 
MGM, thought he could work the format into Culver City disguised as 
a hot Cadillac. He failed. 

John Mock, then story editor at Columbia, said, “If you can prove 
your story insurance gimmick you've got a job here.” 

James did a two-page analysis of a picture ready to roll. Mock 
read it, called the director in and said to James, “As far as I'm con- 
cerned you have your job.” 

The director agreed, and he and Mock sent the anaiysis up to the 
producer. 

The next day Mock called James and told him to hurry over to 
Columbia. When the Lloyds of the literati arrived on the lot, Mock 
said, “The producer not only doesn’t want you on the lot, he’s shelving 


CHATTER 

Spike Jones profiled by 
Kaye in July True Story mag. 
| National Jamboree, mag for folk 
musie fans, is out this month: 
Jules Warshaw is editor. 

Anne Ford in Hoilywood con- 
tacting authors about varns to be 
published by Little, Brown. 

Glen Perrin in Hollywood 
gander the film studios for 
Ogden Standard-Examiner. 

Fulton Oursler bioging a life of 
Father Flanagan, of Boys’ Town, 
in a collab with his son, Will. 
| Coward-McCann_ is_ publishing 
its 17th language edition of “Mrs. | 
Mike,” this time in Hebrew. 
| Seamus MacManus, Irish - born 
poet-novelist. now in Dublin for 
two-month vacation. 

Will H. Murray, who writes for 
some of the fact-crime mags, is 
offering an article writing course. 

In North Hollywood a new mag 
is coming out called Galley—“A 
| magazine for little magazine pub- 
lishers.” 

Samson Raphaelson’s “The 
| Human Nature of Playwriting” will 


Joe 


to 
the 


be published by MacMillan in jhe picture. And I’m moving over to Par.” 
October. ' pot rg Mock explained further that it was only natural that high-salaried 
| Emery Wister. drama editor of 


men will not tolerate anything which shows up their mistakes and thus 
infers they are overpaid. 

The war might have been expected to kill this guy as well as his idea 
but both seemingly have survived. In fact I have found a producer 
who not only has tried the James system but swears by it. That's Carl 
Hittleman of Screen Guild Productions. 

As for James himself he says it’s all due to a weakness he seems to 
have had all his life. 


ithe Charlotte (N. C.) News, in Hol- 
‘lywood on his annual two-week 
tour of observation. 

Grace McGerr. president = of 
American Newspaperwomen’s Club, 
land sister. whodunit novelist Pat 
McGerr, visiting Ireland on vaca- 


tion. He seemingly has never noticed what was good 

Maxime de Beix, VariETY’s Paris in a picture, but the moment a story weakness appeared his mind was 
mugg, w.k. to almost every show on the alert. He itched to repair the trouble as if he were a cutter 
biz, newspaper and literati visitor and the film had snapped. 


to France, being “profiled” in Time , —_—a —— 


mag. ' , , 
Margalo Gilmore and Anthony City room today ‘Wed.) as a com- president of M.ILT., has been 


EAR 


new book is an ad glib collection of the tall and short 
stories of America’s sharpest wits... A grab bag of after- 
hours laughs on the B'way-Hollywood beat of the N. Y. 
Post’s Saloon Fditor, author of | Am Gazing Into My 
8-Ball. 


Let 'Em Eat 
Cheesecak 


Ilustrated, $2.95, ai all booksellers ¢ DOUBLEDAY 


INTRODUCTION 
BY 


ARTHUR 
GODFREY 





Ross in from N. Y. for top roles Munity service venture. The pape 


in WB's “Perfect Strangers,” Will be put out as usual. 

Ginger Rogers - Dennis Morgan “Matinee Tomorrow,” an account 

starrer of 50 years of the American stage 
“U.S. West.” the story of the by Ward Morehouse, drama critic 

Wells Fargo Express, will be a of the N. Y. Sun, will be published 


$7.50 Dutton publication by Lucius in September by Whittlesey House. 


Beebe and Charles Clegg in Sep- In a “tightening up” move, 

tember. Transradio is eliminating its 
Revival of interest in the late Broadway and nightlife column, 

Talbot Munday. His “Old Ugly which has been written by Bob 

Face,” “The Purple Pirate’ and — Latter was also the New York 

“a “ace” will be republished Dureau Manager. 

Mra - r Will Oakland, former vaudeville 


headliner. now on tour with a Gay 
‘90s unit, mulling a book on his 
career. Tome would be done in col- 
laboration with Jim Walsh, news 
editor of WSLS. Roanoke. 

The Bugs Baers and the Arthur 
Schwartzes will be Stamford neigh- 
bors this summer. Herb ‘Hearst 
mag editor) Mayeses also Stam- 
fordites, but planning to make it 
a permanent commuting job. 

Dr. 


Bobbs-Merrill Publishing Co. is 
putting on a heavy newspaper ad 
‘campaign to cooperate with War- 
ners in connection with the release 
iof “The Fountainhead.” 

Faweett Publications is reissuing 
250.000 copies of its comic book 
based on the exploits of Lash La- 
Rue, film oater star, to follow the 
| first printing of 400,000. 
| Brooklyn Eagle setting up a Red 
i Cress blood collection unit in its) 


Karl T. Compton, former 


elected to MeGraw-Hill’s board of 
directors where he will give coun- 
cel anc guidance in the publication 
of technical books and mags. 

“Life of Oscar Hammerstein I,” 
biography of the late producer- 
theatre owner and uncle of lyricist- 
producer Oscar Hammerstein, 2¢ 
by Herbert Childs, will be pub- 
lished in November by Prentice- 
Hall. 

Two new Shaw books due for 
publication are “The Universe of 
G. B. S.,” by William Irvine, to be 
issued in October by Whittlesey 
House, and “The Quintessence of 
G. B. S.,” to be released in the fall 
by Creative Age. 

Gertrude Sayre, who agented 
sale to 20th-Fox of hubby Joel 
Sayre’s New Yorker yarn, “Man on 
the Ledge,” heads for the Coast 
this weekend to join him. He's 
working on the screenplay. Mrs. 
Sayre is associated with Ingersoll 
& Brennan agency. 
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Broadway 


Jules Glaenzer to summer at 
Cape Cod. 

Jules C. Stein, MCA _ board 
chairman, back to the Coast. 

Joe (CPA) Winters and the Mrs. 
among the European exodus. 


Many Broadweyities to Philly 


Monday (13) for the “Miss Liberty” | 


preem. 

Jack Mills’ youngest son, Stan- 
ley, graduating from Woodmere 
Academy, L. I., this week. 

Bob O'Donnell showing off the 
gold key to the N.Y. Variety Club 
tent, given him on the inaugural. 

Russell Swann, the magician, in 
on the De Grasse Monday (13), 
after a London nitery engagement. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner and her 
husband, A. S. Blodget, sailing for 
Europe today (Wed.) on the Bri- 
tannic. 

Will Yolen, of Yolen, Ross and 
Salzman, p.r. firm, just out of the 


hospital following an appendec- 
tonomy. 
Metro v.p. Howard Dietz back 


from the Coast and pulls out at the 


end of this week for two months 


in Europe. 

Friars Club gave Milton Berle 
a $250 humidor filled with cigars 
on the bachelor party the organi- 
Thursday 


gation. threw for him 
(9). 

KB and George Brown's 30th 
anni at their Van Nuys, Calif., 


home yesterday (Tuesday); he was 
Par studio publicity chief until re- 
cently. 

Meyer Davis is batoning his 50- 
piece orchestra for George D. 
Widener in Philadelphia tomorrow 
(Thurs.) night for the debut of 
Diana Davies. 

Victor Volmar, publicity direc- 
tor and supervisor of foreign ver- 
sions for Monogram International, 
leaves for the Coast the end of the 
week on a studio visit. 

William F. Rodgers, Metro’s dis- 
tribution veepee, in Washington 
Monday (13) to watch his two sons, 
Thomas end William, graduate 
Georgetown University. 

Metro studio exec E. J. Mannix 
now in Paris en route to Rome for 
huddles with studio official Henry 


Henigson on the forthcoming pro- 


duction of “Quo Vadis.” 

Alonzo Elliott, composer of 
“There’s a Long, Long Trail a- 
Winding,” sailed yesterday (Tues.) 
on the Stockholm to be the guest 
of Prince Erie of Denmark. 

Sid Blumenstock, newly-tapped 
advertising chief for Paramount, 
feted last week by his former 20th- 
Fox associates at a_ farewell 
luncheon at the St. Moritz hotel. 

20th-Fox Family Club chartered 
Hudson River Dayline steamer 
Stuyvesant June 15 for 7th annual 
outing at Bear Mountain. Some 900 
members expected to join in the 
excursion, 


Lea Karina Achron, Hildegarde’s | 


voice and piano teacher, opening 
a studio in the Buckingham. She's 
the widow of composer Isador Ach- 
ron who gave the chantoosey ad- 
vanced piano studies. 

Universal’s foreign wing last 
week tendered a _ luncheon to 
Charles <A. Kirby, veepee and 
secretary of the overseas unit, on 
the exec’s 5lst birthday and 28th 
year with the company. 

Bobby Driscoll, who'll have a 
lead role in Walt Disney's British- 
made “Treasure Island,” and Wil- 
liam B. Levy, Disney worldwide 
sales chief, off to England yester- 
day (Tues.) on the Mauretania. 

Louis Joffe, 
legal department and_ his 


son, Robert Emery Gould, gradu- 
ated from medical school of U. of 
Virginia: 

Milton Berle’s remarriage to 
Jovee Matthews tomorrow (Thurs.) 
in. New York may soon be sequeled 
by a reconciliation of the Sammy 
Rauchs, who were divorced last 
month. Roxy booker has a five- 
year old son. 

Hemmed in by Metro duties, 
with Howard Dietz going abroad 
and Si Seadler just back from 
Europe, Mrs. John Joseph sails on 
a conducted European tour with- 
out her Metro pub-ad exec-husband 
week after next. 

Arthur W. Kelly, Phil Reisman 
and Herbert Wilcox saw each other 
in Europe last week and reunioned 
in N. Y. this week. British film pro- 
ducer Wilcox back to London by 
air tomorrow (Thurs.) after a 
quickie in on biz. 

MCA toppers Jules C. Stein and 


Lew Wasserman in from the Coast, | 


latter staying on two or three 
weeks while the agency’s New York 
office completes the shift from the 


Squibb Bldg. to its own building | 


on Madison and 57th street. 

Jules Levey, currently on a 
European production - distribution 
survey, knighted as a “Commen- 
datore of the Star for Merit,” in 
the Military Order of St. George 





of RKO Theacre’s | 
wife, | 
Peggy, of RKO Theatres’ publicity | 
dept., to Charlottesville, Va., where | 


of Antiochia, for his “cultural and 
| philanthropic services” to Italy. 

Berg-Allenberg agency, planes to 
' Hollywood Sunday (18) to report 


on his recent trip to Europe and be. 


briefed on the agency's realign- 
ment following the resignation o 
Phil Berg last week, due to illness. 

Abe Shiller, all got up like Hopa- 
long Cassidy, in from the Flamin- 
|go, Las Vegas, on a talent quest. 
/He’s pub-adman for the class 
hostelry as well as show coordi- 
nator. He also wears boots and 


sombrero like a shoh’ ‘'nuf sage- | 


brusher. 

Equitable Life Assurance wants 
information on whereabouts of 
Edith P. Luckett, actress, who has 
a small divident due her from a 
policy taken out in 1909. In her 
application for the policy, Miss 
Luckett stated she was with the 
Neill Stock Co. playing the Prin- 
cess theatre, Minneapolis. 


Dallas 


By Henry Senber 
Dale Drake, WRR chief, 
from Manhattan. 
Symphony Orchestra Managers 
to hold 1950 session here. 
Variety Club held annual 


back 


golf 


tournament over weekend at Lake- | 


wood Country Club. 

Dorothy Malone home for brief 
visit with folks here after complet- 
ing ‘‘Lawless” for Columbia. 

Southern Methodist U’s summer 
stock company tees off June 22 
with “Death Takes a Holiday.” 
| Starlight Operetta opens eighth 
season Monday (13) night with 


Kenny Baker starring in “Up in 


Central Park.” 
Yvonne de Carlo, Dorothy Hart. 


Lloyd Bridges, and Howard Duff in | 
town for bond sale preem of ‘“‘Ca- | 


lamity Jane and Sam Bass.” 


Manning Gurian, Margo Jones’ | 


business manager, back to Picca- 
| dilly Drug Store Luncheon Club 
aiter close of Theatre 49 season. 

Toledo Zoological Gardens of- 
ficials here to view Starlight Op- 
eretta set-up for possible future 
| summer musical operation in To- 
ledo. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Little Theatre, smallest 
of local Lopert trio, adopting a 
summer film festival policy of old 
taves. 





| Crew of 60, headed by stars Ann | 


Blythe and Robert Cummings and 
producer-scripter Robert Buckner, 
here to take local shots for Uni- 
versal’s ‘‘Free for All.” 


News from Abingdon, Va., that. 


‘the Jean Kerr opus, “Jenny Kissed 
Me,” originally produced at Cath- 


olic U. here, will preem summer | 
season at Barter theatre on June) 


20. 

Universal toppers Maurice Berg- 
/man and David Lipton in town for 
brass studded preem of “Illegal 
Entry” at RKO Keith’s and for 
Swedish Embassy’s fete in honor 
of film’s star, Marta Toren. 


Stockholm 


Katherine Dunham’s “Rhapsody 
in Black” opened at the Circus to 
critical and public acclaim. 

“A Streetcar Named Desire” is 
currently being shown at the Royal 
Dramatic Theatre under title of 
“Linje Lusta.” 

Solid grosses are currently being 
racked up by a number of reissues, 
which include Par’s “Wake Island,” 
UA’s “Rebecca,” Metro’s 
With The Wind” and _ Korda’s 
“Drums” and “Jungle Book.” 

Poland is reportedly trying to 
arrange a Polish Film Festival here 
this autumn. The event will prob- 
ably take place in connection with 
Svensk Filmindustri’s release ot 
the Polish-made “The Last Stop.” 

Svan Film (formerly UFA) and 
other Swedish distributors are now 
releasing new German films, which 
until recently were solely dis- 
tributed here by Tellus - Film 
(distributor of Soviet films). These 
pix. made in Germany's western 
zone. are going over big. 


Israel 


By Franz Goldstein 
Violinist Theo Oloff a click in 
guest recitals for Israelis. 

Dr. Manfred George, editor of 
Aufbau, N. Y., 0.0.’ing Tel Aviv. 

Joseph S. Hummel, Warners’ 
| Middle East manager, in Israel fo. 
a few days. 

Dramatist Irwin Shaw = and 
photographer Robert Capa arrived 
in Jerusalem for a week’s stay. 

Raphael Arie, basso and mem- 
ber of La Seala, Milan, visiting his 
‘parents, who immigrated from 
Bulgaria three weeks ago. 


John Sonnerfield, British writer, | 


due here soon to gather material 


for a film to be made in Britain by | 


Green Park Productions. 


Robert Lantz, eastern rep for the , 


seater | 


“Gone | 


} * 
| 


London 


Sydney, for J. C. Williamson. Evie 
Hayes is taking a month’s vacation 


Frank Pettingell out of cast of | after two years as lead with the 





“Daphne Laureola” for throat | show. 
surgery. — 
Filmstars Hazel Court and) Miami Beach 


{Dermot Walsh announce approach- 
‘ing marriage. 

| Gilbert Miller to Paris to meet 
ithe Leland Haywards, who are 
| honeymooning. 

New J. B. Priestley play, “Sum- 


|mer Day's Dream,” on provincial 
tour before its London debut in 
| August. 


Leslie Macdonnell on four weeks 
| motoring vacation. Starting June 
16, he will cover France, Italy and 
Switzerland, finishing in the South 
of France. 

“The Beaux Stratagem” vacates 
the Phoenix and replaces “Two 
Dozen Red 

| June 27, with latter looking for an- 
other home. 

Frances 
Quarter” 


Day “Latin 


at the Casino to appear 


leaving 


starring in two Shaw plays—‘The 
| Apple Cart” and his latest opus, 
“Buoyant Billions.” 

| Emile Littler presented Dolores 
|Gray with a diamond and ruby 


watch in celebration of ‘Annie Get | 


|Your Gun’s” second anniversary, 
| June 7. Bill Johnson was recipient 
of silver cigaret box. 

| Montemar’s “Spanish Rhapsody” 
opened a season at the Savoy June 


(8, with Ana Esmeralda scoring as | 


| leading dancer; Josele outstanding 
as male support, and David Moreno 
acclaimed as guitarist. 


for Firth Shephard, Ltd. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Robert Flaherty in on two-day 
visit to fix screening of “Louisiana 
| Story” for July. 

“Joan of Are” closed at Metro- 
pole, No. 1 house ot Rank circuit, 
atter two months. 

World Wide Films dickering for 
rights of Francis MacManus’s 
i novel, “Flow on Lovely River.” 
| BBC producers Alex McCrindle 


| don after disking material for 
| “Mirror of the Month” feature in 
| Ireland 

M. J. Molloy’s “The King of 
| Friday’s Men” opened in Opera 
| House, Cork, with Abbeyites Wal- 


inal roles. 

David Basil Gill has bowed out 
of Illsley-MecCabe Productions: his 
role in John Dighton’s “The Hap- 
piest Days of Your Life” taken 
over by Stanley Illsley. 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse ) 
Mrs. Jules Stein in. 
Leland Stowe in town. 





Borrah Minevitch on quick trip 
ito Milan. 


| Jules Levy and Jacques Grinieff | 


to Rome. 

Ellen Dosia packing the Opera 
for “Thais.” 

Babette Deval, who plans to 
produce “Secret of the Gods” on 
Broadway, on 21-day visit in 
Vichy. 

Barbara Laage, who wags the 
sparkplug of Maxim’s anni cele- 
'brations, greeting Louis Jourdan 
on arrival. 


Atlantic City 


By Joseph W. Waiker 

Billy Eckstine to head an all- 
star show at Warner, June 18-19. 

Skitch Henderson and Bob 
Eberly at Steel Pier over week- 
end. 

Club Harlem, Sam Singer’s Ne- 
gro spot, to open with show head- 
ed by Larry Steele, June 16. 

Jimmie Costello tops Million 
Dollar Pier attractions in giveaway 
program broadcast over WMID. 

Kiki Garcia and his rhumba out- 
fit out of President’s Round the 
World room, with Pillado and _ his 
vhumba, band due June 15. 


Australia 
By Erie Gorrick 

Wirth’s Circus back from 
tour of New Zealand. 

Herschell Stuart is still confined 
to St. Vincent's Hospital, Sydney. 

“Johnny Belinda” (WB) is a ter- 
rific hit in Sydney at Regent for 
Hoyts. 

Metro’s “Act of Violence.” 
praised by the critics, flopped at 
the b.o. 

Noel Langley’s comedy, “Little 
Lambs Eat Ivy,” is in its fifth week 
at Minerva, Sydney, for Whitehail 
Productions. 

R. J. F. Boyer, head of the Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission, 
non-commercial operators, has 
been given a further‘three years’ 
contract by the government. 

June Clyde clicked as Annie in 
“Annie Get Your Gun” at Royal, 





long 


Roses” at the Lyric, | 


lat the Malvern Festival in August, | 
| 
! 


t Production | 
was presented by Stanley French | 


and Michael Barsley back to Lon- | 


ter Macken and Rita Foran in orig- | 


William Perlberg due here soon. | 


Lary Solleway 


Hearing on Copa City receiver- 
ship due later this month. 

Five O'Clock Club adding Latin 
show before and after three hour 
Barry Gray show next week. 

Bea Saxon heads up new show at 
the Clover Club, with Ben Perry 
and Hermanos Williams Trio. 

Walter Jacobs in town before 
going north for opening June 20 of 
his Lake Tarleton Club in New 
Hampshire. 

Sherry Frontenac and Saxony 
hotels facing Hotel Association pro- 
test against nitery type of shows 
they feature. 

Ned (Beachcomber) Schuyler, to 





now that he’s recovered from re- 
| curring - back ailment. . 

| Marta Toren, here for personals 
on preem of “Illegal Entry” at 
Wometco houses, doing round of 
radio and theatre appearances. 





| go to New York into a legit musical | 








— 


Hollywood 


Bernie Milligan hospitalized with 
—-.. - 
immy akely east on /@~ 
ve pone, " li 
ette Davis bought a 
at R hg Lake, now ame 
ev Marley and Linda D 
adopted a baby. niente 

Jack Lait arrived from N, Y. for 

a pone a. 
ohnny Mack Browns celebr 
their 23d wedding anni. avaind 

Dick Gordon installed as 
of the Screen Extras Guild. 

Jack Diamond, formerly with 
Warners, organized his own flack- 
ery. 
| William J. Cowen and Lenore 
| Coffee celebrated their silver wed- 
| ding. 
| Ray Montgomery checked out of 
| Warners after eight years to free- 
lance. 

Frank Whitbeck to Toronto to 
| spend vacation with Robbins Bros, 
| circus. 
| Alfred E. Berkman in from N. y, 
ito set up school for film and Ty 
| players. 

Ed Gross going to London in 
| August to stage a legit show, “St, 
| Louis Woman.” ‘ 

| Charlotte Greenwood tossed a 
birthday party for her husband, 


prexy 





’ 











| | Brit. Quota 


pase 3S 











Continued from 


ident of Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 
tions and chairman of the eastern 
section of SIMPP. 
SIMPP’s general counsel. 
is on the Coast. 

| While the in-person protests by 
ithe two organizations against the 
| recent British reply were similar, 
ithe memoranda they presented 
were carefully designed through 
| consultation to complement 
other and not overlap. 
brief was a statement of fact on 
which State 
protests and was drawn up at the 
suggestion of the Department. 
SIMPP’s brief covered a flock of 
other arguments, some _ strictly 
legal and some general. Brief was 


Araall 


a free-wheeling counterpart to the | 
more factual | 


MPAA’s necessarily 
outline. 
Point by Point 

In asking State to tell the Brit- 
ish that their reply to the protest 
|was unsatisfactory, MPAA and 
SIMPP presented an argument 
against each of the four points 
made by the British. These were: 


1. That the outcome of the 
Anglo - American Film Council 
meetings slated for June 2-3) 


should be awaited. 


the quota was a British govern- 
ment act and could only be re- 
moved by the government. so 
there was no point in waiting for 
,a meeting between private organi- 
zations. 

2. That the U. S._ producers 
‘shouldn't have been surprised by 
the quota. MPAA asserted that 
“the most surprising thing is the 
fact the British think we shouldn't 
have been surprised.” Both MPAA 
and SIMPP made the point that 
only a matter of weeks before the 
quota was upped, Johnston,’ Mul- 
vey and Harold Wilson, president 
cf the British Board of Trade, 
entered into an agreement. be- 





the British government and it was 


naturally thought that that was 
fiual. 
3. That the quota is justified 


and can be met. Here MPAA pre- 
sented strong statistical arguments 
pointing out that British producers 
promised 90 pictures in 1948 and 
delivered only 66. Of those, a 
mere 15 were A’s, while 51 proved 
to be B’s in their boxoffice per- 
formance. By the Board of Trade’s 
own estimate, MPAA stated, 72 A 
pix are needed under a 45% quota 
and 63 under a 40° quota (quota 
will be reduced 5% 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. 
was quoted by the MPAA as esti- 
mating that 100 A pix a year are 
needed. A total of only 47 British 


shot on this argument. 

4. That the quota is legal under 
the General Agreement on Tarifts 
and Trade signed by both Britain 
and the U. S. in Geneva. SIMPP 
brief went into particular detail 
in quoting passages from GATT 
and tearing the British contention 
apart. Main point was that there 
was no justification for using the 
quota as a dollar-conservation de- 
| Vice since the Wilson-Mulvey- 
| Johnston agreement had already 
\limited currency export to $17,- 
/000,000 yearly. And, under the 
terms of GATT, SIMPP pointed 
out, there was no justification for 
‘imposing a quota on films for any 
‘other reason, 








ing in New York. Mulvey is presi- | 


Rubin is! 


each | 
MPAA’s | 


could base further | 


MPAA brief | 
pointed out that the meetings had | 
been cancelled and, in any case, | 


tween the American industry and | 


in Octeber). | 


films of all types is in sight for ’49, | 
the Americans stated in a parting | 


_ Martin Broones. 

| Stanley Kramer guest of honor 
/at Jewish War Veterans convention 
at Arrowhead Springs. 

Milton Krasner laid up with fly 
| Joe MacDonald taking over lens. 
ing of “Three Came Home" at 
20th-Fox. 

Charles P. Skouras drew the an- 
nual Helms Athletic Foundation 
award for contributions to youth 
activities. 

Mrs. Shirley L. Morosco, second 
wife of the late Walter Morosco, 
given court approval of her claim 
to his estate, in behalf of their 
son, Timethy. 

James Barton sustained head in- 
juries in a fight scene on “Wa- 
| bash Avenue” set at 20th-Fox al- 
'though he had double working for 
| him; hit by flying chair, 


Philadelphia 


| By Jerry Gaghan 
| Vivian Coorer, WIP 





scripter, 


| quit staff to work as a nightclub 
| Single. Continues her  once-a- 


| week broadcast over station. 

Gene Baylos, currently playing 
the Latin Casino, is slated for com- 
edvy lead in “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” Jule Stein-Herman Le- 
vine musical. 

Roland Butler, Ringling Bros. 
head flack, and Mrs. Butler cele- 
brated 38th wedding anni here, 
with circus playing weekewd run 
in suburban Upper Darby. 

The Celebrity Room, recently 
| sold by Mort Casway to Herman 
| Seiterth and George Dorwart, re- 
turned to a show policy Monday 
| (13) with Jimmy Byrne heading 
revue. 

Production staff of “Miss Lib- 
erty” rating plenty attention in 
, this show-starved town. Robert 
| E. Sherwood and Irving Berlin led 
ithe Flag Week observance in In- 
dependence Square. Sherwood 
then to Adelphia Hotel to receive 
'a citation from the City Business 
| Club. 


| Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Belle Baker comes to Carousel 
| for week starting June 24. 

| Kay Riehl, local actress, makes 
/her film debut in Republic's “Red 
| Menace.” : 

Arthur Walsh signed to play ju- 
venile roles at White Barn Theatre 
this summer. 

Ciro Rimac, winding up long run 
;at Lepus Club, goes into Palace, 
iN. Y., June 30. 

Vince Joyce, WWSW announcer, 
got his sheepskin at Pitt, making 
four-year Course in three. 

James McAllon directing for 
| fourth straight season at Mountain 
| Playhouse in Jennerstown. 
Bob Post, free-lance p.a. and 
|radio producer, doing publicity 
-again this summer for White Barn 
| Theatre. 








Cannes 


Frederick Loewe and 
cationing. 

Errol Flvnn_ at 
| visiting here. 
Publicist Elizabeth 
|! Hotel Martinez. , 

NBC’s Sam Chotzinoff with wife, 
daughter and son here. 


wife va- 


Antibes and 


Winston at 


Hollywood scripter Ben Barz- 
man here with family for two 
months. 

Jacques Prevart, director of 


“Enfants du Paradis,” a frequent 
visitor here. He has a villa a 


nearby St. Paul de Vence. 

City of Cannes constructing 8 
special building for the September 
Film Festival. Rank’s Tony Down 
ing and British Lion’s Leslie 
| ber in for advance work on it. 
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OBITUARIES 


MRS. CHAUNCEY OLCOTT 


Mrs. Margaret A. Olcott, 70, 
playwright and widow of Chauncey 
Olcott, actor, singer and composer, 
died June 12 in New York. 

One of her plays, Ragged 
Robin,” written with Rita Johnson 
Young, ran for more than two 
vears on Broadway. Another, 
“russmore,” had Eva Le Gallienne 
in an important role. _ 

Born in San Francisco, Mrs. 
Olcott was educated at a convent 
there She became interested in 
the theatre after her marriage. 
After her husband retired, she 
lived in Monte Carlo with him for 
most of each year and spent the 
immers at Saratoga Springs, N. Y 


After her husband’s death in 
1932. she wrote his biography, 
“Song in His Heart.” The book 
was made into a film by Warner 
Bros. and called “My Wild Irish 
Rose.” as one of his most popular 
songs Was titled. 

Survived by a daughter. 


FRANK McINTYRE 
Frank MelIntyre, 71, former 
Broadway star and more recently 
a radio actor, died in Ann Arbor, 


Mich June &. Specializing in 
comedy roles in a_ career that 
spanned more than 30 years, he 


is probably best remembered as 
star of “The Travelling Salesman,’ 
produced by the late Henry B. 
Harris in 1908 and ran a year on 
Broadway. somewhat of a record 
in that era. 

Most of his radio work was done 


between 1930-40 and one of his 
roles was Capt. Henry in the 
“Showboat” series. 


Among other Broadway produc- 
tions in whieh he had stellar or 
featured roles were “Becky Sharp,” 
“Snobs,” “Oh! Oh! Delphine,” 
“Rose of China,’ “Sitting Pretty” 
and “Greenwich Village Follies” 
(1925). 

A brother, Don S., Ann Arbor 
hotel and theatre owner, survives. 


THOMAS S. BUCHANAN 


- 


Thomas S. Buchanan, 56, former 
president of Buchanan & Co. ad 
agency, died at his home in Sharon, 
Conn., June 13, after a long illness. 
Buchanan, after taking over the ad- 
vertising campaign for the Texas 
Co. ‘Texaco), built one of the top 
radio programs with Ed Wynn as 
the Fire Chief. Buchanan agency 
also handled many film company 
accounts. 

After serving in World War I in 
the U. S. Air Corps, he joined the 
Hanff-Metzger agency in 1919, 
when he became associated with 
advertising for the Texas Co. In 
1935, Buchanan became prexy of 
the agency, which expanded into 
film industry accounts with offices 
in Chicago and Los Angeles. Two 
years later, the firm changed its 
name to Buchanan & Co. 
which Buchanan was associated as 
director and consultant until his 
death. 

Survived hy his wife and son. 


WALTER E. TUNNING 


Walter E. Tunning, 31, manager | 
of the Pittsburgh ASCAP office, | 
morning | 


was” killed Saturday 
‘1l) in an automobile accident 
outside Wilkes-Barre. His 
was broken when the car he was 
driving left the road and struck a 
tree. An aide, Joseph Sikora, a 
passenger, was in a critic>] condi- 


tion at the Wilkes Barre general | 
the | 


hospital, where doctors said 
amputation of a leg 
necessary. 


might be 


Tunning, who went with ASCAP. 


“in 1944 after serving in the Air 
Force, took ‘over the district man- 
‘ership here last November, mov- 
from New Orleans, where he 

{ a similar post. He replaced 
‘iam O’Brien, who resigned to 

ch a radio station in Connec- 

_ In addition to his wife, 

ning 

-old saughter. 


SIR FREDERICK OLGILVIE 
_Sir Frederick Ogilvie, 56, prin- 
Cipal of Jesus College, Oxford, 


and former director general of the | 


British Broadcasting Corp., died in 
London, June 10. 
A noted educator, he became head 


of the BBC in 1938 and led its re- | 
Organization and expansion to cope | 
notably in, 


broadeastin -cupi . Hes | 
sting to occupied countrie: lish comedian, died in Rhyl, North 


With its war services, 
and monitoring enemy and neu- 
tral broadeasts. 

_A change in organization led to 
IS resignation in 1942. Atter 
& period on the staff of the 

ritish council he took the post at 
Jesus College in 1944. 

When he was appointed to the 
BBC, Sir Frederick was said to 
have never been before a micro- 
Phone in his life. He was reluctant 
to take the post. Four years later 
€ was knighted for his services. 
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| Robert. 


neck | 


leaves a two-and-a-half- 


HENRY COOTE 


Henry Coote, 69, former actor 
and theatre manager, died in Bos- 


ton, June 13. He began his the- | 
atrical career as a leading man- | 
tenor in musical shows, appearing 
in the “Rose Maid” on tour and 
also the Chicago company of 
“Irene.” 


After the run of “Irene” he retired 
as an actor and joined the Shuberts’ 
auditing staff and was assigned to 


their Chicago theatres He was 
later transferred to Boston, where 
he managed both the Wilbur and 
Plymouth theatres 

He was the husband of Julia 
Nash, actress, and widow of Henry 
Chesterfield, secretary of National 


Vaudeville Artists unde: 
the late E. F. Albee. 


regime of 


JOSEPH H. TOOKER 

Joseph H. Tooker, 80, former 
head of N. Y. theatrical printing 
and lithographing concern bearing 
his name, died of heart ailment 
in New York, June 8 

In addition to handling printing 
and lithos for dramatic productions 
and films, together with Richard 
Rowland, he organized the Metro 
Pictures Corp. They subsequent- 
ly sold this to Marcus Loew and 
later it became the Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Maver Pictures Corp. 

Survived by a sister. 


CAMILLA H. FRYDAN 
Camilla Herzer Frydan, 60, Vien- 
nese composer, died after a heart 
attack, in New York, June 11. 
Mrs. Frydan, widow of Oscar 
Frydan, a Viennese’ playwright, 
came to this country 10 years ago. 
While in Europe she composed 
“Madame Napoleon” and “The Big 
Drum,” light operas produced in 
Vienna, Berlin and London. 
In this country she wrote a num- 
ber of songs, including “‘One Kiss 


for Tomorrow” and ‘Remember 
Gay Vienna.” Her brother, Dr. 
Ludwig Herzer, was librettist for 


Lehar’s operetta “Land ot Smiles.” 

Survived by a son. 

FRANK L. SHORT 

Frank L. Short, 75. retired actor 
and’ drama coach, died in the Glen- 
wood Nursing Home in Yonkers, 
June 14. He was drama director 
at several leading universities. He 
also served as stage manager for 
z number of Broadway legits. 

In 1937. he organized a repertory 
group for the presentation § of 
Shakespearean plays while head 
of the Shakespeare Fellowship of 
America. 


MARJORIE GARRETT 


Mrs. Robert Burton, 49, former 
actress, died in Chicago, June 12. 

Known professionally as Mar- 
jorie Garrett, her last stage ap- 
pearance was in the London pro- 
duction of “Our Town.” She had 
also appeared in many other pro- 
ductions. 

Survived bv her 

featured in the 
company of “Mr. Roberts.’ 
EVELYN ILES 

Evelyn Iles, 61, singer and come- 
dienne, died June 9 of a cerebral 
hemorrhage at her home in Holly- 
wood. 

Miss Iles was one of the first 
members of American Guild of 
Variety Artists, and in recent years 
headed a Hollywood group known 
as Evelyn Iles and her Gay ‘90's 
Belles. 


husband, 
Chicago 


’ 


MAYBELLE A. DANA 

Maybelle A. Dana. 65, retired 
actress, died at her home in Port- 
land, Me., June 6. 

She had appeared in dramatic 
stock for more than 30 vears, in- 
cluding the Castle Square, St. 
James and Hollis St. theatre com- 
panies in Boston 


RALPH WILK 
Ralph Wilk, 56. west coast rep- 
resentative of Film Daily since 
1928. died June 9 in a Los Angeles 
sanitarium after a long illness. 
He was the brother of Jake Wilk, 


eastern story editor for Warner 
Bros., and Ted Wilk. Hollywood 
agent. 


BILLY CHURCHILL 
Billy Churchill. 83, former Brit- 


Wales, June 8. : 

Churchill had been a_ favorite 
in London musi¢ halls for a num- 
ber of years. He retired 20 years 
ago. 

NEGUIB RIHANI 

Neguib Rihani, 58, reputedly a 
leading figure in Arabian theatre 
and sereen productions, died in 
Cairo, Egypt. June 8. 


He was a brother of Amin Ri-., 


! 
hani, Arab philosopher, now liv- 


ing in the U‘S. 





MICHAEL DE PACE 


Michael De Pace, 50, manager | 


of operatic and concert artists, 
died at his home in Flushing, N. Y., 
June 8. 


Survived by wife, daughter, two | 


brothers and two sisters. 


LOUIS DE ROODE 
Louis de Roode, 57, former 
nitery operator. died June 4 in 
Los Angeles, after a heart attack. 


He had been in retirement for 
a year, since selling his interest 
in the Riverside Rancho to Marty 
Landau 

MARIA CEBOTARI 

Maria Cebotari 38 Austria’s 
leading operatic soprano, died in 
Vienna, June 9 She had sung in 
most of Europe’s opera houses. 


CHARLES F. BERNHARD 


Charles F. Bernhard, 45. theatre 
operator, was found dead in bed 
June 10 in Pasadena 

He once owned a chain of film 
houses in England 

FORD LEARY 

Ford Leary, 41. trombonist and 
singer, died in New York. June 4. 

Details in Orchestras-Music sec- 
tion 

Mother, 72. of Ernest Pagano. 

.film producer, and Joe Pagano, 
novelist, died June 9 in Los An- 
geles. 


Wife, 32, of Morton Gerber. ex- 
ecutive of District Theatre chain 
in Washington, D. C. died there 
June 10. 





Mother of Nate B. Spingold, Co- 
lumbia Pictures vice-prexy, died 
June 10 Funeral services were 
held in New York. Monday (13). 

Mrs. Ernest Bachrach, wife of 
the RKO cameraman, died June 5 
in Hollywood. 

Wife, 80, of Sacha Votichenko. 
musician and composer, died at her 
home in New York, June 11. 





MARRIAGES 


Betty Jane Rase_ to 
Baker, Hollywood, June 11. He's 
an arranger and orchestra leader: 
she just divorced Mickey Rooney 

Lillian Orr to Art Robbins, Yo- 
semite Park, June 1. He’s a 
sound engineer at RKO. 

Helen Mevers to Phil Terry, Sa- 
linas, Cal., June 9 He’s a film 
actor and former husband of Joan 
Crawford. 

Mary Josephine Donnelly to 
Bartholemew J. Bastable, Dublin, 
June 1. He’s a radio gabber. 

Iris Lawler to Aiden Grennell, 
Dublin, June 6. Both are with 
Longford Productions. 

Hattie McDaniel to Larry C. Wil- 
liams, Yuma, Ariz., June 11. Bride 
is a screen and radio actress. 

Lena Peters to Reinhold Schun- 
ze], June 2. in New York. Both are 
legit-film players. 

Mrs. Nancy Gross Hawks to Le- 
land Hayward, Great Neck, L. L, 
June 10. Bride is former wife of 
Howard Hawks, film director-pro- 
ducer, from whom she was divorced 


Buddy 


last vear: he’s co-producer’ of 
“South Pacific’ and other Broad- 
way hits. 

Barbara Ann Lauder to James 


Dorward Maver, Jr., Larchmont, 
N. Y., June 2. Bride is daughter of 
Edwin G. Lauder, Jr., former 
vaude exec and son-in-law of the 
late E. F. Albee. co-founder of the 
Keith-Albee vaude circuit. 

Marilyn Parr to Leonard M. 
Stone, New York. June 12. He’s the 
son of Hymie Goldstein, vaude 
agent and prexy of Associated 
Agents of America. 

June Goldman to J. Robert 
Breton, New Canaan. Conn., June 
12. He’s a writer and radio actor. 


| insult Neighbor | 


page 
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state-owned. Brussels high-power 
radio transmitter, listen exclu- 
sively to small clandestine trans- 
mitters broadcasting on a very 
small power, in a radius not ex- 
ceeding 30 miles. According to the 
law of 1930, nobody is allowed to 
broadcast in Belgium unless he has 
an official license. Licenses are 
only granted te shortwave ama- 
teurs and as to radio for enter- 
tainment, that is exclusively con- 
fined to the official station. In 
Limburg. things go otherwise. It’s 
a sort of secret family affair, a con- 
spiratorial agreement from which 
strangers to the region are care- 
fully excluded. It’s a village affair, 
with its puns, its mockeries and its 
witty criticisms. When a villager 
has something to say openly of a 


' neighbor he goes to an inn, hands 
the bartender a_ five-franc coin 
(roughly a dime) and says: 


be played on our radio with the 
mention, ‘Jules’ wife should not be 
so openly jealous of her husband’.” 

A young philanderer will hand 
| his coin too, stating: 
| “I'll always love you dear, this 
record is for redhaired Malvina 
who always Says she will grant me 
a rendezvous and never does.” 

At night, when work has ceased 
upon the fields, when the yellow 
and violet heath, wildly blooming 
with gorse and heather, has been 
deserted by the shepherds, the 
family radio is turned on. As each 
record is played, as the announce! 
speaks of “snub-nosed Louis, the 
pig drover” or “Justine, the 
daughter. who neve! 
neck or “Maria who 
wants more than her husband,” or 
“old witch-like Catherine with hen 
peaked-nose who speaks evil of her 
neighbors,” everybody chuckles 

Of course, the police are con- 
stantly after the Limburg. pirate 
stations. Radio locating cars keep 
touring the country, but as soon as 


sweepers 


washes her 


one is in sight, the warning is 
given by telephone to the mystery 
station and the broadcasts are 
stopped, leaving the patrol car in 


Two Stations have been 
hitherto located and their owners 
sentenced to a heavy fine, but as 
one disappears two come to exist 
ence 

These’ clandestine 
beside being a funny 
profitable business 
has been paid for at least half a 
dozen times and the five-franc 
coins or notes, accumulating in 
innkeepers’ cash drawers, in more 
than 60 villages, make a pretty 
sum at the end of each week 
Obeying a sort of tribal discipline, 
the villagers will never let one 
single clue leak out that might be- 
tray the organization. Even the 
one that is mocked or criticized on 
the radio wil] not take revenge by 
telling .-he police He will rather 
pay his five franes, when his turn 
comes, to have his enemy publicly 
ridiculed. 


blindness 


broadcasts, 
affair 
Each record 


are a 


BIRTHS 


Mr and Mrs. Bob Burlingame, 
twin sons, Des Moines, June 2. 
Father is with WHO in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Glaston,. son, 
Los Angeles, June 5. Father is 
flack for Abbott & Costello. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles LaVere, 
son, Glendale. Cal., June 6. Father 
is a vocalist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Saltzman, 
son, Hollywood. June 7. Father is 
with the Orsatti talent agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Muzzy Marcellino, 
son, Los Angeles, June 6. Father 
is a bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Ackerman, 
son, Santa Monica, June 7. Father 
is with the Berg, Allenberg agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Murphy, 
son, Hollywood, June 8. Father is 
a casting director at Metro. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lazarus, 
daughter, New York, June 4. 
Father is staffer on film trade 
paper. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michel Kraike. 
daughter, Santa Monica, June 8. 


Father is a film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. William McBurnie. 
daughter, Buffalo, June 5. Father 
is continuity director of WBEN in 
that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Talley, son, 
New York. recently. Father is an 
exec on Roxy, N.Y., office staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Davis, daugh- 
ter, their second in two years, Lon- 
don, June 3. Father is general 
manager of all the J. Arthur Rank 
film and theatre enterprises. 

Mr. and Mrs. King Donovan, son. 
Santa Monica 
stage and screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Kiley. 
daughter, W vodstock, Ill., June 10. 
oe is staff announcer at WILA 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Conrad. 
daughter, Pittsburgh, June 1 
Father's a musician. 

; Mr. and Mrs. Dave Rosehill, son. 
Kew Gardens, L. L.. June 11. Father 
is a disk jockey with WKBS, Oys- 
ter Bay, N. Y. , 

Mr. and Mrs. James Miller. son. 
New York. June 7. Father is in 
the NBC press dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Borthwick. 
daughter, Hollywood, June 10. 
Father was formerly with 20th-Fox 
studio, Grandfather, George, re- 
cently retired as secretary - treas- 


urer of Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. 
Mr. and Mrs. William Welch. 


daughter, New York, June 11. 
Father is a script editor at National 
Broadcasting Co. 

Vir. and Mrs. Burton Levine, son, 


Mt Vernon, N. Y., June 13. 
Mother is daughter of Ben Kal- 
menson, Warner Bros. sales vice- 


prexy. 


“T want the ‘Fascination Waltz’ to | 


June 8. Father is a 
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tours of the silo shows isn't set, 
the 17 members of the CTP fig- 
ures on evolving a practical setup, 
possibly with the members coop- 
erating in obtaining backing, or 
perhaps on a joint financing basis. 

Another possibility, particular- 
ly if all the CTP members finance 
touring productions jointly, would 
be the continuation of shows that 
operate at minor The idea 
would be that all producer-mem- 
bers benefit from keeping 
road atres lighted lain- 
taini and 
th keep up steac pub- 


losses 


would 
the 


conti 


and 
nuitv of bookings 
leret re 
interest in leg 
schedules of 
fig- 
in- 
charge a 
the 


spolt 
f-lown 


( theatres is 
ly to evel 


most out 
ured cost 
Stance 
his he 


loss of 


one For 


the theatre must 
rental to make up foi 
revenue on dark weeks. 
the legit 
tapers off when 
current 


Also, public interest in 
theatre apparenily 
no shows are 


build 


ones 


Thus, one tends to 
audiences fon ibsequent 
Directly lighted 
mean emplovment for actors 
hands, musicians 
nel, rovalties for 
over for 

CTP 
chairmanship of L: 
ner, of the 


SHOW 


houses 
stage- 

theatre person- 
authors and turn- 
proaucers 


ot course 


under the 
wrence Lang- 
Theatre Guild, includes 
Chery! Crawford, Richard Rodg- 
ers and Richard Aldrich. The lat- 
ter is chairman of a closely- 
trving to 
open and as- 
reopen 


subcommittee 


also 
related subcommittee 


keep 


sist 


theatres 
the 


road 


closed atres to 
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ing suspended for the time being, 


inasmuch as he'll be extremely 


busy for the next few weeks. 


Remarries Tomorrow 


Comic is slated to remarry his 


Vatthews, to- 
‘Thurs.’ in New Yark, 
the the 
following day In Chicago the 
honeymooners will be honored 
with a Milton Berle Day Saturday 
and Berle will proceed to the War- 
ner studios, where he'll start work 
on “Always Leave ’Em Laughing,” 
with Jerry Wald producing. 
Berle will attempt to 
ahead his McNaught 


former wife, Joyce 


morrow 


and will set out for Coast 


also 
with 


get 
Syndi- 


cate column, which started"Monday 


(13) in the N. Y. Sun. Comie 
currently has about two weeks of 
advance columns, but said that he'll 
attempt to get a few more written. 

Also occupying the actor-colum- 
nist is his tie-in with several manu- 
facturers. Under his corporate set- 
up, Milton Berle Enterprises, Inc., 
he has licensed several manufae- 
turers to make four items bearing 
his name. Currently on the market 
is a Berle television makeup kit, 
for which he made a personal ap- 
pearance Monday (13) at Gim- 
bel’s, N. Y., where the kits first 
went on sale. He put as much ef- 
fort in that p.a. as he did in his 
video broadcasts. Other items li- 
censed to use the Berle label are 
puppets, a trick auto and a chil- 
dren’s magnetic game. 


Bills Next Week 


——— Continued from page 47 ——— 











CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Betty Atkinson 
Eloise Kirk Charles Hain 
Naney Bell Wonder Wheelers 
Cody Sandiser Brinckmann Sis. 
Snuffy Klaus Skating Bivdears 


Harold Tomlin Charles & Lucille 


Bobby Peters Ore Jack Raffloer 
Blackstone Jerry Mapes 
Lena Horne G & B Du Ray 
D. La Salle Ore (12) Gloria Bondy 
dean Sonee Buddy Rust 
Gene Baylos Palmer House 
Chez Paree Sid Caesar 
Adorables ee 
J Rodriquez Ore Se eee 
C Davidson O (1D) | eG" Straeter Ore 
Manor & Mignon Sherman tebes 
Pann Merryiman . 
Harry Hall 
Helsings Kill Snyder Ore 
Al Morgan ‘Salute to Rodgers 


Suzanne King 
Johnny O’Leary 
Billy Chandler Ore 


& Hammerstein” 
Hioney Dreamers 
Ralph Sterling 


Hotel Bismarck John Kriza 
Cass Franklin Ruth Ann Koesun 
Monica Moore Erie Braun 
Toni Gauer Silver Frelies 
J Brewer Ore Day Dawn & 
Dusk 


H Edgewater Beach 
Freddie Martin Ore 
Marianne Fedele 
Paul Haakon 


Joe E. Ross 
Eveiyn Terry 
| Bud Prentice Ore 


D Hild Dancers ® re, Bb -. : 
Yost Ambassadors Mickey Sharp 


Bob Hammond 


Hotel Stevens 
“Skating Circus’ 


Veima Sherry 
Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 
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NOW IN THE 3rd Bla WEEK 


ART MOONEY 


And His ORCHESTRA 
AT THE 


SHAMROCK HOTEL 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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